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PREFACE 


A Society of Phyficians who met together occa- 
fionally to converfe on medical fubjects, be¬ 
came defirous of enlarging the views of their infti- 
tution, fo as to render their meetings of fome ufe 
to the public. For this purpofe they agreed to fee 
on foot a monthly publication, which Ihould contain 
an account of new medical books and ufeful difeo. 
veries in phyfic, and at the fame time be a repofi- 
tory for original effays. They were the more ready 
to engage in this undertaking, as a work upon fuch 
a plan feemed to have long been a defideratum in 
this country. One of their members, who was the 
firft and moft aflive promoter of this bufinefs, un¬ 
dertook the office of editor, to arrange the mate¬ 
rials, fuperintend the printing of the work, &rc. 
while others engaged to affift in the different 
branches for which they deemed themfelves beft 
qualified. Proper arrangements were made for ob¬ 
taining the neceffary fupply of foreign medical 
publications ; and that no means might be omitted 
for procuring early intelligence of medical news, a 
correfpondence was eftablilhed in different parts of 
the Continent. 

The Editors have now completed their firft vo¬ 
lume ; and have the fatisfa&ion to find that their 
* * 
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Work has met with a favourable reception from the 
public. This circumftance, as it affords them the 
ftrongeft prefumptive proof of the utility of their 
labours, cannot fail of inducing them to proceed; 
and their numerous readers may be affured, that as 
they engaged in this undertaking on the moft li¬ 
beral principles, fo they will continue to profecute 
it with the utmoft candour* and with unremitting 
attention. 

The value of that part of their work which is 
intended for Effays and Obfervations, muff depend 
in a great meafure on the contributions of commu¬ 
nicative practitioners. Hitherto they have been 
extremely fortunate in this department * the origi¬ 
nal papers with which they have been enabled to 
enrich their firft volume, being fuch as would do 
honour to any collection. The Editors, defirous 
of rendering this part of their Journal every day 
more and more interefting, earneftly intreat Gentle¬ 
men of the Medical Profeflion in every part of 
the world to contribute towards it, by communi¬ 
cating to the Society accounts of ufeful cafes, epi¬ 
demical difeafes, and fuch other matters as may 
tend to the improvement of medical fcience. 

London, 

'June 30 , 1781 . 
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SECT. I. 
BOOKS. 




I. Clinical Experiments , llijlories , Dijfeblions. 

By Francis Home, M. D. one of bis Majefiys 
Pbyficians , Fellow of the Royal College of Phyfi- 
cians of Edinburgh , Profejfor of Materia 

Medica in the Univerfity of Edinburgh. 8 vo. 
Creech, Edinburgh \ Murray, London. 1780. 

• 6s. in boards. 

T HE great advantages derived by medi¬ 
cal ftudems at Edinburgh from the Cli¬ 
nical Ward of the Infirmary, have long 
been dcfervedly acknowledged. The beft marked 
«iifeafes, fuch as are the moil fingular in their na- 
Vol. I. N* I. A ture* 
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ture, and the greateft variety of acute as well as 
chronic complaints, are fcledted for it. Regular 
and circumftantial reports of every fymptom be-' 
longing to the difeafe, and of every effeft pro¬ 
duced by the remedies adminiftered, are taken 
conftantly once, and in acute and urgent cafes, 
generally twice a day, in prefence of the ftu- 
dents. Thefe reports are all reviewed, when the 
cafe becomes the fubjedl of a clinical le&ure, 
which is delivered twice a week during the win¬ 
ter and-fummer feflions. The utility of fuch an 
inftitution, as an appendage to a medical college, 
rmrft be fufficiently obvious; but its advantages 
are not confined merely to the ftudent •, in the\ 
hands of an inquifitive and accurate obferver it 
mufti prove a'fruitful fource of information, 
which may ultimately tend to the improvement 
of the art itfelf. This is the opinion of Dr. 
Home; and this opinion, we are told, produced 
the publication before us, which is the refult of 
his attendance on the Clinical Ward during two 
fummers, and a part of fix winters. 

The work is divided into twenty-four fedlions. 
In the firft fedtion we meet with experiments to 
afcertain the moft proper time of giving the 
bark in interinittents. Our authol* obfervdd, 
that hitherto it has been given at thtee different' 

‘ - periods. 
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periods, juft before the fit, juft after the fit, 
and from the end of one fit to the beginning 
of the fucceeding one at proper intervals, but 
never during the paroxyfm. When it was firft 

introduced, 5U were given two hours before the 
fit ; but Sydenham, Torti, and Cleghorn think 
it has not fo good an efteft.when given before as 
after the paroxyfm. Fourteen experiments are 
related, from which the author concludes, ift. 
That the bark is more efficacious in {topping 
the paroxyfm of intermittents, and curing them 
when given at the end of a fit, or at forty hours 
‘diftance from the fucceeding fit, than two, three, 
or four hours before it; becaufe in eight of the 
fourteen patients it was given juft before the fit, 
but without preventing it in any one of them * 
whereas in five others, it was adminiftered 
after the fit, and fucceeded in all; fo that he is 
perfuaded that the fame quantity of bark (of 
which half an ounce was generally ufed) will, 
when taken towards the end of the fwearing, 
cure an intermittent; but will not, if given 
from one to four hours before the cold ftage, 
sdly. That bark given a few hours before the 
fit, feems to add to its feverity, from its being 
liable, efpecially when given in powder, to lie 

A z • long 
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long in the ftomach. 3 < 31 y, That as bark, when 
given at a greater diftance from the fit becomes 
more fuccefsful, it follows, that fome confider- 
able time is required for its operation. 4thly, 
That the length of time before its effetts appear, 
makes it highly probable that its operation is not 
on the ftomach or,on the nerves of that vifcous 
. alone, but that it muft enter the vafcular fyftem, 
and there perform its chief effects. fthly. That 
there appears to fie no difference in the effects of 
the bark given after the fit, whether the ague is 
quotidian or tertian. With regard to thefe con- 
clufions, we beg leave to obferve, that we have 
often given half an ounce of the bark within two 
hours of the expeded return of the paroxyfm. 
In fome inftances it failed ; but in others, and in 
the greater number, it prevented the fit. We 
never obferved, that it added to the feverity of 
the paroxyfm. We are perfuaded however from 
repeated obfervations, that the beft method of 
adminiftering this remedy is from the end of one 
fit to the beginning of the next. 

In the fecond fection the author relates his ex- 
. periments in the typhus nervofus, or low fever, 

. as he terms it, which it feems is by much the 
pioft frequent at Edinburgh, where a pure fy- 

nocha 
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nocha is feldom feen, even amongft the commo¬ 
nalty. In fome cafes of this fort our author 
tried the bark j in one of thefe, which was ac¬ 
companied with a difficulty of breathing, it feemed 
to do harm; in che other three he thought it of 
ufe. When there is general fymptomatic fweat- 
ing, tremor, or little drought, he thinks it may 
be prefcribed to advantage j its effedts, in molt 
points, being fimilar to thofe of wine, with this 
difference however, that they appear later and are 
of longer duration than the latter. In five other 
cafes our author tried the tindtura cantharides, 
which he confiders as an innocent remedy when 
taken to gut. xx thrice a day *, the only fenfible 
effedt it produced being a lenfation of heat in 
the ftomach, except in one patient in whom it 
occafioned gripes. By combining it with mu¬ 
cilage of gum arabic he has been enabled to in- 
creafe the dofe of it to gut. xxxv. four times a 
day in cutaneous difeafes; and to gut. 1. in a 
diabetes, without any vifible effedts on the urU 
nary paffages. From feven cafes of typhus, in 
which blifters were applied at a time when no 
other remedy was employed, he concludes them 
to be of fmall advantage in this difeafe ; five of 
the feven patients not having been fenfibly re¬ 
told.., lieved 
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lieved bv them •, and their good effe<fts, in the two 
others, having appeared doubtful: our author 
endea/ours to account for 1 this by obferving, 
that as the ftimulating power of blifters Iafts 
only two or three hours, and of courfe too fhort 
a time to be of much fervice, their antifpafmodic 
effects, which take place aftet this ftimulus is 
over, will do more harm than the lattel* has done 
good. Dr. Home has perhaps been too hafty in 
his conclufion here, as we have often experienced 
the mod excellent effects from blifters in cafes 
of typhus. He recommends blifters to the tem¬ 
ples in this difeafe, not with a view to pro¬ 
duce any good effects on the fever, but merely 
to relieve the head-ach, and in this way we are 
told he has often experienced their efficacy. 
We wifti we could always prevent the ftrangury, 
which is l'o frequently an effett of thefe applica¬ 
tions. Our author aflerts that it may eafily be 
done by fprinkling camphor on the blifter-, and 
fo Dr. Greenfield afierted long ago, but we fear 
without fufficient reafon. We have feen ftran¬ 
gury produced in a violent degree, though cam¬ 
phor was rubbed upon the blifter, and at the 
fame time given internally. The effe&s of fo¬ 
mentation of the legs are next related. Our 

author 
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author tried this method in fevcn cafes, and 
found it produced a ftronger pulfe, a difpofition 
to fleep, and a moifture of the fkin. As its good 
effedcs depend upon its ftimulus, he advifes the 
heat to be above ioo* ofFahr. Therm, becaufe 
if it is within this, it will ftimulate lefs, and re¬ 
lax more. Dr. Home gave camphor in five cafes, 
but he is dubious with regard to its effects,, and 
refervesthedecifion for further experiments. From 
its fedative properties he feems difpoied to think 
rather unfavourably of it in typhus*, but we 
think it right to obferve here, that the fedative 
powers of this fubftance have not yet been fa- 
tisfa&orily aicertained ; and our author cannot 
but know that Sir John Pringle, who experi¬ 
enced its good effects in malignant fevers, 
aferibes them to its antifeptic properties. The 
author next prefents us with a comparative view 
of the effedb of emetic tartar and James’s powder 
in feventeen cafes of typhus ; he gives the pre¬ 
ference to the latter, from his having found it 
to be much gentler in its operation than the 
other, and from its commonly producing a 
calmer ftate, and fleep, which the emetic tartar 
feldom does. The latter, our author adds, ads 
more on the inteflinal canal; James’s powder 

more 
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more on the Hein. 'If we wiffi to make a fud-» 
den and violent flimulus on all the organs of 
' evacuation, we fhould ufe the tartar emetic; 
but in delirium, want of fleep, loofe or irritable 
belly, James’s powder, he contends, ought to 
be preferred. In eight cafes of typhus Dr. 
Home gave from xx to xxv drops of the the¬ 
baic tinfture at bed-time, and found that it pro¬ 
cured fleep without producing any ill effect. Pe- 
tafites or butter-bur, which had been ufed in Muf- 
covy in a malignant fever that prevailed there 
fome years ago, was tried by our author in one 
cafe, but it produced no fenfible effects, though 
given in dofes of a drachm three times a day. 

The fubjedt of the third feflion is a fpurious 
kind of pleurify that prevailed in the Clinical 
Ward in December 1776; the charafleriftic 
fymptoms of this difeafe were a painful flitch, 
conftant dry cough, fevere head-ach, difficult 
breathing, quick and weak pulfe. As this com¬ 
plaint was fhort, and not attended with danger, 
the alleviation of the fymptoms claimed moll of 
the author’s attention. 

In the fourth feflion Dr. Home relates two 
hiftories of puerperal fever. One of the patients 
recovered; the other died on the fixth day. 

After 



[ 9 ] 


After entering very fully into the caufes and 
treatment of this difeafe as it has occurred to him- 
felf and others, our author concludes with ob- 
ferving that we know little of the nature, and 
frill lefs of the cure of the puerperal fever; and 
that our chief aim fhould be to prevent it, which 
may probably be done by a proper ventilation of 
the rooms, by not allowing the curtams to be 
fhut, by prohibiting all fire and load of bed- 
cloaths, by giving cool drink, by fhunning all 
animal food, unlels in nervous habits, and by 
avoiding, after delivery, all ftrait binding over 
rite belly. 

In the fifth feftion the author gives a cafe of 
meafles that proved fatal on the fifteenth day. 
The patient was a female, aged twenty-four. 
Upon d fTction the trachea was found filled 
with matter of a purulent appearance. 

Next follow experiments upon fome reme¬ 
dies ufed in the phthifis pulmonalis. In three 
cafes the vitr.ojic acid was tried, but did not 
produce any. good effort. It conftantly ex¬ 
cited purging. In one of theie patients from 
ten to fifteen grains of alum were given to check 
the diarrhoea, but he was no better, and his 

t 

pulfe leemed quicker while he took it. The 

Vol. I. N° L B fame 
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fame patient afterwards took 3fs. of the bark 
four times a day for fifteen days, at the end of 
which time all the fymptomswere evidently worfe. 
During nine other days our author gave him (larch, 
but without much advantage. Four experi¬ 
ments are related to prove that the inhaling of 
mephitic air may fometimes be advantageous; 
but the author very properly obferves, that more 
trials are necefiary to determine its effects in 
this difeafe, and the degree of truft it deferves. 
In two patients he tried the vapour of Thus, 
but he gave it up as being too irritating. 

The feventh fection is employed on the me- 
laene, which is the ma-of jxtAatvtif, or Morbus niger 
of Hippocrates. The black (tools which cha¬ 
racterize this difeafe, and which the ancients and 
fome of the moderns have afcribed to, the atra 
bilis, feem to be merely owing to an effufion 
of blood into the inteftinal canal. Dr. Cullen, 
in his Nofology, has very properly omitted to 
confider it as a diftinCl difeafe. Our author 
found gentle laxatives, and vitriolic acid com¬ 
bined with gum arabic, of ufe in this complaint. 

In the eighth feCtion Dr. Home defcribes his 
experiments upon the rhododendron cbryfantbemum y 
Linn, which has been much ufed in Siberia as a re¬ 
medy 



medy for the rheumatifm. It is aftringent, and 
appears to be powerfully fedative. It is given 
in infufion from 3 ^ s * to 3 i'j- Our author tried 
it only in three cafes, and from the little fuccefs 
that attended it in thefe, concludes it to be much 
inferior, in its effedts, to many other remedies 
that are ufed in rheumatifm. In one of the 
cafes the difeafe was next day cured by pulv. 
dover. 

The ninth fedtion is allotted to a cafe of cepha¬ 
lalgia that terminated fatally. On dificdtion much 
water was found in the ventricles and around 
the medulla oblongata, hydatids adhering to the 
plexus choroides, and an effufion of blood be¬ 
tween the pia mater and tunica arachnoides near 
the falx in the left hemifphere. 

In the tenth fedtion we meet with two cafes of 
albugo or leucoma, which the author thinks 
were cured by Sir Hans Sloane’s ointment. 
This conclufion, however, does not feem to be 
warrantable, as bleeding, laxatives, blifters, &c. 
were employed in both patients. 

The next fedtion, which is a very long one, 
is employed on antifpafmodics. The firft in the 
lift is Fear. One cafe is related of an hyfteric 
woman, who, in confequence of a fright, was 

B z relieved 



relieved from her fymptoms for five days, bu® 
they then returned. 2d, The cold bath—Our 
author tried this in one patient who had a con- 
vulfion of the whole left fide, but it brought on 
a fevere fit. 3d. Venae fedio—In two cafes of 
hyfteria from Amenorrhcea it feemed to be ufe- 
ful. In two cafes of afthma it was of no ule, but 
in two othc r s the fymptoms were alleviated by 
it,- In an epileptic boy V. S. feemed to do harm. 
In three cafes of fingultus (which our author confi- 
ders as idiopathic, though to us they teem to have 
been merely fymptomatic from hyfteria) it was 
beneficial. Here we cannot avoid taking notice 
again of the ftrange conclufions Dr. Home fome- 

t'tries deduces from his cafes ; becaufe thefe three 

* * . 

patients with fingultus happened to be women, he 
fuppofes that fex to be the mod frequently fub- 
jed to this affedion; and becaufe two of the 
thee were unmarried, he concludes that umar- 
ried women mud be the moft liable to it. 4th. 
Kledricity—The author certainly did not give 
tiiis remedy a fair trial: in one cafe [fingultus) it 
was uled only four, and in another (tremor 
falpitans Sauv ) only five days. 5th. Blifters.— 
Nine cafes are related, in which blifters were 
applied, and the aythor’s conclufion from thcle 
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is, that tfyey did not Teem to be powerful antif. 
pafmodics. But we mull own that feveral of the 
cafes as he has related them feem to prove juft 
the contrary. In the firft cafe, for inftance (a 
fingultus in a young woman of eighteen, which 
had refilled a variety of remedies) a blifter was 
applied near thefalfe ribs'in the direftion of the 
diaphragm, Aug. i, and the hiccup appeared 
no more, adds the doftor, excepting on the 
4th j on the 6th Ihe was difmifled, cured. In 
the fecond patient (another cafe of fingultus) a 
blifter applied towards the latter end of the dif- 
eafe relieved her for three days. The fame ef¬ 
fect was produced in the third patient; though 
the hiccup returned in both cafes after that 
time. In another it removed the pain, though 
it did not alleviate the convulfive breathing. In 
the other cafes, which were afthmatic, blifters do 
not feem to have had a fair trial. We have ge¬ 
nerally found them very ferviceablc in the fpaf- 
modic afthma. 6. Valerian—Nine cafes are re¬ 
lated of fpafmodic affeflions in which this remedy 
was given without much fucccfs, as it was of ufe 
only in one patient, a woman of fifty-three, who 
had been for two months troubled with vertigo 
and palpitations. It is obfervable however, 

that 
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that this woman was the only one who continued 
its life more than ten days. She perfevered in 
it for eleven days, and took four times a 
day. The other patients took only from 3 ij to 
$j, and it was difcontinued after fix days, ex¬ 
cept in ohe woman who ufed it during ten days. 
We have never feen any good effects from this 
fubftance, unlefs it was given in large and fre¬ 
quently repeated dofes. 7th. Mufk—In fix 
cafes, purely fpafmodic, from ten to fifteen 
grains of this fubftance were given twice or thrice 
a day without any good effect. Larger dofes 
would perhaps have proved more efficacious. 
8th. Camphire—From the effefts of this remedy 
in fix trials Dr. Home confiders it as a more 
powerful antifpafmodic than mufk ; as it makes 
the pulfe flower, and rather cools, he thinks 
it is chiefly indicated in inflammatory fpafms; 
but he finds that its effefts are not of long dura¬ 
tion ; as the difeafe is apt to return. He generally 
exhibited ten grains of it three times a day. 9th. 
Caftor—This was given without any effect in 
three fpafmodic cafes, but in fpafmodic feverifti 
cafes our author has found it ufeful, as it makes 
the pulfe flower, and a6ts as a fedative. 10th. 
Aflafcetida—Dr. Home thinks this medicine 

pofiefies 
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poflefles confiderablc antifpafmodic powers, but 
as it heats and quickens the pulfe, he cautions us 
againft its ufe in inflammatory cafes. ' uth. Spi-, 
ritus sethereus vitriolicus—This medicine feemed 
to be of ufe in the hyfteria ; of eight patients it 
cured three, and relieved two: Dr. Home ob- 
ferves, that its good effects are not increafed by 
augmenting the dofe, as he fucceeded with a tea- 
fpoonful twice or three times a day, while the 
largeft dofes were ineffectual. izth, Cortex 
Peruvianus—Our author fpeaks of this as an 
excellent remedy in pure fpafmodic difeafes, He 
fucceeded with it in feven cafes, which were of the 
anti-inflammatory kind. 13th. Artemifla-^-This 
was tried only in one cafe, and it fucceeded after 
affafcetida and sther had been given without 
any effeCt, A drachm of the leaves in powder 
was exhibited four times a day. 14th. Pseonia 
—‘The root of this plant, which was much em¬ 
ployed by the antients as an antiepileptic, wa$ 
given in two cafes in dofes of 3 fs four times g 
day without effeCt. 15th, Vifcus quercinus, or 
mifletoe, was employed in another cafe of epi- 
lepfy, but with no better fuccefs. Our author 
fpeaks equally unfavourably of the extraCturn 
hyofcyami, folia aurantiorum & flores cardaminc 

pratenfls, 
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pratenfis, neither of which he thinks pofiefs any 
antifpafmodic properties, itfth. Opium—This 
remedy feemed to do no good in a cafe of epi- 
lepfy, and another of convulfio, but in two 
cafes of hyfteria he found it very efficacious, as 
it cured both patients; and in a cafe of allhma 
it afforded much relief to the patient. 17th. 
Cuprum ammoniacale—This was tried in four 
cafes, but without any other fuccefs than its 
fufpending the fits for a few days in one 
patient. 18th. Flores zinci—Since Gaubius’s 
detection of the quack remedy ufed by Lude- 
manus, this medicine has been much employed 
in epileptic and other fpafmodic affections. 
Dr. Home tried" it in four cafes of epilepfy, 
two of allhma, one of hemitotonos, and two 
of hyfteria. It was ufeful in the'epileptic, 
but of little or no fervice in the other cafes. 
He began with it in a finall dofe, which he 
gradually increaled in fome of the patients 
to 3fs. twice a day. It generally produced 
a naufea, rarely purged, fometimes fweated, and 
often had no fenfible effeCt. 19th. Mercury 
—This remedy, which was firft recommended 
as an antifpafmodic in the EJfays Ob/. Phyf. 
& Lit. fucceeded in the hands of our author in 


two 
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two remarkable cafes, a trifmus cloniciis, and 
Jpafmus gulae, the latter of which feemed fO 
yield to no other antifpafmodic* But it failed 
twice in a tremor palpitans, two afthmas, an 
hyfteria/and hemitotopos. Our author concludes 
the fe&ion with the following obfervations, 
which we lhall give in his own words i 

“ It is but a melancholy retrofpedt to view fo 
“ many trials made with the moft approved an- 
** tifpafmodics, and fo few cures performed by 
u any one particular remedy. We fee that there 
is no fpecific in which we can always truft, 
but mud: vary otir medicines, as a new one 
will often fucceed, when others have before 
“ failed. This uncertainty of antifpafmodics de- 
“ pends not, perhaps, fo much on the ftubborn 
“ nature of fuch difeafes, or on the weaknefs ©f 
“ the remedies* as on the want of accurate expe- 
“ riments, with all their circumftances. This 
“ has been a great defedl in the materia medica, 
“ has ftopt the progrefs of medicine, anfl kept 
tl it in a ftate of uncertainty j whereas if the 
“ circumftances of the difeafe, and of the ex- 
tc hibition of the remedy, had been handed 
“ down, certain and fixed general principles and 
rules muft, ere this time, have taken place. 

f C “ To 
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if To fupply this defeCt, and point out the pro- 
“ per line for the improvement Of medicine, I 
“ have collected the preceding experiments. 

“ Antifpaftnodics are not all entitled to equal 
“ confidence. I know no author, however, who 
c“ has fettled their comparative merit. Each 
“ phyfician is left to judge from his own ex- 
“ perience. But in private practice he may 
grow old without faCts fufficient. Were I, 
“ from the preceding experiments, which are 
“ not few, to make a computation of their com- 
44 parative value, I would arrange them into 
“ four clafies, according to their powers. In 
** the firft I would place the weakeft, as fol. 
“ aurant. flor. cardam. artemifia, peonia, vifcus 

. t 

“ quercinus, extr. hyofcyam. caftor, mufk, 
“ cuprum ammon. electricity. In the fecond, 
“ fear, camphire, flor. zinci, blifters. In the 
“ the third, aff. fcetid. sether, mercury. In the 
“ fourth, bark, opium, bleeding. Every one, 
“ in the diftribution, will judge as he has ex- 
4t perienced. I may alter my opinion on further 
“ trials, as it is from theJe 1 have formed the 
“ prefent. It is good, however, to have fome- 
“ thing fixed, as it is eafier afterwards to correft 
“ than to fettle at firft fuch a comparative view. 

“ One 
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** One of the chief defigns of thefe experiments 
f‘ was to difeover the cafe and fituation in which 
“ fuch medicines might be mod fuccefsfully 
ufed. ■ In this we have not been altogether un- 
fucqefsfuL We may obferve that mod of 
“ thefe, befides their primary antifpafmodic qua¬ 
lity, poffefs fecondary qualities, which have 
« c mqch influence in their effects and exhibitions, 
rf ^eff^es fome of them pofiefling laxative or 
44 iiicjorific powers, which others do not, they 
44 may diftinguiflied into the ftimulant, or 
44 inflammatory, and fedative, or anti-inflamma- 
44 tory. Of the former fort, are electricity, 
“ mercury, valerian, aflafoetida, cortex Peruvi- 
“ anus, opium, &c. Of the latter, are bleed- 
44 ing, epifpaftics, mufk, camphire, caftor, 
$ mther, ,J0tar. . cardamin. foj. aurant. cupr. 
If jwnmon, flor. zinci, &c. :j £he former mull 
f* be chiefly ufeful in the debile anti-inflamma- 
ftates j the latter, ,ijti the febrile and in- 
flammatory^ The preceding experiments have 
and bleeding has been found 
f‘ oncof the mod powerful anti-hyfterics, when 
5‘.tjje,f^tc^was inflammatory. 

\r,■** Byt jwrticylar antifpalmodics are foiled to 
“ QUfe, particular fpafmodic flifeafe from fome 

C 2 “ other 
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“ other circumftances, independent of thofe juft 
ft now mentioned. Thefe experiments have 
(hewn me the fadt, but they have not difco* 
<£ vered the caufe or principle on which - it de*. 
“ pends. JE ther will relieve one fpafmodic 
“ difeafe, and not another, though both inflam-p 
“ matory, or both anti-inflammatory. FTorl 
“ zinci will cure an epilepfy, though not a 
convulfio. Opium will eafe an afthma, though 
f* not a convulfio. Mercury will cure a trifc 
mus or fpafmus gulae, though not an hyfteria, 
convulfio, or afthma.’* 

t [ To he concluded in our next. J i ’ 

.J .1 .4** • 44 . !• « . J r 
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II. P. S. Pallas, D. A. D. Profeflors de? 
Nacurgefchichte und ordentlichen Mit gliedes 
der Ruflifch - Kaiferlichen Akademie der 
Wifienfchaften,- der freyen oKonomifchieri Je- 
fellfchaft in St. Peterfburg, wie* auch der Ro- 

t • t • 

mifch-Kaiferlichen Akademie der Naturfor^ 
fcher und Kdniglichen Englifdhen- Societat i 
Reife durch verfchiedener Provmzen des Ruf- 
Jifchen Reicbs ; i. e. Travels through different 
provinces of the Ruffian Empire^ ly P. S. 

Pallas, 
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Wolga this worm is (aid tp bq frequently met 
with in ulcers in the human fpecies. 

Near the convent of Nilkolfkoy, and in other 
parts of the government of Cafan, the Uva Urfi 
(by the Ruffians named Toloknjanik) grows in 
great plenty: it is much employed in tanning, 
the Ikins being found to be mpch more fpeedily 
and better tanned by means of this plant. 

In the river Mpfkua the fyongia Jluviitilis , 
Linn, occurs in great quantity. The women of 
ithe lower clal's dry and employ it as a cofmetic. 
The fmell which this plant yields in burning 
would feem to indicate that it is of an animal 
nature %, but Dr. Pallas was not able to difcover 
-the lead appearance of irritability in it. r 

In the Botanic Garden at Mofcow there is a 
confiderable plantation of the Rheum Palmatum> 
the growth of which is promoted by frequent 
iranfplantations. . • • 

. On the roots of the Hyjpericum perforatipn there 
is found a coccinella, nox inferior to that met 
with in Poland. 

The milky juice of tjie EJpda Acaitlii , is em¬ 
ployed as a domedic remedy againd ferophu- 
lous turnouts, and indurated iwellings of ;thp 
legs in perfans advanced in life-- .. i. ^ . 


. * f 
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In the neighbourhood of Murom the juice of 
the Euphorbia Palujlris , or the dried root, is ufed 
as a purge. It ads at the fame time as a gentle 
puke, and is held in confiderable repute as a 
remedy for agues, indurations of the abdominal 
vifeera, and other chronic difeales. 

■ Our author recommends the culture of the Po+ 
lygonum convolvulus , inftead of buck-wheat, as 
yielding a greater quantity of feed, and bear¬ 
ing the cold better.- 

The dry woolly leaves of the Centaurea S'tbe- 
rica> after being bruifed, are ufed as an appli¬ 
cation to green wounds. The Cineraria Palujlris 
bruifed, and made into an ointment with oil, 
is likewife applied to ulcers. 

The poor people" colled a great quantity of 
Fungi for the winter, and ufe them, either dry 
or faked, as food. They are by no means nice 
in colleding them, employing even fuch as are 
worm eaten, and rejeding only a very few 
ipecies. 

Dr. P&Uas gives a very particular account of 
the manner of preparing the Juften or Ruffian 
leather. It is chiefly tanned, it (eems, with the 
bark of Salix Arenaria , and is rendered foft 
and pliable, not, as hath been hitherto fuppofed, 

by 
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by the fedum palujlre , but by means of the 
thinned and pureft oil of Betula (birch-tree). 
The Santalum alone is employed to give it a red 
colour; or the Santalum and green vitriol, when 
a black colour is wanted. 

The root of Mandragora grows in the neigh* 
bourhood of Arfamas, and is much ufed. Our 
author likewife found there the Veratrum Albunt s 
which proves poifonous to Iheep, horfes, and 
poultry. The inhabitants apply the powder of 
this plant to ulcers in their cattle, and it is 
fometimes mixed with honey, and taken as a re* 
medy for the tccnia lata. They hold the gentiana 
campejlris in great edimation as a cure for the 
bite of a mad dog, Nothing however can be 
more fufpicious than the pretended efficacy of 
remedies of this fort. 

We are told that near the river Piana the can- 
tbarides live on the lonicera ’Tartaria. 

• Our author gives an accurate defcription of 
the Afphalt Spring on the river Sock. The 
furface of the water is covered with a black and 
vifcid afpbaltum of the colour and confidence of 
tar. On removing this fubdance (which is re¬ 
newed again in a few days) there appears under it 
a fine penetrating oleum petrolei. The inhabi¬ 
tants 
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tants employ this impregnated water as a gargle 
and drink in aphthae and ulcerations of the mouth 
and throat. They likewifc apply the afphaltum 
itfelf to frefh wounds, or make it with butter 
into an ointment for ulcers. Some of them take 
it internally, boiled in milk, inobftinate colics and 
in venereal cafes. On the fame river Mr. Pallas 
met with feveral copious fulphureous fprings, 
the waters of which are employed as a hot bath 
in the itch and other cutaneous diforders. He 
here adds an exaft account of a fulphureous 
lake about fixty fathom in length, and forty-five 
in breadth, which emits a vifible vapour, and a 
difagrecable fmell of hepar fulphuris that ex¬ 
tends to the diftance of feveral miles. 

Speaking of the preparation of ifmglafs, our 
author informs us that it is procured from the 
air-bags of fifties. At Simbirftcon on the 
river Wolga the air-bag of the accipenfer 
St uric ■> L. is efleemed the beft for this purpofe, and 
next to this that of the accipenfer Hufo. The 
air-bag of the accipenfer Stellatus , P. is mixed 
with that of the accipenfer Sturio. The little 
bladders of the accipenfer Rut berms , P. are faid 
to yield the moft tenacious gluten of any. 
Thefe bags, when extracted from the fifii, arc 
Vol. I. N* I. D * firft 
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firft put into frefli water, and afterwards a little 
dried; their external coat is then removed, and 
the interna] gliltening one (which is the ifinglafs) 
twilled into various forms. The bell i$ rolled 
up in the flhape of fmall crowns, the next com¬ 
pared like a book, and the inferior fort Amply 
dried. Farther down the Wolga they boil 
thefe bladders in water, and pour the extracted 
gluten into a variety of lhapes. On the river 
Okka, where the accipenfer Ruthenus , only oc¬ 
curs, the whole air-bag is employed for the 
fame purpofe by fimply beating and drying it, 
without any other preparation. A fimilar 
gluten is likewile obtained from the air-bags of 
the different fpecies of the Silurus and Barbus. 

At Jaizkoi the ifinglafs obtained from the ac¬ 
cipenfer Hufo is reckoned the word, and that 
from the accipenfer Stellatus the bed. 

Our author gives fome account of the caveat , 
which is eftee'med as an aphrodifiac. It is no¬ 
thing more than the fpawn of thole lilhes. The 
belt forts are procured from the accipenfer Stu • 
rio and accipenfer Stellatus. 

Capficum is much cultivated at Samara. 
The ripe pods are dried in a furnace, and fold 
to the lower fort of people, who ufe it as com¬ 
mon 
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mon fpice. The cofmetic in the greatefi: repute 
at Samara is the root of the onofma ecbioides 
combined with oil. 

Dr. Pallas defcribes the Glis Mofchat us ^ 
which he diftinguifhes from the genus of bea¬ 
ver, and names Sorex Mofchatus. In this animal 
the fmellof mufk, which is derived from glands 
fituated under the fquamous membrane of the 
tail, is of a much more penetrating nature than 
that of the common mufk. 

Tarantulas, equal in fize to thofe of Italy, 
are to be met with in the environs of Samara. 
The bite of thefe infedts occafions only a pain¬ 
ful fwelling. 

The great mountain of fulphur oppofite to the 
mouth of the river Sock, confifts of a white, 
compact, and fine calcareous (tone, in which are 
found great quantities of gypfum, combined 
with fulphur. 

At Samara the Rumex Alpinus is given to 
children, and likewife to cattle, as a remedy 
againft worms. It is alfo ufed in dying. 

At Tfcherkafk a coccinella is colle&ed from 

the roots of the fragaria and potent ilia rep tans. 
It is firft feparated from the adhering earth by 
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means of a fteve, and then dried in a pan over a 
moderate fire, or in an oven. 

Near Orenburg there are confiderable mines 
of fea fair, which is very pure, firm, folid, and 
white. The moft common plant in that neigh¬ 
bourhood is the Salicornia berbacea , of which 
the inhabitants make an agreeable fallad with 
fpited vinegar, as they do with other plants of 
the fame kind. Speaking of the former plant, 
the Salicornia, our author remarks, that on ac¬ 
count of the great quantity of common fait it 
contains, they are not able to prepare a foda 
from it. 

The Helens faccharatus is the only plant from 
which the Buchars prepare their bread. We are 
told that a fingle plant often yields two pounds 
of feed. 

A particular kind of leproly is fpoken of as 
beginning to make its appearance on the Jaik. 
At Aftrachan it is called the diforder of the Cri¬ 
mea. The fir ft fymptom of it is a bluenefs and 
fwelling of the face : it goes on increafing dur¬ 
ing four or five years, when it attains its higheft 
degree of violence, and after feven years com¬ 
monly proves fatal. All perfons are not equally 

affeefted 
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affe&ed by it. In the firft or fecond year pain 
ful fpots or flat tumours of a blueifh red colour 
appear on the (kin, and thcfe are fucceeded by 
violent pains of the joints. When the fcurf dries 
away, the patient complains of an immoderate 
itching.'It has often happened that when an unripe 
fcurf has been bruifed or imprudently opened, 
a fpreading ulceration has taken place, and the 
limbs have fallen off. The legs it teems are par¬ 
ticularly affetted with this diforder; and in five 
or fix years the cavities of the nofe, mouth, 
afpera arteria, and pharynx, are in a (late of 
ulceration. 

Speaking of the Kalmucks, our author ob- 
ferves, that mares milk is greatly efteemed by 
them on account of its becoming fo fpirituous 
when four, that two or three large difhes of it are 
fufficient to intoxicate a man. This milk when 
fre(h drawn is more fluid than cow's milk, but 
its peculiar flavour renders it fomewhat unpala¬ 
table. It lofes this tafte however as it turns 
four, and becomes more agreeable. In fummer 
it conftitutes almoft the only drink of the Kal¬ 
mucks, and they diftil brandy from it. In order 
to turn it four, they pour it into large leathern 
bags or other veffels, which in winter they place 

near 
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near the fire. In general the filthinefs of their 
veffels is fufficient for the purpofe ; but if not, 
they add a ferment of bread, or the remains of 
their four milk, or the coagulated milk they 
find in the ftomachs of their lambs. Mr. Pal¬ 
las accurately defcribes the manner in which they 
obtain brandy from milk. Cows milk, we are 
told, does not yield quite a quarter, but from 
mares milk they are able to procure one-third 
part of indifferent brandy. That obtained from 
cows milk is feldom inflammable till it has been 
twice diftilled. 

Thefe people are not very delicate in the ar¬ 
ticle of diet. They eat the meat of animals that 
die either a natural or violent death. As a fub- 
flitute for tea, which they boil with milk and 
butter,.they ufe the glycyrrhiza afpera. They 
prepare their veffels for culinary and other pur- 
pofes from the hides of cattle. 

The difeafe that is the mod fatal to them is a 
contagious fever, which ufually carries off the 
patient on the eighth day. The itch and the 
lues venerea are likewife common diforders 
among them, and they are in general fubjeft 
to ophthalmia. This latter complaint is owing 
to the fmoke of their cabbins and the heat of 

the 
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the fun. The fmall pox makes great havock 
among them whenever it happens to be epide¬ 
mic. Another tribe of Tartars, the Kirgis, 
are in fuch dread of this difeafe, that as foon 
as it makes its appearance, they fly from the 
unhappy patients, leaving them only victuals 
and drink; and if a perfon with the fmall-pox 
comes near their habitations, they immediately 
let fly their arrows at him. 

* The Kalmuck women are extremely hardy. 
They do all their ordinary bufinefs, and even get 
on horfeback, on the fecond day after their 
delivery. 

The Coflacks employ the ferratula amara as a 
cure for agues.- This plant has a bitterifh tafle 
like the centaureum. They likewife apply it 
powdered to ulcers in their cattle. 

In Gurjef the tender leaves of the rbaponticum 
. are taken in the fpring as an antilcorbutic. A 
decoftion of the root is employed as a purge, 
and the Kirgis ufe it to dye their leather yellow. 
At Aftrachan they prepare cappartdes from the 
zygopbyllum fab ago. 

The Kalmucks are in great fear of the pba- 
langium arenoides , a lpecies of fpider, and not 
without good reafon, for its bite occafions ex¬ 
cruciating 
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cruciating pain and violent fwellings, which ufu- 
ally prove fatal, unlefs fweet oil, a remedy they 
fuccefsfully employ in thefe cafes, is fpeedily 
had recourfe to. 

Dr. Pallas informs us, that the Tartars have 
a cuftom of removing the hair from their bodies 
by means of a pafte made of nine parts of 
quick-lime and one of auripigmentum. We 
remember to have feen a formula of this kind in 
fome of our old difpenfatories, under the name 
of unguentum depilatorium. 

In the fpring a gummy fubftance exudes from 
the trunks of old larch trees, greatly refembling 
gum Arabic, except in its being of a darker 
colour. This is a produce we fhould not have 
expelled from a fpecies of tree that ufually 
yields only refinous juices. 

[ To be continued. J 


III. Traite des Nerfs et de hurt Maladies . Far 
M. Tiflbt, M. D. de la Societe Royale de Lon - 
dres, des Soc.Aadem. de Bajle , Berne , Rotterdam , 

et 
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it de la Societe Royale de Medecine de Parts. 
8vo. Laufanne. 6 vols. 

I T is well known that nervous difeafes are much 
more frequent now thari they were formerly. 
Our manner of living, the luxury t-hat prevails in 
large cities, and extends to perfons of every cllfs, 
the immoderate ufe of tea, coffee, wine, and fpi- 
rituous liquors, all concur in difpofing us to 
complaints of this fort. The fmall number of 
nervous diforders that exifted in ancient times* 
is, doubtlefs, one of the reafons why the earlier 
medical writers have left us but little on the 
fubjctt ; for, excepting palfy and fpafm, there 
Were no other affections which they confidered 
as nervous *, and yet in perufing their obferva- 
tions, we may eafily diftinguifh cafes, to which 
ihdeed they have given no appellation, but 
which evidently appear to ■'Have been what 
Would now-a-days be confidered as diforders of 
the nerves. Another reafon likewife, in thie 
opinion of the author of the work before us, 
why the ancient phyficians omitted to afcertain j 
the true caufe of thefe difeafes, is the difficulty 
v/ith which they are diftinguiffied. A long 
feries of obfervations was neceffary for this- 
purpofe, and a more perfeCt knowledge of ^hy- 

E fiology 
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fiology than the ancients could poflibly poffefs'. 
The celebrated Sydenham is almoft univerfally 
confidered as the firft medical writer who clearly 
afcertained the variety of fymptoms oecafioned 
by difeafes of this clafs, and who remarked at 
the fame time, that all their fymptoms depend 
upon too much or too little nervous energy. 
But M. Tiflot obferves, in his Preface, that 
Sydenham was not the firft who referred hyf- 
teric affection to the nerves; this difcovery 
having been made thirty years before his time, 
by Charles Pifo, a phyfician of Lorraine, in a 
work entitled, JDe Morbis ex colluvie et diluvie. 
Artis. Pifo’s book, which abounds with the 
phyfiological errors of the preceding ages, was 
publilhed in 1618, ten years before the appear¬ 
ance of Harvey’s great work, which made fo 
thorough a change in phyfiological reafoning. 

Our authoF remarks, that after the time of 
Sydenham and Willis, both of whom made, 
many valuable obfervations on affections of 
the nerves, this clafs of difeafes was fo far from 
being improved, that fucceeding writers re¬ 
turned to the old and erroneous doCtrines, feem- 
ajigly through ignorance of what had been don* 
by their predecefiors j fo that in 1.750, the 

works 
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aworks of Cheyne and Hoffmann were almoft 
the only valuable ones on this fubjeft * and yet 
neither of thefe contains much more than what 
is to be found in the writings of the two juft 
now mentioned. Since that time, the works 
of Boerhaave, Whytt, and Lorry, on this 
fubjett, have made their appearance. Each of 
thefe contains many excellent things, but they 
are all of them very different in their plan from 
the prelent work, on which the author has 
employed himfelf it feems, at times, ever fince 
the year I755. The third volume, which 
treats on the epilepfy, having been the firft 
finilhed, was publifhed iri 1770. Ill health, 
and a variety of avocations, have retarded the 
appearance of the remainder till now. 

M. Tifiot begins by defcribmg firft the anato¬ 
my, and then the phynology of the nerves; thefe 
two parts fill the whole of the firft part of the firft 
volume. “ I am fearfuj (fays he) that miny ph)r 
Mt ficians will think it too long, and be of opinion, 
€ * that a very bulky volume of anatomy and phy- 
“ fiology is mifplaced at the head of a practical 
4t work j but I am fo thoroughly convinced, 
“ that it is impofijble to form an exaft idea of 
“ 4 difeafe without knowing both the parts in 
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‘f which it is Seated, and their fun&ions in 
“ a healthy (late, that I dare affirm,, that the 
“ fmall progrefs made in practice, is owing to 
*f the liftle fkill phyficians have in anatomy anti 
“ phyfiology. 1 have obferved, that in pro- 
“ portion as we improve ourfelves in thefe twq 
“ branches of fcience, we acquire a greater rea- 
“ dinefs at diftinguifhing the caufes of difeafes, 
“ and of courle their true indications.” 

• 1 •» • 

He then proceeds to point out the plan of his 
work, which confifts in proceeding from the 
phyfiology, to the pathology and cure of 
nervous difeafes. , : . 

After extending his anatomical defcriptions 
through 190 pages, and tracing the nerves from 
their origin to the parts m which they are dis¬ 
tributed, our author gives a ffiort recapitulation 
of what he has advanced, by re-afcending, as it 
were, from thefe parts to the nerves, and point¬ 
ing out in a general way thofe which are diftri- 
buted to each- The remainder of the firlt part 
of the firft volume is employed on■ the phy¬ 
siology of the nerves. In each of .thefe parts 
we meet with a judicious compilation of what 
has been written by others on thefe fubje&s, but 
without the addition of any thing new. He 

relates 
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relates the different fyftems that have prevailed 
with- regard to the fun&ions of the nervous fyf- 
tem, and agrees with the generality of modem 
writers, in fuppofing the exiftence of a nervous 
fluid, but he rejefts the notion adopted by M. 

j that there are two kinds of animal 
fpirits, the one intended for motion, and the 
other for fenfation. Speculating with regard to 
the nature of this fuppofed fluid, and the quick- 
nefs of its motion in mufcular aftion, he is led 
to notice its different rapidity in different ani¬ 
mals, and oblerves that this rapidity is probably 
greateft in an infe& deferibed by M. de 1 ’Ifle 
m the Hijl. de l Academie des Sciences for 171 r. 
This infedt it feems, which is fo minute as to be 
almoft invifible, makes 1080 fteps .in a fecond, 

without advancing more than fix inches in that 
time. . • , , .. , 

The fecond part of the firfl volume (or rather 
what we would call the fecond volume, for it is 
printed and paged feparately from the firft) 
begins with obfervations on the effefts of 
poifons, which M. Tiffot contends are by no 
means foreign to his work, not only becaufe 
they include all the fympeoms of nervous difor- 
ders, but becaufe they are or may be reckoned 

amongft 
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amongft the caufes of thefe difeafes, perfon* 
who have had the misfortune to be poifoned, 
being almoft always fubjcft to them during the 
remainder of their lives ; and accordingly, adds 
our author, Boerhaave, in his treatife on difor- 
ders of the nerves, employs almoft fixty pages 
on poifons* 

Our author fets out with remarking, that if 
we except a fmall number that appear to aft 
by their ftypticity, all poifons exert their effefts 
by means of a very acrid and irritating prin¬ 
ciple, that is fixed in fome, and extremely vola¬ 
tile in others. He obferves, that poifons have 
been diftinguifhed into mineral, vegetable, and 
animal, but that this arrangement, which was 
firft introduced by Mead, throws no light on 
their aftion. Our author confines himfelf to 
the effeft of the irritation, which may be a|>- 
plied i i ft, by refpiration to the different parts 
of the pituitary membrane. 2dly, By the cu¬ 
taneous inhalation. 3dly, By wounds. 4thly, 
By deglutition. 5thly, By clyfters. 6thly, By 
injeftions, either into the blood veffels, or cavi¬ 
ties of the thorax and abdomen, or into the 
hollow vifcera. To the firft of thefe clafies, he 
obferves > may be referred all thofe extremely 

volatile 
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volatile poifons which kill the moment they arc 
fefpired, and likewife all thofe lefs powerful orie9 
which without killing prove extremely noxious. 
Certain Aowers and chymical exhalations, me¬ 
phitic vapours, the inflammable air of ftagnant 
waters, vapours arifmg from animal and Vegeta¬ 
ble fubltances in a ftate of putrefaction, &c. 
are of this kind j and although feveral. of thele 
prove deftru&ive, chiefly by vitiating the air, 
and infefting the fluids, yet it has been very 
clearly perceived, that another caufe of death, 
which exifts perhaps in all of them, and in feve¬ 
ral is the principal agent, is the exceflive . acri¬ 
mony which excites a violent fpafm of the 
bronchiae that proves fuddenly fatal. Our au¬ 
thor quotes from the Philofophical TranfaCtions 
the cafe of a woman who was killed by fleep- 
ing in a chamber in which there was a great 
quantity of rofes. He mentions another in- 
ftance on the authority of Triller, of a fimilar 
efiett produced by violets. He adds, that 
there are fome plants which have but little 
odour, aud yet their odoriferous part, fmall as ic 
is, is truly poifonous. He obferves that Boer- 
haave, after informing us that at one time he 
had like to have been killed by imprudently 

venturing 
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venturing too near the fumes of fomc fpirit of 
vitriol he was preparing according to Van Hel- 
mont’s procefs, and that at another he was 
expofed to fimilar danger from the vapour of 
putrid urine, relates two fads which are ft ill 
more curious. One of thefe concerns Tachenius, 
who on opening a veflel in which he had been 
fubliming arfenic, was inftantly feized with ex^ 
cruciating pain at the pit of the ftomach, fyn- 
cope, cold fweat, vomiting, and a general 
fpafm, which gave way only by degrees to a ve¬ 
getable diet •, the other is of a painter, whb tipon 
opening a box in which he had long kept fome 
realgar, perceived a flight fmell, and - immedi¬ 
ately fell into a fyncope, from which- he-was 
with difficulty recovered. It is very evhdenr,' 
remarks M. Tifiot, that both thefe accidentsi 
were occafion^d wholly by the irritation of the 
nervous fyftem. Fernelius, fays he, fpeaks of a 
filverfmith, who by ufing mercury in gilding 
fuddenly became deaf and dumb, and loft his 
underftanding ; and Etmuller having been ex¬ 
pofed by the breaking of a retort, to the fumes, 
of fulphur and antimony, found his breaft fo 
much irritated, that he continued to cough at 
times for upwards of a month. “ Even the 

“ vapour 
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** vapour of iimple fea water, adds our author, 
“ in a corrupted Rate, becomes one of the mod 
** adive poil'ons. An inftance of this fort is 
related in the Memoirs of the Acad, of Sc. for 
* e 1745, in which wear? told, that a failor fell 
“ down dead upon drawing up a bucket of fea 
“ water from the hold of a fhip at Rochefort •, fix 
lt of his comrades, who were at fome little diftance 
“ from him, fell down deprived of their fenfes, 
tf and were feized with violent convulfions. The 
“ furgeon of the lhip running to their affillance, 
“ experienced the fame effeds: the failor who 
“ died voided blood from his mouth, nofe, and 
“ ears ; and his body was foon in fo putrid a 
“ ftate, that it wasimpoffible to^pen it. There 
“ are but too many inftances of perfons poi- 
“ foned by letters, by gloves, in a word, by 
breathing the flighted particle of a very vola- 
tile and oftentimes inodorous poifon, for acri- 

ft mony may be of a nature capable of exciting 

«* 

a violent fpafm, without affording any fmelL. 
w The Emperor Henry VI, was poifoned by a 
V pair of gloves •, John King of Caftile, accord- 
f “ ing to fome hiftorians, by a pair of boots 
prepared by a Turk; and Lewis XIV. fear- 
“ ing there was a projed for poifoning Philip V. 
Vol. I. N* 1 . F “ cautioned 
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V cautioned him not to open any letters, or 
make ufe of gloves, or fmell to any thing. 
“ There are not wanting inftances of poifoned 
“ candles •, and fome hiftorians are of opinion, 
“ that the fecond Cardinal de Guife was poifoned’ 
“ in a procefiion at Avignon, by the fumes of 
“ the flambeaux that were carried before him. " 
“ Boerhaave aflerts, and no perfon was ever 
f* more deferving of being credited, that he 
knows of poifons capable of killing in the 
“ twinkling of an eye, without producing any 
“ fymptoms of difeafe. The exhalations of 
“ the manzanilla, a poifonous tree of America, 
“ that cannot be approached till care has been 
4< taken to di^pate its vapour: thofe of the 
Ahouai of the Weft Indies, and of the Ahouai 
< e of Madagafcar j thofe of the root of Bejuga 
“ when boiled, are dangerous only from their 
“ acrimony, and it is not by their rendering the 
“ air unfit for refpiration, that we can fufped 
“ them of proving noxious, fince it is clearly 
“ demonftrated that vegetables reftore this qua- 
“ lity to air, when it has been deprived of it by 
w other caufes j and that befides, the fymptoms 
“ they occafion, are not fuch as depend on that 
<( caufe.” 


\ 
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Among the poifons of this kind our author 
enumerates the exhalation that infefts the Samyel 
or Sanutn , a wind that blows in certain parts of 
Arabia, and proves almoft inftantaneoufly de- 
ftructive, corrupting the dead bodies with fo 
much rapidity, that the limbs may eafily be 
feparated from the trunk •, and'likewife the Har - 
mat an, that blows in the month of January on 
the coaft of Guinea, and fometimes occafions 
blindnefs, and other baneful effects. 

Peftilential poifons, fuch as the poifon of the 
plague, and the effluvia of putrid animal fub- 
ftances, in the opinion of M. Tifiot, act by pro¬ 
ducing palfy rather than fpafm. 

Under this head of poifons that aft upon the 
pituitary membrane, our author clafles fternuta- 
tories, and mentions a cafe that occurred to Boer- 
haave, of a man, who, by fnuffing up white 
hellebore that had been imprudently given to 
him, fell into fuch violent fneezings, that he 
would perhaps have died of Tetanos if the irri¬ 
tation had not been fpeedily removed: 

Under the fecond head, that of abforption by 
the (kin, our author mentions Profeflor Monro's 
experiments deferibed in the Phyf. and Lit. Ef- 
fays, and likewife a curious faff from Diemer- 

F 2 broeckj 
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broeck, concerning an adventurer, who, during 
the plague of Nimeguen, diftributed at a very 
high price a kind of amulet, that was fuf- 
pended round the neck by way of prefervative. 
This amulet, which proved to be a preparation 
of arfenic, not only produced black puitules 
on the fkin, but likewife occafioned pains in the 
breaft, which ceafed upon its being removed. 
Another cafe is related from Wepfer, of a young 
woman at Bafil, who by rubbing her head with 
an ointment compofed of butter and arfenic, in 
order to deftroy vermin, brought on at firft 
violent pains, and afterwards a fwelling of her 
whole head, delirium, fever, and on the fixth 
day, death. A third inftance is quoted from 
Sproegel ( experim . circa venen) of a woman at 
Gottingen, who having fprinklcd fome powder 
of cobalt on her daughter’s head as a cure for 
the tinea, had the mortification to fee her die in 
great agonies a few hours after. Dr. Sproegel 
covered fome ulcers in a dog with the fame pow¬ 
der, and the animal died in the fame manner. 

I The fame phyfician afterwards fhaved the back 
of another dog, and after making fmall incilioris 
in it, fprinkled them with about a drachm of 
arfenic j the animal immediately fell into violent 

convul- 
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convulfions, accompanied with the ftronged ef¬ 
forts to vomit, and the fame fymptoms in fhort 
. as if it had taken the poifon by the mouth •, it 
died in convulfions at the end of five hours. 
The fkin of the back was fwelled and of a 
black livid colour; the flomach, intedines, 
pleura, bread, and lungs, were inflamed in the 
fame manner as might have been expected if he 
had fwallowed the poifon. Boerhaave in his Prve- 
ieft . feft. *1122, relates a horrid indance of a 
fimilar effedt from a poifonous ointment em¬ 
ployed during the plague at Vienna. This oint¬ 
ment, which confided of lard impregnated with 
the peftilential virus, was ufed for the mod vil¬ 
lainous purpofes, and when rubbed on the fur- 
face of the body proved fpeedily fatal. M. 
Tifiot remarks that he has often experienced 
alarming effe&s from the mod Ample ointments j 
there are fome perfons, he obferves, whofe cuta¬ 
neous nerves are fo fenfible, that ointments of 
every kind immediately, or at lead after a very 
- Ihort time, produce an eryfipelatous eruption 
that he has feen fpread over the whole body, and 
©ccafion true nervous fymptoms that have conti¬ 
nued for feveral days $ and among a variety of 
inftances of very confiderable irritation excited by 
the application of the bark of the Daphne Laurcola 

or 



[ 46 J 


Or Spurge Laurel , which of late years has been fo 
much in vogue, he remembers feveral in which 
he obferved exactly the fame fymptoms as might 
have been expected from poifon. 

Our author remarks, that it is a well known 
faft that feveral poifons, fuch as the oil of tobacco, 
the poifon of the viper, &c. that are extremely ac¬ 
tive when applied to a wound, occafion no ill ef¬ 
fect when fwallowed. Thus we find that theMarfi 
and Pfyllii fucked the wounds of the Roman foldi- 
ers the moment after they had been bit by the veno¬ 
mous ferpents of Africa; and upon this fame prin¬ 
ciple, Cozzi, viper-catcher to the grand duke of 
Tufcany, fwallowed a drachm of the poifon of the 
viper, without being incommoded by it, although 
one or two drops of it were fufficient to kill an ani¬ 
mal when dropped into a wound. 

M. Tifiot oblerves, that different poifons in¬ 
troduced into wounds, produce different effe&s; 
that of the afp, for example, renders the pati¬ 
ent lethargic ; that of the coluber certifies occa- 
fions tetanos ; that of the viper, jaundice; that 
of the feps, gangrene; while that of the coluber 
dipfas inflames the oefophagus, and excites an 
ardent third; and that of the rattlefnake kills 
inftantaneoufly, without producing any fenfible 
effe&s. Our author remarks, that in animals 

that 
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that have been killed by the bite of the viper 
no lenfible change was to be difcovered in the 
body, that could lead to a difcovery of its mode 
of operation •, but he prefumes it may be confi- 
dered as a certainty that in almoft all thefe cafes 
the nervous fyftem is Angularly affected. He 
obferves that MelchiorFries attributed too much 
to Ample mechanical irritation, when he fup- 
pofed that the viper difcharged no poifon into 
the wound, but proved noxious merely by irri- 
• tating the part with its tooth ; and that the late 
M. Pouteau, without denying the exiftence of 
virus, was no lefs in the wrong, when he afierted 
that all the fymptoms in fuch cafes were occa¬ 
sioned by local irritation, that is, by its effedts on 
the wound. 

After relating the effedts of the bite of the 
rattlefnake, as given in the Philof. Tranf. N° 399, 
our author quotes a curious fadt from Tavernier 
concerning an Indian, prince, whom he had oc- 
cafion to fee put a criminal to death by running 
a poifbned lance into one of his toes. Two 
furgeons, who were at hand, immediately am¬ 
putated the toe, but this did not prevent the 
unhappy wretch from expiring very fpeedily in 
pon^ylfions. Bontius, adds M. Tiffot, who 
- • pradtifed 
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praftifed phyfic for a long time in the Ead Itf? 
dies, fays, that the mod ufual fymptom from 
wounds with poifoned arrows is a violept ec- 
dafy ; the patient feems intoxicated, daggers* 
and loon falls down dead *, fymptoms th&t arts 
evidently the effe&s of an injury done to the nert 
vous fydem. 

As a linking inftance of the effects of poifons 
taken internally, our author quotes Wepfer's ac¬ 
count of feven children poifoned by water hem¬ 
lock, which they midook for another plant. 

Jacob Maeder, one of thefe children, aged fix 
years, returned home chearful, but in a Ihort time 
complained of acute pain at the pit of his do- 
tnach, and almod in the-fame inftant fell down 
fenielefs, and made water with fo much force, 
that the flow of urine reached to the; height of 
five feet; foon after he was attacked with vio¬ 
lent convulfions ; his jaws became fo clofed that 
it was impofiible to open them he had an io- 
cefiant grinding of his teeth, his eyes, were 
horridly didorted, blood gufhed from , his ears 
he had a violent hiccup, and frequent inclina¬ 
tion to vomit •, but his mouth was fo firmly 
fhut that it was impofiible for him to void any 
thing. At the epigadrium a tumour appeared 

of 



of the fize of a man’s fift, attended with con- 
fiderable pulfation •, his arms and legs were af¬ 
fected by the ftrongeft convulfions, his head 
and trunk bent backwards formed an arch,' 
under which another child was able to pafs. 
Thefe fymptoms relaxed for a moment, but 
foon returned with the fame violence, and he 
expired before this painful fcene had lafted half 
an hour. 

Matthew Graff, a little after the death of Ja¬ 
cob Maeder, was attacked with vertigo, which 
at firft obliged him to fit down, but it was not 
long before he fell into violent convulfions, at¬ 
tended with opiftohotnos and locked jaw ; they 
broke out fome of his teeth in order to get a 
little theriaca and vinegar into his ftomach, but 
his cefophagus was in fuch a ftate of fpafm, as 
would nor allow him to fwallow •, and a tumour 
that appeared at the pit of his ftomach, beat 
with fo much violence, that the preffure of the 
ftrongeft hand could not moderate its efforts. 
The paroxyfm continued in full force for half an 
hour, without any evacuation taking place, and 
the patient died. 

The belly and face of Madder had fwelled, but 
in Graff the fwelling was fo general, that it was 
Vol. I. N°I. G impofi 
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impoflible to get his cloaths off. From the mo¬ 
ment of his death to that of his being interred, 4 
great quantity of green froth came out of his 
mouth; and the fame circumftance occurred in 
Masder. 

The five others experienced fimilar fymptoms 
as the two that died ; but having vomited up 
the poifon by means of a folution of theriaca in 
vinegar, foon got well. 

Boerhaave had occafion to fee eight children 
who were poifoped by the fame root, which pro¬ 
duced the fame fymptoms as thofe deferibed by 
Wepfer. He gave to all of them a folution of 
white vitriol, and all who vomited recovered. 

Our author pbferves, that fome poifons feem 
to a<fl more upon certain nerves than others •, 
the deadly nighilhade, for inftance, affects the 
nerves of the eyes in a fingular manner. 

M. Tiffot elofes his remarks on the effedts of 
poifons with an account of the experiments made 
in this way on animals by Mortimer, Tangrilh, 
Sproegel, and others. 

In the following fedlion our author attempts to 
explain the adtion of the nerves, and after offer¬ 
ing his conjedturcs on this fufjedf, proceeds to 
review what has been laid by different writers 

con T 
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Concerning their ganglions, and coverings, on 
both of which heads he feems chiefly to adopt 
the opinions of Haller. He next deferibes the 
functions of the nerves, which he reduces to four, 
viz. i. feeling; 2. determining mufcular adion > 
3. aflifting in nutrition ; 4. aflifting the fecre- 
tionSi 

f T’o be continued. ] » 


IV. Torberni Bergman, Chemiae Profefibris et 
Equitis aurati Reg. Ordinis de Wafa; Acad. 
Jmp. N. C. Regiarumque Academiarum et 
Societatum, Upfal. Stock, utriufque, Londin. 
Goetting. Berol. Gothob. et Lund. Sodalis, 
Parifinae Correfpondentis, Opufcula Phyjica et 
Cbemica , pleraque *ntea feorfim edit a ^ jam ab 
auttorc collegia, revifa , et aufla. Cum Tabulis 
ALneis. 8vo. Holmis. Tom. I. 404 Pages. 

T HIS is the firft volume of a very interefting 
work : it confifts of eleven diflertations, 
which we fhall review in the order in which they 
are printed. The firft of thefe eflays treats de 
ucido acreOi or as it is commonly, though impro- 

G 2 perly 
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perly called, fixed r.ir. In this difeourfe, amidft 
a great variety of matter with which, as might 
be expefted, the chemical reader is already well 
acquainted, we meet with many rrew and inge¬ 
nious obfervations ; we lhall content ourfelves 
with felefting from it fuch as are not generally 
known. With regard to the name of acidum 
aereum , which he has given to this fluid, our 
author remarks that it feemed to Aim to be the 
moft proper of any, as there are different kinds 
of fixed air, and the term mephitic air is applica¬ 
ble to any kind of air unfit for refpiration. In 
order to procure a pure acidum aereum, he re¬ 
commends it to be twice palled through water, 
that it may be thoroughly deprived of any hete¬ 
rogeneous acid combined with it. He obferves, 
that whatever acid we employ, the refult will be 
the fame, provided no acidum fumans is made ufe 
of, fo that if the nitrous or marine acids are had 
recourfe to, we mufl be careful to dilute them 
fufficiently. For the extrication of his aerial acid, 
our author prefers the pellucid tranfparent calca¬ 
reous fpar to chalk, the latter being almoft al¬ 
ways contaminated with marine acid. When 
this procefs is carried on by means of fire, 
magnefia, we are told, will be preferable to the 

caka- 
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calcareous earths, the former yielding the aerial 
acid much fooner, and by a gentler heat than 
the latter. For this purpofe he ufes a fmall retort 
of green glafs, only an inch in diameter, with a 
very (lender neck. He places this vefiel in a cru¬ 
cible, furrounded with gypfum. Another me¬ 
thod of procuring the aerial acid is by fermenta¬ 
tion. For this purpofe we are directed to take 
twenty oz. of coarfe fugar, and the fame quan¬ 
tity of yeaft, to which we are to add 200 cubic 
inches of water in a glafs vefiel, large enough to 
contain 350 cubic inches, which is to be placed 
in a degree of heat equal to 59 0 of Fahrenheit’s 
thermometer. In fix or (even hours the common 
air will be expelled from the vefiel. He ob- 
ferves, that the accefs of the external air is not 
necefiary for fermentation ; it is fufficient if the 
air extricated finds an exit. 

The aerial acid is always the fame by what¬ 
ever method it is procured. When we wifh to 
impregnate water with it, our author recom¬ 
mends a heat a little above the freezing point of 
Fahrenheit’s thermometer. In a heat of 41* 
it takes in fomewhat more than its own bulk of 
the aerial acid ; in a heat of 50° it abforbs only a 
quantity equal to its own volume; and as the 
heat U increafed, it takes in ftill lefs. 
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The weight of diftilled water at $ 6 6 of Fah¬ 
renheit, when compared with water faturated 
with aerial acid, is as 1,0015 t0 r»ooo. This 
faturated water in a heat not much above 32 0 , 
is almoft taftelefs, but if kept an hour or two 
in a heat of 59 0 or 6o°, it affords a pungent 
and agreeable acidulous tafle. 

A folution of belijlropium in water, diluted fo 
as to be of a fine blue colour) a ftrong folution 
inclining rather to a violet tinge (became evi¬ 
dently red by the addition of To part of aerial 
acid j but the fyrup of violets, and other blue 
vegetable juices were not in the leaft changed by 
this addition. 

The vegetable fixed alkali faturated with aerial 
acid yields quadrangular prifinatic chryftals, 
which our author defcribes as being formed 
“ apidbus utrimpue e ducbus triangulis itrverfis , tec- 
“ tique injlar conniventibus , for triads” In a tem¬ 
perate heat thefe chryftals may be diffolved in 
four times their quantity of water. They con¬ 
tain 0,32 of water, 0,20 of aerial acid, and 
0,48 of alkali. Their tafte is (lightly alkaline. 
They precipitate Mercury from fublimate in 
the form of a white powder, efpccially if the 
powdered chryftals have for fome days been ex- 
pofed to the open air. 
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The mineral alkali faturated with aerial acid, 
gives chryftals of a different form, “ cbryjtallos dt- 
“ caedras vel potius oftaedras , apicibus duobus op- 
“ pq/itis^ qua maximum partem truncatis.” They 
contain 0,16 of aerial acid, 0,64 of water, and 
©,2Q of alkaline fait. 

100 parts of pure mineral alkali (deprived of 
its water and aerial acid) require 77 parts of vi¬ 
triolic, 1351 of nitrous, and 125 of marine acid 
for its faturation; the proportions with the 
pureft vegetable alkali are 78^, 64, 55^. 

The chryftals of volatile alkali faturated with 
aerial add were lefs regular than the others, but 
feemed to be odiagonal. They contain 0,12 of 
water, 0,45 of aerial acid, and 0,43 of al¬ 
kali. 

The earth, which when faturated with vitrio¬ 
lic acid, confticutes what we call fpatbum ponde- 
rcfum , and which our author on that account 
ftiles terra ponder of we are told, is very differ¬ 
ent from calcareous earth. Combined with wa¬ 
ter, it forms a kind of lime-water, an hundred 
parts of which contain 0,5 of aerial acid, 0,30 
pf water, and 0,65 of earth. Water difiolves 
pbout part of its own weight of this earth. 

Pellucid calcareous fpar lofes by burning 9,45 

Pf 



[ 5 « ] 


of its weight j 0,34 parts of this are aerial acid, 
and 0,11 of water: our author for this reafon 
confiders crude calx as a kind of neutral fait, 
and pure calx, or quick-lime, as a real alkaline 
fait. Of this laft he informs us, that water will 
diflolve hardly parts of its weight. 

In the fame manner as vitriolated tartar, gyp- 
fum, and other falts difiblve with greater facility 
in acidulated than pure water, fo crude calx is 
found to diflolve with the greateft eafe in water 
impregnated with the aerial acid. 

Speaking of the common magnefia alba, our 

author obferves that parts of it diflolve in 

water, and that it contains 0,25 parts of aerial 

acid, 1,30 of water, and 0,45 of pure earth that 

does not feem to diflolve in water. Water fatu- 
* 

rated with aerial acid diflolves of its own 
weight of common magnefia in a heat equal to 
59° of Fahrenheit. 

Pure argilla , or what is commonly called 
terra aluminis , is not diflolved by aerial acid ; 
but our author obferves, that this acid feems to 
have fome effefl upon it, when alum is precipi¬ 
tated by alkali faturated with aerial acid. This 
acid has no effeft upon flliceous earth. 

Pure aerial acid, or fixed air, in its elaftic 

ftate. 
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(late, does not ad upon iron ; but our author 
found that water .impregnated with this acid, 
diflolved rs’fo o P art °f we >ght of the water, 
without depriving the iron of its phlogiilon. 
Alkalis perfectly faturated with this acid do not 
precipitate this iron. 

Water faturated with aerial acid not only dif- 
folves zinc, but alfo its calx in great quantity. 
Alkalis, as above with iron, produce no preci¬ 
pitation. 

Magnefium (or, as it is perhaps more properly 
called, mangnnefium^ for the lake of diftinguifliing 
this new difcovered femi-metul from magnefiaj is 
eafily diflolved by water faturated with aerial 
acid, but its calx is not fo eafily affeded. The 
folution of manganeflum afforded a dilagreeablc 
fmell, not unlike that of burnt fat. 

Of the other metals few will diifolve in this 
acidulated water, and even thefe few muft be 
previoufly divided into the moil minute par¬ 
ticles by precipitation, o.therwife they are not in 
the lead affeded by it. 

From our author’s experiments with this 
acid and inflammable fubilances, it appears that 
in a heat equal to 50° degrees, of Fahrenheit 
fpirit of wine abforbed twice its bulk of aeria^ 
Vql, I. N a I. H acid. 
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acid, olive oil fomewhat more than its own bulk, 
oil of turpentine nearly twice that quantity, 
and this latter with Angular avidity. iEther by 
means of aerial acid, is expanded to twice its 
ufual bulk, but this expanfion difappears in water. 

The different kinds of hepar fulphuris, the 
liquor filicum, and the foaps, are all of them 
decompoled by the aerial acid. 

From experiments made with a view to de¬ 
termine the Ample cleftive attraftions of this 
acid, the author is enabled to give the following 
. table of affinities : 

Terra ponderofa. 

Calx pura. 

Alkali Axum vegetabile. 

Alkali Axum minerale, 

MagneAa. 

Alkali volatile. 

Zincum. 

ManganeAum. 

Ferrum. 

From all our author’s experiments, it evi¬ 
dently appears, that this Axed air, as it has been 
called, is a real acid, though weaker, and of a 
nature different from any other. It attrafts fmoke 
very ftrongly. He Ands that its fpeciAc gravity 
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is 0,0006 greater than that of common air, and 
from this circumftance he is induced to imagine 
that this acid abounds more in the lower than 
in. the higher flrata of the atmofphere. This 
difference he thinks may be owing to the fer¬ 
mentations and other decompofitions of bodies 
near the furface of the earth, the effect of which 
is to difengage more or lefs of this aerial acid. 
He alfo conjectures that it may be precipitated 
from the higher regions of the air by lightning. 

[ ‘To be continued. ] 
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SECTION II. 

Essays and Observations. 

I. A new Method of treating Uterine Hemorrhages 
after Delivery. By M. Saxtorph, M. D. (from 
the Ada Havnienfia, Vol. II.) 

ff^HIS new method, which confifls in the ufe 
JL of vinegar and water injeCted into th« 
uterus, has fucceeded in three cafes of menor¬ 
rhagia, that had refilled every other means * 

H 2 ®f 
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of cure. In the firft cafe the flow of blood from 
the uterus had continued 4 hours, and cold drink, 
as well ascold applications to the abdomen had 
been tried without effect. No pulfe or refpira- 
tion were perceptible, and the patient was per¬ 
fectly cold. In this date a mixture of vinegar 
.and cold water was injected»into the uterus. 
The haemorrhage was immediately ftopt, and the 
patient’s puli'e and breathing returned. The rea- 
fon why injections of this fort have fo often 
failed in cafes of menorrhagia and fluor albus, is 
perhaps owing to their having been thrown up 
into the vagina only, and not into the uterus. In 
this patient the injection was repeated three or 
four times, and fhe was perfectly recovered in 
fourteen days. The lochia flowed in fmall quan- 
tity, and flie fecreted but little milk. 

In the fecond cafe the patient from the conti¬ 
nuance of the uterine difchargc was troubled 
with convulfions and frequent fyncope, but as 
foon as the injeCtion was thrown into the uterus, 
the menorrh 3 gy ftopt, and fhe recovered in a 
fhort time. 

In the third cafe the uterine haemorrhage had 
been thrice ftopt by prefliire and cold applicar 
tions to the abdomen, but conftantly returned 

again. 
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again, till at length the fame injection was ufed 
as in the other cafes, and proved equally effec¬ 
tual. 

With regard to uterine haemorrhages it may 
be obfervcd, that if the placenta is attached to 
the anterior furface of the uterus, , its adhefion is 
always uncommonly flrong. The more that part 
of the uterus to which the placenta is fixed is 
extended during pregnancy, and the more that 
fame part is in confequence of fuch extenfion 
contracted after delivery, fo much the more eafily, 
in general, will the placenta be feparated, and fo 
much the lefs reafon will there be to fear me- 
northagia. The fundus uteri is, during preg¬ 
nancy, the moft extended, and after delivery the 
moft and the quickeft contracted of courfe the 
placenta, when attached to the fundus, is al¬ 
ways eafily feparated, and it very feldom hap¬ 
pens that its removal occafions a violent flood¬ 
ing ; on the contrary, the anterior lurface of the 
uterus not being much ftretched, and contract¬ 
ing little and flowly after delivery, the placenta 
when fixed to this part will, in general, adhere 
very' ftrongly, and its feparation frequently giv» 
rife to confiderable haemorrhage. It will there¬ 
fore be prudent for the accoucheur, as foon as 
' he 
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he perceives that the placenta adheres to the 
anterior furface of the uterus, to provide himfelf 
with a fyringe, and cold water, and to be care¬ 
ful not to feparate the cake till he is convinced 
that the uterus begins to contract itfelf, and 
even then to proceed flowly. 


II. A new Method of treating the Fiftula Lacbry - 
malts. By Mr. William Blizard, Surgeon , 
F. A. S. (abridged from the Philofophical 
Tranfadtions, Vol. LXX. Parti.) 

T H E principal means of cure in the firft 
and moft fimple Itage. -of the fijlula lachry- 
malis , are, jft, compreflion; declared by expe¬ 
rienced practitioners to be injudicious. 2d, The 
palling an inftrument into the noltril and up 
the dudt -, a troublefome and painful operation. 
The introducing a probe through one of the 
pundta into the dudt; by experience proved to be 
inadequate to the defign. 4th, The impelling a 
fluid by a fyringe thro*one of the pundta-, allowed 
to be fometimes ufeful. On reflecting upon this 
lad method, Mr. Blizard was induced to think, 
that if a fluid of a great degree of fpecific gra¬ 
vity. 
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vity, as quickfilver, could be pafled through one 
of the pundta, fo as to fill the fac and dudt, and 
prefs upon the obftrudted part, it might reafon- 
ably be expedled to remove it, or at lead to 
have a much better chance of doing this thari a 
watery fluid ; he therefore provided an inftru¬ 
ment for the purpofe j it con lifts of a fine fteel 
pipe, a little curved, cemented in a glafs tube 
about fix inches long : at the top of the tube 
is a wooden funnel, and at the bottom of this a 
valve; but he thinks the valve unrieceflary, as 
the quickfilver may be poured in by an af- 
fiftant. 

Mr. Blizard has tried this inftrument in one 
patient, who had been troubled with a flux of 
tears and mucus down the cheek from the 
pundta of the right eye-lids, about feven months. 
The fteel pipe was pafled into the inferior punc¬ 
tual without pain or difficulty. The quick¬ 
filver was then pourpd into the funnel, and when 
it regurgitated out by the fuperior pundtum, the 
inftrument lyas withdrawn. The quickfilver 
lay in the fac and dudt without exciting pain, 
about thirty-hours, when it pafled into-the 
nofe. On the third day the operation was re- 

i 1 

peated, and upon gently comprefling the fac, 

the 



[ «4 ] 


the greatefl: part of the quickfilver and fome 
congealed mucus parted into the noftril. After 
the iecond or third operation, the fwelling and 
diftenfion of the fac entirely fubfided. Upon 
raifing the column of quickfilver to twelve 
inches, it parted into the nofe with much greater 
velocity than before. The patient after this 
proccfs had been repeated four times, at inter¬ 
vals of a few days, had no difeharge of mucus, 
and a tear but very feldom, fo that the parts had 
a perfectly healthy appearance. Mr. Dlizardob- 
ferves, that this operation will perhaps avail only 
in the firft or fimpleft llage of the diforder, and 
concludes with remarking that it is fimplc, 
cafily executed, productive of but little pain, 
and attended with no kind of danger. 


SECTION III, 

Medical and Philosophical News. 

T H E Royal Society of Sciences at Copen¬ 
hagen have propofed the following prize 
queftion : “ Genefin aeris puriflimi, vulgo 

“ dephlo- 
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€t dephlogifticati, ex calcibus metallorum, vel 
“ per fe vel acido nitri faturatis, novis experi- 
“ mentis ad majorem claritatis gradum per- 
“ ducere, caput mortuum exattius examinare et 
“ inquirerej anne eadem aeris fpecies ope alio- 
“ rum acidorum produci queat ?” The prize 
is to be a gold medal, of the value of ioo rix 
dollars. The diflertations are to be written in 
Danifh, French, Latin, or German, and fent 
(port: paid) before the 31ft of Auguft 1781, to 
his Excellency M. de Hielmftierne, Knight of 
the Order of Danebrog, and Prefident of the 
Society* 


A paper has been lately communicated to the 
Royal Society by Richard Kirwan, Efq. F.R. S. 
deferibing the means of afeertaining the fpecific 
quantity of pure acid contained in any acid fait. 
In this paper the ingenious author has particu¬ 
larly determined the exa£l quantity of fixed air 
contained in different fubftances. By combin¬ 
ing algebraical calculations with chemiftry (a 
method that feems to be equally new and ingeni¬ 
ous) he finds himfelf able to afeertainthe 2500th 
part of a grain. The fame philofopher is at 
prefent profecuting experiments with a view to 
determine the fpecific proportion of phlogifton 
contained in the different metals. 

Vol. I* N* I. I 


M. Achard 



M. Achard has lately communicated' to th$ 
Royal Academy of Sciences at Berlin, a new 
method of exciting a degree of heat much fu- 
perior to any hitherto produced, and this by 
means of a fmall quantity of charcoal, or any 
other combuftible fubftance. At the fame time 
he read the defcription of a machine for dephlo- 
gifticating the air of apartments, and of courfe 
rendering them fitter for refpiration. 


At the anniverfary meeting of the Medical 
Society of London, on the 18th of January, 
tfie following gentlemen were elefted officers, of 
.the Society for the year enfuing; Dr. Simmons, 
F. R. S. Prefident; Dr. Lettfom, F. R. S. Trea- 
furer j Dr. Hulme, Librarian j Dr. Kooflray, 
Dr. Wood, and Mr. French, Secretaries. On 
this occafion an oration in Latin, on the belt 
means of profecuting medical enquiries, was 
delivered by Dr. Simmons. 

DEATHS. 

Dec. 2 6, 1780.—At his houfe in Harpur-* 
flreet, London, aged 69, John Fothergill, 
M.D. F. R. & A. S. S. Member of the Royal 
Colleges of Phyficians of London and Edin, 

• . burgh, 
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burgh, and of the Royal Medical Society at 

Paris ; a phyfician eminently diftihguifhed for 
his learning and practical fkill. His death was 
occafioned by a fupprefiion of urine, owing to 

an enlargement of the proftate. We are in- 

« • 

forrrted that Dr. Lettfom is engaged in writing 
his life, which he means to prefix to a com¬ 
plete collection of his works in 4to. fo that we 
hope foon to be enabled to prefent our readers 
with fome authentic memoirs of this juftly cele¬ 
brated phyfician. 

Jan. io, 1781.—At Bath, Mr. Philip Ditcher, 
furgeon. 

19.—At his houfe in Union-court, Broad- 
ftreet, London, aged 33 years, John Kooftray, 
M. D. Member of the Royal College of Phyfi- 
cians. Secretary to the Medical Society, and 
Phyfician to the London Difpenfary. 

21.—At Kingfton, in Surry, after a lingering 
illnefs, William Lewis, M. B. F. R. S. and 
Member of the Royal Academy of Sciences at 
Stockholm.—We Ihall be thankful to any of 
our readers who will favour us with anecdotes 
of this ingenious phyfician. 

12 
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SECTION IV. 

0 

M O N T H l Y CATALOGUE, 

t. T TEADS of Lectures on the Theory and 
JL X Practice of Medicine. By Andrew 
Duncan , M. D. See. Sec. The fecond edition 
corrected and enlarged, 8vo. 427 pages. Edin. 
1781. 

• Intended as a text-book for thofe who attend 
the author’s leisures. * 

2. Jobsnrds Brumnis , M. D. de Medicina 
Prcelettoris, Societatis Regiae Medicse Edinenfis 
Praefidis, Elementa Medicinae. Small octavo, 
421 pages. Edin. 1780. 

3. Modern Improvements in the Pra6tice of 
Phyfic, by Henry Manning , M. D. author of a 
treatife on the difeafes of women. 8vo. 448 
pages. London. 1780. 

4. Pauli de Czenpinjky , Difiertatid Zoologico- 
-Medica fiftens totius Regni animalis Genera, in 
Claffes, et ordines Linnseana Methodo digefta, 
praefixa cuilibet claffi terminorum Applicatione. 
8vo. Vienna. 122 pages. 

This is a ufeful work, efpecially for 
thofe who are beginners in the ftudy of medical 

zoology. 
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. -zoology. The author fometimes deviates from 
Linnasus in his arrangement. He has added the 
new fpecies that have been difcovered fince the 
lad edition of the Syjlema Natura. We are 
fbrry the additions are the lead frequent among 
the Mammalia. The work would have been 
lefs exceptionable if the author had omitted 
an idle dory related by Geffner, from hearfay, 
of two nightingales converfing together in Latin. 
This tale did well enough in the lad century. It 
would have been better likewife if the writer, in¬ 
dead of quoting fcraps of morality from Aufo- 
nius, Cicero, and St. Augudine, had given us the 
real efiential characters that didinguifh the fe- 
veral fpecies of homo from other animals. 

5. Magazin- fur liebaber der Entomologie, 
j. e. a Magazine for Lovers of Entomology,. By 
J, C, Fuefsli. 8vo. Zurich, with copper¬ 
plates. 

An agreeable and ufcful work for all thofe 
yrho employ themfelves on this branch of natural 
hiftory. • 

6 . J. A. Scopoli , Fundamenta Chernias Pra- 
le&ionibus publicis Accommodata. 8vo. 

. jPragae. 166 pages. 

The fird part.of this work treats of the ob- 
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je< 51 s and inftrumerits of chemiftry ^ the fecortd 
of iVs productions, and thefe are arranged and 
defcribed according to the operations, as, ill, 
calcination ; 2d, reduction ; 3d, folution ; 4th, 
precipitation •, 5th, diftillation •, 6th, fublima-^ 
tion 7th, mixture. The author every where 
adds the theory, but upon the whole we think 
his work far inferior to many other elementary 
books that have appeared on the fubjeCt. 

7. J. J. Plenk , Chirurgiae et artis Obftetriciae 
Profefloris Budcnfis, DoCtrina de Morbis Vene- 
reis. 8vo. 176 pages. Vienna, 1779. 

• This is a concife and judicious compilation of 
every thing that has appeared on the fubjeft, 
occafionally interfperfed with the author’s own 
remarks, which in general are well founded. 

8. Conamen Mappse generalis Medicamento- 
rum fimplicium, fecundum Affinitates Virium 
Naturalium, nova Methodo geographica difpo- 
fitorum, AuCtore Geo. Chrijtopb. Wurtx, M. D. 
cum Tabula aeriea. Argentor, 8vo. 221 pages. 

This performance, which may appear whim- 
fical to fome readers, feems to be executed with 
accuracy, and muft have coft the author much 
pains. The map is ?i inches in length and ao in 
width, and is neatly engraved. 

9. Traite 


j 
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9. Traite des Remedes Domeftiques, pour 
faire fuite au traite de la petite verole j par M. 
Grojfin Dubaume , Do&eur Regent, ancien Pro- 
feffeur des Inftituts de Medecine en l’Univerfit6 

• * * 1 

de Paris, et Medecin de 1 ’ Hotel Dieu, Paris. 

12mo. 172 pages. 

id. Differtation contre l’ufage des bouillons 
de viande dans le$ maladies febriles; Par M. 
Paul Charles de Laudup, M. D. Medecin 
a Tarafcon en Provence. Paris, ijmo. 263 
pages. 

The reader will find nothing new or intereft- 
mg in this differtation. It is written to prove 
what is well known to every man of obfervation, 
that in a ftate of fever, the fick are totally averfe 
to fiefh broths, while they relifh acidulated 
drink. 

11. Conje&ures fur le Temps oh ont vecu 
plufieurs anciens Medecins; par un Membre de 
la Societe Patriotique de Heffe Hombourg. 
Paris. i2mo. 83 pages. 

This little work, which is written by M. 
Goulin, is intended %o rectify fome miftakes 
into which he confefles to have fallen in his 
Memcirts Utteraires , with regard to the time at 
which Afclepiades ffovrUhed. 

12. In- 


I 



12. Inftrucion curativa de las viruelas; por 
cl Don Jofef Amar , M. D. &c‘. i. e. Remarks 
on the Cure of the Small Pox, by Don Jofeph 
Amar , M. D. phyfician to his Majefty, &c. 
Madrid, 4to. 164 pages. 

This performance will not imprefs the reader 
with a very favourable idea of the ftate of phyfic 
in Spain. Don Amar begins his work with a 
hiftory of the Small Pox, which is little more 
than a commentary on Rhazes. He declares 
himfelf gn enemy to inoculation. 

13. Lettre a M. de Brambilla, Ecuyer, pre¬ 
mier Chirurgien de L. L. M. M. I. R. A. et de 
leurs Armees ; par M. de Lambon , Ecuyer, pre¬ 
mier Chirurgien de feu S. A. R. la Duchefie de 
Lorraine et de Bar, &c. &c. fur trqis Opera¬ 
tions de la Symphyfe. Mons. Svo. 25 pages. 

The author of this letter has performed the 
fedtion of the fymphyfis pubis on two patients 
with fuccefs. One of the two women has un¬ 
dergone this operation twice, and- is now faid 
to be in perfeft health, as well as the child that 
was brought into the world by means of the 
fecond operation. 
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IV. Torbemi Bergman, Opufcula Phyftca et Che- 
mica , lAc. continued from Page 59. 

T HE fecond difiertation, entitled, De 
Analyji Aquarum, affords a m afterly 
view of every thing that has been writ¬ 
ten on the fubjeft; and as it is impoffible to 
give a fatisfa&ory account of it without copy¬ 
ing the greateft part of it, and the limits of 
our Journal will not allow us to do this, we 
fhall content ourfelves with giving the heads of 
Vol.I. N° II. K the 
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the different fe< 5 lions into which it is divided, viz. 

1. A fuccinft hiftory of the analyfis of waters. 

2. The neceffity of fuch analyfis. 3. The diffi¬ 
culties that attend it. 4. Heterogeneous fubftances 
found in waters. 5. Two means of difcover- 
ing them. 6. The phyfical qualities that are to 
be attended to. 7. The principal reagentia. 
8. How the volatile heterogeneous parts are to 
be colle&ed. * 9. How the fixed heterogeneous 
parts are to be collefled. jo. Of the refiduum 
that is infoluble in water. 11. Of the refiduum 
that is foluble in water. 12. The analyfis ought 
to be confirmed by fynthefis. 13. Of the choice 
and corre&ions of waters. 

In the third differtation the author treats 
de aquis Upfalienfibus •, and in the fourth de fonts 
Danemdrkenfi , a water which he tells us contains 
aerial acid, iron, ferrum vitrjolatum, alkali mi- 
nefale vitriolatum, gypfum, common fair, arid 
filiceous earth. 

In the fifth efiay the author relates his expe¬ 
riments upon fea water taken up in the latitude 
of the Canaries by his ingenious friend Dr. 
Sparrman, and brought to Sweden in bottles 
that were well corked. Profcffor Bergman hav¬ 
ing examined a canlharus (a Swedifh meafure 
that contains 100 cubic inches) of this water 

found 
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found that, compared with diftilled Water, its 
fpecific gravity was as 1,0289. evaporation 
it afforded a refiduum that weighed 3 ounces 
and 378 grains. The contents of this refiduum 
were as follows: 

Sea fait ?ij, 433 gr.j magnefia falita 380 gr.; 
gypfum 45 gr. 

It is therefore evidently confirmed by thefe ex¬ 
periments that the bitter tafte of fea water is en¬ 
tirely owing to the two latter fubftances. 

Towards the clofe of this differtation we meet 
with a very curious remark concerning fea water 
taken from great depths in the above-mentioned 
latitude, and which our learned profeffor found 
to have no bitter tafte. From this circumftance 
he very judicioufly infers, that if fea water, pro¬ 
cured from great depths, is every where the 
fame, it may be ufefully employed by naviga¬ 
tors ■, for by diluting it with an equal quantity 
of fweet water, it may fcrve to boil their vic¬ 
tuals, and thus be the means of faving at leaft 
half the quantity of fweet water. 

In the fixth differtation our author treats of 
the methods of preparing artificial cold mineral 
waters. He begins by analyfing the Seidfchiitfc, 
Seltzer, Spa, and Pyrmont waters, the four foreign 
mineral waters that are the moft ufed in Sweden. 

K 2 The 
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The weight of the firft of thefe, the Seidfchu tz, 
in a middle degree of heat, is in companion to 
that of cold water, as 42503 1042250. The 
contents of a Swedilh cantharus of this water in a 
heat of 59°, were found to be as follows, viz. 

Calxaerata (calx faturated with fixed air) 4$ gr.; 
calx vitriolata 24} gr.; magnefia aerata i2{ gr.; 
magnefia vitriolata (Epfom fait) 859I gr.; mag¬ 
nefia falita 21$ gr. 

To thefe are to be added four cubic inches of 
fixed, and two of common air, that were con¬ 
tained in this quantity of water. 

A cantharus of Seltzer water examined in the 

\ 

fame way, was found to contain of calx aerata 
17 gr. •, magnefia aerata 29^ gr.; alkali minerale 
chryftallifatum, 24 gr.; fal commune i09|-gr. Its 
fpecific gravity compared with that of diftilled 
water in a temperate heat, was found to be 
1,9027 * It yielded 59 cubic inches of fixed, 
and only one inch of common air. 

A fimilar quantity of Spa water yielded of 
ferrum aeratum 3! gr.; calx aerata 8f gr.; mag¬ 
nefia aerata 20 gr.; alkali minerale alkalifatum 
gr. ; fal commune 1 gr. Its fpecific gravity 
is 1,0010, and it was found to contain 45 cubic 
inches of fixed air. 

Pyrmont water afforded of ferrum aeratum 

Si 8 r * i 
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3I gr.; calx aerata 20 gr.; calx vitriolata 38-i gr .\ 
magnefia aerata 45 gr.; magnefia vitriolata 2 5 gr. 5 
fal commune 7 gr. Its fpecific gravity was to 
that of diftilled water, as 1 >0024, and it yielded 
50 cubic inches of fixed air. 

After giving a comparative table of the con¬ 
tents of thefe waters, and offering fome conjec¬ 
tures on the manner in which nature produces 
them, he proceeds to defcribe a method of pre¬ 
paring them by art. For this purpofe the 
pureft water is neceffary. Our author prefers 
that which is procured by diftillation from fnow 
water taken from places remote from habita¬ 
tions, and after the fnow has continued to fall 
two or three days. If no fnow can be procured, 
pure fpring water diftilled will anfwer the pur¬ 
pofe, and in order to deprive it of its empyreu- 
matic fmell after diftillation, it muft be expofed 
in veffels open to the air, but covered in fuch a 
manner that no dull can fall into them. 

To impregnate it with the aerial acid, he 
recommends the method invented by the late 
M. Venel of Montpellier as the moft fimple. 
Dr. Nooth’s machine appears to us very con¬ 
venient for this purpofe. When the water has 
abforbed a fufficient quantity of fixed air, he 
adds in the above-mentioned proportion, calx 

vitriolata 
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vitriolata (gypfum) prepared by difTolving 
tranfparent calcareous fpar in marind acid, and 
precipitating it afterwards by means of the vitri¬ 
olic. This fubftance is perfectly and very 
' readily difiolved by the acidulated water. In 
order to impregnate it with iron, 20 grains of 
iron filings are to be put into a clean linen bag, 
and fufpended in the water, which will diflblve 
as much of them as is requifite. 

Our author thinks with good reafon, that in 
preparing artificial mineral waters, gypfum and 
calx had better be omitted, as without thefe in¬ 
gredients it is perhaps of greater efficacy, and 
certainly is more agreeable to the tafte than the 
natural mineral waters. 

For the information of fuch of our readers 

% 

as may wifh to prepare thefe mineral waters* 
we (hall add our author’s preferiptions for 
each of them, viz. 

For Seidfcbiitz or bitter water , take of diftilled . 
water, impregnated with aerial acid, ifeij (of 3xij 
each) *, pure Epfom fait, 3v. gr. xx. 

For Seltzer water , take of common fait gr. xli, 
and well-dried mineral alkali (purified foda) 

g r - “ji- 

For Spa water y take of the fame mineral alkali 
gr. i|, and of common fait gr. j. 


For 
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For Pyrmont water , take of Epfom fait gr.xi^, 
and of common fait gr. To the two laft, viz. 
the Spa and Pyrmont waters, xvi or xx grains of 
pyre iron filings, free from ruft, are to be added 
in the manner juft now defcribed. Our author 
obferves, that the belt feafon for preparing thefe 
artificial mineral waters is the winter, the water 
being then capable ef abforbing the greateft 
quantity of fixed air. In twenty-four hours the 
folution is ufually complete, aud the water pre¬ 
pared, unlefs magnefia is added, for in that cafe 
the procefs will require feveral days. He con- 
fiders, however, the addition of this latter ingre¬ 
dient as perfectly unnecefiary. The water when 
prepared is to be preferved in glafs or ftone bot¬ 
tles, well corked, and placed with the corks 
downwards in a cellar for ufe. 

In his feventh diflertation our author defcribes 
the means of preparing artificial hot mineral 
waters. He begins with the Therm* Aerat*, or 
fuch as are impregnated with the aerial acid. 
He examined the Caroline waters, which are of 
this kind, and found that a cantharus contained 
pf calx aerata, gr. 3 5 ; Glauber’s fait, gr. 240 ; 
muriatic fait, gr. 32 •, mineral alkali, gr. 68 ; 
and fome iron. He next enquires into the na¬ 
ture of the Therma Hepatifate-, or warm mineral 

waters 





, k. 
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waters that contain hepatic air. By hepatic air 
our author means that which is emitted when 
hepar fulphuris is decompofed by any ftronger 
acid. This hepatic air confifts of fulphur com¬ 
bined with a great quantity of phlogifton, which 
on being expofed to the open air, flies off and 
a fulphureous cruft is precipitated. The Aix la 
Chapelle waters are the moft famous mineral 
waters of this kind. Tne author having exa¬ 
mined a quantity of thefe waters, taken up from 
the Emperor’s bath, found that a Swedifti can- 
tharus contained of calx aerata gr. 27 ; muriatic 
fait gr. 29 •, and mineral alkali gr. 70. 

In a heat of 50° a cantharus of diftilled water 
abforbs about 60 cubic inches of hepatic air, 
which, when decompofed by means of the nitrous 
acid, precipitates 8 grains of brimftone. 

From thefe accounts the methods of imitating 
thefe waters are fufflciently obvious, it confifts 
merely in faturating pure water with aerial acid 
or hepatic air. The method of obtaining hepa¬ 
tic air is as follows : put hepar fulphuris (pre¬ 
pared from equal parts of pot-afhes and brim¬ 
ftone, melted together in a crucible) powdered, 
or a mixture of three parts of iron filings, and 
two parts of fulphur melted together, into the 
glafs apparatus ufed for procuring the aerial acid. 

If 



If we wifh to impregnate the water with the 
aerial acid at the fame time, we are dirtied to 
add -i- or £ part of calcareous earth, after which 
we are to add the other ingredients. The water 
thus impregnated may be heated by putting it 
into a clofe vefiel placed in one that contains 
boiling water. 

As an appendix to this dilTertation the author 
gives an account of cold fulphureous waters, 
and the means of imitating them. He confines 
himfelf chiefly to the aqua Medvienfts, a Swcdifh 
water in great repute. A cantharus of this water 
contains of iron (faturated partly with aerial 
acid and partly with hepatic air) gr. 4 j ; of calx 
falita gr. j j of aerial acid 30, and hepatic air 40 
cubic inches. 

In his eighth diflertation, our author treats of 
the acid of fugar. In order to obtain a pure acicV 
of this kind, we are directed to put an ounce of 
the whited fugar and three ounces of flrong 
nitrous acid into a tubulated retort. When the 
fugar is completely difiolved, a receiver is to be 
luted to the retort, and the latter placed in a heat 
fu/Hcient for the mixture to boil gently. As loon 
as it has acquired a brown colour, 3 ounces more 
of the nitrous acid are to be added, and the boil¬ 
ing continued till the acidum fumans, and the 
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colour juft now mentioned entirely difappear. 
The mixture is then to be poured into a large 
veflel, and fuffered to cool. In cooling it forms 
fruall prilmatic quadrilateral chryftals. To the 
remaining lixivium we are to add two ounces 
more of nitrous acid. The mixture is then to be 
boiled, and fet by to cool and chryftallize as be¬ 
fore. All thefe fmall chryftals being collected, 

• are to be purified by repeated dilutions and 
chryftallii’ations; after which we obtain a fait, 
which our author calls the acid of fugar, becaufe 
it is more eafily procured from fugar than from 
any other fubftance. It may be obtained, how¬ 
ever, though in lefs quantity, from honey or any 
'other faccharine fubftance, and even from the 
urinary calculus. Three ounces of fugar, and 
thirty ounces of the nitrous acid, yield only an 
‘ounce of this fait, which of courfe is extremely 
dear. We are told, that in preparing it, if the. 
boiling is continued a moment longer than is 
needfary, a much lefs quantity of this fait will 
be obtained. 

After examining the properties which this acid 
pofieffes in common with other acids, our author 
relates the'qualities it fhews when combined with 
the fimple earths, metals, and femi-mctals. He 
has conftantly found it to be the fitteft fubftance 
• hitherto 
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hitherto known for detecting the exiftcnce of caU 
careous earth in water. 

* * 
v 

The next diflertation, de Confeftione Aluminis , 
contains a variety of dbfervacions that mud be 
particularly intereding to thofe who are engaged 
in alum manufactories. 

In the tenth diflertation, de Tartara Antimmrato^ 
our author defcribes an improved method of pre- „ 
paring an emetic tartar, which uniformly produces 
the fame effeCt. As his obfervations on thisl'ub- 
jeCt are of great importance to the practice ot 
ph.yfic, we propofe to give an account of this 
new preparation in fome future number of our 
Journal. 

The eleventh and lad diflertation treats of m 3 g- 
nefla. After a concife hidory of this fubdance, 
in which he particularly notices the difcoveries of 
Dr. Black and M. Margraf on this fubjeCt, he 
proceeds to defcribe the bed method of preparing 
it, and this we are told, confids in precipitating 
it by means of fixed alkali from a folution of 
£pfom fait in water. He gives the name of Pure 
Magnefia to that which is not only freed from. 
every heterogeneous matter,but which, after being 
calcined in a white heat, ceafes to effcrvefpe with^ 
acids. He informs us that by fuch an operation, 
if properly performed, the magnefia is deprived 
* • I- z 'I— 6f * * 
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of 55 parts of its weight. The parts that evaporate 
are nothing more than aerial acid and water, but 
if the calcination is too long continued, the lofs 
becomes greater, fome of the more fixed par¬ 
ticles flying off. 

Combined with calcareous earth, pure clay, 
and filiceous earth, and expofed to a very ftrong 
heat, magnefia melts, and with the addition of 
four times its weight of green glafs, produces a 
mal's fimilar to porcelain, that ftrikes fire with 
Heel. 

Our author relates his experiments with mag¬ 
nefia combined with the ieveral known acids. He 
finds that it diffolves fulphur. He treats very 
fully of its degrees of chemical affinity with dif¬ 
ferent bodies, and after pointing out the circum- 
llances in which it differs from calcareous earth, 
and mentioning the different fubftances with 
which it is occafionally combined in a mineral 
form, concludes his remarks with a ffiort account 
of its medicinal ules. 

A fecond volume of this very ingenious work 
has lately been publiffied in Sweden. It contains 
fourteen diflertations, of which we hope foon to 
be enabled to give an account. 

II. Clinical 


\ 
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II. Clinhal Experiments , &c. By Francis Hom<f, 
M. D. [Continued from Page 20.] 

J N his twelfth fe<ftion our author prefents us 

with his experiments on fome antiparalytic 
remedies. In fix cafes of palfy he tried the Ar¬ 
nica montana, or leopard’s bane, but without 
much fuccefs, fo that he leaves it to future trials, 
before he can fubfcribe to the accounts that 
have been publilhed of this remedy at Vienna: 
he can only fay, that from the flimulus it pro¬ 
duces in the primas viae, and on the affetted 
mufcles, it feems to give hopes that it may per¬ 
haps be of fome fervice. The patients ufually 
took from one to three drachms of the leaves in* 
fufed in a pint of boiling water in the courfe of 
the day. In fome it occafioned naufea and 
purging, but in two of the patients it produced 
no fenfible effects. We may obfervc here, that 
the flowers, and not the leaves, of the Arnica, 
have been the molt ftrongly recommended in pa¬ 
ralytic cafes ; and it may be farther objected by 
thofe who read Dr. Home’s experiments, that 
the medicine was not given in a fufficient quan¬ 
tity, or continued long enough, to allow it a 
fair trial. 

In a palfy of the lower extremities he whipped 
the aftefted part with nettles: they produced 

a burn- 
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a burning heat and fevere pairis, but no relief. 
In three other cafes he tried the hot.bath, but 
with no better fuccefs; and hence he infers, that 
as natural hot baths have been found to be 

i . 

powerful remedies in this difeafe, they probably 
operate from mephytic air and other impreg¬ 
nations which common water has not. We can¬ 
not fubferifye to this opfnion, as we have always 
thought that the, ftimulus of hot mineral baths, 
which renders them ufeful in pally, is owing 
chiefly, if not folely, to their heat. 

In the thirteenth fedtion we find an account of 
the effedts of ol. terebinthinse and honey in the 
fciatica, a remedy originally recommended by 
Dr. Cheyne in his medico-philofophical works. 
Two drachms of the oil are to be mixed with 
an ounce of honey, and the patient is to take a 
tea-fpoonful of this lindtus morning and even¬ 
ing, fwallowing a draught of warm water after 
each dofe. Seven cafes are related by Dr. 
Home, five of which it cured, the other two were 
relieved by it. He informs us likewife that he 
has long ufed it with great fuccefs in private 
practice. Of the feven patients, whofe cafes are 
here mentioned, five were men, and only two 
women; and from this circumftance, the author 
(we fear too haftily) concludes that men arc 

more 
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(pore fubjcft to this difeafe thaq women; nor 
does he feem to have any better ground for af- 
lerting, in the next page (when pointing out the 
difference between the fciatica and rheumatifm) 
, that the rheumatifm attacks women oftener than 
men in the proportion of 3 i-half to 1, merely 
becaufe of 18 rheumatic patients whom he faw 
in the clinical ward, 14 happened to be females. 

‘ Dr. Home confiders the fciatic nerve as the fe^t 
•pf die fciatica. The fenfible operation of the 
remedy, we are told, is various. It often pro¬ 
duces a heat in the>ftomach, and diminifhes the 
appetite. It heats the part, and raifes a peculiar 

‘ fenfation of pain there. In two of the patients 

• 

it proved diuretic, and in a third it brought on 
a flrangury, by being given in too great a quan¬ 
tity. In one of the cafes it performed a cure in 
four days, but in fome it required fourteen. He 
finds it of ufe only in the pure fciatica. 

• In the fourteenth fe&ion Dr. Home relates 
the effe&s of a liniment in the lumbago. Thi* 
application, which he formerly recommended in 
his Medical Fufit, is directed to be prepared in 
{he following manner: 

R. Camphor. 3j 

Diffol. in ol. terebinth, ^ij 


Sal. 
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Sal. c. c. gr. xv. 

P. fern. Cymin. 3ij 
Deinadde ung. ncrvm. 

Sapon. nigr. com. §j 

M. f. linim. extend, fuper alutam ct applic, 
lumbis. 

Four cafes are defcribed in which this remedy 
proved of ufe. In one of thefe, blifters, and even 
the actual cautery, had been tried to no purpofe; 
the above liniment relieved, though it did 
not cure this patient. After all, however, we 
cannot conceive why it can be preferable to any 
Other ftimulating application, A plafter of bur¬ 
gundy pitch would perhaps prove equally effi¬ 
cacious. 

In the fifteenth fe&ion our author defcribes a 
cafe of ifchuria renalis, that terminated in death. 
Neither Morgagni nor Valfalva ever met with an 
inftance where the fupprefiion of urine was owing 
to a difeafc of both the kidneys, without the 
bladder being affe&ed. Dr. Home obferves, 
that there was no fwelling in the lower part of 
the abdomen j that the patient had no defire to 
pafs urine •, and that the infpedtion of the body 
fhewed that none had been fecreted. After this 
hiltory follows one of ifchuria veficalis, attended 

with 
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trirh this uncommon cincumffynce, that the pa-, 
tient died from a diftenfion of the bladder, al¬ 
though he continued through the whole courfe 

of the difeafe to pafs his urine, even in more than 
a natural quantity. The difeafe upon difiedlion 
was found to have been occafioned by a preter¬ 
natural thickening and enlargement of the blad¬ 
der. Dr. Home relates another cafe of Ifchuria 
Veficalis, which feemed to be owing to a l'chir- 
rous affe&ion of the bladder. The patient re¬ 
mained in the clinical ward, after the Doctor's 
attendance there was finilhed, fo that we are not 
informed of the fate of this patient. After this, 
our author mentions a cafe of Ifchuria Ure- 
thralis that happened in confequence of a go¬ 
norrhoea. 

The fixteenth feftion is allotted to diabetes, - 
of which our author gives the following defini¬ 
tion : “ Urina aufta et fubdulcis •, fitis perpetua; 

“ cutis arida et plerumque fquamofa.” Two 
cafes are related, the fymptoms of which were 
fimilar. One of the patients palled from 12 to 
15 pints of urine in four-and-twenty hours, and 
his urine exceeded his drink ufually about two 
pints ; the other voided fomewhat lels in quan¬ 
tity, but more in proportion to his drink; when 
he drank 4, he paired 12 pints a day •, when he 
Vol. I. N° II. M drank 



drank 3* He paffed 10 pints, fo that fife urine 
-always exceeded his drink by 8, or at leift 7 pints. 
In each patient more urine was conftantly voided 
from 12 at noon to 12 at night, than during 
the other 12 hours. The urine of both had a 
fweet fade, but afforded no oil on its furface, 
nor was it coagulable by fire or ol. vitrioli. The 
urine of one of the patients, evaporated to an 
pxtradt by Dr. Black, afforded 1 i-half oz. 
from each pound of a brown faccharine matter, 
which had a weak faltifh tafte. That of the 
Other patient, treated in the fame way, yielded 
but one punce for each pound, of a fubftance re- 
fembling coarfe brown fugar, with a faccharine 
and urinous fmell, and a weak and fait tafte. 
Fermented by means of yeaft, the urine of both 
produced what our author calls, “ a tolerable 
fmall beer,” This circumftance, he obferves, 
proves the contents of the urine to be moftly of 
a vegetable nature, as no animal fluids are capa¬ 
ble of the vinous fermentation. In both patients 
• the appetite was much greater than in good 
health j their fkins were dry, and that of one of 
them fealy. Neither of the two ever fweated. 
One of thefe patients, after having been ten weeks 
}n the clinical ward, was difmiffed in the fame 
flate he came in j the other died there. Difiec- 

tiol} 
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kioh did hot feem to throw any new light on the 
hature of the difeafe. One of the kidneys was 
larger and fofter than ufual. No la£teals were 
obfervable about the neck of the bladder. 

. In the feventeenth fe&ion we meet with experi¬ 
ments upon fome remedies ufed in dropfy. The 
firft in the lift is cremor tartari, a medicine recom¬ 
mended feveral years fince by Menghini in the 
Comment. Bonon. Tom. 4. as a cure for dropfy 
j when given from 3iv to 3 v j a day. In lixteen 
inftances of its good effects related in that work, 
twenty and fometimes forty days elapfed before it 
had any vifible effett in increafing either ftool or 
urine •, but afterwards the belly became loofe, 
and the urine thick, bilious, and fabulous. Dr. 
Home defcribes twenty cafes in which this 
medicine was adminiftered j of this number, we 
are told, thirteen were cured. After reviewing 
the cafes, our author concludes that this remedy 
is moft to be depended on in anafarca, next to 
that in afeites, and leaft of all in hydrothorax, 
though it feems that of 4 patients in the latter 
difeafe, two were cured by it. The general ef* 
fc&s of this medicine were now and then, though 
rarely, to have excited vomiting: it ufually 
purged twice or thrice a day with eafe, but in 
fome of the patients it feemed to have a contrary 
* M2 effeft. 
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efiTcft. It commonly increafed the quantity of 
urine, though not near fo much as the bac. junip. 
fquills, &c. and in fome, the difeharge of urine 
was not fenfibly or but little augmented. The 
urine, except in two cafes, was not thick and 
fabulous, as in Menghini’s patients, but paler and 
clearer than natural. During the ufe of it, the 
appetite mended, and the thirft, heat, and fever 
diminifhed. They were a little thinner at the 
end, but not fo much fo as Menghini deferibes. 
It was given from to §ij. a day, difiolved in 
about twenty times its quantity of water. The 
fecond remedy of which Dr. Home made a trial, 
was the fcilla exiccata. He preferibed it in ten 
cafes, in feven of which it fucceeded, but he found 
it ufeful only when it excited vomiting. Three 
or four grains three times a day were generally 
found fufficient to produce this effedt. In three 
other cafes our author tried the efFcdt of ifiues in 
anafarca, and found them ufeful. 

In his eighteenth fedtion, our author deferibes 
. his experiments upon fome remedies ufed in the 
amenorrhoea. In fix cafes he tried the compref- 
fion of the crural artery, recommended by Dr. 
Hamilton in the Phyf. and Lit. EITays, in order 
. to produce a temporary plethora in the uterus. 
But this method was fucceeded by an appear¬ 
ance 
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ance of the meftfes only in one of the fix patients. 
In moft of the patients the tourniquet was ap¬ 
plied to both thighs for an hour, and in one cafe 
was continued till the thighs were difcoloured. 
It generally quickened the pulfe, and produced 
head-ach, vertigo, dyfpncea, and pains in the 
ftomach and abdomen. In three other patients 
V. S. was tried and feemed to be ufeful. Dr. 
Home gave pulv. fabin. in five cafes, and with 
good fuccels in three of the five. This remedy, 
which has long been confidered as a powerful 
cmmenagogue, he has found a ufeful and fafe 
medicine. Half a drachm is the dofe in which he 
has commonly given it. Our author was in¬ 
duced to give the rubia tin&orum in amenorrhoea 
upon the authority of Toumefort, who fays, that 
“ it ftrongly provokes the courfes.” Nineteen 
cafes are related,. in which from 9ft to 3j. of it in 
powder were given four times a day. Fourteen 
of thefe patients we are told were cured, al¬ 
though the medicine produced hardly any fenfible 
effedt, never having quickened the pulfe or in- 
creafed the inflammatory fymptoms. Our author’s 
encomiums on this medicine induced us to give 
it a trial, but we experienced no good effe&from 
it, and in on* patient it conftantly produced 
vomiting. 


The 
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The nineteenth fettion relates to the herpes, 
or Lepra Gracorum, a difeafe that frequently 
occurs, efpecially amongft the lower fort of 
people. In thefe cafes the Ikin is attacked 
with crufty or fcaly fcabs, fometimes dry, fome- 
times ulcered, and generally difpofed in clutters. 
With fome patients labouring under complaints 
of this kind. Dr. Home tried the tin&ure of 
cantharides, combined with muc. gum. arabic. 
but without having been able to perform a 
complete cure with it, although the fymptons 
were alleviated by it. He was not more fortu¬ 
nate with the inner bark of the elm given in the 
manner recommended by Dr. Lyfons. Our au¬ 
thor tried it in four cafes; one of the patients 
was difmifled, cured, after taking it, but as it 
produced no vifible effects, he doubts its effi¬ 
cacy. The author tried viper broth, and an 
ele< 5 tuary prepared from the boiled flefh of vipers, 
in three other cafes, but his experiments with 
this remedy are far from being fatisfa&ory. 
To four of his patients he gave a decoftion 
of farfaparilla, but without any apparent good 
effect. He was more fortunate with Plummer’s 
pill, having cured with it feven out of nine 
patients. He obferved that it rarely produced 
naufea ; that it loofened the belly, in nearly 
half of the patients, and that it was attended 

with 



■with ft moifture each night in a great number * 
a gentle fpitting was excited in two, and a fali- 
vation in a third. Our author alfo tried the 
acidurp vitriolicum, which has of late been fo 
much extolled in Germany as a remedy for cuta¬ 
neous affections : he gave it to two patients but 
without fuccefs. We ourfelvegjiave prefcribed 
this medicine in the largeft doles, and for a long 
continuance, to feveral patients, but never expe¬ 
rienced any good effects from it. 

In his twentieth feCtion our author relates his 
experiments on the vermifuge effects of the 
Spigelia Marylandica or Indian pink, which is the 
root of a plant that grows in the low grounds of 
South Carolina : it was difcovered about the year 
1740 to the Europeans by the Indians, as a 
vermifuge medicine. From eight trials with this 
. remedy. Dr. Home concludes that it is an effec¬ 
tual and valuable medicine, as it always carried 
off the fymptoms occafioned by worms. He ob- 
ferves that it takes fix, fometimes eighteen days 
to remove thofe fymptons * that children of eight 
years may take 10 grains twice a day, and adults 
four times a day, with fafety. In fpeaking of 
the fymptoms of worms, our author remarks that 
a fwelling of the noftril and upper lip is a more 
conftant one than any of the reft * that it accom- 
• panies the difeafe when there is no fufpicion of 

fcrophula, 
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fcrophula, and retires with the worm fymptoms 
when they arife in fuch a habit; and that, whefe 
• this fymptom, which is often not to be obierved, 
appears in the fcrophula, it probably arifes from 
worms. This obfervation feems to us to ftand 
greatly in need of Confirmation by the experi¬ 
ments of others. 

The twenty-firft fedlion relates to Mezereon* 
the root of which he found efficacious in feven 
trials. We are told that it reduced fchirrous fweil- 
ings which had appeared incurable, and that it 
cured many of them after a courfe of mercury 
had failed. Two drachms to a bottle, which 
was drank in the courfe of a day, proved a fuf- 
ficient dole ; when another 3 ft was added, it 
produced too great ficknefs. 

In the twenty-fecond fedtion our author de- 
feribes the effedts of the Verbafcum in Diarrhoea. 
The white or cow’s lungwort was the fpecies he 
preferred ; its tafte is fomewhat rough, though it 
is not aftringent: it has been much uled, it 
feems, in Italy, as a pedtoral, In four cafes of 
diarrhoea it appeared to poflefs confiderable effi¬ 
cacy ; it was given in decodtion •, 5j of the leaves 
were generally boiled in lb ij of water, and the 
patient drank 3 iv every third hour. Our author 
however thinks that proportion too little, and 
would rather recommend two ounces. As, it di¬ 
mini flies 



ftiiriifhes or flops diarrhoeas of an old {landing* 
and often eafes the pains of the inteftines; he 
thinks it afls by its emollient qualities, obviating 
irritability, and perhaps by its being gently aflrin- 
gent. Linn^us fays, that when mixed into a 
pafte with flour and thrown into water, it flupe- 
fi.es fifties fo that they may be taken with the 
hand j it would feem therefore to pofiei's an 
anodyne property. 

In the twenty-third feftion we meet with expe¬ 
riments upon the antihemdrrhagic effedts of the 
cucurbituU fineferro , or dry cupping, an applica¬ 
tion much ufed by the ancients, and particularly- 
recommended by Hippocrates in the menor¬ 
rhagia, who orders the application to be made 
to the breads: this was accordingly done by our 
author in three cafes, and with fuccefs; the glafies 
were ordered to be applied generally twice a day, 
and to be continued for a quarter of an hour. 
He obferves that they have a fudden and power¬ 
ful effect in flopping haemorrhages from the ute¬ 
rus : he likewife found them of ufe in a cafe of 
heematemefis. 

In the lafl fedtion our author treats of two Li- 
thontriptics, catlftic lie and mephitic air. He tried 
the firft of thefe in four cafes, but without fuccefs, 
though from experiments made with the urine of 
feme of the patients he found it impregnated 
Vol. I. No. II. N with 
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with the qualities of the cauftic alkali, and pof- 
fefling fome power of diffolving ftones. He is 
therefore unwilling to difcard this remedy too 
haftily. He tried the mephitic air in one cafe, 
but wifhout any good effed. The patient drank 
two pints of mephitic water a day, and had 4 
ounces of it injeded into his bladder every 
morning and evening. He continued in this 
courfe for 26 days without any alleviation of 
his fymptoms, and was afterwards cut, and 
had a large ftone taken from him. 


III. Traite des Nerfs et de leurs Maladies. Par 
M. Tiflot, M.D. &c. (Continued from Page 51.) 

H E third part of M. Tiflot’s work relates 
to the pathology and treatment of diforders 
of the nerves. In the firft fedion he prefents us 
with the opinions of different writers on this 
fubjed, and obferves, that till M. Pommes’s 
book made its appearance, nervous difeafes were 
almoft univerfally confidered as the effeds of 
relaxation. This writer, whofe work has been 
tranllated into Englifh by Dr. Berkenhout, 
alcribes them to a very oppofite caufe, to what 





he calls a racornijfement of the nerves, and upon 
this principle it is that he propofes to treat them 
with warm bathing and other means of relaxa¬ 
tion. Notwithftanding the eulogium befto\>ed 
on this new theory by M. Tiffot, we own we 
have always confidered it as the fruit of a 
lively imagination, rather than of found reafon- 
ing and indeed our author acknowledges that 
affe&ions of the nerves often originate from very 
different caufes. 

In the fecond fettion M. Tiffot treats of the 
difeafes peculiar to the nerves, and rhefe, he 
thinks, may in a great meafure depend on 
changes that take place in the nervous fluid. It 
may be too vifcid or too rare, poflefling too great 
or too little acrimony. He apologizes for fpeak- 
ing in this manner of the properties of this fluid, 
by fhewing that although it efcapes our fenfes, 
it muft certainly have a certain degree of con¬ 
fidence, liable to vary, and of courfe to produce 
difeafe*, and although it affords nothing that 
can ftimulate our palate, or our noftrils, yet it 
muft pofiefs a certain ftimulating power percep¬ 
tible by the mufcles, and this power may be in 
too great or in too weak a degree. A number 
of fafts he obferves prove to us, that it is fome- 
times much ftronger than at others, and of 

N 2 cowrfe 



[ 3 

pourfe he thinks it evident that the nerves neaf 
their origin are fufccptible of a variety of difr 
eafes; and that the difeafes of the brain muft 
in a certain degree be thofe of the nerves them T 
felves, fince the whole medulla oblongata, and 
probably the whole of the medullary fubftance, 
are nerves. 

To thefe caufes which may difturb the func¬ 
tions of the nerves, and which are feated in the 
tierves themfelves, qur author has thought pro¬ 
per to add other proximate caufes, before he 
proceeds to examine each feparately : thefe are, 
j. An affeCtion of the fenforium. 2. A difealq 
of the coverings of the nerves. 3. Affections of 
the parts furrounding the nerves, by which their 
adtion is diffurbed. 4. Morbid irritability, 
Speaking of the remote caufes of nervous 
difeafes, our author obferves, that it is in coun? 
tries where the air is the molt humid, the vege¬ 
tables the moft watery, and where the greater 
ufe is made of fat and oily aliment and hot 
liquors, that thefe complaints are the moft fre-? 
quent. 

Ct If we attend, fays he, to the feafons, we 
“ (hall find that it is during the great heats that 
“ relax, or in the rainy feafons that moiften, or 
above all, during the hot foutherly winds 

which 

* 



** which relax and moiften at one and the 
fame time, that thefe evils abound the moft. 

I 

“ Confult thofe who have experienced the ef- 
4 *fedts of the Siroccq , and they will aflure you 
“ that their feelings were exa&ly fimilar to thofe 
44 attending the moft cruel nervous hypochonr 
44 driafis; but that the moment a drying north- 
44 erly wind fet'in, their complaints ceafed. I 
** had for feveral years under my care an ex- 
tremely vapourilh woman, who in a heavy, 
41 damp air, that was never refrelhed by a 
44 northerly wind, was unable to move an hun- 
“ dred yards without having an hyfteric fit, but 
* l who in a keen, dry air could walk a league 
V without any inconvenience when the north 
44 wind blowed, Ihe ufed to ftop that Ihe might 
44 breathe it better, for Ihe was fenfible that it 
44 gave her ftrength, and rendered her cheerful. 
and happy. If we compare the cafe of this 
patient with that of another woman, who was 
44 never fo well as when furrounded by a rclax- 
ing vapour, I prefume that thefe two fadts 
44 are fufficient to prove, that the fame nervous 
44 fymptoms may depend on caufes that are 
44 diametrically oppofite. 

44 A robuft, healthy man, of a dry fibre, in- 
44 ured to hard labour, and the ufe of ftrong 

44 liquors. 
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“ liquors, is a ftranger to diforders of the 
“ nerves i no caufe, either moral or phyfical, 

“ can excite in him the fymptoms that charac- 
“ terize them; but fuppofe fuch one to have 
“ an inflammatory fever, we bleed him, recom- 
'* mend warm bathing, confine him to a regi- 
“ men of almond milk, barley water, chicken 
“ broth, and light fimnaceous food •, prefcribe 
“ clyfters, fomentations, &c. and at the end of 
“ a few weeks his blood is impoverilhed, his 
“ nerves are relaxed, fo that this flout, robuft 
“ man refembles an hyfterical woman; any 
“ particular fmell, any thing that alarms or 
“ furprizes him, the leaft error .in diet, either 
“ of thefe excites in him all the fymptoms . 
“ of hyfterics, fuch as tremor, palpitation, fear, 

“ flatus, watery urine, &c. The fad is, you 
“ have relaxed him, and you have rendered him 
“ hypochondriacal.” Our author adds, that 
violent paffions, or great lofies of blood, have* 
in a Ihort time produced fimilar effeds. After 
all, however, he is of opinion, that although 
there are cafes in which there is an increafe of 
denfity and drynefs in the nervous fibres, by 
means of which their fundions are difordered, 
yet that this (late is much lefs frequent than 
that of atrophy, and tends rather to produce mqr 
lancholia and mania than hyfteria. 

In 
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In treating of the difeafes of the coats of the 
nerves, M. TifTot, with his ufual induftry, has 
collected from authors a great variety of in- 
ftances of difeafe occafioned by collections within 
their cellular fubftance, or by tumors com- 
prefiing particular nerves, &c. 

He next proceeds to treat of the predifpofing 
and occafional caufes of nervous difeafes, and 
begins with thofe which proceed from any con- 
ftitutional defeCt. A predifpofition from this 
fource he is convinced may be hereditary, and 
he confiders this melancholy tranfmiflion of 
difeafe from one generation to another, as one of 
thofe truths of which no one doubts, but thofe 
who are determined to doubt. He quotes feveral 
inftances from authors in proof of what he ad¬ 
vances on this fubjeft, and among others, fpeaks 
of a family in which Lancifi had occafion to 
Obferve a dilatation of the right auricle and ven¬ 
tricle in four generations, and which produced 
the fame fymptoms in the great grandfather, 
grandfather, father, and fon. 

On the fubjeCt of air, our author obferves that 
fuch climates as are dry, and rather warm than 
cold, are in general the mod favourable to the 
nerves. Moifture, efpecially when combined with 

heat. 
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heat. Teems to become one of the mod aftiVe pfe- 
difpofing caufes; Huxham found that in wet 
foafons nervous dileafes were the mod frequent j 
“Viridet oblerved, that during the exceflive hot 
fummer of 1706, they were unufually prevalent* 
Zimmerman has often had occafion to obferve, 
that during the great heats hyderical patients are 
affedted, feemingly from no other caufe, with 
fyncope, diarrhoea, and convulfions, which difap- 
pear when the air becomes cooler. Dodart in 
the Mem. de VAcad. des Sciences fpcaks of a young 
man who condantly lodhis underdanding during 
the hot months* 

Cold, our author obferves, is likewife often a 
powerful occafional caufe. Hippocrates long 
ago remarked, that cold air applied to the bare 
nerves, fometimes excited convulfions j Galen 
has Teen it occafion apoplexy and tetanos j 
fimilar effects have been obferved from it in the 
northern parts of Europe; and even on the 
Malabar Coad, a wind fometimes blows, the cold* 

f 

nefs of which is fo excedive as to produce violent 
convulfions. Zimmerman had the care of art 
hyderical patient, who,- merely by expofure to 
cold, fell into convulfions; and M. Tiflotliimfelf 
has often had occafion to obferve perfons of 

* ' irritable 
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irritable habits affirmed by a fpafm of tire v.'hole 
furface of the body from coldnefs of the Feet, i 
a Speaking of errors in diet as predifpofing to 
nervous difeafes, our author obferves, that fomlb 
kinds of food eafily affeft irritable and fometimes 
even the ftrongeft nerves. He has feen feveral 
hyfterical women inftantly affe&ed by the fmell 
of parfley, and in the Jotirn. de Med . a cafe is 
related in which this plant occafioned convulfions. 
Similar effects have been produced by ftrawber- 
<ries, craw-fifh, and even crabs eyes. When dyf- 
pepfia has taken place to a certain degree, aliment 
of any kind, taken in too great a quantity, will 
be liable to incommode the patient. Ingene¬ 
ral, fuch as is flatulent or acid is the mod dari- 
gerdus. Of the farinaceoiis vegetables, potatoes, 
though not the mod favoury, are lpoken of as 
the milded, and the eafred of digedion. Mai 2 e 
or Turkey wheat likewife affords a mild fariria- 
ceous aliment. In fome cafes, milk is the only 
food that agrees with the patient. 

. - • A •. w . . y ; 

Our author points out the bad efFefts of wine and 
fpirituous liquors, as exciting and increafing ner¬ 
vous difeafes. He fpeaks of Malaga, Frontiniac, 
and Cyprus, as the mod innocent wines of any. He 
Vol. i. N°II. O ' very 
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very judicioufly condemns the abufe of tea, and 
tepid liquors. Coffee has lately been fpoken of 
as an antifpafmodic, and recommended in afthma, 
but our author fpeaks of a cafe of fpafmodic 
afthma, in which it conftantly produced bad 
effects, and in feveral inftances of morbid irrita¬ 
bility he has generally found that it aggravated the 
patients fufferings. After offering his remarks 
on diet, M. Tiffot proceeds to treat of fleep and 
watching, exercife and reft, 

He confiders fleep as a temporary palfy, 
daring which the voluntary aftion of all the 
mufcles ceafes bco.\ As a proof of the great 
diminution of this aft ion during fleep, he obferves 
that a man who tails afleep in the open air when 
the thermometer is 8 or 9 degrees below p, com¬ 
monly dies j whereas a perfon in motion is 
capable of fupportipg a cold thirty 'degrees and 
upwards greater than this. He quotes a cafe 
from Boerhaave, of a Phyfician who by indulging 
too much in fleep, at length became quite an 
idiot. To the weaknefs induced by fleep, our 
author aferibes the fpafmodic complaints that fo 
often occur to nervous patients when afleep. 
Jde knows a perfon of a very irritable fibre, who 
frequently, and more particularly at the approach 
of rainy weather, experiences violent convulfive 

fenfations 
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ferifatidnfc in his ftomach and bread, and fome^ 
limes in every part of his body, juft as he is 
going to fleep; ,and M. Martin of Laufanne iii 
the Mem. de FAcad. des Sciences for 1732, fpeaks 
of a patient who was troubled with convulfions 
whenever he continued in bed after his fir ft 

i 

fleep; • 

Exercife may in general be cOnfidered as tend¬ 
ing to prevent and to cure rather than to occafion 
nervous difeafes ; fometimes however, when car¬ 
ried to excefs, it lays the foundation of debility 
and fpafm. Inftances of fuch an effeft may be 
met with in praftical writers, and out author once 
had occafion to fee a robuft young man who was 
attacked, from this caufe, with fevere pain in 
every part of his body, atid violent cramps in his 
hands and legs: too much watching feems to 
produce nearly the fame effe&s as too much bodi¬ 
ly exercife, by exhaufting the powers of the brain, 
and thus preventing that fupply of animal fpirita 
which is fo efiential to life and health. Our au¬ 
thor himfelf, at the age of nineteen, by fix weeks 
almoft continually watching, deprived himfelf 
of that quiet, healthy fleep which he before con- 
ftantly experienced, but which has never perfectly 
returned fince. 

M. Tiflfot treats very fully of Excretions and 
retentions. Of all evacuations that of the feminal 

O 2 fluid 



t w« 3 

fluid is the mod baneful j but he p^fles flightly 
over the effedts of immoderate venery, having 
defcribed them fully in his work de Onania. He 
obferves, that evils may likewife arife frprn too 
•long abftinence from venery, buf that they oco^ 
more frequently to women than to men. He 
quotes a paflage from Stegman’s Hijtor. Epid. 
Mansfeld.- ann. 1698, to prove that the furor 
uterinus is fometimes epidemic : Stegman’s words 
are, “in June, July, and Auguft, mania, melan- 
cholia, & furor uterinus were epidemic in this 
“ place •, I myfelf faw eighteen in dances of the 
“ latter.” The good effedts of marriage, added 
M. Tifiot, in fome women fubjedt to nerypu^ 
Complaints, prove the exiftence of this caufe. 
Schmid (Medicina Septentrion. tom. 2.) had the 
care of an hyftcrical woman, who after having 
been bled 176 times, and taken a variety of re¬ 
medies without fuccefs, was at length cured by 
marriage; the fame author, however, afterwards 
adds another cafe of hyfteria in which this re¬ 
medy was of no effedt j and M. Tifiot is con¬ 
vinced that its good effects have been too mucb 
exaggerated, and that it has often been prbducJ 
qve of mifchief. 

.[ 5 ‘e be -eonfinved, ]. 




IV. An Examination of Z)r. Crawford’s Theory 
of Heat and Combujiion. By William Mor¬ 
gan. 8 vo. London. 72 Pager, 

J^R. Crawford, in this writer, meets with an' 
able opponent. Mr. Morgan has examined 
his celebrated theory with' freedom, and fome 
of his objections appear to merit the Doctor’s 
mod ferious attention. 

He divides his performance into four feCtions. 
In the firft he gives a general account of Dr. 
Crawford’s theory. With this we fuppofe our 
readers to be already acquainted ; and therefore 
fhall only obferves, that Mr. Morgan has afcribed 
to the DoCtor difcoveries, which, though they 
Would do him honour, do not in reality belong 
to him. The theory of ahfolute and fenjtble heat 
he has profefledly taken from Dr. Black and Dr. 
Irvine; that of “ the power of phlogifton to 
M diminifh the quantity of fire or abfolute beat 
“ in bodies,” is all that he has pretended to. 

In the fecond leCtion Mr. Morgan examines the 
experiments on which Dr. Crawford has founded 
his theory. Previous, however, to this he attacks 
Dr. Irvine s propofition concerning the capacities 
of bodies for containing heat. He leems rather 
inclined'to draw a conclufion the very - reverie 
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of Dr. Irvine’s, viz. “ that the capacity of & 

body is greater in proportion as it is more 
“ readily heated.” His objection, however, is 
drawn from an analogy with faline folutions* 
which we do not apprehend to be juft. 

The arguments he has urged againft the 
Doctor’s experiments are of greater weight; Mn 
Morgan has repeated many of them more than 
once, and finds the refults to be different, not 
only from thofe of Dr. Crawford’s, but from one 
another. Hence he infers the great difficulty 
of prefenting thefe nice enquiries with fufficient 
accuracy ; and (hews how precarious any theory 
muft be of which they are the foundation 

We acknowledge the juftnefs of Mr. Mor¬ 
gan’s remarks,though we cannot confider them as 
abfolutely decifive on this point. Becaufe a fub- 
jedt is difficult, it does not prove that it ought 
not to be enquired into * it can only be inferred, 
that greater attention and accuracy are neceffary 
in the experimenter. Subjects as delicate as 
that in queftion have been profecuted by philofo- 
phers, and the conclufions drawn from the ex¬ 
periments are neverthelefs tiniverfally acknow¬ 
ledged. Abfolute precifion in thefe cafes cannot 
be obtained, and we muft content ourfclves with 
a clofe approximation. The experiments fhould 
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be carefully repeated, not once or twice only, 
but a great number of times, and the conclu- 
fions taken from the mean of the feveral refults. 

In thefe cafes too there are ufually a variety 
of minute circumftances that are apt not to be 
fufficiently attended to, but which may yet make 
a very confiderable difference in the events. 
Mr. Morgan, for example, has noticed the heat 
.of the room at the beginning of his experiments, 
but does not feem to have paid any regard to 
the change it underwent while he was profecut- 
ing them •, yet this might probably have been 
one caufe of the variations which he obferved in 
the refults of his trials. Similar obje&ions feem 
alfo to lie againft thofe of Dr. Crawford, as our 
author hasjuftly obferved, 

Mr. Morgan objedls with reafon to the Doc¬ 
tor’s method of ascertaining the heat of the mix¬ 
ture at the bottom of the veffel: “ If (fays he) 
" we examine thefe inftances where the heated 
u metallic calces are mixed with cold water, we 
“ (hall inftantly find the mixture hotter at the 
bottom than at the top of the veffel. By 
“ plunging the thermometer into the midft of 
the calx (at the bottom) it does not denote the 
V heat which has been communicated to the 
** water, but that which the calx flill retains.” 

H* 
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He objects likewife, With reafon, to his “ taking 
“ the arithmetical mean between the heat-at-the 
“ iurface and at the bottom of the veflel ; that 
“ not being always the truth,” We do' not, 
however, imagine that thefe objections are fuffi- 
cient to invalidate Dr. Irvine’s rule. 

In the third feCtion the author examines Dr. 
Crawford’s propofitions•, he objeCts to the ex¬ 
periments on which they are founded, and affirms 
that on the moft careful trials he found no dif¬ 
ference in the abfolute beats of the various kinds 
of air. This indeed is the moft tender part of 
the Doctor’s fyftem, and we acknowledge the 
extreme difficulty, perhaps impoffibility , of deter¬ 
mining with any degree of accuracy, the different 
capacities of thefe very rare fubftances. We are 
told, however, that Dr. Crawford and his friends 
objeCt to Mr. Morgan’s thermometers, as not; 
being fufficiently fenfible* We learn abb that the 
ingenious Abbe Fontana has repeated the experi¬ 
ments on phlogifticated and dephlogifticated air, 
and is fatisfied of the truth of Dr. Crawford’s 

i • * 

conclufions. We are likewife informed that Dr. 
Crawford has repeated thefe experiments before 
ieveral gentlemen wl^o had doubted their accu¬ 
racy, and that they became converts to his 

* b<xftrine. .... 
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Mr. Morgan next proceeds to examine the 
Dodor’s propofition ; “ That the capacities of 
“ bodies are diminiftied by the addition of 
“ phlogifton, and increafed by its reparation 
and here we cannot but obferve, that he feems 
to have miftaken the authprV meaning. The 
Dodor nowhere aflerts that a phlogifticated body 
necdranly contains lefs abfolute heat than one void • 
of the former principle j he even gives an in- 
Uance to the contrary in the cafe of blood and 
water. Hjs aflertion is fimply as in the propo¬ 
rtion above quoted. He has iupported that 
propofition by a number of experiments» and 
it adds fomething to its confirmation, that Mr. 
Elliot, with great fagacity, difcerned the fame 
thing a priori from the common analogy of 
Nature. It is further demonftrated by a va¬ 
riety of experiments made by the ingenious 
Mr. Kirwan, which may be feen in Mr. Magel¬ 
lan’s excellent treatile on fire. Though there¬ 
fore fpirit of wine, and fome other phlogifticated 
fubftances, contain more abfolute heat than wa¬ 
ter, we apprehend it does not affed the truth of 
the propofition in queftion. Other fubftances, 
befides phlogifton, may have a power of affed- 
ing the abfolute heat of bodies, either by lefien- 
jng or enlarging it. It is fufficient in the prefent 
Vol. I. N° II. J? ca(o 
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fafe if thefe fubftances have their capacities feve? 
rally altered, by varying the quantities of their 
phlogifton j the contrary of which by no mean* 
appears from Mr. Morgan’s experiments. 

In the laft fedtion, the aqthor examines Dr. 
Crawford’s application of his theory to phseno- 
mena. It follows from that theory, that air com¬ 
bined with phlogifton, ought to grow hotter than 
dephlogifticated air, when both are placed in the 
lame temperature. But Mr. Morgan could find 
no difference between them in this refpedt j 
whether his thermometer was fufficiently accu¬ 
rate we cannot determine, but we remember an 
experiment of Mr.Cavallo’s, which feems to make 
againft our author’s conclufion: he found that 
the heat of a candle decreafed otherwife than in 
the duplicate ratio of the diftance: it was much 
greater near the flame than in that proportion. 
He was at a lofs to account for this phenomenon i 
but it would feem to. have proceeded from the 
greater quantity of phlogifticated air immediately 
lurrounding the flame •, which, therefore, by Dr. 
Crawford’s theory, was fufccptible of greater 
Jfcnfible heat. 

Several of our author’s fubfequent remarks 
appear to be judicious and well founded ; but as 
we have already extended this article to a great 

length. 
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length, we muft refer the reader, who is curious 
in thefe matters, to the performance itfelf. It 
muft be acknowledged, that Dr. Crawford’s the¬ 
ory is rendered doubtful by our author’s inge¬ 
nious ftrictures; and that till thefe objections 
are removed, it can fcarce be confidered in any 
other light than that of an ingenious hypothe- 
lis. As this controverfy involves a queftion of 
great importance in philofophy, we hope it will 
have the effeCt of ftimulating the ingenious, to 
tlear up the truth by further experiments. The 
world will be indebted for that fervice to Mr. 
Morgan; and we learn with pleafure, that Dr. 
Crawford has already made fome progrefs in this 
way. 


* 

V. Remarks on the Ophthalmy , Pforophlhdlmy , 
and Purulent Eye. With Methods of Cure confi- 
derahly different from thofe commonly ufed\ and 
cafes annexed , in proof of their utility. By James 
Ware, Surgeon , 8vo. London, 133 pages, 
1780. 


A F T E R a brief defeription of the eye and 
its appendages, the author proceeds to treat 
of the ophthalmy or inflammation of that part of 

T 2 the 
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the tunica conjun&iva which covers the globe of 
the eye : this difeafe occurs in very different de¬ 
grees i fometimes it occupies only a part of the 
globe, but in common it extends over the whole. 
It may be fuperficial, affcCting the conjunctiva 
only, or fo deep as to reach the fclerotica and 
internal coats. In general the conjunctiva is not 
much thickened, but fometimes its membranous 
appearance is entirely dertroyed. Whatever the 
degree of inflammation may be, it will, in general, 
be found that light is offentive to the eye, and to 
avoid the pain which it occafions, the injurious 
method of binding comprefies or plaifters tight 
over the eye, has been but too often praCtifed, 
with a view to keep out the light, as well as to 
prevent the motion of the eye. Our author, in- 
flead of fuch applications, which by confining 
the tears add to the irritation, and by their pref- 
fure increafe the obftruCtion in the minute vefiels 
on which they act, recommends a pafteboard 
hood or bonnet to be worn at a convenient dis¬ 
tance from the eye. It muft not be fuppofed 
however that the accefs of light is the only caufe 
of pain ; the fufferings of the patient are fome¬ 
times continual and excefiive, acute pains dart-* 
ing through the eye to the back part of the head ; 
thtfe fenfations, which always indicate much 

danger 
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danger of the lofs of fight, may be confidered 
the effects of inflammation. 

In enumerating the caufes of ophthalmy, Mr. 
Ware obferves that it is fometimes epidemical, 
affe&ing a whole neighbourhood at the fame 
time, as was the cafe in 1778, at Newbury, and 
at feveral of the camps.—It may be brought on 
by blows or wounds, by extraneous bodies lodged 
in the eye, or it may be the confequence of other 
difeafes, as the fmall-pox, meafles, fcrophula, or 
lues. 

Speaking of the means of cure, he firft takes 
notice of bleeding-, he prefers topical to general 
bleeding, and recommends the application of 
leeches in preference to arteriotomy, on account 
of the inconveniencies that fometimes attend the 
latter. The number of leeches applied fliould 
feldom be lefs than three, and it will be proper 
to confine their application as near to each other 
as poflible in the hollow of the temple j when 
placed on or very near the eye-lids they are liable 

1 

to occafion them to fwell, and to increafe the 

* 

irritation of the eye. 

Our author fpeaks unfavourably of bleeding 
the eye itfelf, as it is apt to irritate. If the con¬ 
junctiva is feraped with a brulh made of barley 
beards, after the manner of fome, Ibmeof the 

fpicuke 
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Ipiculae may be left in the eye, and Mr» Ward 
lufpedts this to have happened to one of his own 
patients ; dividing the blood ve/Tels with a lan¬ 
cet or needle, he thinks will be requifite only 
when a fpeck on the cornea is fupplied with one 
or more diftinft blood veflels.—He has experi¬ 
enced good effete from blifters of the fize of 
half a crown, applied on the temples, direftly 
over the orifices made by the leeches * he Jikewife 
recommends an attention to regimen, and the ufe 
of gentle laxatives, but his chief dependence feems 
to be upon the topical application of opium. 
For this purpofe he recommends the Tin&uraThe- 
baicaof the London Difpenfatory. Two or three 
drops of this medicine are to be dropped into the 
eye once or twice a day, Whenfirft applied, it 
caufes a iharp pain, and a copious flow of 
tears, which continues a few minutes and gradu^ 
ally abates, after which we are told that Tgreat 
and remarkable degree of eafe generally fucceeds* 
The author informs us that the inflammation is 
often vifibly abated by a Angle application of 
this tin<W, and that many bad cafes have been 
completely cured by it in a fortnight, after every 
other kind of remedy had been ufed for weeks 
and fometimes months without any fuccefs. 
This fpeedy good efledl, however, is not to be 

expefted 
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expected in all cafes indifcriminately. In fome 
the amendment is more (low and gradual, and a 
few inftances have occurred, in which no relief at 
all was obtained from its firft application. In 
cafes of the latter kind, in which the complaint 
is generally recent, the eyes appear fhining and 
glofly, and feel exquifite pain from the rays of 
light. However, notwithftanding thefe fymp- 
toms, the application is fometimes found to fuc-r 
ceed * and whether it will or not, can only be 
determined by making the trial, which is at¬ 
tended with no other inconvenience than the mo¬ 
mentary pain it occafions : and when it is found 
to produce no good effeft, the ufe of it muft be 
fufpended, until evacuations and other means 
have dimjnifhed the exceflive irritation-, after 
which, it may again be applied, and bids equally 
fair for fuccefs, as in thofe inftances in which it 
never difagreed. 

As opium is the bafis of the Thebaic tinfture, it 
tnight naturally beexpeeled that afimplefolution 
of opium in water would produce the fame good 
effetts, but this we are told is far from being the 
cafe, fuch a fclution having been feveral times 
applied by the author without fuccefs -, mountain 
wine, another principal ingredient in the tinfture, 
has likewife been tried, but without affording the 

leafti 
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Jeaft relief; he therefore concludes that neither 
of tlie ingredients in the tindture are able, in a 
ieparate ftate, to produce the benefit, which they 
uniformly do in combination with each other, and 
for this reafon he has for a long time confined 
himfelf to the ufe of the tindture alone. He fup- 
pofes it tp adt at firft by its ftimulus, and after¬ 
wards as a fedative. Nine cafes are related in 
proof of the efficacy of this remedy. 

After treating of the ophthalmy, our author 
makes mention of the Trichiufis or inverlion of 
the edges of the eye-lids \ a dileafe that occafions 
the hairs growing out of the ciliary edges incef- 
fantly to rub againft and irritate the eye. He 
makes a diftindtion between an inverfion of the 
upper and lower lid \ the former being affedted 
by the equal, though contrary, adtion of the 
mufculus orbicularis, and levator palpebne fu- 
perioris, whereas the lower eye-lid has no mufcle 
correfpondent to the levator of the upper. 
When, therefore, the trichiafis affedts the upper 
lid, it appears to be produced by a relaxation of 
the levator, and a contradtion of the upper part 
pf the orbicularis; whereas a trichiafis of the 
lower lid can only arife from a relaxation of the 
fkin, and a contraction of the lower part of the 
orbicularis. As thele two cafes differ in their 
C^des* the methods employed in each muff of 

couric 
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tourfe be different. In both the cure may be 
either palliative or radical. The former may be 
effected by extracting the lafhes by the root \ 
the latter by retracing the ciliary edges, and pre¬ 
ferring them in their natural fituation. In the 
trichiafis of the lower lid, the aim of the prac¬ 
titioner muft be to increafe the renitency of the 
fkin to fuch a degree as to prevent the contraction 
of the orbicularis; but in the trichiafis of the 
upper eye-lid, this would have no effeCt; and 
benefit can only be derived from adding a fuf- 
ficient ftimulus to the levator palpebrce fuperioris, 
to excite its proper aCtion. Of the two fpecies of 
trichiafis, that of the lower lid is the molt fre¬ 
quent. A curious cafe of trichiafis of the 
upper lid is related, in which* after a variety of 
methods had failed, a cure was effected by the 
following operation: an incifion was made 
through the integuments of the upper lid from the 
inner to the outer angle of the eye*, the fibres of 
the orbicularis were then feparated fo as to denu- 
datc thofe of the levator mufcle as near to their 
termination in the edge of the lid as pofiible; 
which being done, a fmall cauterizing iron, 
adapted to the convexity of the globe of the eye, 
and made pretty warm, was paffed two or three 
times over the tendino-carnous fibres. This 
* Vol. I. N°II. CL flight 
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flight irritation produced a falutary contraction 
of the mufcle, fo that after the inflammation fub- 
fided the eye became ufeful. 

In a recent and flight cafe of trichiafis of 
the lower eye-lid, our author has fometimes ac- 
complilhed a cure by forming a fold in the fkin 
below the inverted lid, and preferving it in that 
ftate by means of fticking-plaifter, or of an in- 
ftruinent contrived to pinch up a fmall portion 
of the lkin, and hang on the cheek. In more 
flubborn cafes he finds it neceffary to cut off a 
fmall tranfverfe portion of fkin below the edge 
of the lid, and afterwards to confine the edges of 
the wound together by means of a future* in 
others of ftill greater difficulty, as for inflance, 
where the ciliary edges are not only inverted, 
but likewife contracted or fhortened, relief can 
only be given by enlarging their circumference, 
either by an incifion at the outer angle, or by a 
complete diviflon of the Tarfus in the middle. 
The latter operation, we are told, is not often 
requifite. ' 

Speaking of the pforophthalmy, qr inflamma¬ 
tion and ulceration of the eye-lids, our author 
obferves, that although often an effeCt of fcro- 
phula and other dileafes, yet it is moft fre¬ 
quently a local complaint, occafloned by an ul¬ 
ceration 



[ 123 ] 


oeration of the du&s of the ciliary glands, and of 
courfe to be cured only by a topical application. 
That which he has found the moft effe&ual is 
the unguentum citrinum Ph. Edin. which, when 
well made, forms a hard falve of a full yellow 
colour. A little of this, melted into an oil by a 
gentle heat, is to be rubbed upon the eye at 
bed-time; after which a fofc plaifter of the 
ceratum album is to be bound clofely over the 
eye-lids, to prevent their adhefion to each other 
in the night. In the morning the eye is to be 
cleanfed with milk and frelh butter, well mixed 
together and warmed. Our author gives us ten 
cafes in which this practice fucceeded. 

Thefe cafes are followed by an account of 
the purulent eyes of new-born children. By 
the term purulent , however, Mr. Ware means 
only an increafed and morbid fecretion of mucus. 
In every ftage of the difeale he thinks the chief 
indication is to conftringe the relaxed vefiels, 
and check their increafed difcharge. The me¬ 
dicine he has found to be the bed calculated for 
this purpofe is the aqua caniphora/a of Bates’s 
Difpenfatory, diluted according to the circum- 
ftances of the cafe. In general he mixes a 
drachm of this preparation with two ounces of 
cold water. This compofition is to be thrown* 

2 between 
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between the eye-lids by means of a fyringe, in 
flight cafes, once or twice a day ; in more inve¬ 
terate ones, once or twice in an hour. During 
the fwelling of the eye-lids he recommends, in- 
ftead of cataplafms, a lotion made of the curds 
of milk turned with alum, and an equal part of 
hog’s lard; this is to be applied cold, and 
frequently repeated, but without intermitting 
the ufe of the injedion. Four cafes are related 
in which this mode of treatment was fuccefsfully 
adopted. 

The work doles with a cafe of Gutta Se¬ 
rena, cured by only three eledric applications, 
each of which was continued about a quarter of 
an hour. The mode of electrification was firft: 
by carrying a flream of the eledric fire through 
the eye, and afterwards by drawing fparks from 
all the parts that furrounded ir. This cafe dif¬ 
fers from thofe related by Mr. Hey (in the 
Lond. Med, Obf. Vol. V.) in the following 
material circumftances •, the diforder came on 
more iuddenly than in the cafes deferibed by 
that author, the blindnefs was more entire, the 
eye-lids more affeded, and the cure more 
Ipeedy. 


SECTION 
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' 3 E C T I O N II. 

Essays and Observations. 

I. Cafe of a Patient who voided Hydatides with 
bis Urine \ with an Account of the Appearances 
on Dijfeflion. Communicated by Thomas Black- 
burne, M. D. Phyfician at Durham. 'Read 
February 18, 1781. 

W G. aged 32, by trade an upholfterer, 

• of a robuft and healthy conftitution, on 
the 18th of Auguft 1774, had the misfortune to 
fall from a table in a room where he was at work, 
by which he was very much hurt, and particu¬ 
larly complained of fevere pain in his left hypo- 
gaftrium, but, as it foon abated, he applied for 
no relief at that time. 

On the 27th of the fame month he was feized 
in the night with a total fuppreflion of urine, at¬ 
tended with great ficknels and vomiting, and a 
violent pain in the region of the left kidney j he 
was bled, had a turpentine clyfter, and an oily 
purging medicine which was repeated every hour, 
and though the greateft part of it was thrown up 
again, it procured him feveral loofe ftools in the 
courfe of the day. 

On 
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On the 28th, all his fymptoms remaining, the 
femicupium was ordered and repeated twice a 
day, along with clyfters, opiates, oily diuretic me¬ 
dicines, &c. but without effeft, till the 6th of 
September, when findings fudden inclination, he 
called for a bafon, and made near two quarts of 
coffee-coloured urine, mixed with a considerable 
- number of hydatides, fome whole and fome burft, 
from the fize of a pin’s head to that of a nutmeg. 
He was immediately relieved from his pain, all 
the bad fymptoms difappeared, and he was able 
in a few days to return to work at his bufinefs. 

After this time, he ufed frequently to pafs hy¬ 
datides of the fame fize, and fometimes reddifh 
fabulous matter, efpecially after taking exercife 
on horfeback. 

He remained in this ftate till the 6th of Sep^ 
tember 1778, when he was again feized with a 
total fuppreffion of urine, acute pain in his left 
lide, and vomiting, which continued for eight or 
ten hours, and was relieved by his paffing an hy¬ 
datid, which was burft, but from the appearance 
of the bag, muft have been as large as a hen's 
rgg when it was whole. He continued eafy tiU 
the iotii, when he had a fevere return of his for¬ 
mer fymptoms ; fuppreffion of urine (though 
without pain or apparent tenfion of the biaddei-) 

diftreffzng 
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diftrefling naufea and vomiting, pain in the left 
hypogaftrium, pulfe hard and full, heat not 
much greater than natural •, he was bled, had an 
oily emulfion c. tinft. Theb. three turpentine 
clyfters in the courfe of the day, and the decodt. 
nitrof. c. lperm. ceti. On the nth a purging 
oily mixture was given without effedt, was re¬ 
peated on the 12th, and produced feveral co¬ 
pious evacuations; and on the 13th, the chamo¬ 
mile fomentation was applied to the region of 
the kidney. 

Thefe means being unfuccefsful in procuring * 

an evacuation of urine, and the pain in the kid¬ 
ney being now fo much abated as hardly to be 
perceived by the patient, an emulfion with 5 
grains of camphor, and 15 drops of tiiidh cantha- 
ridum, was ordered every 4 hours j continued on 
the 15th, and the dofe of tindt. canthar. increafed 
to 30 drops. He remained tolerably eafy till 
the 19th, when the pain returned with violence, 
and he died the fame evening. 

Having procured leave to examine the body, 
we found, on opening the abdomen, a flight ap¬ 
pearance of a mortification of the jejunum to¬ 
wards the right fide, extending about 3 inches 
in length, and of the under furface of the omen-, 
turn that was in contadt with it. We could find 
no traces of a kidney or ureter on the right fide. 

c The 
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The left kidney was increafed uniformly in all 
its dimenfions to 5 times the ufual fize; weighed 
about a pound and a quarter, and extended con* 
liderably under the ribs into the hypochondrium. 
The omentum adhered to it on the upper part, 
and where it adhered was upwards of 2 inches 
thick. 

On feparating the omentum from the kidney, 
we found a large mafs of coagulated blood, 
which feemed to have proceeded from ruptured 
vefiels in the fubftance of the kidney, which was 
very tender, and' in a diffolved ftate through¬ 
out. 

The pelvis of the kidney was greatly enlarged, 
and contained about half a pint of a thick mucous 
fluid, and a large triangular ftone, one angle of 
which was clofely prefied into the paflage of the 
ureter, and entirely clofed it up. A number of 
fmall hydatides was alfo found, fome burft, fome 
containing a thick fluid, and one a fmall ftone 
about the fize of a pea. The ureter was en¬ 
larged to the thicknefs of a man’s little finger, 
and both that and the bladder were quite empty. 
The other abdominal vifcera were in a perfectly 
found ftate 


II. A Cafe 



II. A Cafe of Venereal Confumption cured by Mer* 
curial Trillions. By S. Theophilus de Meza, 
M- D. (From the ACta Havnienfia, Vol. II.) 

A BOUT twenty years ago, C. B. a young 
gentleman, 25 years of age, contracted 

the lues venerea. He had ulcers in different 

♦ 

partsofhis body, particularly in his mouth j and 
cxoftofis of the os frontis j to thefe fymptoms 
were added heCtic fever, colliquative fweats, 
diarrhoea, a conftant cough, an expectoration of 
pus, efpecially towards morning, and in a word, 
all the marks of a confirmed phthifis pulmo- 
naris. 

He had been under the care of a practitioner of 
great reputation and experience, but the reme¬ 
dies prefcribed having failed of fuccefs, he 
thought proper to apply to me. He was at 
this time "in a very emaciated ftate, but was an¬ 
xious to undergo a courfe of mercury. I was 
fearful of giving it to him internally, left by 
ftimulating the bowels it fhould increafe the 
diarrhoea, and thus haften his death. I there¬ 
fore began with rubbing a fmall quantity of 
mercurial ointment every night on his arms 
and legs alternately. In a very few days his 
mouth began to be affefted, but as the falivatioxx 
Vol. I. N° II. R increafcd, 



increafed, the diarrhoea, and fweats were per¬ 
ceived to leffen, and his ftrength feemed rather 
to increafe than diminifh. 

I continued the fridtions till the patient fpit 
about a pound of faliva in the fpace of about 
four-and-twenty hours, and at the end of eight 
weeks, I had the fatisfadtion to find him free 
from every fymptom of lues and phthifis. He 
recovered his health perfectly, and is now the 
father of feveral healthy children. 



III. A fABlX 



III. A TABLE of the Greattjl, Leaf, and 'Mean Heights of the Therihometer and Barometer r 
and of the Fall of Rain in London in 1779. (From the Philofophical Tranfa&ions, Vol. 70* 
Part 1 .) 
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SECTION III. 

Medical and Philosophical News. 

% 

ri^HE Society of Natural Hiftorians at Ber- 
1 lin have propofed the following quef- 
tion for a prize of twenty ducats: i. “ How 
“ long is the virus producing hydrophobia ca- 
“ pable of remaining in an animal, and what is 
“ the length of time required for communicat- 
“ ing it ? 2. How long can this fame tirus 

“ remain in the body without manifefting itfclf ? 
“ From the moment the difeafe is communi- 
“ cated, what are the moft efficacious means of 
“ obviating its effects ?” The difiertations on 
this fubjeft are to be written in French or Latin, 
and fent to M. Otho, fecretary to the Society at 
Berlin, on or before the 27th of December 1781. 


Dr. Gilbert Blane, phyfician to the fleet in 
the Weft Indies, in a letter addrefied to Dr. 
Hunter, and read at the Royal Society, has 
given a very accurate account of the late hur¬ 
ricane * and has likewife attempted a new theory 
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of hurricane. Coldnefs and moifture in tropical 
climates are generally productive of the moft 
pernicious effe&s; but this ftorm, it feems, was 
not more remarkable for its dreadful ravages 
while it lafted, than for the falubrity of its effects 
after it was over. The lick in general were 
benefited by it. Patients labouring under pul¬ 
monary complaints were thofe who were the 
moft fenfibly relieved by it. Several hectic 
fevers were greatly mitigated, and fome few cured 
by it, at leaft for a time. Amongft other in- 
ftances of its falutary operation, Dr. Blane 
fpeaks of a lady who had been confined to her 
room for ten days with a pleurify, and who 
pafied the night fucceeding the hurricane in the 
open air, and on the wet ground, yet (he foon 
recovered. 


M. de Villers, an ingenious naturalift at Lyons, 
has lately diftributed propofals for publifhing by 
fubfcription a work, intitled, “ Les Infectes de 
“ la France decrits etclafiHs felon la methode de 
“ Linnaeus.” It will confift of 4 vols. in 4m. 
and contain 200 engravings by the beft artifts, 
from drawings by M. Gonicbon. About 2500 
infeCU will be defcribed in it. The price to. 

fub- 
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fubfc fibers will be 120 livres, 24 of which ate 
to be paid at the time of fubferibing. The 
work will be publifhed in 12 numbers. The 
firft is to appear in June 1781, and the whole 
imprefiion is to be completed in two years. 


The fe&ion of the fymphyfis pubis hft lately 
been performed with fuccefs in Spain, by Signor 
Canivell, furgeon major to the Naval Hofpital 
at Cadiz. The patient, a lady aged forty-two 
years* was taken in labour of her firft child on 
the 6th of Auguft laft. The labour pains con¬ 
tinued during twenty-four hours, but the head 
of the foetus being prevented from advancing 
by the narrownefs and diftortion of the pelvis, 
and the patient being much reduced, her ac¬ 
coucheur thought the operation advifeable. It 
was accordingly performed without wounding 
the integuments. The incifion was begun above 
the clitoris, and the operator was careful to in* 
jure the meatus urinarius as little as pofiible. 
As foon as the feparation was effected, a crepitus 
was heard, and in a few minutes the patient was 
delivered of a live child. The fever foon went 
off, and on the 38th day ftie got out of bed. 
The only inconvenience (he feels at prefent, is 
a (light incontinence of urine. 


The 
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The Academy of Sciences at Bourdeaux hav¬ 
ing offered a prize of 450 livres for the belt 
paper on the incontinence of urine, to which 
many perfons are fubjedt when in bed, and on 
the means of curing it, M. Leger, a furgeon 
at Paris, has, without any view to the prize, 
communicated to the public a remedy, by means 
of which he has fucceeded in three cafes of this 
fort. It confifts of fix grains of cantharides in 
powder, mixed with two drachms of extradt of 
borage, and divided into 24 dofes, one of which 
is to be taken every night at bed-time. In one 
of the patients, a young lady, 24 years old, who 
had been fubjedt to the above-mentioned com¬ 
plaint from her infancy, the medicine was re¬ 
peated 72 nights, and the dofe of cantharides 
increafed a few grains. This patient was per- 
fedtly cured, and for two years has enjoyed the 
beft health. The two other patients were filters, 
the eldeft fifteen and the youngeft thirteen years 
old. The remedy produced in both the fame 
good effedt as in the cafe juft now mentioned, 
and they have now been well a year. By way 
of precaution, they were all diredted to drink 
hnfeed tea, but the medicine occafioned no 
faangury in either of them. 
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Gn the 9th of December 1780, the College 
of Phyficians at Paris held their Anniverfary 
Meeting in the fchools of the Sorbonne. On this 
occafion were delivered the Eulogies of Doctors 
Jofeph de Juffieu, Albert Hazon, and William 
Michel, three members of the college, who 
died in the courfe of the preceding year. 
M. Deftandes read a diflertation condemning the 
ufe of opium in intermittents, previous to the 
paroxyfm, a practice introduced about thirty 
years ago by M. Berryat, phyfician at Auxerre. 
M. Mallet gave an account of a new fpecies of 
bark brought from Martinico, and which feems 
to be the fame as that lately defcribed in the 
Phil. Tranf. by Dr. Wright. M. Majault com¬ 
municated fame obfervations on vinegar, prov¬ 
ing it not to be an antidote to arfenic, as fomc 
have lately afierted. 


A fecond volume of Experiments and Obfer¬ 
vations relating to various branches of Natural 
Philofophy, &c. by the celebrated Dr. Prieftly, 

Is in the prefs, and will fpeedily be publilhed. , 
We are likewife informed that the Abbe Fontana 

4 * ‘ . , 

Is printing a very intcrefting work on Poifons. 
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The Memoirs of the Academy of Sciences aC 
Berlin, for 1779, lately publifhed, contain fomc 
account of the late Dr. J. H. Pott * this celebrated 
Chemift was born at Halberftadt in 1692, and 
graduated at Halle in Saxony. His inaugural 
difcourfe was on the fulphur of metals. In 1718 
he was adrrfitted of the Academy, and about the 
fame time was appointed Profeflbr of the Theory 
of Chemiftry in the College of Phyfic and Sur¬ 
gery at Berlin. He died on the 29th of March 
I777» aged eighty-five years, leaving feveral 
daughters. His Lithogeogncjia and other writings 
are well-known to the chemical reader. 

DEATHS* 

Nov. 29, 1780, at Leyden, aged 76 years, 
Jerom David Gaubius, M. D. Honorary Pro-* 
feffor of Chemiftry and the Practice of Phyfic, 
Firft Phyfician to the Stadtholder, F. R. S. of 
London, and of many other fimilar inftitutions 
in different parts of Europe. He was a native 
of Heidelberg in Germany, and was the favourite 
pupil of Boerhaave, who refigned the chemical 
chair in his favour in 1735, as he himfelf did in 
1775 in favour of his nephew Dr. Hahn. His 
works are few in number, but his Injlitutiones 
Vol.I. N°II. S Patbo* 
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Pathologic Median ales alone are a fufRcient 
proof of his great abilities as a medical writer. 

Dec. —At Vienna, aged 27 years, Maximi¬ 
lian Fellner, M. D. Profeflor of Phyfiology in 
the Univerfity at that place. 

6.—At Verfailles, aged 78, Jofeph Lieutaudj 
M. D. Counfellor of State, and Firft Phyfician 
to the King of France, Member of the Royal 
Academy of Sciences at Paris, of the Royal So¬ 
ciety of London, &c. He was a native of Aix 
In Provence, and in 1774 fucceeded M. Senac 
as archiater. He acquired confiderable reputa¬ 
tion as a practical writer by his Synopfis Univer - 
fa Praxeos Medica, 2 vols. 8vo.; and as an ana- 
tomift, by his Effais Anatomiqttes (a late edition 
of which is much improved by M. Portal) and 
his Hijloria Anatomico-Medica ft fens numroftffima 
cadaverum kumanorum extifpicia. 2 vols. 4to. 

Feb. —1781.—At Chefterfield in Derbylhire, 
Mr. John Willot, furgeon and apothecary. 

15.—At Darlington, in the county of Dur¬ 
ham, John Trotter, M. D. author of an inaugural 
difeourfe, “ de Morbo Venereof printed at Ley¬ 
den in 1757. 
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tifchen Theil, mitkupfern. Zweyte vermehrte und 
verbeflerte Aufgabe. i. e. Elements of the Theory 
and Practice of Metallurgical Chemiftry, by C.E. 
Gellert, with copper-plates, fecond edition, cor¬ 
rected, with additions, 8vo. Leipfic, 498 pages. 

The firft edition of this work was publifhed in 
1750. In the prefen t^edition the author, who is 
infpeftor of the mines in Saxony, has availed 
himfelf of all the improvements that have been 
made in metallurgical chemiftry fince that period. 
Mr. Gellert informs us, that he has fometimes 
difTolved copper filings, and likewife thin plates , 
of copper, by mixing them with charcoal, and 
expofing them, in clofe veflels, to a long con¬ 
tinued moderate heat. By means of this procefs 
he has obtained fometimes a grey, and fometimes 
a beautiful red vitrum cupri, which was increafed 
part in its weight. In a very ftrong fire this 
fubftance was again deprived of its phlogifton 
and a pure malleable copper regenerated. From 
this circumftanpe it may be concluded that phlo¬ 
gifton alone is fometimes employed by nature to 
mineralize copper, apd perhaps fome other me¬ 
tals likewife. Our author does not confider the 
tegulus obtained from cobalt as a peculiar femi- 
metal, but as a compofition of iron and arfenic 
■yyith another fubftance as yet unknown j and he 

is 
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is of opinion that the blue colour cobalt impart* 
to glafs, depends at Ieaft in a certain degree on 
iron. 

3. Anfangfgriinde zur Probierkunft, i. e. 
Elements of the Art of aflaying Metals, by C. E. 
Gellert , a new edition, with additions. 8vo. Leip- 
fic. 176 pages, with copper-plates. 

This work, as well as the one laft mentioned, 
has received many valuable additions from the 
author’s own experience. 

4. William Cullen , D. A. D. &c. Anfangf- 
griinde der Praktifchen Arzney wiflenfchaft, i. e. 
Firfl: Lines of thePra&ice of Phyfic, by William 
Cullen, M. D. &c. Parts 1 and ?, 8vo. Leipfic. 

5. Samuel Foart Simmons , D. A. D. &c. Ana- 
tomie des Menfchlichen Korpers, oder Befchrei- 
bung des Baues defielben. Aus dem Englifchen, 
und mit des iiberfetzen eigenen Anmerkungen 
vermehrt und verbeffert, i. e. The Anatomy of 
the Human Body, or a Defcription of its Struc¬ 
ture, by Samuel Foart Simmons , M. D. &c. trans¬ 
lated from the Englilh, with notes by the Trans¬ 
lator. 8 vo. Leipfic. 

6. Obfervations fur la Rage •, fuivies de Reflex¬ 
ions critiques fur les Prefervatifs de cette Mala- 
die, par M, leRoux , Maitre en Chirurgie, Aflocie 
de l’Academie Royale des Sciences de Dijon, et 

Chirurgien 
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Chirurgicn Major de l’Hopital General r de U 
me me ville. Dijon, 8 vo, 52 pages. 

The author of this pamphlet (which, though it 

contains nothing new, is judicioijfly written; is 

very properly of opinion that none of the re¬ 
medies that have hitherto been recommended 
with a view to prevent the hydrophobia, are 
Serving our confidence. He thinks with fome 
other late writers that # our principal attention 
ought to be directed to the wound through 
which the poifon may be expefted to enter the 
•habit, and accordingly recommends fcarification, 
topical bleeding, the cautery, &c. in order to 
prevent an ablorption of the virus. 

7. Obfervations rares de medecine, d’anatomie, 
-et de chirurgie, traduites du Latin de Vander 
Wiel, par M. Planque, M. D. avec figures. 
■Paris, 12 mo. 2 Vols. containing each about 550 
pages. 

8. Experiences, et obfervatibns fur differentes 
efpeces d’air, ouvrage traduit de l’Anglois de 
M. Priejiley , Do&eur en Droit, membre de la 
Societe Royale de Londres. Par M. Gibeltn , 
M. D. Membre de la Societe Medicale de Lon¬ 
dres. Tomes IV and V. Paris, 8vo. 

g . Inftruccion curativa de los Tabardillos; 

par el Don *Jofef Atnar, M. D. &c. i. e. Remarks 

on 
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on the cure of eruptive difcafes, by 'Don Jofepb 
Amar , M. D. Phyfician to his Majefty, Counfel- 
lor of the Royal Tribunal of PhyfiC, flrfl: Phy¬ 
fician for the kingdom of Navarre, Member of 
the Royal Society of Sciences at Seville, and 
Vice Prefident of the Royal Medical Academy 
at Madrid. 410, Madrid. 

In this work, which confifts of 327 pages, wc 
read much of putridity and malignancy, of crudity 
and co&ion. Lewis de Toro, John de Car* 
mona, and other Spanifti medical writers are 
the molt frequently quoted. The work clofes 
with an account of the different epidemics that 
have prevailed in Spain. 

10. Inftruccion curativa y prefervativa de 
dolorcs de coftado y pulmonias; u e. Remarks 
on the cure of difeafes of the breaft and lungs. 
By the fame. 410. Madrid, 204 pages. 

The author divides pleurify into the af-' 
cending and defcending, and from thefe diftinc- 
tions derives the indications for bleeding or purg¬ 
ing in this difeafe. 

11. Les grands remedes contre la rage, I’epi- 
lepfie, les vertiges et vapeurs qui ont atteints a ce 
mal, et autres infirmites *, par M. Le Jay ant , Cure 
de Notre Dame de la Quinte pres de Mans. 
8vo. Mans. 

This 

1 
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This Curate of La Quinte may not improperly 
be ranked as a medical writer with our country¬ 
man Mr. Wefiey. 

12. Hiftoire Medicale des Maladies dyfente- 
riques qui affligerent la province de Maine en 
1779 ; moyens convenables pour combattre avec 
fucces le mal principal et les accidens qui en font 
la fuite par M. Vetilla^d, M. D. Membre du 
College des Medecins de iN^ans. i2mo. Mans. 
74 P a g e s- 

This feems to be the production of an experi¬ 
enced and judicious practitioner. 

13. De China China in Synochis Putribus 
animadverfiones Petri Joannis Vajlpania Amplif- 
fimi Taurinenfis Medicorum Collegii Socii, nec 
non Medici in Nofocomio urbis Majori Vi- 
carii. Taurinii, 8vo, 152 pages. 

The author of this Work condemns the Peru¬ 
vian bark, but his arguments are by no means 
well founded. 

14. Le Citoyen Dentifte, ou Part de feconder la 
Nature pour fe conferver les dents, et les entre- 
tenir propres. Ouvrage Moderne, a la portee 
dc tout le Monde. Par M. Hubert , Chirurgien 
dentifte, recu au College Royal de Chirurgie de 
Paris, dentifte penfionne de la Ville. i2mo. 
Lyons, 95 pages. 
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other fex •, but at length, the refinements of 
falhion, and the unreferved connexion between 
the two fexes, weakened this powerful obftacle; 
fo that the arguments derived from this amiable 
but miftaken modefty, yielded by degrees to the 
love of life, the peculiar tendemefs of the mo¬ 
ther, and the affeCtion of the.wife*, and male 
practitioners were employed' to give that aflift- 
ance for which their improved knowledge, their 
courage, prefence of mind, and frequently their 
bodily ftrength, had particularly qualified them. 
It muft be allowed, however, that when this 
change took place, the accoucheur ufually attri¬ 
buted too much to art, and relied too little upon 
nature; but this diftruft of nature was owing not 
fo much to the fault of the artift as to the imper¬ 
fection of the art. We are now more fully in¬ 
formed of the feveral circumftances which juftify 
our interference, or lead us to an exaCt, patient 
attendance ort the efforts of nature. 

Thefe preliminary Obfervations are extracted 
chiefly from the preface to the work before us, 
which, though profefiedly written for the in- 
ftruCtipn of midwives, and on that account divert¬ 
ed of technical exprefiions, is well defcrving the 
attention of the iriofl experienced male prac¬ 
titioner. c.- • . ! -- 1 

... •>„-• ... Mr. 
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. - ool ,£-l Jin' '■ Mor.c 1 »> 

Mr. Hamilton firft gives a eoncife general 

view of the female anatomy. After which he 
treats feparately of the pelvis both in its natural 
and diftorted ftate; of the ftrufture and figure 
of the child’s head, of the foft parts of gene¬ 
ration, the theory of generation, menfes, flood¬ 
ing, and the difeafes of the genital parts. 

° V.’- & r 

In fpeaking of the menfes. ojuf author obferves, 
that notwithftanding all that has been laid con¬ 
cerning emmenagogues, there is not, as yet, in 
the whole catalogue of medicines any one which 
can be relied on for that purpose. He thinks 
that aloes owes its great character in promoting 
the menfes, merely to its violent operation and 
ftimulating quality. In conftitutions fubjeft to 
the piles, from the tenefmus or ftraining it oc« 
cafions in going to ftool, it very often brings on 
that difeale; in the fame way it may have a ten¬ 
dency to bring down the menfes ; hence it is 
extremely improper in delicate fyftems and in 
women fubjeft to floodings. All ftrong purga¬ 
tives, adds Mr. Hamilton, will aft in the fame 


manner. 
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If purgatives fail, he recommends a fpoonful. 
of white muftard feed, or a final 1 cupful of a- 

• Iy 1 v/t * * 4, 

weak infufion of horfe-radiffi twice a day, as no, 
contemptible remedies. He remarks, that me- 

T 2 ' dicines 
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cinps given to promote the menfes, fliould be ad- 
miniftered about a week before the expected re¬ 
turn, and continued for a few days after, or till 
the ufual evacuation recurs; and that thefe, or an 
infufion of penny royal, tanfey, balm, or chamo¬ 
mile, may alfo be ufed with advantage when the 
difcharge is fcanty or fparing. 

The author obferves, that painful menjlruation 
chiefly happens to women of a delicate nervous 
habit, and to women of falhion. Thofe of a 

t I • A 

lower clafc, who are inured to hard labour, are 
feldom obferved to fuffer at th^fe times, unlefs 
from a difeafed ftate of the uterus. In cafes of 

• • x 

this fort, he recommends half a grain or a grain 
of opium to be taken evening and morning till 
tho menftrual period is over. The binding 
quality pf the opiate is to be counteracted by the 
ufe of gentle laxatives or glyfters. He adds, 
however, that thefe indulgences fhould be al¬ 
lowed only upon emergencies, as they are with ' 
difficulty left off. 

In flooding, or an immoderate difcharge of 

the menfes, he thinks that more is to be expedted 

from regimen than medicine. He confiders 

light, nourifhing, and cooling diet, cold drink, 

cool air, and cold applications (fuch as cloths 

foaked in vinegar and water) to the loins, abdo- 
\ \ 

• men, 
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jpen, and os externum, as the principal reme¬ 
dies. He relies but little on the power of me¬ 
dicine. If the patient is of a full habit, hot 
and feverifh, he gives nitre*, if otherwife, he 
prefers rofe tea acidulated with fpirit of vitrioL 
Alum whey is fpoken of as a powerful remedy. 
When there is much pain or anxiety, and no 
inclination to vomiting, he thinks that opiates 
may be given with advantage. He dire&s the 
belly to be kept open by the ufe of emollient 
glyfters, exhibited in a degree of heat, which 
we call tepid, that is, fcarcely milk warm. A 
light decodtion of Peruvian bark, fharpened 
with elixir of vitriol, is recommended as the 
bell medicine to llrengthen the fyftem, and pre¬ 
vent a return of the disorder. 

Speaking of the final cefiation of the menfes, 
Mr. Hamilton obferves, that the morbid fymp- 

toms which occur at this period, are rather to 

%' 

be aferibed to a general change of the habit, 

than merely to the abfence of the menftrual 

evacuation. He finds, that the women who are 

the mod apt to fuffer at the decline of life, are 

thofe who have never had children ; who have 

never enjoyed good regular health j whofe health 
♦ # 

has been impaired by frequent labours or mif- 
carriages i who have been fubjedt to irregulari¬ 
ties 
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tics of the rtienfes, to the fluor albus, br to 
nervous and hyfterical fymptoms. He remarks, 
however, that frequently, delicate women who 
•have been diftreflfed with painful tnenftruation, 
or with nervous complaints while regular, gra¬ 
dually recover after this period, and for a long 
time enjoy a ftate of health to which they were 
before ftraogers. 

The fymptoms that appear about this time 
are arranged by our author under the following 
heads, viz. i. Thofe of fulnefs, in confequence 
of the fudden ftoppage of an ufual evacuation 
in full habits; 2. Frequent, long-continued, or 
immoderate floodings in feeble relaxed habitsj 
3. General aftc&ions of the fyflem from an al¬ 
teration of the conftitutioq. The complaints 
of the firft of thefe claflcs are to be relieved by 
fpave diet, occafional venaefecfion, avoiding cof- 
tivenefs, and by exercife. Thofe of the fecond 
clafs are to be treated in the manner juft now 
directed ; but. if the difcharge is owing to iful- 
nefs, proper evacuations will be necefiary. 
cafes of the third kind, when {hooting pains ap¬ 
pear about the under part of the abdomen or 
region of the uterus, and in the breads, with 
other fymptoms of bad health, they evidently 
indicate a change in the conftitution, which 

depends 
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depends on other circumftances than the doling 
of the vefiels of the womb, and the mode of 
treatment mud vary accordingly. Our author 
thinks it right however to remind the reader, 
that as the womb is acutely fenfible, the firffc 
fymptoms of the difeafe often arile from it j 
that thofe parts firft fuffer that are mod imme- 
diately, by nervous fympathy, conne&ed with rt 
it j and that, foon after, the general health be¬ 
comes affeded. 

In treating of the difeafes of the genifal part*, 
our author fpeaks of the fluor albus as occur¬ 
ring, perhaps, more frequently than any other.* 
female complaint. He thinks it may often be 
diminifhed, though feldom entirely cured, unlels 
in young people, when , the complaint is re¬ 
cent, by ftyptic or aftringent inje&ions; fuch 
as a weak folution of alum, or fugar of 
lead in water, or Tunbridge water: when the 
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fluor albus, as is often the cafe, is connected 
with the date of the ftomach, he finds the Pe¬ 


el 


ruvian bark, infufed in lime water, one of the 

■ 

beft remedies. In many inftances he has had 
occafion to obferve, that women have been 

cured of the moft obftinate habitual fluor albus, 

< ■ * 

by giving fuck. He confiders long-continued, . 
or exceflive fluor albus, when combined with 

fmallnefs 
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fmallnefs of the breads, and irregular and 
fparing or deficient menfes, and the appearance 
of extreme delicacy, as the mod certain indica¬ 
tion of derility. 

Our author next proceeds to treat of preg¬ 
nancy. He fird traces the progrefs of the 
foetus, and then concifely deferibes the other 
parts of the ovum ; after which he points out 
the changes the uterus undergoes during preg¬ 
nancy, and remarks, that as the contents of the 
uterus in early gedation are entirely confined 
to the fundus, or upper part, the fird change 
from pregnancy arifes from the Uterus finking 
downwards towards the lower circumference o£ 
the pelvis, by which means the abdomen is 
fomewhat diminifhed in fize and appears flatter; 
and this circumdance, when combined with the 
ufual fymptoms of breeding, our author confi- 
ders as a more probable indication of preg¬ 
nancy than any other that can be depended on 
in the early months. He obferves, that the 
uterus, when didended, becomes of a fofter and 
jnore fpongy texture; fo that by unfkilful at¬ 
tempts to turn the child, or to dretch the ori¬ 
fice of the womb, it has often been torn, and 
the unfortunate woman has fallen a victim to 
the rafhnefs of an ignorant operator* He re- 

marks. 
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marks, that even the judicious Dr. Smellie was 
not aware of the dreadful confequences of anti¬ 
cipating nature in her operations; for he can¬ 
didly acknowledges, that by attempting too 
early to dilate the orifice of the uterus in order 
to turn the child, the uterus was frequently 
torn ; and although the woman fometimes re¬ 
covers, where the thin membranous edge of the 
orifice only is torn, lacerations of the body of 
the uterus are always fatal. 

The womb, during pregnancy, being chiefly 
enlarged towards the fundus, the ligamenta 
lata are left much below the principal bulk of 
the uterus; we are therefore very judicioufly 
cautioned pot to pull violently at the umbi¬ 
lical cord to deliver the placenta, left we fhould 
occafion an inverfion of the uterus, or by not 
giving it time to contract, bring on a fatal 
flooding. 

Our author contents himfelf with juft men? 
tioning the ridiculous notion of fuperfcetation j 
and after fpeaking in the fame curfory manner 
of extra-uterine conception and monfters, pro¬ 
ceeds to fpeak of the difeafes of pregnancy, 
which, though troublefome, he obferves are very 
feldom fatal. 

Vol. I. HI. U - Aaiongft, 
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Amongft other fymptoms of breeding, ho 
enumerates, i. Sieknefs and vomiting: thefe, 
when accompanied with marks of plethora, 
may be relieved by bleeding and z, fpare.diet. 
When the ficknels is exceflive, vomits of ipe- 
cacoanha have often the belt effetts ; and it 
will fometimes be neceflary to repeat them once 
a week or oftener. Sometimes, however, the 
ficknefs attending pregnancy is merely a nervous 
affe&ion, and no fenfible relief will be afforded 
till the uterus rifes above the brim of the 
pelvis. 2. This fymptom, in fome inftances, 
accompanies all the ftages of pregnancy : it 
may be palliated by attending to the ftate of 
the ftomacb. 3. Diarrbpa : this may be re-, 
medied by gentle vomits, rhubarb, opiates, and 
regimen. 4. Swelling and pain in the breajlsi 
when the<e are exceflive, and the patient is 
- young, venaefe&ion becomes neceflary : tight 
preflure fhould be avoided, and the breads 
rubbed with warm fine olive oil twice a day, 
and afterwards covered with foft flannel or fur. 
5. Fainting , nervous , or byjieric Jits : in thefe 
pafes the only certain remedy is opium. 

In the more advanced ftage of pregnancy, 
the preflure of the uterus occafions other com¬ 
plaints which often threaten the life of the 

patient. 




patient, whereas the former ones end only in 
jmifcarriage. In noticing the fymptoms that 
occur at this period, our author takes occafion 
to fpeak of the rttroverfion of the uterus , a 
dileafe which till of late hath been but little 
attended to. No complaint immediately attend¬ 
ing pregnancy requires fo much attention as 
this. In the beginning, under proper manage¬ 
ment, there can be no hazard; but if neglected, 
the utmoft danger is to be dreaded; for if the 
Urine cannot be drawn off and the tumour re¬ 
duced, death will be the unavoidable confe- 
quence. It chiefly occurs from the third till 
the end of the fifth month. Thin fpate wo¬ 
men are the moft fubjeft to it. 

In fpeaking of the floodings that fometimes 
come on in the advanced ftage of pregnancy, 
he obferVes, that the moft dangerous are thofe 
where the placenta is attached at the neck or 
over the mouth of the uterus. The filling the 
vagina with tow, foaked in ftyptic liquors, is 
a pra&ice which, in the opinion of our author, 
has no particular advantage to recommend it; 
on the contrary, he thinks they may do harm 
by their irritation. 

Mr. Hamilton briefly enumerates the caufes 
of abortion, and points out the proper treat- 

U 2 
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ment in cafes of mifcarriage. He obferves, 
that in cafes of twins or triplets, one conception 
fnay be interrupted by the growth of another, 
and the foetus perifhing, its ovum may be re¬ 
tained for fome time afterwards, and then mif¬ 
carriage, or the expulfion of that ovum, will 
enfue. The remaining conception may, how¬ 
ever, be retained, and the woman, under proper 
management, be enabled to carry the child till 
full time. 

With the generality of fyftematic writers, 
our author divides labours into the natural, la¬ 
borious, and preternatural. He firft defcribes 
the progrefs of a natural labour, and obferves, 
that the fpurious pains (which are to be carefully 
diftinguifhed from the true ones) are frequently 
a prelude to approaching labour. He remarks, 
that labour pains often continue from fix to 
twelve, eighteen, or twenty-four hours ; that is, 
if the woman be not delivered in fix hours, the 
Jabour will, perhaps, be protracted for fix hours 
more; if not in twelve, that {he will then go 
on nearly to the end of the eighteenth hour, or 
to the twenty-fourth ; and that every fix hours 
of pain generally alternate more or lefs with in¬ 
tervals of eafe. We much doubt whether this 
obfervation is well founded j and indeed the au* 

thor 
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thor himfelf acknowledges that the duration of 
labour is fo precarious, that we ought to be 
cautious in giving any opinion. Speaking of 
the pofition for delivery, he obferves, that when 
the labour proves tedious, the woman ought not 
to be confined long in any pofture. 

He diftinguilhes three ftages in a natural la¬ 
bour. The firft is completed, when the os 
uteri is fo much dilated that no part of the 
orifice can be felt. This is generally accom- 
plifhed in about eight, ten, or twelve hours. 
During this ftage, he very properly cautions the 
midwife againft frequent touching; and ob¬ 
ferves, that it is unneceffary to place the patient 
in the proper fituation for delivery, till the os 
uteri is dilated to the breadth of half a crown. 
The delivery of the child, after the paflages are 
dilated, conftitutes the fecond Jlage of labour. 
During this ftage, the midwife is directed to 
examine at the time of every pain, as it may 
then be done without any inconvenience to the 
patient. The delivery is to be trufted wholly 
to nature, as the fhoulders will generally accom¬ 
modate themfelves to the lhape of the pelvis, 
and turn towards the pubes and facrum. The 
third Jlage is the delivery of the placenta. The 
proper time for doing this is, when the con¬ 
tracting 
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trading uterus has ihifted its pofition, and tatt 
be perceived like a hard round ball, at or be¬ 
low the navel; or, when the woman complains 
of a grinding or griping pain» In moft cafes, 
this happens from ten minutes to half an hour 
after the delivery of the child. The placenta 
adheres moft firmly in premature births, when 
the woman has been in bad health during preg¬ 
nancy ; in lingering or difficult births j or whetl 
hafty attempts are made to ext rad it* It is 
moft eafily and quickly feparated in a firft birth* 
when the woman is in good health* and when 
the labour has been properly managed. In 
floodings after delivery, the placenta is to be 
immediately delivered* In cafes of retention 
from the uncommon adhefion of the cake, the 
Utmoft caution is requifite. When it is dif- 
eafed, and adheres to the uterus like mofs to a 
rock, force muft never be ufed. Fortunately 
this cafe does not often occur. Mr. Hamilton 
obferves, that adhefions of the placenta from 
difeafed fchirrofity, always threaten forae de¬ 
gree of danger, as the feparation may be pro¬ 
ductive of a fatal haemorrhage. 

Our author diftinguiffies the fecond clafs of 
labours into, i. The tedious or lingering ; and 
2. The difficult or laborious. The former, he 

obferves. 
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pbferves, may be owing to obftacles arifing 
from the mother, the child, or the membranes, 
water, chord, or placenta. In the mother, te¬ 
dious labours may proceed from general or local 
complaints. The general complaints may be, 
I. Cholic , which may be palliated by clyfters 
and opiates. 2. Naufea and vomiting : thefe 
fometimes occur in the eafieft labours, and are 
generally the effect of fympathy. In thefe cafes 
>varm water .is directed to be drank freely, 

3. Flooding : as the labour pains increafe, this 
iymptom generally abates. If it fhould not, 
we ought to promote the contraction of the 
uterus by breaking the membranes, when the os 
uteri is dilated about the breadth of a half- 
crown piece, This expedient, we are told, fel- 
dom fails to give an immediate check to the 
flooding. If the difeharge proceeds from the 
feparation of part of the placenta attached to 
the neck or over the orifice of the uterus, the 
flooding will increafe with labour pains, and 
there is no other method of preferving the wo- 
pnan and child, but by an expeditious delivery. 

4. Cramps: thefe are fometimes relieved by 
opiates. 5. Lownefs and faintnefs : thefe ac¬ 
company the firft part of labour only. When 
fhe ftrong pains come on, the woman recovers 

her 
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her fpirits, and acquires vigour and refolution. 
6. Convul/tons : thefe may arife from various 
caufes. Bleeding, laxative clyfters, and cool 
air, are the chief remedies. When it can be 
eafily done, delivery fhould be affifted. 7. Fe- 
verifh indifpofition from fulnefs. 8. Heftic or con - 
fumptive habit : in thefe melancholy cafes the 
pains are weak and trifling •, but as the os uteri 
affords but little refiftance, the child readily 
obtains a paffage. Mr. Hamilton remarks, 
that hettic women, under proper management, 
rarely flnk immediately after delivery ; they ge¬ 
nerally live a week or longer, though they 
feldom outlive the month. 9. Pajfions of the 
mind . 10. Improper treatment : under this laft 

' head, the author takes occafion to caution us 
againft exhaufling the patient’s ilrength in the 
beginning. 

The local complaints retarding the progrefs of 
labour may be, 1. Narroivnefs or dijlortion of 
the bones of the pelvis : Mr. Hamilton fuppofes, 
narrownefs at the brim to be the moft frequent 
defett of the pelvis, and the moft difficult to 
difeover, as we can only afeertain it by the 
fymptoms; for we fhould not attempt to in¬ 
troduce the hand, till the os uteri is dilated. 
2. Thicknefs and rigidity of the os uteri: this. 
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we are told, is one of the mod common caufes 
of lingering labours. It chiefly occurs in el¬ 
derly women, in ftrong robuft conftitutions, or 
where the intervals between child-bearing have 
been diftant. In a firft labour, or when a woman 
is advanced in life, from thirty-fix hours to three 
days may be required for the dilatation of the os 
uteri j yet if the management be properly regu¬ 
lated, neither the mother nor the child will fuffer 
from this delay. Other local complaints retard¬ 
ing labotir may be drynefs and conftri&ionof 
the vagina—a difeafed ftate of the parts—fwell- 
ing or inflammation of the vagina—prolapfus of 
the uterus, vagina and reftum—(lone in the 
urethra—hardened foeces. 

The author obferves, that when the protrac¬ 
tion of labour depends on the child, it is bfually 
occafloned either by the bulk or folidity, or the 
unfavourable pofition of the head. He tells u» 
that a large head may be fufpe&ed when the 
vertex does not lengthen out by the force of the 
pains, and when the progrefs of the labour is 
fufpended, though the pains continue to be ftrong * 
and frequent after the foft parts are fufficiently 
dilated. The unfavourable pofitions of the 
head, he thinks, may be referred to two kinds, 
which include a confiderable variety j ift, When 
Vol. I. N°III. , X the 
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the crown inftead of the vertex prefents *, adly,' 
Face cafes. He obfervcs, that in cafes of the 
firft fort the labour is generally more tedious, 
and the hazard of lacerating the perineum 
greater than when the vertex prefents, but that 
if no other obftacle occurs, the labour will com¬ 
monly terminate favourably if left to nature. 
Our author remarks, that of all laborious births, 
face cafes are the mod difficult. The varieties 
of thefe cafes may be known by the direction of 
the chin. In every cafe of this fort, his rule is 
to allow the labour to go on till the face is pro¬ 
truded as low as poflible. 

The placenta and its appendages may retard 
labour, by the membranes being too weak or 
too ftrong, by the waters being too copious or 
too fparing, by the chord being too fhort or too 
long. The placenta itfelf may likewife be im¬ 
properly attached over the os uteri. 

Our author gives the appellation of difficult , 
or Jlriftly laborious labours , to cafes that require 
the ufe of inftruments j but as his work is de- 
figned chiefly for the female practitioner, he 
fays but little on this fubjett, and therefore pror 
ceeds to fpeak of the third clafs of labours, the 
preternatural. In all cafes of this fort, the deli¬ 
very, he obferves, is always precarious and often 

difficult. 
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He next treats of the management of women 
after delivery. He thinks, that a few plain 
rules, fuggefted by common fenfe, and a careful 
attention to the didates of nature, are in moft 
cafes fufficient. He obfervcs, that it is neceflfary to 
attend, ift, To the regulation of the body; 2dly, 
To that of the mind. He inculcates the neceflity 
of cool air and regimen, and of the occafional 
ufe of clyfters and gentle laxatives to obviate 
coftivenefs. He thinks the patient fhould be 
taken up, and have her bed properly adjufted 
on the fourth, or at the lateft, the fifth day after 
delivery, and that her fhift, &c. fhould be 
changed once a day or oftener. 

Mr. Hamilton next treats in a curfory manner 
of the accidents that happen in confequence of 
delivery, fuch as fwelling of the labia, laceration 
of the perinseum, inflammation, abfeefs or gan¬ 
grene of the genital parts *, rupture of the va¬ 
gina, laceration of the uterus, and inverfion of 
the uterus. In fpeaking of the latter he obferves, 
that of five inftances where it happened from the 
ignorance of the praditioner in hurrying the ex- 
tradion of the placenta, one lady only furvived 
the dreadful accident. Her recovery is the more 
extraordinary, as the uterus could not be reftored 
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to its natural ftate, and though replaced within 
the vagina, it ftill continues inverted. 

After thefe obfervations follow Tome remarks 
on the difcafes incident to a child-bed ftate, fuch 
as faintings, floodings, after-pains, inflammation 
of the womb, and irregularities of the lochia. 
Mr. Hamilton obferves, that as inflammation, 
excoriation, coalition of the labia, and even of 
the os uteri, have been produced by a ftagnation 
of the putrid lochia, lying-in women ought to 
be very careful to keep thefe parts clean, by fre¬ 
quent bathing with a fponge and warm water, 
while the lochia continue to flow j and fhould 
afterwards take a proper opportunity, when 
their health will permit, of applying cold water, 
or of ufing the cold bath, when the feafon and 
other circumftances will admit of it. “ The 
44 advantages, adds our author, of obferving a 
“ fcrupulous cleanlinefs at thefe times, and after 
M menjiruaticn , though little attended to in this 
“ country, are fufficiently obvious, and do not 
44 require any other arguments to enforce it. 

“ The pra&icc of ablution was firft known 
** among the ancient Jews, and conftituted a part 
44 of their religious ceremony. It was probably 
44 firft fuggefted by delicacy, and afterwards 
44 eftabliihed on account of health, k ftill pre- 
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“ vails in the eaftern countries; and the biddeati 
“ of the Italian and French ladies deferves the 
“ imitation of thofe of Britain, who in general 
ct furpafs moft other nations in delicacy of fen- 
“ timent, if not in politenefs of manners.” 

The author next fpcaks of the determination 
of fluids to the breafts, and its confequences.' 
He remarks, that from the third to the fifth day- 
after delivery is a very important period; for 
in this interval the red lochia ceafe, and the dif- * 
charge is only compenfated by the milk, which 
generally flows in full ftreamsi Difeales may 
therefore arife from its being too full or too 
Sparing. 

When the colour of the lothia begins to 
Change, pains in the lower part of the abdomen* 
like thofe of painful menftruation, come on, 
attended with a pretty fmart fever, and at length 
the breafts become enormoufly diftended, and 
occafion the moft violent pain, weight, and 
throbbing. This febrile commotion and painful 
tenfion continue from twenty-four to thirty-fix 
hours, and are commonly terminated by a fweat, 
diarrhoea, or free difcharge of milk. When the 
woman is healthy, is to fuckle her child, and has 
good nipples, the author advifes us to put the 
child to the breaft within twenty-four hours from 

delivery. 



[ **7 3 

delivery. In repelling the milk whfere this is 
thought requifite, he truds wholly to an abfte- 
mious diet for fome days, with little drink, keep¬ 
ing the body gently open, and rubbing warm 
oil on the breads two or three times a day. He 
obferves that the dru&ure of the breads of wo¬ 
men is more complicated than in any other clafs 
of animals, the lactiferous tubes being larger and 
more drait, fo that the milk cannot flow out in¬ 
voluntarily. 

He didinguidies two kinds of abfcefles of the 
breads *, thole that are feated deep in the glan¬ 
dular fubdance of the bread, and thofe that are 
more fuperficial. The former are tedious in 
their progrefs to fuppuration, painful, and at¬ 
tended with fever: the latter are much milder, 
burd fpontaneoufly, and the lore heals kindly, 
Mr. Hamilton obferves, that in thofe of the 
fird fort, the woman may be faved much pain 
by opening the tumour early. He remarks, 
however, that fuppuration often returns in other 
parts of the bread two or three different times. 

In fpeaking of fore nipples, the author ob¬ 
ferves, that women who have been fubjeft to a 
complaint of this fort lhould endeavour to pre¬ 
vent its return by applying adringents to the 
parts for feveral \vcek$ before delivery, as cloths 
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dipped in alum Water, in ftnong fpirits, or in the 
brine of faked meat boiled up. 

Befides the milk fever, Mr. Hamilton treats 
of the weed, the miliary, and the puerperal fever . 
The firfi: of thefe, the weed , he defines to be a 
fever in the child-bed (late, occafioned by mif- 
management or accident, and happening chiefly 
to irritable patients. It differs, we are told, 
from other fevers in the violence and duration of 
the cold fit, and is generally terminated in 
twenty-four hours. It is leldom dangerous, but 
leaves the woman liable to future attacks. In 
the cold fit. tepid diluent drinks are recom¬ 
mended ; in the hot fit cool drinks and cool air. 
The fweating is not to be protracted too long, or 
too fuddenly checked. The body is to be kept 
open by means of glyfters. 

Our author fuppofes the miliary eruption to 
be conftantly a fymptomatic difeafe, the effeft of - 
a hot regimen, in lying-in women. He obferves 
that women in this Hate are much predifpofed to 
putrid difeafes, fo that when a fweat is urged, 
the putrid matter exifting in the fyftem will be 
driven to the furface, and when the quantity is 
unufually large, and the quality preternaturally 
acrid, it will not only be poured out in a greater 

quan- 
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quantity than the pores of the outer fkin cat* 

admit to pafs, but flagnating under it, will in- 

- • < 

duce an inflammation and eruption. 

Mr. Hamilton conflders the difeafe in its 
mildeft ftate as being of a nervous or putrid 
nature; and oblerves, that the danger is increaf- 
ed, as the difeafe is complicated with other 
complaints. During the anxiety, we are di¬ 
rected to open the feveral excretories, particu¬ 
larly thofe of the fkin; but after the eruption 
appears, we are to endeavour to regulate the 
determination, and carry it on as (lowly as 
pofiible. The remedies recommended in the 
former of thefe dates are vomits, laxatives, and 
fomentations of a moderate warmth to the legs 
and thighs •, in the latter, nitre, cool acid 
drinks, ripe fruit and cool air. In cafes of 
great debility, or when putrid fymptoms come 
on, the Peruvian bark, and the moderate ufe 
of wine, are deemed necefiary. 

Our author deferibes the puerperal fever as 
coming on “ generally about the fecond or 
“ third day after delivery, attended with confi*- 
“ derable debility, a forenefs of the head, 
“ chiefly confined to the forehead, and fre- 
“ quenrly with vomiting.” This definition, he 
thinks, will didinguifh it from every child-bed 
Vol. I. N° III. Y difeafe. 
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difeafe, except perhaps, the miliary fever i the 
nature of which, in doubtful cafes, will be foon 
apparent. Though the puerperal fever' com¬ 
monly occurs about the evening of the fecond 
day, it in feme inftances, we are told, cotrfes 
on fo late as the fifth or fixth day. Its duration 
is various j but the eleventh day is the moll 
frequently critical. Mr. Hamilton obferves, 

that the immediate caufe of this fever is ftiil 
involved in much obfcurity j it frequently oc¬ 
curs after the moft eafy and natural delivery, 
and where no particular caufe can be affigned. 
The moft common occafional caules lie thinks 
are, probably, improper management during 
pregnancy,. in time of labour, and after deli¬ 
very. He obferves, that it is remarkably in^ 
feclious, and its event in general fo fatal, that 
like the plague, few efcape of thofe affedbed. 
In 1774 it appeared in the lying-in ward of 
the Edinburgh Infirmary, and its event in moft 
cafes was fatal. But it has never occurred there 
fince, and is very little known in private prac¬ 
tice. The author adds, that if any means can 
prevent it, they will chiefly confift in a. ftrid 
obfervance of cooling regimen, free air, and 
cleanlinefe j and when the difeafe fl*ew$ its pre- 
. fence* 
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fence, we mud proceed in the treatment on the 
general principles of putrid fevers. 

The author next proceeds to treat of the 
management of children. He obferves, that it 
would be fuperfiuous, perhaps, to attempt to 
(hew, that the mortality of infants, which afto- 
niihes and diftrefles every humane and intelli¬ 
gent inquirer, has in a great degree arifen from 
miftaken views. He points out the neceflary 
attention to cleanlinefs, clothing, the evacuation 
of the meconium, nutrition, air, exercife, &c. 
He remarks, that children (hould be wafhed 
every day till they are feveral years old, and 
that after the firft week they fhould be plunged 
every morning into cold warer. Their clothing 
(hould be light and fimple i rape fhould be 
ufed inltead of pins, and every neceffary pie- 
caution taken to prevenr wet and dampnefs. 
Speaking of nurfing, the author obferves, that 
children ought either to be weaned before the 
period of teething commences, or not till the 
danger from teething is over. He thinks it 
beft to deprive the child of the bread: by de¬ 
grees. He confiders the regimen of nurfrs of 
great confequence, though little attended to. 
TDnfe great motive that induces poor women to 
fubmit to the drudgery of becoming nurfes for 
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Others* is with a view of living better ; but our 
author very properly obferves, that women fud- 
denly tranfported from mifery and wretchednefs 
to high life, that is, from poverty and activity 
to luxurious living and indolence, are very im¬ 
proper for the office of nurfmg. It ought, 
therefore, to be a rule, to confine them as near 
as poflible to their ufual diet and manner of 
life, or to introduce a change very gradually. 

Mr. Hamilton obferves, that it is unufual for 
a woman to menftruate while giving fuck, but 
it fometimes happens ; and in fych cafes, the 
child fuffers a (light indilpofition for a day or 
two before the menftrual flux of the nurfe ap 
pears *, but afterwards, no inconvenience feems 
to follow. 

He divides the diforders incident to new-bo^n 
children into, i. Original malconformations, or 
accidental injuries from birth j and, 2. Aftual 
• difeafes. Amongft other accidents of the firft 
of thefe claffes, he fpeaks of the inverfion of 
the tongue with which children are fometimes 
born, or which may happen from fu&ion; in 
fuch cafes convulfions immediately enfue, and 
foon after fuffocation. The difeaie is difcovered 
by putting a finger into the child’s mouth j and 

^he 



[ 173 ] 

the fatal event can only be prevented’ by tickling 
the throat to provoke vomiting.* 

In treating of the aftual difeafes, the author 
obferves, that we judge of childrens complaints 
from the fymptoms of quick or opprefied 
breathing, from the violence and duration of 
the fits of crying, from the appearance of the 
eyes and countenance, much more than from 
the frequency of the pulfe. Cholic fhews itfelf 
by the fuddennefs of its attack, by the ftate of 
the belly, frequently by exciting vomiting, and 
by the well-known fymptoms in children of 
pulling up the feet and legs towards the belly. 

Mr. Hamilton fpeaks of the red gum , which 
is diftinguifhed from the mealies by the abfence 
of meafly fymptoms and time of attack, and 
which eafily gives way to a cooling regimen *, 
of the yellow gum , which depends on the in- 
creafed fecretion of bile from the change in the 
circulation through the liver, and requires a 
iimilar treatment as in adults j of the tbrujh , or 
fprue , as it is vulgarly called in Scotland, a dif- 
eafe, the nature of which is little underftood, 
and which is often injudicioufly treated. We 
are cautioned againft the ufe of lotions in the 
• early ftage of it. Treating of dentition , he ob¬ 
serves, that in general weakly children cut their 
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teeth later than thole who are ftronger and more 
thriving. He recommends the providing the 
/child with fomething which can be fafely applied 
,hjs mouth to prefs his gums againft, as often 
as he is urged to it, as by that means uneafy 
itching will be gratified, and a gentle Havering, 
,which is always falutary, will be promoted. 
.For this purpofe he prefers a bit of liquoriqe 
root, frequently renewed (as it becomes dry 
and hard) to coral or other hard fubftances, 
which not only endanger bruifing the inflamed 
gum, but, the thrufting out of thofe teeth that 
are already formed. , 

. , The work clofes with fome remarks on the 
qualifications of a good midwife, and with a 
number of ufeful formula for women and chil-» 
dren, and directions for preparing a variety of 
drinks and food. 


II. Traite des fferfs el de leurs Maladies . Par 
M. TiiTot, M. D. &cc. (Continued from 
page 108.) 
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O U R author confiders the catamenia as 
having confiderable influence on the 
nerves. The ill effects that fometimes take 
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place about the tirtie of their ceflation, he at¬ 
tributes to negligence or mifmanagement rather 
than to natural caufes. He quotes alrrioft 
the whole of what the late Dr. Fothergili has 
faid on this fubjeft in the Med. Obf. & Inq. 
M. Tififot remarks, that women who had' been 
hyfterical till that period were then no longer 
Irritable; he has fcen others able to lay afide 
fpeftacles, which before they had been obliged 
to ufe for ten years; and in one patient who 
had long been fubjeft to a fpafmodic affe&ion 
of the cefophagus, the complaint difappeared 
after the ceflation of the menfes. He fpeaks 
of eryfipelas of the face as the moft frequent 
complaint at this period. 

Hippocrates long ago obferved, that fpafm 
may be occafioned by repletion or evacuation. 
Our author, therefore, confiders the effe&s of 
plethora and haemorrhage as liable to produce 
nervous affc&ions. The latter feems to be the 
moft frequent fource of thefe complaints, by 
producing atony, and of courfc morbid irrita¬ 
bility. He has feen a young woman, on the 
fuppreflion of a nafal haemorrhage, to which 
(he frequently had been fubjett, affe&ed with 
ftrong convulfions, that gave way to repeated 
veneefaftions. He obferves, that epilepfy often 
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ariles from plethora* and quotes a cafe from 
Boerhaave of a man who by drinking Bur¬ 
gundy wine to excefs, was feized with a ge¬ 
neral fpafm of his whole body, but who reco¬ 
vered after lofing two pounds of blood. 

M. Tifiot next treats of the effe&s of preg¬ 
nancy, parturition, fuckling, and fluor albus on 
the nervous fyftem ; and prel'ents us with a 
variety of inftances in which each of thefc 
caufes have proved the fource of nervous 
complaints. 

He next confiders pain as a ftimulus, and 
of courfe as a caufe of nervous affe&ion. He 
diftinguilhes ftimuli into, i. Acrid humours, 
and, 2. Mechanical ftimuli. Under the firft 
head he quotes inftances of nervous difeafes 
brought on or relieved by the repulfion or re¬ 
turn of cutaneous eruptions or gout j and 
fpeaks of the convulfions that have followed 
an abforption of cancerous virps, and even of 
ftagnant milk. He likewife notices the effects 
of acid in the prirme vise. Under the head 
of mechanical ftimuli, he enumerates worms, 
flatus, biliary concretions, calculus, dentition, 
and bony excrefcences, or tumours irritating 
the brain or nerves. 
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Speaking of the morbid fenfibility of certain 
parts, he makes mention of two ladies who 
cannot take the mildeft purge without being 
troubled with head-ach ; and of another who 
vomits up every thing but chefnuts. He 
knows an ecclefiaftic, who having at the age 
of 23 had a violenc cholic after eating cucum¬ 
bers, has from that' time, now 18 years fince, 
felt a painful fenfation, and occafionally fpafms, 
in the part where the cholic was feated. 

M. Tifiot obferves, that next to the paffions 
of the mind, violent remedies are the moft 
liable to produce nervous affe&ion j that for 
inltance, a purgative or an emetic given in too 
ftrong a dole are true poifons, and prove hurtful 
by their ftimulus. 

In the ninth chapter the author treats of the 
moral caufes of nervous diforders, fuch as the 
effe&s of intenfe application of the mind, of 
the imagination and paffions j after which he 
deferibes the fympathies, beginning with thofe 
of the brain and the other parts of the head, 
and proceeding to thofe of the different parts 
of the body. In fpeaking of the ears, he 
takes notice of their confent with the lungs. 
Etmuller had formerly remarked, that by 
touching the meatus auditorius with a probe, 
Voi.. I. N° III. Z we 
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we might excite a dry coygh \ and our author 
had occafion to experience the truth of this ob- 
fervation in a deaf patient at Laufanne. In the 
j Epkem. Curios, natur. we read of a woman 
troubled with an obftinate cough, which could 
not be cured till the acrimony of the ear-wax 
that occafionrd it was corrected. Pechlin 

faw an officer who vomited whenever this 

meatus was irritated j and'there are not want¬ 
ing inftances of perfons in whom mufic excites 
vomiting, or who feel an inclination to make 
water whenever they hear particular founds. 

In order to elucidate the fubjedt of nervous 
fympathy, M. Tiffot has added a table of the 
principal anaftomoles of the nerves. 

In the eleventh chapter the author treats of 
metaftafes, codtion, and crifis in nervous dis¬ 
orders. The firft of thefe, he obferves, were 
well known to the ancients. Hippocrates has 
remarked, that blindnefs, pain of the hips or 
tefticles, and fwelling of the breafts, cure epi- 
lepfy and that a dry cough is removed by 
a palfy of the right hand and the left leg. 
Hoffman faw a tertian terminate in hyfteria, 
and a quotidian leave behind it periodical 
fpafms of the larynx and pharynx. Torti, 
himfelf had a periodical deafnefs after 'a fever 

of 
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bf the fame kind. Several ocher inftances are 
added in this way. 

In the following chapter, M. Tifiot defcribes 
the pathognomonic fymptams of nervous dif- 
orders, and likewife the prognoftjc, and method 
of treatment. Under this -laft bead he inquires 
into the merits of the general remedies irfually 
employed, as bleedihg, evacuations, tonics, 
preparations of irofi, volatile, and other ftimu- 
lating fubftances, fedatives, acids, gums* flores 
arnicae, flores cardamine, zinc, milk, whey, 
baths* warm mineral baths, loadftone, electri¬ 
city, and mercurial frictions. He obferves, 
that Manget fpeaks of an hyfterical woman 
Who was blooded one hundred and feventy- 
fix times in lefs than two years, and who 
loft feven ounces each time i and that M. 
Pomme faw a patient who had been blooded 
three hundred times. In both thefe cafes the 
evacuation had been productive of irreparable 
mifehief. 

The author remarks, that purgatives and 
emetics will be of ule only in the fmallef 
number of cafes, when the irritation is kept 
up by the contents of the primse vise, and 
that the mod fuitable purgatives will be fuch 
its are the leaft irritating. Caftor oil, we are 
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told, will often fucceed, when every other ir¬ 
ritates. With regard to tonics, he obfcrves, 
that in general their effe&s are foon difplayed. 
If they do not relieve the patient in a few 
days, we may conclude that it is necefiary to 
vary the treatment. He cautions us againft 
the ufe of fteel when there is a (low fever, 
confiderable fulnefs in the vefiels, or a redun¬ 
dancy of bile in the primse vise. Under the 
head of volatile and ftimulating remedies, he 
fpeaks of veficatories, but feems to have over¬ 
looked their antifpafmodic powers, confining 
himfelf wholly to their ftimulus. He has often 
experienced the good effects of opium in violent 
fpafmodic affe&ion, when there was no inflam¬ 
matory diathefis, or difpofition to plethora. 
Acids he has found ufeful, iff. In the flow 
fever that produces all the fymptoms of nervous 
fevers, and that often yields to no other re¬ 
medy j 2dly. In removing the irritability brought 
on by coffee, or by animal and aromatic food; 
3dly. When nervous diforders depend on irri¬ 
tation from bile ; 4thly. Whenever there is 
third and a quick pulfe. He generally confines 
himfelf to the acid of vitriol, and to that of 
oranges and lemons. 
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The gums he confiders as poflefling tohic, 
ftimulating,' and fedative properties, but fup- 
pofes them to a< 5 b chiefly by the two firft. The 
moll efficacious, we are told, is afiafeetida, for 
the ufe of which we are probably indebted to 
the Arabians. When the ftomach is too fenfi- 
ble, the gums prove too irritating. 

M. TiflTot has employed the flowers of arnica 
only three times in palfy. He thinks it a dan¬ 
gerous remedy, where there is extreme irrita¬ 
bility.' The flos cardamine he has never tried, 
any more than the flowers of zinc; fo that he 
contents himfelf with repeating what has been 
faid of thefe remedies by Sir George Baker and 
Gaubius. . > 

Our author examines the properties of dif¬ 
ferent milks, and in general gives the preference 
to afies milk. He obferves, that when a milk 
diet is indicated, no preparation is required! 
He confiders whey as the mildeft of diluents; 
When there is extreme fenflbility in the nerves 
of the primse vise, we are advifed to employ 
afies milk but when the irritation depends on 
bile, and the patient complains of heat, thirft, 
haufea, and high-coloured urine, the preference 
is then to be given to whey. > 

M, Tifiot 

^ « 




t *8* 3 

M. Tiflot confiders baths, and efpdciailjf 
■Warm baths, as the principal means of curt 
in cafes of morbid irritability. This remedy 
has become much more general fince Hoffman’s 
time, but no phyfician has extended its ufe fo 
far as M. Pomme, who fometimes continues 

\ 

his patient in the warm bath four-and-twenty 
hours. Our author remarks, that the nervous 
cafes in which very hot baths are indicated are 
extremely rare. 

He treats of the effc&s of cold mineral 
fprings, and gives the preference to the Geron- 
ftere water, as containing a volatile principle 
combined with iron, which renders it more 
efficacious than any other of the fprings at Spa; 
He has ibmetimes found the Seltzer water too 
ftimulating* 

With regard to the efficacy of the loadftone* 
M. Tiflbt has himfelf had no opportunity of 
trying its effects; and on the fubjeft of electri¬ 
city, he contents himfelf with quoting what he 
had already faid on this matter in his letter td 
Haller, adding a few new fads by way of 
bote. 

He next confiders the efiefts of tnufic; and 
obferves, that if any one wonders that mufie 
was preferibed to Ulyfies to cure him of the 
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bite of a ferpent; it is becaufe he is ignorant 
that nothing retards the healing of wounds 1 q 
much as melancholy. Our author fpeaks of 3 
woman advanced in years, one of his patients, 
who had an ulcer on the hip, which during 
two years refitted every remedy j fhe had been 
uneafy about her fon who was abfent j at the 
end of that time the young man returned, and 
Ihe foon got well, M. Tilfot remarks, that 
mufic, though it may not deftroy the caufe of 
pain, removes the fenfation of it, and thus ob¬ 
viates the irritation it occafions, and of courfe 
contributes to the cure. He thinks, that by 
palliating pain, and promoting perfpiration, it 
may have a good effedt in fciatica and gout, 
Duke Albert of Bavaria is faid to have miti¬ 
gated the gout by means of foft mufic j and 
Gefner fpeaks of an Italian, who after labouring 
ynder fciatica for a year, being animated by 
mufic to dance, danced every day for a week, 
and then found himfelf cured. In this lafl 
cafe, exercife feems to have had the greateft 
Ihare in the cure; but M. Tiffot, aware of this 
objection, very properly remarks, that no map 
afflidted with fciatica would think of dancing, 
were he not exhilarated by mufic. Marlhal 
§axe remarked, that his troops were always the 

leaft 
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Ieaft fatigued when they marched to beat of 
drum. When Achilles was furious, Chiron ap¬ 
pealed him by means of his guitar; and Clinias 
made ufe of the fame kind of inftrument to 
calm himfelf when he was irritated. Sir Thomas 
More had recourfe to mufic to foften his wife’s 
temper. But the molt circumftantial and au¬ 
thentic inftance, and one almoft as ancient as 
the fiege of Troy, adds our author, of a ner¬ 
vous diforder cured by mufic, is that of Saul 
cured by David’s harp. Afclepiades confidered 
this fine art as an efiential remedy in phrenzy, 
and all diforders of the mind; and Aretseus has 
recommended it againft a kind of religious me¬ 
lancholy. Ancient hiftory furnifhes us with 
another proof of the power of mufic in the 
cafe of Alexander, whom Timotheus could i 
animate or calm at plealure. Many other 
inftances are given by our author in this 
way •, after which he points out the excellent 
effects of friction with a flannel or fiefh-brulh, 
and then fpeaks of the means to be employed 
in metaftafes, obferving, that when they leem 
to relieve the patient, we ought to be careful 
uot to counteract nature. He next fpeaks of 
the means of preventing nervous diforders, and 

. . obferyes. 
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cibferVes, that this will be bell done by avoiding 
their caules. 

r 

In the laft volume, the author treats of epilep- 
ly. In this, as in the other parts of the work, we 
meet with a judicious compilation of every thing 
that has been written on the fubjeft, but as this 
account of the epilepfy was publilhed feparately 
fo long ago as the year 1770, we prefume that 
our readers are already well acquainted with it; 
we lhall therefore pafs it over, efpecially as it 
affords no new light on the nature or treatment 
of the difeafc in queftion. 

trr rB wJ. .u-T 

III. ’Travels through different Provinces of the 
Ruffian Empire , by P. S. Pallas, M. D. &c. 
(Continued from page 32.) Vol II. 744 pages, 

1 

with 35 copper-plates. Vol. III. 102 pages, 
with 53 copper-plates. 

j N the lecond and third volumes, Dr. Pallas 
gives an account of his travels through differ¬ 
ent parts of Siberia. In the open fields in Ifetky 
he found Valeriana phu growing in great plenty; 
fchis plant is much ufed by the common people as 
a remedy for epilepfy and convulfions in children. 
* Vol. I. N° III. A a They 
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They likewife employ a fungus that grows on 
the larch tree, as a cure for agues and fluor 
albus. 

TheBarfchkirs employ the bulbous root of the 
lilium mart agon , either raw or dried, as an article 
of food in winter. 

On the road to Tfcherno-Iftotfchinflcoi, our au¬ 
thor obferved that the horles devoured the vera- 
trum album with great eagernefs. The plant was 
not in flower j the only effeft it produced was a 
flight purging ; this feemed the more remarkable, 
as it is generally fuppofed to prove poifonous to 
animals. 

In the northern parts of Siberia, the Daphne 
mezerreum is employed as a puke for children in 
cafes of cough •, the inhabitants rub the leaves of 
the plant on their cheeks in their bathing rooms 
in order to excite a flight degree of rednefs 
in the Ikin; the berries are powdered and 
taken as a purge •, thirty berries are a common 
dofe for an adult. The root, which is the moft 
acrid part of the plant, is made ufe of in the 
tooth-ach. 

«. . . •< - . 

Dr. Pallas fpeaks of an epidemic that fome- 
times prevails among horfes in the province of 
Ifetky; he aferibes it to the furia infernalis y a fmall 
infcd that penetrates the (kin. The inhabitants 

of 
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of that province are likewife fubjeft to a fimilar 
difeafe'j it begins with a fenfation of itching, which 
is fucceeded by a fmall hard tumour, not unlike 
that produced by the bite of a gnat j this tumour 
foon grows harder and larger, and the part be¬ 
coming infenfible, there appears a red or bluifh 

r , * 

fpot, which in a (hort time becomes gangrenous. 
On the river Irtifh, the remedies employed for 
the cure o^his Angular diftemper are a lixivium 
of the afhes of wormwood, or a decoftion of 
tobacco, combined with fal ammoniacum or 
alum. 

Our author defcribes a new fpecies of Ihrub, 
the pterococcus apbyllus , the frefh root of which, 
cut tranfverfely, yields a great quantity of a clear 
gum refembling gum tragacanth. 

Speaking of the rbaponticum> Dr. Pallas in¬ 
forms us that the bed fort comes from Udinflc, 
where it is procured from the rheum undulatum , 
and from another fpecies lomewhat different 
from the latter, though nearly related to it. 

The Mongal Tartars, we are told, ufe the dried 
leaves of th cjaxifraga crajifolia as a fubditute for 
tea. The infufion has a colour and tafte not un¬ 
like the word kind of bohea tea. The frefh 
leaves are too bitter and ftyptic for this pur- 
pofc. 


Aa 2, 


Between 



- Between Tomfk and Krafnojarfk, near th<2 
liver Ki, and likewife on the river Jenifey, our 
author met with the frnalleft quadruped hithertq 
known. It is a fpeejes of forex , but not that de¬ 
scribed by Laxmann under the name of forex mi- 
nutus j jt weighs only about half a drachm, and 
is of a fomewhat browner cojour than the com¬ 
mon forex. 

As an inflance of the great cold that prevails 
in Siberia during the winter months, we are told 
that at Krafnojarfk, where our author wintered 
in 1771, the mercury in Fahrenheit’s thermo¬ 
meter w^s for fbmp tfme ftationary at 4.3 degrees 
below o. 

1 

Thefe two volumes being chiefly employed oq 
natural hiftory, it would be foreign to the plan of 
our woj;k to give a minute account of their con¬ 
tents, we fhall therefore only add, that the reader 
will find jn them deferiptions of a great variety 
qf new anynals, birds, and plants, 3II which are 
illuftrated by luitable engravings. 

’ In the feconcj volume Dr. Pallas has inferred 
the obfervations made by Mr. Sokolof, an inge¬ 
nious young naturalilt, who accompanied him in 
his travels, and who vifited feveral places with¬ 
out our author. Mr. Sokolof’s papers, befides 
other interefting matter, contain an account of 
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the Cafpian fiftiery, and a defeription of the fall 
lakes at Gurjef, and of thofe of the province of 
Ifetky. 


JV. Difpenfatorium Pharmaceuticum Brunfvtcenfe, 
jujjii principis in normam pr*fcriptuin atque or- 
dinatum. Brunfvici 1777, 410.378 pages. 

*Tp H E chief merits of the work before us 
feem to be its containing an account of 
many new compofitions, and its being written 
with great accuracy. 

We learn from the preface that the authors 
have omitted feveral compofitions becaufe they 
are now out of fafhion ; this is certainly a very 
inefficient reafon, it being well-known that no¬ 
thing is more variable than the fafhion and modes 
of medical practice. They have retained others, 
the efficacy of which is doubtful, or at lead not 
generally acknowledged, fuch for indance are 
thofe introduced of late years by Baron Storck. 

In this compilation the authors have made ufe 
of other difpenfatories, particularly thofe of 
.Wurtemberg, Augfburg, Paris, &c. but there are 
fome of greater merit than thefe, as the Pharma¬ 
copoeia 




{ *9» ] 

copceia Suecica, for inftance, of which no notice 
fccins to have been taken. 

The work confifts of two parts; the firfl is em¬ 
ployed on the materia pharmaceutical and ex¬ 
tends through 168 pages; thefecond, containing 
the compound medicines, occupies the remainder 
of the volume. The former of thefe is compiled 
with great induftry. To the officinal name of 
each article, the authors have every where added 
not only the fyftematic name employed by Lin¬ 
naeus, but likewife the German and French 
names, and the fynonyma of different authors. 
They are likewife careful to point out the com- 
pofitions of which each Ample is an ingredient. 

On looking over the catalogue of fimples, we 
pre pleafed at meeting with the quaffia, columbo, 
and Lopez root; but on the other hand we ob¬ 
serve a variety of others, fuch as the lithofper- 
jnum, monarda, colubrino, digitalis, &c, which 
we think had better have been omitted. 

Under the head helleborus rtiger we find a very 
curious and interefling remark, that ferves to 
point out the difference of this fpecies from the 
Adorns vernal:s of Linnaeus, or Hellebore of Hip¬ 
pocrates, which it feems is frequently fubftituted 
in its Head. The chara&ers of both plants are 
piven as follows: « Radix vert Efellebori n'tgri 

capite 
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*• capite nigro, ftriato, avellanse nucis magnitu- 
K dine, plurimifque quodamodo bevibus nigrif-. 
“ que fibris conftat* levis ac rarioris texturae, 
odoris fort is, faporifque amaricantis, ruufeofi. 
Hellebori vero fic didi Hippocatrh {Adonis Ver* 
“ nalis Linn.) radix , quae Hellebore nigro vero 
“ frequenter fubftituitur, habet caput exiguum* 
“ fibrafque crafliores et copiofiores, coloris exte* 
r|us minus atri, et interius minus albi; fed po- 
tius grifei,autex albo flavefeentis *, fubftamias 
“ vero longe tenacioris.” This diftindion may 
ferve to teaqh us how careful phyficians ought 
to be in making experiments with plants recom¬ 
mended by others, and how neceflary it is-that 
every one who recommends a new plant to the trial 
of praditioners, fhould deferibe it with, accuracy. 
The authors recommend the root of the atropa 
mandragora Linn, as an excellent remedy fof 
indurated glands, when ufed in the form of a 
poultice. 

The fecond part of the work contains an im- 
menfe number of good and bad formulae, col- 
leded for the moft part from different difpen- 
fatories. Among the good ones we may diflirr- 
guifh the aqua Jiettinenfis ad ufus ext ernes ; the 
balfamum fchauerianum* kept formerly as a iecret, 
but now purchafed of the proprietor and pub- 

iifhed 
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liibed *, decorum aperitns. , prepared from eqtlai 
parts of rhubarb and madder root *, elixir vitrioll 
Halleri j decoftum ad fungos articuhrum Heijleri f 
decoftum Jlrobulorum pint Hirfcbeli ; infufum cor -' 
ticis Peruviani frigidum. 

Among the extracts we find thofe of 
byofcyamus , aconitum , belladona, and twx jug* 
immature , prepared fimply from their ex- 
prefied and infpiflated juices. Thofe of arnica j 
quajfia , valeriana, &c. are directed to be made by 
boiling the plants in water. 

In their diredtions for preparing the liquor 
•bini probatorius, the authors very properly ob- 
ferve, that it lofes its properties when kept too 
long, and they caution the operator not to pre¬ 
pare it in a clofe room, on account of the fuffo- 
catiqg fmell that attends the procefs. 

Under the title of pilules purificantes, we meet 
with the following formula: 5? pulv. alterant! 
Edinburg, extr. fumariae a.a 5 ji. extr; centaur, 
min. g. guaiac. refin. guaiac. terebinth, codt. a a 
3 ij- M. The authors give a full and exadt de¬ 
scription of an excellent foap for internal ufe, 
which we could wifli to fee introduced into the 
Ihops, inftead of that commonly employed. 


The 



t m ] 

, The following is their formula for preparing 
Eau de luce , to which they give the name of fpi - 
ritus falls ammoniaci fuccinnatus. “ Salis 
“ tartari 3“]. oh fuccini veri 3ifs. terantur in 
•* mortar, vitreo, guttatim fuccdfive inftillando 
“ {piritus vini redificati uncias quatuor, infundan- 
M tur in lagenam vitream, leviter obturatam. Di- 
“ gerantur per quadrantem horse, fuper cineribus 
“ calidis. poftea liquor fupernatans provide de- 
“ cantetur et fervetur. Jfc. Spiritus falis ammo- 
“ niaci cum cake viva parati § ift; inftillentuc 
“ liquoris antea parati guttse lexagint. M.” 

The fyrupus balfamicus , prepared according to 
Hoffmarm’s prefcription, from julep of rofes, and 
the efience of balfam of Peru, we cannot but 
approve, on account of its fimplicity. After this 
follow a variety of fyrups, tinftures, and oint¬ 
ments : we lhall here tranfcribe one of the lat¬ 
ter, the unguentum ad cancrum exulceratum Nor - 
fordii , becaufe in a difeafe, fo dreadful as the 
cancer is, and for which we know of no remedy, 
every thing feems to merit a trial; “ Sued fe- 
“ minis ricini, recens exprefii, libram unam *, ex- 
“ ponatur in phiala plumbea radiis folaribus 
“ tamdiu, donee olei confiftenriam acquirat. 
“ Tunc immifeeantur, fucci hujus inipilfati, 

unciae uni plumbi ufti, mercurii albi cum 
Vol. I. N°III. Bb “ aqua 
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« aqua calcis vivx praecipitati, a a fcrupulnm 
f* unum. M.” 

Towards the end of the volume we find a 
ufeful catalogue of officinals, with the fyfte- 
matic, German, and French names of each; 
and the work clofes with a table of the prices at 
which the Brunfwick apothecaries are obliged to 
vend their medicines. 

Upon the whole, this publication may be 
faid to contain many interefting articles, and 
may prove very ufeful to any future compilers 
of a fimilar work. 


SECTION II. 

Essays anp Observations, 

I. An Account of a White Swelling fuccefsfuUy 
treated. By F. Swediar, M. D. Pby/ician in 
London. Communicated by Maxwell Garth- 
Ihore, M. D. F. R. S. Read March 19, 
I7$r f > 

T HE patient whofe cafe I am going to 
relate was in perfeft health, when in 
the month of November 177^, he was attacked 

in 
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in the night with a flight (hivering, and the 
next morning found his knee fomewhat fwelled, 
but fo (lightly, that it did not prevent his 
going out. At his return home he fat half an 
hour in his parlour, and then attempted to go 
up (lairs, but found himfelf unable to walk 
on account of the fwelling of his knee, which 
was now greatly increafed, with an acute pain 
he felt whenever he attempted to move the 
joint. He then went to bed ; but the pain, 
indead of diminiihing, increafed, and continued 
all night fo as to prevent his deeping, obliging 
him to vary the pofition of the affe&ed limb 
every four or five minutes. During all this 
time, however, he had not the lead degree 
of fever. 

The day following, by the advice of his 
phyficians, leeches, fomentations of white poppy 
heads, and faccharum faturni were applied to 
the knee, but without procuring the lead re¬ 
lief. Ele&ricity, and a variety of other re¬ 
medies that are ufually preferibed in cafes of 
this fort, were fuccefiively had recourfe to for 
fifteen days *, but during the whole of that 
fpace the pains continued with extreme violence, 
the patient was unable to move from his bed to 
the fire-fide without the aflidance of two per- 

Bb 2 Tons, 
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ions, and the tumour, inftead of leflening, in- 
creafed, and afforded evident marks of AuCtua- 
• tion within the capfular ligament. The real 
feat of the difeafe was at firft exaCUy at the 
inferior part of the os femoris where the patella 
begins j and as the patient had experienced 
(hiverings at times for two or three days, it was 
^uppofed to be a real fuppuration, and poultices 
of bread and milk were applied in order to pro¬ 
mote it. The firft day they were ufed the.pains 
were a little diminifhed ; but this relief was of 
ihort duration, for they returned again the day 
following with the fame violence as before. 

The fluctuation within the joint being now 
evidently to be diftinguilhed by the feel, it was 
agreed to open the tumour. The opinions of 
the medical gentlemen afiembled on this oc- 
cafion were different j fome were for, others 
againft the operation. While we were confut¬ 
ing on this matter, I ventured to propole a 
remedy which I remembered to have feen tried 
five or fix years before in a fwelling of the 
knee, attended with a fluctuation as in the pre¬ 
sent cafe, but without any pain, except when 
the joint was moved. The firft knowledge I 
'had of this remedy, was from a friend who 
fpoke of it as being very common among the 

peafant 
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peafents in Hungary. Thefe people being fre¬ 
quently obliged to pafs the night in the deferts 
and in the open air, are often trbiibled with 
this kind of tumour of the knee, with a fimilar 
fluctuation within the capfula exaCtly like a 
dropfy, which they foon cure by means of the 
remedy in queftion. 

In the cafe 1 alluded to, and which occurred 
at Vienna, the patient had been vifited by fe- 
veral of the mod eminent phyficians and fur- 
geons of that city; but the complaint every 
day -grew worfe, fo that at length the exceflive 
pains the patient experienced whenever he at¬ 
tempted to walk, confined him to his room. 
•In this date the Hungarian remedy was re¬ 
commended. I was allured that in four days it 
ufually cured. It was accordingly had recourfe 
to, and with fo much fuccefs, that at the end of 
four days the patient was fufficiently recovered 
to be able to walk out, and in eight days the, 
cure was complete. 

• It was this fame remedy I propofed to try in 
the prefent Cafe, though the difeafe feemed dif¬ 
ferent in its nature, fymptoms, and progrefs. 
-The other practitioners prefent readily confented 
-to make the experiment, and in four days after 
the application of it, without any other external 

. 

or 
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or internal remedy, the patient experienced i 
confiderable degree of relief; he began to deep 
in the night, and was eafier in the day-time. 
At the end of five days the flu&uation entirely 
* difappeared; but there (till remained an enlarge¬ 
ment of the inner condyle of the thigh bone, 
and the leg was much diminilhed in fize both 
above and below the tumour. The patient, 
likewife, now began to be troubled with violent 
pains in the region of the kidnies and back; 
but by perfevering in the ufe of the remedy, 
and by a liberal ufe of honey internally, he was 
in five weeks well enough recovered to be able 
to walk out, though lame. By the daily ufe of 
the flefli-bruffi, however, the tumour of the 
condyle gradually difappeared, the pains of the 
loins went perfectly off, and he has fince en¬ 
joyed the mod: perfect health. 

It feems right to obferve, that the colour of 
the Ikin was never changed, either in this cafe 
or in the one 1 faw at Vienna. 

The prefeription which proved fo efficacious 
in thefe two inftances is as follows : 

Jfc. G. Ammoniac, fij. 

Aceti fcillitic. q. f. ut fiat terendo linimefl- 
tum, quod parti affedte bis de die bene infrice- 
tur, fuperponendo emplaftr. feq. calefa&um. 

G. Am- 
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G. Ammoniac. 5 j* 

Acet. fcill. q. f. ut fiat emplaftrum quo para 
affedla tegatur. 

Before the ointment is rubbed in, juniper 
berries (hould be thrown upon burning char¬ 
coal or a hot iron, and the vapour arifing there¬ 
from well rubbed into the knee with a piece of 
flannel; after which the ointment may be ufed 
In the manner above diredted. 

N° 3 2, Newman Street , Oxford Street. 


II. Some Obfervations on the Gout , from an un- 
publijhed Paper* on that Subjeff, by a cele¬ 
brated phyfician lately deceafed. 

T HE author -fets out with obferving, that 
in the regular gout, the (harper the pain 
is, the (horter will be the fit. He condemns 
{he ufe of wine and the high living that are fo 
generally adopted with a view to afiift nature 
in throwing off the gouty matter. He has 

fometimes 

* This paper, for the heads of which we are indebted 
to a very refpeftable correfpondent, ieems the more in- 
tereiting as it was written only a Ihort time before t^e 
author’s death, and of courfe may be confidercd as one of 
the lateft, if not the Iaft production of his pen on a me¬ 
dical fubjeCl, 
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fometimes feen a dofe of the tin&ura thebaica 
of ufe; but when frequently repeated it checked 
the progrefs of the fit, the crifis was of courfe 
lefs perfefl, and its bad effects on the coniti- 
tution foon became evident. 

He likewifc thinks the wrapping up the 
gouty limb in too much flannel hurtful; they 
who do fo being conflantly obferved to re¬ 
cover the tone of it flowly. He obferves, that 
a tree admifiion of cold air would probably be 
equally improper. He has found a moderate 
warmth to be the beft, fuch as keeps up a 
proper degree of aflion in the part without 
.beifig too ftimulating. 

Rye meal applied in the way of poultice to 
the gouty limb, was a favourite application 
with the late Dr. Gowin Knight; but the 
author has feen it pernicious even in Dr, 
Knight’s own cafe. He inftances the cafe of a 
gentleman, one of his patients, who by flouring 
his flocking, repelled the gout from his foot, 
and threw it into his knee. A fimilar applica¬ 
tion had the effett of driving it back again into 
his foot. 

He has feen compreffion on the foot fix a 
wandering gout. In his own cafe, upon feeling 
irregular gouty pains, he ordered a pair of 

Ihoes 
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fhoes that were too tight for him to be aired, 
and having put them on, in lefs th,an half an 
hour he felt the gout in his foot. 

He obferves, that fudden repulfions of the 
gout, by external applications, produce various 
difeafes. He once had occafion to fee a ge¬ 
nuine phthifis pulmonalis in a man of forty 
years of age, which evidently arofe from this 
caufe. • . 

Speaking of Le Fevre’s medicine for the 
gout, our author obferves, that Le Fevre 
was fo extremely cautious in the exhibition of 
his fpecific, that he placed it upon the patient’s 
tongue himfelf, and took care to fee them 
fwallow it. He has made inquiry of feveral of 
Le Fevre’s patients, who all agreed that it had 
no other tafte than that of fugar. 

Upon looking into the obfervations of a 
German furgeon who pra&ifed at Aftrachan, 
and whofe work our author caufed to be 
tranflated into Englifh for his own private fa- 
tisfafrion, he found a medicine recommended • 
for the cure of the gout, the principal, and in¬ 
deed the only attive ingredient of which is 
white vitriol, given in the dofe of one grain. 
Our author, therefore, very jqftly fufpe&s, 
that Le Fevre’s medicine was nothing more 
Vol. I. N® III. C C than 
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than white vitriQl mixed with fugar, and thae 
as this might have heen eafily detetted, his 
cautious mode of proceeding may be accounted 
for from this circgniftance. 

In treating of the irregular gout, our au¬ 
thor diftmguifties the fpafm and pain that are 
frequently produced by aerial bilp, from the 
gout. In the bilious complaint, the pain 
is violent about the praecordia, and often¬ 
times attended with fpafm of the neighbouring 
parts. Oi) the other hand, in the gout, the 
pain is ufually moft. apute about the tip of the 
cartilago enfifonpis. 

Our author obferves, that keeping the body 
Open will be ufeful > but hp condemns violent 
evacuations of any kind in the gout. Blifter- 
ing near the feat of the complaint, he thinks 
may be improper, both in this and in fome 
other difeafes. Thus he remarks, for inflance, 
that when the gout affedts the head, blifters 
will do beft applied to the feet; and that iq 
delirium in fevers the fame rule will hold good, 
.becaufe blifters to the head may occafion too 
great an afflux to that part of the body. 


SECTION. 
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SECTION in. 


Medical and Philosophical News. 

T H E academy of fciences at Dijon have 
propofed the following ltlbjeft for a prize 
of three hundred livres value : “To determine 
“ with greater precifion than hath been hitherto 
done, the charaifleriftic fymptoms of intermit- 
K tent fevers, and to point out in the cleareft 
u manner the circtimftances in which febrifuge 
“ remedies may be employed with advantage, 
** and without danger to the fick.” The difler- 
tations on this fubjeft are to be written in French 
-or Latin, arid fent to M. Maret, fecretary to 
the academy at Dijon, on or before the >11 of 
April 1782, 


Hair, bones, and even complete teeth have 
fometimes been found in the female ovarium* ’ 

: I *' : 

Fatts of this kind, though perhaps of no great 
practical utility, cannot fail of proving intereft- 
ing to the anatomical reader j we (hall therefore 
here mention fome fingular appearances that lately 
*•* C c 2 prefented 
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prefen ted themfelves to a celebrated profelTor of 
anatomy in London, on difiefting a female fub- 
je«d at his lectures.—Upon opening the cavity of 
the abdomen, the intedines, bladder, and uterus 
were feen forming one difeafed flefhy-like mafs *, 
the Fallopian tubes were indurated and difeafed, 
and in a word, the whole of thefe parts were fo 
much confufed as not to be eafily didinguilhable. 
But the mod extraordinary circumdance appeared 
' on opening into the reftum; for a little above the 
/ 'fphin&er were two tumours, if we may fo call 
them, placed one immediately above the other ; 
the larged of the two was about two inches in 
length, an inch in breadth, and of proportional 
thicknefs; the other was much fmaller. Both 
were covered by the inner tunic of the intedine 
refle&ed over them, and were each of them fnf- 
pended as it were by a pedicle compofed of feve- 

* 

ral fibrillae. On cutting into their fubdance there 
were found a quantity of hair, and feveral perfeft 
teeth, incifores, bicufpides, and molares.—No¬ 
thing is known of the hidory of the fubjefl, but 
from certain appearances (he was judged to be 
about thirteen years of age, and the hymen was 
obferved to be perfect. 




In a late Journal de Medectne , M. Baillet, fur- 
geon to the Hotel Dieu at St. Vallery f ur Som¬ 
me, gives an account of an extraordinary mif- 
placement of the ftomach and organs of genera¬ 
tion in a foetus that died a few minutes after its 
birth. ' At firft view the moft fingular circutn- 
Ilances attending it feemed to be its having no 
anus, nor any appearance like the organs of ge¬ 
neration, excepting a fmall hole, large enough to 
admit a probe j every where elfe the fkin had the 
fame uniform appearance as upon the back and 
abdomen. Under the fkin where Mr. Baillet 
obferved this perforation, the fat was an inch and 
'S half in thicknefs. Our author, who had ven¬ 
tured to pronounce the child a female, was not 
a little furprized, on tracing this paffage with his 
knife, to find that it terminated in a penis, which, 
with the reft of the male organs of generation, 
were concealed under this maft of fat. 

Nothing remarkable appeared in the thorax of 
this child, but on examining the lower belly M. 
Baillet found that the cefophagus, inftead of ter¬ 
minating in the ftomach, was connected with the 
large inteftines ; after thefe followed the fmall 
inteftines, and then the ftomach, which was found 
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in the place where"-the rtdum ought W havg 
been, and adhering by the cardia to the 
coccyx. 


At a late monthly meeting of the College of 
Phyficians at Paris, M. le Clerc related a cafe of 
phthifis pulmonalis, which had come on in confe- 
quence of the fudden repullion of a cutaneous 
eruption, and advanced with fingular rapidity, fo 
that the patient was in the laft ftage of confump- 
tion, although the cough had begun only about 
a fortnight before.—rM. Bourdois de la Motte 
read the cafes of feveral unfortunate patients who 
had fallen victims to an improper ufe of Keyfer’s 
pills, and one of the phyficians to the Hotel 
Dieu took this occafion to remark, that at the 
time when thefe pills were the mod in vogue, a 
great number of confumptive patients came 
into that hofpital who owed their complaints 
to that remedy* 


M. Gerbier, a French phyfician, having in* 
Vented a remedy for cancers, it has been lately 
adminiftered tofeven patients at Paris, under the 
direction of M. Romilais, one of the phyficians 

to - 
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to the Hotel Ditu. The refqlts of thefe trials, 
were, i. That only one patient feemed to be< 
cured. 2. That two were fomewhat relieved, 
though far from being cured, 3. That a fourth 
patient who was afflicted with fcurvy, as well as 
cancer, was much worfe after taking it; his fcor- 
butic fymptoms, though very flight at firft, hav¬ 
ing made a rapid progrefs after he took the me¬ 
dicine, without the cancers being at all relieved 
by it. 4. That two other patients died, one 
foon, and the other five months after taking the 
remedy, though without its appearing that the 
medicine was in any degree the caufe of their 
death. 5. That ope of the patients feemed to 
have fallen ayiCtim to her courage, in perfever- 
ing in the ufe of a remedy, which from the firft 
produced only the moft melancholy effects. 

This medicine, we are told, proves violently 
emetic, an effect that might naturally be ex¬ 
pected from a remedy compofed chiefly of 
verdigreafe. 


M. Alphonfo le Roy, phyfician at Paris, in a 
cafe of putrid fever, after applying blifters, and 
employing antifeptics and cordials to no purpofe, 
had recourfe to phofphorus; two grains of it 
Fere diffolved in a fpoonfiii of linfeed oil, mixed 

with 
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with two ounces of water. The patient took a 
fpoonful of this mixture every hour. In the ac- 

V 

count of this cafe, publifhed in the Gazette de 
Sante\ we are told, that during eight days pre¬ 
vious to the exhibition of this remedy, the pati¬ 
ent (a young man of twenty-four) had voided 
his urine involuntarily, that his pulfe was funk, 
the pupils of his eyes dilated, and his face and 
extremities cold and infenfible. He began to 
take the phofphorus at night; the next morning 
his pulfe was ftronger, and he was in every re- 
fpedt better; the day following he voided his 
faeces and urine naturally. Six of thefe mixtures 
were given in the fpace of feven days, and the 
patient gradually recovered.—This is not the 
firft inftance of the internal ufe of phofphorus. 
Kunckel is laid to have prefcribed it in the form 
of pills, and fome German phyficians have gone 
fo far as to give twelve grains of it for a dofe. 

The life of the celebrated Linnaeus, written by 
Dr. Poulteney, F. R. S. Phyftcian at Blandford, 
is ip the prefs, and will fpeedily be pubfiflied. 


PROMOTIONS. 

Sir Richard Jebb, Bart. M. D. F. R. S. to be 
phyfician in ordinary.—Thoipas Keate, Efq* to 

he 
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be furgeon in ordinary ; and R. Halifax Efqj to 
be apothecary in ordinary to the Prince of Wales. 
—Dr. Richard Prodtor, late apothecary to the 
hofpital in North America, to be phyfician to 
the army under Sir H. Clinton.—John White- 
head, M. D. to be phyfician to the London Dif- 
penfary, in the room of John Kooftray, M. D. 
deceafed.—M. De Lafionne to be firft phyfician 
to the King of France, in the room of the late 
M. Lieutaud.—M. Tiflot, phyfician at Laufanne, 
to be profefior of phyfic at Pavia, in Aullrian 
Lombardy. The Emperor allows him to fpend 
fix months of the year in Switzerland. 

DEATHS. 

Feb. 18.—At Milton near Sittingbourn in 
Kent, Mr. Ifaac Grayling, furgeon and apo¬ 
thecary. 

28.—At Annan in the county of Dumfries 
in Scotland, Mr. John Hall, furgeon and apo¬ 
thecary. 

March 8.—At Derby, Mr. Thomas Brown, 
furgeon and apothecary. 

23. —In Lawrence Pountney-lane, London, 
Mr. Lawrence, apothecary 

24. —In Curfitor-ftreet, Chancery-lane, Mr. 
James Skene, furgeon. 
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SECTION IV. 

. i 

Monthly Catalogue. 

i. AN affectionate Tribute to the Memory 

il of the late Dr. John Fothcrgill. By 
W. Hirdy M. D. 4to. London. . 

2. A critical Enquiry into the ancient and 
modern Manner of treating the Difeafes of the 
Urethra, with an improved Method of Cure. By 
JeJfe Foot , one of the company of furgeons in 
London, and privileged practitioner from the 
college at St. Peterfburgh. The third edition, 
8 vo. London. 

3. Spccifique contre la Goutte, eprouve et 
publie, par M. Emerigon , procureur du roi, en la 
jurifdiCtion royale, et au fiege general de l’Ami- 
rante du Bourg St. Pierre, i. e. a Specific for the 
Gout, tried and made public by M. Emerigon , 
See. 8vo. Paris, 48 pages. 

This remedy, which it feems has long been 
employed by the natives of the Caribbee iflands 
in gouty complaints, is nothing more than a 
ftrong infufion of gum guaiacum in rum; the 
• dofe is a table fpoonful every morning fading. 
The author, who is not a medical man, extols 
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the eflicacy of this medicine in his own cafe. 
He defcribes the regimen and mode of life requi- 
fite for the due operation of the medicine, and 
thefe are fuch as are alone fufHcient to moderate, 
and even to prevent the moft dreadful effedls of 
the gout. His rules on this fubjedt confift in 
advifing the patient to ufe exercife, to avoid an 
indolent and luxurious manner of living, to drink 
milk two hours after the medicine, to eat fpar- 
ingly at dinner, to avoid fuppers, to drink Bur¬ 
gundy wine diluted with water, to go to bed at 
night, and rife at five in the morning; and laftly, 
to avoid cold. 


The author afierts, that before he began the 
ufe of this medicine, he was fubjedt to frequent 
acid erudtations and other fymptoms of indigef- 
tion r from all which he is now free. 

The names of feveral perfons are mentioned 
who have experienced the good effedts of this 
remedy, which is likewife fpoken of as a ufeful 
medicine in cholic, ulcers, fciatica, catarrhal and 
rheumatic complaints. 

4. Anatomicarum Annotationum Liber pri¬ 
mus. De Nervorum Gangliis & Plexubus, auc- 
tore Antonio Scarpa in Mutinenfi Archigymnafio 
Anatomes & Chirurgias Profefifore, Nofocomii 
Militaris, & Legionum fereniflimi Mutinenfium 
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This performance is not founded on fafts, but 
feems to be merely the fruit of the author’s 
imagination. 

6. Memoire fur lcs moyens a employer pour 
s’oppofer aux ravages de la Variole; par M. 
Maret, M. D. fecretaire perpetuel deTacademie 
de Dijon, i. e. A difcourfe on the means to be 
employed for preventing the ravages of the 
Small pox. By M. Maret, M. D. &c. 8vo. 
Paris, 160 pages. 

7. Experiences nouvelles fur les proprietes de 
l’alkali volatil fluor, par M. Martinet, Cure de 
Soulaines. i. e. New experiments on the proper¬ 
ties of the volatile alkali fluor. By M. Mar¬ 
tinet, Curate of Soulaines. 8vo. Paris, 1781. 

8. CaJendarium Medicum ad ufum faluber- 
rimae facultatis Medicae Parifienfis, &c. Ann. 
1781. i2mo. Sc 4to. Paris. 

9. Voyage Mineralogique fait en Hongrie et 
en Tranfylvanie, par M. de Born•, traduit de 
l’Allemand, avec quelques notes, par M. Mon- 
net, infpe&eur general des mines de France, See. 
i. e. Mineralogical travels through Hungary and 
Tranfylvania, by M. de Born , tranflated from 
the German, with notes by M. Monnet, in- 
fpt&or general of the mines in France, &c. 
12 mo. Paris, 1780. 


10. Re- 
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10. Reflexionen und Erfahrungen fur Burger, 
Geiillicke und junge, Aerzte. i. e. Reflexions 
and obfervations for citizens, clergymen, and 

yQung phyficians. . 8vo. Dufleldorp, 1780. 

' .... , 

In this periodical paper, the author, who 
feems to be a phyfleian of confiderable know¬ 
ledge and genius, delineates in the moft ftrik-. 
ing colours the different prejudices, errors, and 
abufes that prevail in Germany with regard to 
phyfic. His obfervations on thefe fubjedts are 
equally- applicable to many other countries. 
His remarks are altogether popular, without 
being diffufe, prejudiced, or theoretical, and are 
therefore very agreeable and inftrudtive to read. 

11. Ernji. Anton. Nicolai , D. A. D. &c. 
Wiffenfchaft der Krankheiten. i. e. Pathology, 
by E. A. Nicolaiy M. D. profeffor of phyfic 
in the Univerfity of Jena in Saxony. 6th and 
laft volume. 8vo. Halle, 758 pages. 

The author has comprized his fyflem of pa¬ 
thology in 6 volumes 8vo. His chief merit 
feems to be, that of being a good compiler, 
H is work contains fome few prejudices and er¬ 
roneous opinions*, but, thefe excepted, it may 
be confidered as the beft work of the kind ex¬ 
tant, though the author has not brought us a 

ftep 
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(lep farther in pathological fcience than we had 
attained twenty years ago. 

12. Abhandlungen aus der Naturgefchichte 
pradifchen Arzneykunft und Chirurgie aus den 
fchriften der Haarlemer und anderen Holland- 
ifchen Jefell Schaften. i. e. Efiays and difierta- 
tions on natural hiftory, pradice of phyfic and 
furgery, extracted from the tranfadions of the 
Harlem and other learned focieties in Holland, 
with copper-plates. 8vo. Leipfic; 

This work is intended for phyficians and fur- 
geons; all papers on mathematics, natural phi- 
lofophy, &c. being omitted, and fuch only re¬ 
tained as are interefting to the medical reader. 
The different articles are judicioufly tranflated 
and abridged. We could wifh to fee a fimilar 
publication in Englifh. 

13. Traite fur les Gonorrhees. Par M. Guerin , 
ancien chirurgien de marine, maitre en chirur¬ 
gie a Rouen, i. e. A Treatife on Gonorrhoeas, 
by M. Guerin, furgeon at Rouen, formerly a 
navy furgeon, i2mo. Paris 1780, 90 pages. 

14. Meteorographie, ou Art d’obferver d’une 
Maniere commode et utile les Phenomenes de 
rAtmofphere, &c. avec des planches en taille- 
douce. u e. Meteorography, or the Art of ob- 

ferving 
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fcrving in a convenient and ufeful Manner the 
Phenomena of the Atmofphere, &c. with two 
copper-plates. By M. Changeux. 8vo. Paris, 
1781, 42 pages. 

15. Obfervations fur ^Operation Cefarienne a 
la ligne blanche, et fur l’ufage du forceps, la tete 
arreteeau detroit fuperieur j par M.F.A. deLeurye , 
profefleur et demon ft rateur des accouchcmens 
aux ecoles royales de chirurgie a Paris, s. e. Ob¬ 
fervations on the Caefarian Operation at the Li- 
.nea Alba, and on the Ufe of the Forceps when 
the head is obftrutted at the brim of the Pelvis j 

• 1 

by M. F, A . de Leurye , profeflor of midwifery 
in the royal fchools of furgery at Paris. 8vo. 
Paris, 105 pages. 
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t. Cafes of the Angina Trdchealis , uoith the Mode 
.. of Cure , in a Letter to William Hunter* 
M. D. &c. &c. By.Richard Bayky, Surgeon. 
To which is added, a Letter from Peter Mid¬ 
dleton, M. D. to the Author . 8vo* New 
York, 1781, 23 pages* 


T HE difeafe here treated of has beeri- 
diftinguifhed by various appellations* 
By Dr. Home, it is called the croup ; 
by Dr. Cullen, cynanche trachealis by Dr. Mi- 
chaelis, angina polypofa m&mbranacea j by Dr. 
Bard, angina fujfocativa * and by Dr. Johnfton, 
angina trachealis ,• which is the name adopted 
by the author of the work before us, who in¬ 
forms us, that in New England it is vulgarly 
Vql, L N° IV* E e called 
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called the bladder in the throat , and in Jerfey 
and Penfylvania, the hives. 

Mr. Bayley confiders it as an inflammatory 
difeafe, and is of opinion that the moll def- 
perate cafes may yield to repeated bleedings 
ad deliquium from the jugulars, and the free 
ufe of tartar emetic and other evacuants, pro¬ 
vided a large blifter is applied at the fame time 
to the larynx and afpera arteria, and the mucus 
filling up the ramifications of the bronchia is 
thrown up by the action of vomiting. ' • » 

The firft cafe that came under our author’s 
inlpedtion was in 1774. The patient, a fine 
boy four years old, well made, but fubje< 5 t to 
althma, was obferved to droop feveral days 
previous to the application of his friends for 
medical afliftance, and in the night his indif- 
pofitio'n and cough affe&cd him much more 
feverely. He was bled, a large blifler was ap¬ 
plied to the throat, and calomel and antifeptics 
were adminillered internally the patient died, 
however, within thirty-fix hours from the firft 
fit of ftrangulation. Soon after a fimilar cafe 
occurred, and proved equally fatal. On dif- 
ledion, the fauces were found covered with an 
alh-coloured mucus of very little confiftence, 
which, by applying the fmalleft force, could 

eafily 
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cafily be removed: the pendulous palate was 
enlarged and livid, and the whole of the tra¬ 
chea lined with a membrane of a whitifh colour, 
and of fuch tenacity as to require a confiderable 
force to pull it afunder ; after entering the 
bronchia it changed its confidence, and became 
a glary mucus. 

Shortly after this diflcCtion, our author wa* 
called in confultation with Dr. Van Vleck, to 
vifit a child which had been attacked three days 
before with a putrid fore throat. The patient 
died on the feventh day. During the lafl ftages 
of this difeafe, the child’s breathing was much 
interrupted, and in expiration the voice was very 
hoarfe and loud, though the face was not fwoln, 
nor the jugulars diftended. On difleCtion, the 
fauces exhibited the appearance of one conti¬ 
nued ulcer ; the ton fils were totally deftroyed ; 
the velum pendulum palati was changed to a 
mere fufpended dough ; but the larynx and 
trachea were free from every appearance of 
difeafe. 

After reflecting on the manner of this child’s 
death, and comparing its circumftances with the 
preceding cafes, Mr. Bayley thought it probable 
that the angina trachealis had not been fuffi- 
ciently inveftigated by practitioners, who may 

Ee 2 have 
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have miftaken the like inftances of boarfe noife 
in the putrid fore throat , for the louder hoarfe- 
nefs and Jhrill voice , which in a great meafure 
arc charadteriftic of the angina trachealis. The 
truth of this remark he thinks confirmed, from 
his having obferved that thofe writers who 
have made moll mention of this difeafe (Drs. 
Bard and Home excepted) have favoured us 
only with an opinion of its nature, without 
offering any corroborating proofs from diflfec- 
tion. The fudden death of many who have 
heen affedled with this complaint, added to 
the cafes related by the writers juft now men¬ 
tioned, convinced our author that a more de¬ 
termined mode of treatment was requifite in a 
difeafe which appeared to be altogether inflam¬ 
matory. He obferves, that the (loughs in thefe 
cafes are not in confequence of difeafed parts, 
being merely a concreted mucus which may be 
cafily removed, and when that is done the mem¬ 
brane beneath it is found entire. He remarks, 
likewife, that the hoarfe iound (with ill-fcented 
breath) which in fome inftances attends the ul¬ 
cerous fore throat, will be found for the mod 
part in thofe cafes which attack with fome de¬ 
gree of inflammation, where the tonfils are in 
• L confequence enlarged, and the pendulous palate 

much 
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much tumefied. In fuch cafes there will be a 
confiderable collection of mucus in the pharynx, 
prefiing upon the epiglottis and rimula of the 
larynx, whence will arife a partial difficulty in 
the air's paffing to and from the lungs, with a 
quickened refpiration and red cheeks, accompa¬ 
nied with more or lels noife. 

Having acquired thefe ideas of the nature of 
the difeafe, our author refolved to treat it ac- . 
cordingly-, and having been called to a child 
who was remarkably plethoric, ffiort necked, 
and of a dark complexion, and whofe difficulty 
of breathing, hoarfe found, and fhrill voice did 
not admit the leaft doubt of the nature of the 
complaint, he recommended bleeding ad deli- 
quium. On recovering from this ftate, the pa¬ 
tient puked a great quantity of phlegm, feme 
of it vifeid, and fome without confiftence, but 
of a very offenfive nature. The vomiting was 
encouraged with warm water, after which his 
breathing became lefs laborious; the noife ac¬ 
companying it abated confiderably, and his 
countenance changed remarkably for the better. 
A blifter was immediately applied, large enough 
to cover the larynx, afpera arteria, and part of 
the cheft; emetic tartar in dofes fufficient to 
jveep up a continued naufea was adminiftered, 

and 
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and now and then increafed, fo as to excite 
vomiting. Calomel was given as an evacuanu 
and clyfters to promote its operation. Within 
a few hours after this mode of treatment was 
adopted, the child began to draw his breath 
with apparent freedom, and by a perfeverance 
in the antiphlogiltic plan, and promoting a 
difcharge by means of the blifter, the patient 
recovered. 

Our author fucceeded in another cafe nearly 
fimilar to the above, and by the fame me¬ 
thods. 

From 1774 to 1779, no opportunities occur¬ 
red to our author of treating this difeafe ; but 
in the mean time he had profited in his obferva- 
tions by difledting feveral who died of the com¬ 
plaint, all of which confirmed his opinion of 
the inflammatory nature of the difeafe, and juf- 
tified the mode of treatment he had adopted. 
Among others, he opened a boy of about four¬ 
teen years of age, who had lived eight days 
in extreme mifery. In this fubjedb, the root 
of the tongue, the pendulous palate and fauces, 
were covered with a much thicker and browner , 
Coat than ufual; but upon removing this new- 
formed membrane, the parts beneath it were 

found 
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found entirely free from every appearance of 
difeafe. 

In Auguft 1779, the author was called to a 
child who had palled a reftlefs night, and for 
a few minutes was threatened with fuffocation; 
the next morning it was fo much better as to 
run out into the ftreet, though its voice was 
hoarfe. About noon it was attacked with addi¬ 
tional violence. It was bled ad deliquium from 
the arm; emetic tartar, a blifter, and calomel 
were had recourfe to as in the former cafes, 
and the patient recovered. s 

A fourth cafe is related of a child two years 
old, who after being apparently recovered from 
the meafles, was attacked with cough, exceffive 
difficulty of'breathing and hoarfenefs, accom¬ 
panied with a fhrill found very diftreffing to 
every ear. When Mr. Bayley faw the patient 
his face was enlarged, and the jugulars greatly 
diftended. An attempt was made to bleed the. 
child in the arm •, but as only four ounces of 
blood could be procured in this way, one of 
the jugulars was opened, and the patient bled 
ad deliquium. Emetic tartar was given in nau- 
feating dofes, and a large blifter applied to the 
throat. The next day the child was fomewhat 
relieved, having pafled a tolerable night, but 

the 
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the hoarfertefs and dyfpncea were ftill corrfider* 
able. The patient was again bled ad deliquium 
from the jugular, a purgative was given to 
procure ftools, and the ufe of the emetic tartar 
continued. On the fucceeding day the child 
puked twice a thin glary matter, with fome 
mucus, the hoarfe found was fcarcely perceptible, 
and the cough not troublefome. From this 
date the fymptoms grew more and more fa¬ 
vourable, and by a continuance of the fame 
treatment the child perfe&ly recovered. 

Dr*. Middleton, in a letter to Mr. Bayley in- 
ferted at the end of this little work, obferves, 
that when he firft came to New York in 1752, 
he found complaints of the throat not unfre¬ 
quent •, but as they were generally conftdered as 
having a putrid tendency, antifepties were the 
remedies commonly employed in preference t$ 
all evacuants, except perhaps emetics. Being 
a ftranger to the climate and its difeales, he 
for fome time acquiefced in thefe notions 5 but 
it was not long before he had an opportunity 
of being convinced that the difeafes of the 
throat had not been properly diftinguifhed, and 
that the croup was truly of an inflammatory 
nature. He mentions feveral cafes in which co¬ 
pious bleeding in the jugular, with the ufe of 

blifters. 
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blitters, and evacuants fucceeded, and fpeaks of 
others that proved fatal where thofe remedies, 
efpecially vcnaefeCtion, were negle&ed or ob¬ 
jected to. In two difleCtions of children who 
died of this difeafe, he met with nearly the 
fame appearances as thofe defcribed by Mr. 
Bayley* In one, no ulcers were to be feen, or 
any remarkable lividity; but the glands were fo 
much tumefied, as to have occafioned the child’s 
death by fuffocation. In the other he obferved 
no remarkable tumefa&ion of the glands of the 
throat, no lividity, nor any appearance of an 
ulcer. On opening the trachea, he found it 
lined with a whitifh circular membrane of about 
the thicknefs of very fine white paper, which 
adhered to the trachea by a vifcid mucus under¬ 
neath, by means of which there was fome fpace 
between it and the trachea. The grand bron¬ 
chial divifions were filled with this mucus. 

Dr. Middleton concludes with remarking, 
that this difeafe is totally diftinft from the ma¬ 
lignant fore throat, and that it is not contagious 
as fome have fuppofed it to be. He does not 
prefume to fay that it never is combined with 
the malignant fore throat-, but he aflerts, that 
of the many cafes he has attended, he has 
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never met with a fingle inftance where they 
were united. 

% * < 


11 . Praktfche Bemerkungen iiber den Gcbraucb der 
Sibirifcben Schneerofe in giehikrankheilen, &c. 
i. e. Practical Obfervations on the Ufe of the 
Rhododendron Cbryfantbum in Rhtumatifm and 

Gout. By Alex. Bern. Kolpin, M. D. Pro - 

1 < 

fejjorof Phyfic at Alten-Stettin. 8vo. 120 pages, 

with a copper plate. Berlin and Stettin, 
177 9 - • 

.'jpHE plant here fpoken of was firft deferibed 
by Dr. Gmelin in his Flora Sibirica , under 
the name of Andromeda foliis evatis , utrinque ve- 
nofis , corcllis campanulatis , obliquis , longiffimis . 
It received its prefent appellation of Rhododen¬ 
dron Cbryfantbum from Dr. Pallas, who obferves 
in his travels, that the Tartars on the river 
Jenifey infufe the leaves of it in a large pro¬ 
portion of water, and ufe it as a kind of me¬ 
dicated tea, which has no fenfible efieft unlefs it 
is made ftrong, for then it affedls the head ; 
but that if a few of the branches and leaves arc 

boiled 
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boiled in water in a clofe vefiel, a dark coloured 
bitter decoffion is obtained, which, when taken 
internally, produces feverifh heat, a kind of in- 
toxication, and fometimes even ftupor and lofs 
of the fenfes. At the fame time the patient 
experiences-;a lingular pricking fenfation in his 
limbs or other parts of his body, affefted with 
pains or other complaints. The intoxication 
foon goes off, leaving behind it neither head-ach 
nor naufea; and in general, after taking one or 
two dofes the-patient finds his pains entirely re¬ 
moved. During the heat produced by the ex¬ 
hibition of this remedy, the patient complains 
of intenfe.thirft; and if cold water is drank in 
this ftate, there enfues a violent but falutary 
vomiting, efpecially in complaints of the bowels. 
The CofTacks ufe it with great fucccl's in calcs 
of rheumatifm and painful affe&ions of the 
joints. 

Dr. Pallas having obligingly furnilhed , our 
author with three pounds of this plant, its ef¬ 
fects were tried in fifteen cafes. The refults of 
thefe experiments are fully related in the work 
before us; and from thefe it appears, that this 
new remedy is particularly efficacious in chronic 
rheumatifm, and likewife in the gout \ . that 
frequently, though not always, it. procures ira- 

Ff 2 mediate 



mediate relief, ap’d that when continued for 

• • 

fome length of time it operates a complete 
cure. 1 • - \ -V‘ 

f 

Dr. Kolpin infufed two drachms of the tops 
and leaves of the plant in ten ounces of water. 0 
The infufion was kept twenty-four hours in 
nearly a boiling heat, and then ftrained off.- 
Two ounces of this medicine were given for a 
dofe, and repeated after a few hours. In fome 
of the cafes, the proportion of the plant was 
increafed to half an ounce. Theeffedsof this 
remedy in the greater number of the patients 
were a vomiting and purging, with-a partial 
fweat over the parts affeded. Large dofes were 
found to produce flupor and anxiety. . In fome, 
the pains grew worfe foon after taking the me¬ 
dicine ; but this effed was in general foon fol¬ 
lowed by a more remarkable relief. 

From his different experiments and obfervan 
tions on this fubjed, our author is inclined to 
think, that in a.goaty paroxyfm combined with 
fever^or in acute rheumatifm, this medicine 
ought to be preferibed with.great >cautiont~* He 
fuppofes it to ad immediately on .the nervous 
fyftem, and remarks that, in > all the cafes, in- 
ftead of quickening the pulfe, it immediately 
rendered it weaker and floWer. The puking 

and 
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and purging which this remedy (6 often ex- 
cited in arthritic patients, even when they had 
drank nothing after it, are confidercd by Dr. 
Kolpin' as tending to confirm the opinion of 
fome phylicians, that the caufe of the gout is 
to be fought for in the prim® vite, or at lead, 
that thole parts are particularly affedted in that 
difeafe. 

In one cafe of venereal rheumatifin the pains 
were relieved by this remedy; and Dr. Kolpin 
even thinks that it might perhaps contribute 
to the radical cure of that diforder. 

Moft of the patients complained of a fenfa- 
tion of heat and conftriftion in the fauces, 
after taking the medicine ; a proof this that 
the plant pofiefles fome acrimony, though of a 
volatile nature, as thefe fenfations Toon go off. 

In robuft perfons, we -are told, that this re¬ 
medy operates quickly and with violence} But 
that on the other hand in weakly and ema¬ 
ciated patients, or in old fubjedts, its effedts are 
flow and inconfiderable; To that in fome cafes 
bur author has found it exert its effedts not'till 
feveral days after it had been taken, and From 
this circumftance he is led to caution the practi¬ 
tioner not to be too hafty in augmenting the 
dofe.‘ ’ 


Dr. 



[ * 3 ° 3 

Dr. Kolpin obferves, that violent paffions of 
the mind conftantly hinder the falutary effeCs 
of the medicine. He adds likewife, that the 
fame dofe does not always produce the fame 
effeft, even in the fame patient. When we 
have reafon to fufpeC a foulnefs of the primae 
vi*, he advifes us to obviate this complaint by 
gentle purgatives, previous to the exhibition of 
the remedy in queftion. ' 

In a cafe of Ifchias the - Rhododendron, 
though continued for fome length of time, did 
not completely remove the complaint j but it 
was afterwards cured by the application of a 
bliftcr according to Cotunnius’s method. 

In gopty, or perhaps what might rather be 
Called rheumatic pains of the teeth, a decoction 
of the plant was repeatedly applied externally 
with the defired effedt. 

Thefe are the principal refults of Dr. Kblpin’s 
experiments, which feem to have been conduc¬ 
ed with accuracy and judgment, and of courfe 
entitle the Rhododendron Chryfanthum to the 
notice of the medical praCitioner. On the 
Other hand it may be obferved, that the trials 
made with this remedy by Dr. Home, and 
mentioned in our Journal for January (page 10) 
were very different in their events from thofc 

related 
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related in the vrork before us. It muft therefore 
be left to future experience to determine which 
of the two writers is right in his conclufions on 
this fubjeCt. 


III. Vermifcbte Cbirurgifcbe fcbriften , beraufgege- 
ben von Johann. Leberecht Schmucker, Konigl. 
Preuffifcben erjlen General Chirurgus von der 
Armee , Direftor der Cbirurgifcben Kriegjlaza- 
retbe und Mitglied der Kais. Acad, der Natter - 
forfcber. i. e. Mifcellaneous Surgical EJfays pub- 
lijbed by John Leberecht Schmucker, Firjl 
Surgeon General of the Army , and Director of 
all the Military Hofpitah in PruJJia , &c. ffvo. 
Berlin, vol. i. 352 Pages, with Copper Plates. 

W E have here a valuable collection of origi¬ 
nal furgical eflays, fome of them the pro¬ 
ductions of the editor himfelf, and all of them 
vouched by him as authentic ; we (hall review 
them in the order in which they are publifhed. v 
I. On the Amputation of Extremities , by Mr. 

Schmucker.-The author begins with a fhort 

hiftory of this operation, lhewing how cruel and 
defective it was formerly, and how mild and how 
much improved it is at prefent. He does nor, 

like 
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like M. Bilguer, reject ampuiation entirely, but 
recommends it in many cafes. 

The firft cafe in which he advifes it, is in that 
of a frozen limb become gangrenous from a too 
fudden application of heat. In cafes of this fort, 
we are told, that the mortification fpreads with 
fo much rapidity, that fcarifications, and all other 
remedies, are incapable of reftoring the loft feel¬ 
ing, fo that the patient has no chance of life but 
from amputation. In fuch fituations, however, 
we think the knife ought not to be ufed too pre¬ 
cipitately : we fhould wait to fee whether nature 
will not with lefs danger, though perhaps more 
(lowly effe<ft what we intended to do more 
fpcedily, but with infinitely greater rifle to the 
patient. 

Speaking of mortifications from internal caufes, 
Mr. Schmucker obferves, that we ought no; to 
amputate till the gangrene has fixed its limits, and 
there is no poflibility of faving the limb, and 
that it (hould then not be deferred. But here 
too, in our opinion, the furgeon (hould wait to 
fee whether nature will not throw off the morti¬ 
fied part. 

He thinks that caries arifing from internal 
caufes, and not yielding to milder remedies, re¬ 
quires amputation, the complaint being in gene- 
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ral local, and not always accompanied with a 
vitiated (late of the habit, as iome have Tuppofed. 
He deferibes feveral cafes in which the operation 
fUcceedcd. In one of thefe there Was a iaries of 
the foot, which came on after venaefc<5tion, 
though no tendon or nerve feemed to have been 
wounded by the lancet. For the fpace of two 
years the patient fuffered mod excruciating pain, 
and a variety of remedies having proved ineffec¬ 
tual, amputation was had recourfe to and fhe 
recovered. Ih another fimilar cafe that feemed 
to take its rife'from a flight contufion, the ampu¬ 
tation proved fuccefsful, although the patient 
was already much reduced by a hectic fever. 

In treating of wounds and contufions of the 
extremities, our author has attempted to afeer- 
taHi from his own experience the cafes that re¬ 
quire amputatioh. 

He obferves, that violent contufions of the 
toe foon terminate in gangrene ; that gun-lhot 
wounds of the tarfus are always dangerous j but 
that if a fmall ball palfes through this part, the 
danger is rtiuth lefs than if it remains in it, be* 
caufe in the latter cafe the ufual confequences are 
Violent inflammation, locked jaw, and gangrene •, 
the ball changes its fhape, and being extremely 
' difficult to ektraft, amputation becomes the only 
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remedy that can fave the patient. The os calcis, 
he fays, may be fhot through without any great 
danger, but if the tarfus, together with the 
articulation and one or both malleoli are injured 
by a cannon ball, and the tendons and ligaments 
lacerated; or if the knee joint is wounded in a 
fimilar manner, amputation becomes abfolutely 
necefiary in each of thefe cafes. 

Mr. Schmucker obferves, that gun-lhot 
wounds of the tibia, the fore-arm, and even the 
arm, feldom require amputation, the bones of 
thefe parts being fo fituated, that the fplintered 
portions of the bone may be eafily removed. 
He fpeaks of wounds of the os femoris as the 
moll dangerous of any, on account of the hard- 
nefs and fragility of this bone, and its being eafily 
fplintered, as well as the injury ufually done to 
feveral large arteries. If the wound is only a 
little above the knee, where there are but few 
mufcles, he thinks the necefiity for amputation 
will be lefs prefling than if the wound is higher 
up in the thigh. When the neck and condyles 
. of the os femoris are wounded, he thinks there 
remains but little chance for the patient’s reco¬ 
very, as the amputation of the thigh at the arti¬ 
culation is fo dreadful, difficult, and dangerous, 
that it never can fucceed. This opinion, how¬ 
ever. 
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ever, feems to be not well founded. An account 
has lately been publilhed in the Edinburgh Me¬ 
dical Commentaries of this operation, as per¬ 
formed at Northampton, from which it appears, 
that the death of the patient on the 18 th day 
after the amputation was owing to the previoufly 
difeafed date of the parts, rather than to any im¬ 
mediate effects of the operation; and Mr. Kerr, 
the author of the paper in queftion, is fo much 
convinced of the expediency of the operation in 
certain cafes, that “ in fuch,” he fays, “ he fhall 
“ not hefitate to perform it when they occur.” 

Mr. Schmucker obferves, that wounds of the 
carpus and metacarpus feldom require amputa¬ 
tion, becaufe we are here able to make the nccef- 
fary openings with eafe j but that when the con- 
tufion is very confiderable, and the tendons and 
ligaments are much lacerated, the operation be¬ 
comes neceflary. 

He is averfe to performing the operation in 
the articulation of the knee, cubitus, or carpus, 
becaufe the flumps can never be covered with 
flefh, and aponeurotic and membranous parts do 
not readily fuppurate. 

In amputating the fingers or toes, he conflantly 
makes ufe of a bifloury, and feparates them at 
the joints, taking care to faw off the cartilages 

G g 2 • of 
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of the phalanges, becaufe they exfoliate with dif¬ 
ficulty, and retard the cure feveral weeks. 

His method of preventing haemorrhage after 
amputation, is by applying doflils of fine lint, 
of the tnicknefs of half an inch, to the mouths 
of the vefiels, and the conftant preffure of a 
hand on the (lump during at leaft four-and- 
twenty hours. He does not truft to this method,* 
however, for fecuring the femoral artery, but' 
prefers the ligature for that purpofe. He tells 
us, he has often feen the doffil of lint fall off at 
the firft drefilng, and yet no haemorrhage has 
followed. 

In amputations he applies a narrow riband 
round the limb, above the incifion, and cuts 
through the integuments and mufcles with a 
fingle incifion, a mode of operating by*the-bye, 
that is now pretty generally and defervedly ex¬ 
ploded. The knife he recommends is flightlr 
curved, and fmaller than that commonly ufed. 
Inftead of Gooch’s retrattor, he ufes a piece of 
parchment, eighteen inches long, and fix broad, 
for the purpofe of drawing back the mufcular 
flefh, while he faws through the bone. The 
ftump being covered with lint, the integuments 
are drawn downwards and fecured by flips of 
fticking-plafter, after which the whole is covered 

witl^ 
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with a hog’s bladder, which he prefers to the 
cap commonly employed, as it will ferve to 
prevent flight haemorrhages. He applies his 
bandage, after the manner of M. Louis, from 
above downwards. 

II. An Hiftarico-praftical EJfay on the medical 
Ufe of Leeches , by the fame.—This paper is il- 
luftrated by a coloured engraving of the hirudo 
medica , of which an exadt defeription is given. 
We are told, that it Ihould be taken from pure 
limpid rivers that have a fandy bed, as the 
leeches caught in ftagnant waters occafion fwell- 
ing and inflammation. In general, thofe which 
have been the mod recently taken bite the 
quickeft. 

Our author fpeaks of their falutary effedls in 
ophthalmia, after repeated venaefedtions had 
proved ineffedtual. In a violent cephalalgia, 
owing to an increafed determination to the head, 
he has feen ten or twelve leeches applied to the 
temples, procure an almoft immediate relief. : 
He allures us, that an inflammatory fore throat, 
attended with very difficult deglutition and 
breathing, will oftentimes yield to fixteen or 
twenty leeches applied to the throat and behind ; 
the ears, more fpeedily and with greater cer¬ 
tainty than to repeated bleedings. In the tooth- 

ach, 
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ach, when not owing to a caries, he has found 
leeches applied to the gums extremely fervicc- 
able. 

He aflerts, that in a plcurify twelve leeches 
applied to the fide affefted, will prove more 
efficacious than a blifter. He has feen haemop- 
tyfis, from obftrufted haemorrhoids or menfes, 
{topped by applying leeches to the anus } and 
in the generality of cafes, they have been the 
means of reftoring the latter evacuation. 

In the piles their ufe is well known ; but 
Mr. Schmucker obferves, that in fuch cafes 
they are ferviceable only where the fwelling is 
not larger than a hazel nut. To prevent a 
return of the tumour, he recommends the ap¬ 
plication of cold water to the part, or a cold 
glyfter morning and evening when the fwelling 
is internal. When the tumour is of confider- 
able bulk, and its membranes of courfe are 
much thickened, he finds them of no ufe. 

In retention of urine he has often experienced 
the good effe&s of lix leeches applied to the 
perinaeum ; and we are farther told, that four 
of them applied to the end of the. finger in a 
beginning paronychia, generally remove the 
complaint. 

III. A Defcriftion of a very Ample Machine for 

Fraflures 
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Fraftures of the Os Fentons , by J. A. Thedefl, 
Surgeon-General to the Pruffian Army —The 
machine here deferibed, and of which an ei> 
graving is added, differs but little from the 
iplints that are now generally ufed in fraftures 
of the thigh in this country. It confifts of two 
Iplints, the outermoft of which is perforated at 
each end, where it preffes on the great trochanter 
of the os femoris, and on the eminences of the 
knee; 4nd the inner fplint is broad at its upper 
extremity, and formed into a crefcent, to pre¬ 
vent it from preffing on the pubis and os if- 
thium. 

IV. On the Ufe of Ajfafcetida in carious Ulcers, 
'by Mr. Block. The author having tried mad¬ 
der-root without effect in cafes of this fort, 
had recourfe to affafeetida a medicine, the ef¬ 
ficacy of which has lately been extolled by Mr. 
Theden, in obftruftions of the abdominal vif- 
cera. Mr. Block mixes an ounce of affafeetida 
with half an ounce of concha preparata , and 
half a drachm of camphor j and of this powder 
he preferibes from a fcrUple to half a drachm 
twice a day. Externally he applies only dry 
lint. Four cafes are related in which it had 
proved ferviceable, by changing the ichorous 
difeharge from the fore into a laudable pus. 

We 
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Wc have had occafion to notice a fimilar effect 
from myrrh. 

V. On HerpeSy Melancholia^ and Palfyy by Mr; 
Evers.—Thefe obfervations were made in a 
marfhy country, where the herpes, we are told, 
is a very common complaint; and feems to bd 
generally owing to a difeafe of the liver, or. to 
obftrudtions of the mefenteric glands. Some¬ 
times, however, the author has had reafon to 
aferibe them to obftrudted evacuations, or to a 
fcorbutic or venereal acrimony. The greater 
number of the patients whom he has had. oc¬ 
cafion to fee labouring under obftinate herpes* 
were pale, yellow, and emaciated. In one cafe, 
the pilul. /(ill. c. of the Pbarm. Edin* with be- 
cafional purgatives, effedted a cure j in another 
the difeafe yielded to the ufe of Plumer’s pill 5 
in a third, our author fucceeded by preferibing 
Seltzer water, a milk diet, and fixty drops of 
the efience of white pimpernel every evening; 
and in a fourth, the complaint was relieved by 
fixty drops of the acid of fait, taken for fom? 
time four times a day. . 

In melancholia, when the patient's coftivenefs, 

.the fulnefs of the abdomen, and a fmall, flow 

• • • 

pulfe feemed to indicate that obftrudlions in the 
belly were, the caufe of. the diforder, our author 
• / . gave' 
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gave the bellacfona with fuccefs. Five grains of 
the leaves of the plant were adminiftered every 
morning, combined with an equal quantity of 
rfufbarb, and occafionally the patient took i 
purgative medicine. In the greater number of 
Cafes, the cure was effe&ed by thefe means in 
five weeks. 

In paralytic afitdliorts, when the patients were 
pale and emaciated, complained of coftivenefs 
and had a flow pulfe, our author, after (lightly 
purging them, gave the fame medicine, the bel- 
ladona, increaling the dofe of it by degrees to 
tin grains daily, aftd combining it, as in me¬ 
lancholia, with rhubarb. 

VI. An Account of a Suppuration of the Omen¬ 
tum, by M. Singers.—The difeafe here defcribed 
was occafioned by a contufion on the gaftric 
region* The violent pain, of which the patient 
complained at firft, gradually went off - , but he 
(till continued to feel an obtufe pain, which 
after fome time was accompanied with lofs of 
appetite, difturbed deep, and frequent vomit¬ 
ing. Thefe fymptoms continued during a whole 
year, when a tumour began to form, which at 
length fuppurated, and afforded a confiderable 
difcharge of pus, intermixed with portions of 
the omentum. The wound healed in about 
Vol. I. N® IV. Hh fuc 
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fix weeks, and left no other complaint but a. 
hernia. * . .. 

VII. Of a Wound happily healed , by the fame. 
—In this cafe, the patient was wounded by a 
fword which pafifed tranfverfely through the ab¬ 
domen, from near the vertebrae lumborum to 
the left fide of the navel. The faeces were 
difcharged through both wounds in fuch quan¬ 
tity, that the natural evacuation by the anus 
was for fome time entirely fufpended. In this 
ftate the wounds were kept open, clyfters were 
frequently thrown up, and the patient was con¬ 
fined to a light liquid diet. By thefe means 
the difcharge of faeces through the wounds gra¬ 
dually lefiened, and they were at length wholly 
evacuated at the anus, fo that at the end of fix 
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weeks the patient was perfectly recovered. 

VIII. On the internal Ufe of Lime Water and 

> * 

Soap in a Cafe of Calculus , by the fame.—In the 
cafe here related, the patient took ten ounces of 
lime water and a drachm of foap twice a day, 
and at the end of a fortnight, the fymptoms, 
which were at firft very violent, entirely ceafed. 
The (tone made its way into the urethra, from 
whence our author extra&ed it. He fuppofes 
that it was lefiened by the folvent powers of 

the remedy j but we are bv no means convinced 

. . . . • • ' • .. .. 

■ ■ that 
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that this idea is well founded. He adds, that in 
nephritic complaints in children he has often 
ufed this medicine with fuccefs. 

- ■ > t\ 

IX. An Injlance of the Intejlines being perfora¬ 
ted by Worms , by the fame—In this cafe the 
patient was attacked with fymptoms of fever, 
and a painful fwelling appeared near the pubis, 
which at length fuppurated. A confiderable 
quantity of pus and four lumbrici were dif- 
charged by this abfcefs, which healed without 
difficulty. 

x • 

X. Of a Tumour near the Reffum, by the fame. 
—The tumour here fpoken of, after remaining in¬ 
dolent during fix years, at length became painful 
and fuppurated. On dilating the abfcefs, a ftonp 
was difeovered of the fize and fhape of a cherry- 
ftone, contained within 3 hard cyft, which was 
removed by the knife. 

XL Of the Cure of a Venereal Fijlula Urinaria , 
by the fame. —Four cafes of this kind are related. 
In one of thefe Mr. Bjngers fucceeded, by intro¬ 
ducing bougies into the urethra, and applying 
comprefies to the Qpenjng in the perinasum, In 
another cafe, which was occafioned by an ill- 
treated gonorrhoea, he dilated the opening ip 
the perinaeum, drew the lips of the wound toge¬ 
ther by means of fticking-plafter, and in feven 

H h 2 days 
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days the cure was completed. In a third cafe,. 
attended with confiderable indurations, bou- 
gies introduced into the urethra excited a 
fuppuration, and by that means removed the 
hardnefs. Compreflfes were applied externally, 
as in the former cafe, and the patient obtained 
a cure. In a fourth cafe, he met with more dif¬ 
ficulty, The exterior opening was very fmall, 
but internally there was a large fac extending 
from the anus to the ferotum, and the urine by 
remaining in this bag had by its irritation occa- 
fioned a fiftula that extended to the penis. Di¬ 
latation of the orifice, and even deeper incifions, 
compreflfes, and bougies, all proved equally in¬ 
efficacious ; but at length by introducing a ca¬ 
theter into the urethra, and the patient’s wearing 

it conftantly, a cure was effe&ed. 

% * , * 

XII. Of a jlejhy Excrefcertcc in the ReRum , by 
the fame.—In this cafe, the patient was much 
emaciated by a long continued and profufe eva¬ 
luation of bloody water by ftool, a procidentia 
rtfli at length took place, and a flefhy excref-* 
cence of a dark red colour, and of the fize of a 
man’s fill, was found adhering to the inteftine 
by a fhort thick pedicle : it bled much, and oc- 
cafioned violent pains and fpafms in the abdo¬ 
men. It being found impoffible to remove it all 

at 



at once, it was brought away in detached por¬ 
tions, and all the bad fymptoms difappearedj but 
foon after, a fecond excrefcence, fimilar to the for¬ 
mer one, protruded at'the return, and being re¬ 
moved by ligature, the patient was completely 
• cured. 

XIII. Cafe of a cancerous Tefiicle, by the fame. 
—The tefticle here fpoken qf was enlarged to the 
fize of a man’s fift, and was accompanied with 
feveral cancerous excrcfcences and a fiftulous 
opening that afforded a putrid ichorous dif- 
charge. Our author extirpated it with fuccefs, 
although the fpermatic chord was thickened to 
the fize of the thumb, even beyond the abdomi¬ 
nal ring. The chord was divided, and a liga¬ 
ture pafied round it below the ring. 

XIV. On tbe Ufe of cold Witer in Wounds of the 
Joints , by the fame. Two wounds into the cavity 
of the knee-joint, one by a fword, and the other 
by a piece of glafs, were both healed without any 
alarming fymptom by the external application of 
cold water. In both cafes the lips of the wounds 
were drawn together, and covered by emplaf- 
trum adhsefivum, blood was drawn from the 
arm, and compreffes dipped in cold water wejre 
applied to the knee, and renewed as often as 
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they began to grow warm, till the cure was 
completed. 

• • v - •* • *. .* 1 • - . . 4 

[ To be ccnt'.nued . ] 


IV. An Effay on the Theory and P raff ice of Medi¬ 
cal Eleffricity , By Tiberius. Cavallo, F. R. S. 
8vo. London, 1780. 112 pages* with a copper- 
fhte. . » 


T HE medical application of ele&ricity, as 

it was praftifed till very lately, and as it is 

flill ufed by many pra&itioners, was attended 

with two inconveniences: the firft was the ad- 

\ * 

miniftration of ftrong lhocks, which terrified 
many a patient, and the fecond was a long con¬ 
tinuance of the application, which was tirefome 
both for the patient and practitioner. But it has 
lately beer, obferved, that (trong lhocks and 
ftrong fparks are not only ufelefs, but even hurt¬ 
ful in a variety of cafes; and that fo far from a 
long continuance ofelettrification being neceflary, 
the application of that power for three or four 
■ninutes a day, is in general fufficient. 

• • 

\ As 
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As this improved method of applying eledri- 
city is at prefent confined to a few praditioners, 
Mr. Cavallo was induced to compile the eflay 
before us, in order to make it generally known* 
The work is divided into three parts. The 
firft of thefe is allotted to tbe theory of medical 
elettricityi and is prefaced by a concife view of 
its hiftory. Our author very properly obferves, 
that a better acquaintance with eledricity than 
philofophers had about thirty or forty years ago, 
and a lefs faith in the accounts of the generality 
of thofe perfons, whofe intereft it is to promote 
the ufc of eledricity in phyfic, has pointed out 
the real effeds of that power upon the human 
body, in various circumftances, and has fhewa 
how far we may confide in it \ eftablifhing upon 
indifp.u.table fads, that eledricity is neither that 
admirable panacea, as it was confidcred by fome 
fanatical and interefted perfons, nor fo ufelefc an 
appttfcation as others have afierted; but that 
when properly managed, it is an harmlefs re¬ 
medy, which is fometimes of Angular efficacy. 

Mr. Lovet is fpoken of by our author as the, 
firft writer who contended that the fhocks to be 

*»«*• •» •• • • V T • • * <-*.f 

ufed in medical eledricity fhould be very fmall. 
Before the publication of his efTay, entitled Subtil 

.» , F 

Medium f roved , ftrong fhocks, or at leaft very 
... pungent 
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pungent fparks, were thought neceffary to fti- 
mulate any drfeafed part of the human body; 
but at prefcnt it is very reafonably eftabfilhed 
upon experience, that the greateft eleCtric powers 
whieh can be applied with good expectations, are 
exceedingly fmall (hooks and moderate fparks, 
adminiftered by means of a wooden point, as it 
is commonly called, or merely by a metallic 
point, fo that the perfon electrified feels only a 
gentle wind upon that part of the body towards 
which the point is directed; 

It has been confidently affirmed by fome.phi- 
' lofophers, that electrization increafes the number 
of pulfations about one-fixth ; fa that if the pulfe 
df a perfon naturally beats eighty times in a 
minute, it will, after being electrized for a'few 
minutes, beat about ninety-four times in the 
fame fpace of time. Others have faid that the 
increafe of pulfations is more than a fixth j and 
fome perfonfi have even aflerted that the pulfe is 
not at all increafed. In the Memoirs of die 
Academy at Berlin, for 1772, M. Gerhard 
obferves, that electrization fometimes quickens 
the pulfe fo much as to doable the number of 
pulfations; and fometimes retards it confide- 
rably. It has alfb been aflerted, that pofitive 
electricity accelerates the pulfe; and that on the 

con- 



C 2 49 ] 

t *• 

contrary, negative electricity retards it. But 
experience authorizes our author to fay, that this 
effect varies ponflderably, according to the degree 
of electrization, and principally according to the 
natural difpofition of the perfon tried, and the 
degree of apprehenfion with which he fubjects 
himfelf to be electrified ; but that in general, 
either pofitive or negative electrization, increafes 
the number of pulfations about one-fixth. He 
fuppofes that the effeCts ufually obferved upon 
the body when eleCtrized, are owing to the irri¬ 
tation or dilatation occafioned by the aCtion of 
the eleCtric fluid. 

«* ... • * • i 

In the fecond part of his work, Mr. Cavallo 
gives directions for the practical application of 
cleCtricity for the cure of various dileafes. For 
this purpofe he recommends large machines, and 
for this reafon, that when the ftream is uied, 
which has lately been found to be more effica 
cious than fliocks, then a fmall machine will be 
altogether ulelefs. He obferves, that the larged 
machines will not be found to afford a dream 
too ftrong for medical purpofes •, but that the ufe- 
ful ones, which do not require a great labour to 
be put in motion, and may furnifh a fufficiently 
denfe ftream, fliould have the glafs globe, or 
cylinder, at leaft nine inches in diameter, which, 
Vol. I. N° IV. I i with 
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with a proportionate conductor, may ufually 
give fparks about three inches long. 

Our author confiders it as immaterial with 
rcfpeCt to medical electricity, whether the rub¬ 
ber of thele machines (lands upon a glafs pillar 
or not. . 

He obferves, that the power of electricity 
fliould be fo regulated, as to apply every degree 
of it with facility and readinefs; beginning with 
a dream ifluing out of a metal point, next ufing 
a wooden point, then fmall fparks, dronger 
fparks, and ladly, fmall (hocks. 

Our author remarks that it is impoflible 1 6 
prefcribe the exaCt degree of electrization that 
mud be nfed for various diforders * perfons of 
different conditutions, though afflicted with th& 
very fame dileafe, requiring different degrees of 
electrization. Some are fo delicate and irritable, 
that the fmalled fparks give them as much pain 
as (hocks do to others j while, on the contrary, 
fome people can fuffer pretty fevere (hocks with¬ 
out pofitive pain •, and Mr.Cavallo has heard of 
perfons who were infenffble of any eleCtric power 
even from (hocks of confiderable (trength. 

He obferves, that the operator (hould always 
ufe the fmalled degree of eleCtric power that is 
fufficient for the purpofe; and the degree of 

elecr 
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tlcdlrization adminiftered fhouJd never exceed 
that which the patient can conveniently fufter, 
experience (hewing, that when the application 
of any degree of ele&ricity is very difagreeable 
to the patients, they very feldom mend. 

We are told that the inftruments, which be* 
Tides the eledlrical machine and its prime con* 
dudtor, are necefiary for the adminiftration of 
medical eledlricity, may be reduced to three; 
viz. an eledtric jar, with Mr. Lane’s electronic* 
ter; an infulated chair, or an initiated ftool, 
upon which a common chair may be occafionally 
fer, and the direftors. Each of the latter of 
thefe inftruments confifts of a knobbed brafs 
wire, cemented to a glafs handle by means of a 
brafs cap. The manner of ufing them is by 
taking hold of the extremities of their brals 
handles, and bringing their balls into contact 
with the extremities of that part of the body of 
the patient, through which we defire to fend 
the (hock. When more . proper inftruments 
cannot be had, directors may be made by (lick¬ 
ing large pins upon (licks of fealing-wax. The 
furface of the jar, which is coated with tinfoil, 
is diredted to be about four inches in diameter, 
and fix inches high, which is equal to about 
feventy-three fquare inches. 

Ii 2 Mr, 
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Mr. Cavallo obferves, that when (hocks arc 
ndminiftcred, it is immaterial whether the pa¬ 
tient (lands upon the ground, upon the infu- 
lating (tool, or in any other (ituation whatever, 
and that it is not always neceffary to remove 
the cloaths from the part that is to be electri¬ 
fied ; for unlefs they are too many and too 
thick, the fhocks will go through them very 
cafily, efpecially if the knobs of the directors 
be prefied a little upon the part. , 

Bcfides the directors juft now mentioned/ 
there is another kind deferibed by our author 
which differs from the former one in having its 
wire bent, and in terminating in a point, to 
which is affixed a piece of wood about an inch, 
or an inch and a half long, pointed at one end, 
though not very (harp, and having a hole at the 
other. The operator is advifed to have by him 
feveral fuch wooden pieces of different length 
and thicknefs, that he may fiiift them according 
as circumftances may require. We are inform¬ 
ed, that the wood uled for this purpole (hould 
be rather of a (oft kind than hard, as box wood 
and lignum vitte are. 

, In order to throw the cleCtric fluid with a 
director .of this kind, a wire proceeding from 
the prime conductor is to be fattened to the. 

wire 
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•wire of the director, whicli the operator mud 
hold by the extremity of the glafs handle, and 
manage fo as to keep the wooden point at about 
one or two inches didant from the patient's, 
body. * Mr. Cavallo obferves, that the electric, 
fluid ifiuing from the wooden point has a power 
which is intermediate between that of the dream 
proceeding from a metal point, and the power 
of the fparks j but yet it is in general the mod 
efficacious method of electrization, and there¬ 
fore no pains ffiould be lpared in order to admi-. 
nider it in the bed poffible manner. 

Gentle as this method of electrifying may 
appear, our author aflures us, that,it will ne- 
verthelefs be found too drong for fome perfons, 
efpecially when ufed for open fores upon deli¬ 
cate parts; in which cafes the wooden point 
mud be removed, and the electric fluid Amply 
thrown from the metal point of the director, 
which mud now be kept at a greater didance 
than when the wooden piece was upon it. The 
electric fluid ifiuing out of this pointed wire of 
the director occafions only a gentle wind upon 
the part towards which it is directed.—It might 
naturally be fufpected that fo gentle, and nearly 
infenfible a treatment, could hardly be of any 
efficacy $ but the author affirms, that this mode 

of 
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of clc&rization, viz. the throwing the fluid 
with a metal point, has often mitigated pains, 
and cured obftinate and dangerous dUeales, 
which could not be removed by any other re¬ 
medy. He informs us, that in general this 
treatment proved as efficacious to perfons of 
delicate nervous conftitutions as the other, of 
the throwing the fluid with a wooden point, 
does to thofe of ordinary conftitutions. We are 
farther told, that in feveral cafes, especially of 
open fores, the electric fluid ifiuing opt of a 
wooden point has conftantly increafed the pain, 
and even enlarged the fore* whereas the fluid 
iffuing out of the metal point has effectually di- 
miniflied both. 

The author obferves, that the dream iffuing 
out of a wooden point may be directed towards 
the eyes of the patient, without any apprehen- 
lion of hurting him j but he allows there may 
be fome cafes, though he has feldom heard of 
any, in which this treatment may be thought to 
be too ftrong, and in fuch the metal point only 
may be ufed. * ., 

Amongfl: other methods of electrifying a dif- 
eafed part of the body, Mr.- Cavallo deferibes 
that of drawing fparks through flannel, which 
he tells us has proved Angularly beneficial in 

cafes 
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cafes of palfy, rheumatiCm* coldnefs of any 
particular part, &c. It is performed by placing 
the patient on the infulating (tool, fo that he 
may communicate with the prime conductor, 
and then a dry and warm flannel is fpread over 
the naked part that is to be electrified, and 
fparks are drawn through it by means of a 
director. 

The author concludes this part of his worlc 
with fome general rules for practice. He begins 
by advifing the practitioner to employ the 
fmalleft force of electricity that is fuflicient to 
remove or alleviate any diforder. He obferves, 
that in judging of cafes proper to be electrified, 
experience ftiews, that in general all kinds of 
obftructions, whether of motion, of circulation, 
or of fecretion, are very often cured or relieved 
•by eleCtricitv; but that it has feldom entirely 
removed difeafes of long Handing, although it 
generally relieves the patient in fuch cafes. He 
cautions us not to give (hocks to pregnant wo¬ 
men, and obferves, that in cafes of gathering 
tumours, the beft method is to draw the fluid 
by means of a wooden point, or if that proves 
painful, by means of a metal point. In palfies 
and rheumatifm, fmall fparks, and alfo very 
finajl lhocks are recommended. Mr. Cavallo 

allows. 
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allows, that ftronger (hocks may be fometimes, 
though feldom, adminidered for a violent tooth- 
ach, and for fome internal fpafm of no long 
landing. In cafes of mufcular contraction, he 
advifes us to eleCtrify not only thofe mufcles 
which are fuppofed to be contracted, but like- 
wife their antagonids. 

He obferves, that when the dream of eleCtric 
fluid is thrown either with a wooden or metallic 
point, the length of the operation fhould be 
from three to ten minutes; that when fhocks 
are adminiftered, their greated number Ihould 
not exceed a dozen or fourteen, except when 
they are to be given to the whole body in dif¬ 
ferent directions ; and that the number of 
fparks, when they are ufed, may generally ex¬ 
ceed the number of Ihocks mentioned above. 

His lad rule relates to the electrization of 
children upon the infulating chair. He ob¬ 
ferves, that as it is difficult to let them day 
without motion, the mod convenient method 
is, to let' another perfon fit in the infulating 
chair, and hold the child vvhild the operator is 
electrifying him. 

In the third part of the work we find an edi- 
mate of the effeCts of eleCtricify, applied as a 
remedy for various difofders. "We are told 

that 
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that rheumatifm, even of long Handing, is re¬ 
lieved, and generally quite cured, by only draw¬ 
ing the ele&ric fluid with a wooden point from 
the part, or by drawing fparks through flannel. 
The operation is to be continued for about 
four or five minutes, and repeated once or twice 
every day. In cafes of deafnefs, it is fomc- 
times neceflary to fend very fmall fhocks (for 
inftance, of one thirtieth of an inch) from one 
ear to the other. The author has conftantly 
obferved, that whenever the ear is electrified, 
the difcharge of the wax is confiderably pro¬ 
moted.— The tooth-ach, occafioned by cold, 
rheumatifm, or inflammation, is generally re¬ 
lieved j but when the body of the tooth is af¬ 
fected, the difcafe is frequently increafed by 
electricity. 

Swellings in general, not excepting even 
white fwellings, are faid to have been cured by 
drawing the eleCtric fluid with a wooden point 
for three or four minutes every day. The fame 
method, we are told, is equally efficacious in 
inflammations of every fort. In ophthalmia, 
the eye is directed to be kept open, and care is 
to be taken not to bring the wooden point very 
near it, for fear of caufing any fpark. Some¬ 
times it is fufficient to throw the fluid with a 

Vol. I. N° IV. K k metal 
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metal point j for in thcfe cafes, too great an ir¬ 
ritation fhould always be avoided. After throw¬ 
ing the fluid for half a minute, a fhort time i$ 
to be allowed to the patient to reft and wipe 
away his tears, which generally flow very co- 
pioufly j the operation is then to be continued 
again for another half minute, and repeated in 
this manner four or five times a day. 

Our author acknowledges, that the gutta Ter 
rena, though it has fometimes been cured by, 
has often refilled electricity. The method he 
recommends in cafes of this fort, is to draw the 
electric fluid with the wooden point for a fhort 
time, and then to fend half a dozen very ftnall 
fhocks from the back part of the head to the 
forehead. He fpeaks of an opacity of the vi¬ 
treous humour, that was perfectly cured by elec¬ 
tric ity. 

In cafes of fiftula lachrymalis, electricity is 
faid to have had the beft effects. Palfies are 
fcklom perfectly cured by it, efpecially when 

they are of long {landing •, but they are gene- 

* / 

rally relieved to a certain degree. In thefe cafes, 
we are advifed to life the wooden point, or to 
draw fparks through flannel for about five mi¬ 
nutes every day. 
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tn ulcers or open fores, the gentleft elcflriza- 
tion with a wooden or even a metal point is 
to be ufed, and only for three or four minutes 
a day. It feldom fails, we are told, to lefien 
the inflammation, and promote the healing of 
the fore. 

Cutaneous eruptions, according to our au¬ 
thor, have been fuccefsfully treated with electri¬ 
zation : but in fuch cafes it is to be obferved, 
that the wooden point mult be kept at leaft fix 
inches from the part; for if the irritation is too 
great, the eruption will fpread inftead of dimi- 
tiilhing. An immediate warmth about the part 
is a fure fign that the electrization is properly 
admindtered. 

Mr. Cavallo informs us, that the dileafe com¬ 
monly called Si. Vitus's Dance , has frequently 
been cured by drawing fparks and giving gentle 
fhocks ; that fcrophulous tumours* when they are 
juft: beginning, are generally cured by drawing 
the eleCtric fluid from the part] and that in 
cancers, the pains are alleviated by the fame 
means. But he acknowledges, that he has fecn 
only one cafe of cancer where the tumour was 
muCTi reduced in fize by electricity ; and indeed 
we i'ulpeCt, that the accounts given ot cures in 

Kk 2 this 
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this deplorable difeafe, have been but too often 
exaggerated. 

Our author fpeaks of the good effects of elec¬ 
tricity in beginning abfeefies, in fciatica, and 
even in incipient pulmonary inflammation. In 
nervous head-aches, the eleCtric fluid is directed 
to be thrown with a wooden point all round the 
head fucceflivelv. 

Although electricity has never been of ufe in 
advanced dropfy, yet we are allured that it has . 
often proved ferviceable in that difeafe when juft 
beginning. The author even recommends it in 
gout, which he fays has in various inftances 
been cured by it. He likewife fpeaks of it as 
an effectual cure for agues; and in fuppreflion 
of the menfes, extols it as a fpeedy and fucceff- 
ful method of cure. In this latter cafe, fmall 
lhocks are to be fent through the pelvis, and 
fparks drawn through the cloaths. 

In the venereal dileale, electrization has been 
generally forbidden ; having ufually increafed 
the pains and other fymptoms. Our author- 
afcribes this prohibition to its having been im¬ 
properly adminiftered ; and contends, that a 
very gentle electrization has been found parti¬ 
cularly beneficial in various cafes of venereal 

affeCtion, 



i iti ] 

affectiom even when the difeafe has been of 
long {landing. ’ ... . 

Mr. Cavallo concludes this part of his work 
with an account" of ten cafes in which electricity 
was fuccefsfully adminiftered. The firft is a 
cafe of violent ophthalmia, communicated to 
him by Mr. Partington. The diforder had re¬ 
filled a variety of remedies for upwards of two 
months, and was accompanied with excruciating 
pains. The pupil of the eye was fo nearly 
clofed, that fcarce any of it could be feen. 
After the patient had been electrified every day 
for a fortnight, the inflammation was quite fub- 
fided j and at the end of five weeks, the pupil 
was completely dilated. 

The two next cafes, one of an eryfipelas, and 
the other of a fillula lachrymalis, are copied 
from Mr. Lovett’j Eleflricity rendered ufeful ; 
the fourth is the cafe of Mr. Fergufon, who 
was cured of a fore throat by electricity, and is 
taken from his Introduction to eleClricity. The 
fifth and frxth are cafes of fupprefled menfes, 
from a pamphlet lately publilhed by Mr. Birch. 
Cafe the feventh contains Mr. Partington’s ac¬ 
count of a cure of mufcular contraction by 
eleClricity, firft printed in the Phil. Tran/. Vol. 
LXVIII. Cafe the eighth is extracted from 

VoL 
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Vol. LXIX. of the fame work, and contains 
Dr. A. Fothergill’s account of a cure of the St* 
Vitus’s dance by eledtricity* Cafe the ninth 
contains Dr. Hart’s account of the bad effedts 
of eledtricity in a paralytic affedtion, from the 
PhiL Pranf. Vol. XLVIII. and the tenth is a 
cafe of mufcular rigidity, luccefsfully treated by 
Dr. Watfon, F. R. S. 

I I * 

In an appendix to the work our author re¬ 
lates a few experiments, made with a view to 

lhew the effedts of the cledtric fluid upon the 

* • » 

human body. 

We have given a pretty full account of this 
work, becaufe we think the fubjedt of it in-* 
terefting, and .the author feems to have treated 
it in a judicious manner. We think it necef- 
fary, however, to make fonae allowance for Mr* 
Cavallo’s zeal as an eledtrician. Not being a 
medical man, it feems likely that in his view of 
a favourite remedy lie has overlooked the ef¬ 
fedts of other methods that were probably em¬ 
ployed along with it in dropfy, gout, and a va^ 
riety of other difeafes, which he confiders as 
being curable by electricity. We fincerely hope 
that his publication may be the means of draw¬ 
ing the attention of medical pradtitioners to this 
fubjedt, fo that we may be enabled fully to af- 
, certain 



certain the degree of confidence electricity merits 
in the cure of difeafes. 


V. Henrici Jofephi Collin, Sacr. Cafareo Reg. 
Apojl. Majejl. Regimin. infer. Aujlr. Confiliarii , 
et Nofocom. Pazmanniani Phyfici Ordinarii , Hoi- 
landica Scientiarum Academia , qua Harlemi ejl , 
Membri , La flue a Sylvejlris contra Hydropem 
Vires , yra? cbfervationum circa morbos acutos et 
Chronicos faft arum. *Pars vi. 8vo. Vienna: 
1780. pag. 66. Cum tabula, AEn. 

T HE plant recommended in this work as a 
remedy for dropfy, is the Laftuca Virofa 
of Linnaeus, or what in this country is vulgarly 
palled jlrong feented wild Lettuce. It is a very 
common plant in hedges, &c. and flowers in 
Auguft. It abounds with an acrid, bitter, 
milky juice, the fmell of which refeybles that 
of opium. We are cautioned not to confound 
it with the fonebus cleraceus , or common fozu tbijlle , 
which it refembles in the colour of its flowers, 
which are yellow, and in the fliape of its leaves, 
which are large and indented with a fpinous 
rib. ' ■ 
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Our author recommends an extra# of this 
plant prepared from its txprefled juice, which, 
after being kept in a cellar, or any other cool 
place, for four-and-twenty-hours, to prevent its 
fermenting, is to be (trained through a cloth, 
and clarified with a fufficient quantity of the 
whites of eggs, after which it is to be again fil¬ 
tered through a flannel bag, and boiled gently 
till about half of it has evaporated. It is then 
to be removed from the fire, clarified a fecpnd 
time as before, and after being again filtered, is 
to be placed over a gentle fire till it has acquired 
the confiftence of an extra#. Dr. Collin advifes 
ys to gather the plant while in flower, as its vir¬ 
tues are then in the greateft: perfe#icn. 

Twenty-four cafe§ of dropfy are related, all of 
which are faid to have been cured by the ufe of 
this medicine, one only excepted, which proved 
^fatal, but not without the patient’s having ex¬ 
perienced the ufe of the extra#. In this cafe, 
upon dific#ion, the cavities of the thorax were 
found full of water, the left lobe of the lungs 
abounded with hard tubercles, three of which 
were as large as walnuts; the liver was indu T 
rated ; tfie gall-bladder empty •, the fpleen of 
three times its ufual bulk ; the whole of the pan¬ 
creas fchirrous j the colon greatly diftended j 
and, the kidneys uncommonly foft. 
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In dropfical cafes, when the difeafe was owing 
to a gencrai laxity of the fdiids, our author found 
that much fmaller dofes of the extraft were ne- 
ceflary than in dropfies of long (landing, origi¬ 
nating from vifceral obftruftions. In the former 
he gave from eighteen grains to half a drachm a 
day. of the extract; in tHe latter, he prefcribed 
from one to three drachms in the fame fpace of 
time. He obferves, that in moft of the cafes he 
began with fmall dofes. He has conftantly 
-found it a mild remedy* perfectly agreeable to 
the ftomach. In general it leffened, or altoge¬ 
ther extinguilhed the third of which the patients 
had complained before they began to take the 
extraft. ...... . 

It commonly kept the body open, but without 
exciting a purging. It feldom failed to promote 
a copious difcharge of urine, and likewife to aft 
at the fame time as a mild diaphoretic. 

All the patients were allowed to drink freely 
of diluting liquors, while they were taking the 
kxtrafh 
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SECTION II. 

'.i 

Essays and Observations. 

* I 

I. An Account of a Bropjy cured by Blue Vitriol. 
By William Wright, M. D. Fellow of the Royal 
Cc liege of Pbyftcians at Edinburgh , and of the 
Royal Society of London . Read April 9, 

i7 Sl - . ■ 

• • . . • *...»• 

S TEPHEN Friar, a native of the ifland of 
. Madeira, aged about twenty-four years, 
was fteward of a (hip from London to Jamaica. 
Soon after his arrival at Montego-Bay, he was 
taken ill of a fever, and left affiore at fick-quar- 
ters. Captain Mercer of Liverpool offered him 
a paffage, and he was brought on board July 30, 
>777, in a very low condition. The account he 
gave me was as follows: - 

'That about the beginning of June he was 
feized with a fever, which/ netwithftanding the 
many medicines given him, did not entirely leave 
him till about ten days before he embarked. 
He complained of tightnefs about the prsecordia, 
and of a difficulty of breathing when he walked. 
He had pains in his hips and limbs, was fomc- 
jimes much griped, and Qnce in three or four 

days 
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days had a few watery (tools, which fenfibly di- 
minifhed his ftrength. His appetite was tolera¬ 
ble, his urine high coloured, and in finall quan¬ 
tity. I ordered him fome ftomachic bitters, a 
nourifhing diet from the cabin, and to (tir about 
upon deck in fine weather. 

Auguft 22d, he complained much of the pain 
in his ftomach, and of a difficulty of breathing 
when he attempted to walk upon deck. On a 
fuppofition that he might have vifceral obftruc- 
tions, I gave him two grains of mere, dulc . com¬ 
bined with half a grain of extract theb . at bed- 
'time two fucceflive nights, by which he was a 
little relieved, and returned to the ufe of the 
bitters. 

Auguft 29th, a heavy gale of contrary winds 
came on, the veffel (hipped much water, and 
our patient being badly lodged, got wet in the 
night: this occafioned a fever with head-ach, 
thirft, &c. which however went off by the ufe of 
antimonial wine and laudanum *, and he again 
took the bitters as before. 

Sept, ift.— Although this man’s appetite was 
for the moft part good, yet inftead of mendrng, 
he daily felt himfelf weaker j the tightnefs about 
the prascordia and difficulty of breathing in- 
creafed, and he appeared bloated in the face. I 

L 1 2 new 
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now obferved his legs fwelled about the ancles^ 
■which retained the imprefilon of my finger for a 
confiderable time. The fcrotum was plear and 
full of water, but no fluctuation could be felt in 
the abdomen. 

.**• t 1 * ' l* • 

I was at a lofs whether to afcribe this begin- 

.» 

ing dropfy to difeafed vifcera, or to a general 
debility of the lyitem. The former opinion 
prevailed, five grains of calomel, and three grains 
of extr. theb. were made into pills, which being 

' , . y, I, ■ * v . n D 

divided into three dofes, one dofe was taken 
every night. 

Sept. 5,-r-Thp fwelling in the legs and fcro¬ 
tum rather increafed, and there was now an evi- 
dent fluftation of water in the abdomen. On 

• \ J 

fearching the medicine box, I at fiflt found no- 
thing r that fuited my purpofe, either as a diure¬ 
tic, or tonic. • • , 

During my refidence in Jamaica, I had often 
heard of the Tuccefs of a noftrum in dropfy ufed 
by a furgeon in Montego-Bay., A friend pro¬ 
cured me fome ot the powder, and on examining 
it With the microfcope,/and tailing it, I found it 
to be compofed chiefly of wild cinnamon and 
Roman vitriol $ the latter feeming to be in po 
fmall quantity in a dofc. Neceffity now made 
• rpe 


i 
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me determine to try this doubtful remedy rather 
than none at all. 

p- Vitrioli cerglei, Corticis Winterani occiden- 
dentalis, utriufque^j. f. pulvis fubtilifiimus, 
cui adde mucilaginis G. Arabici q. f. ut fiat 
mafia Pilularum, de qua formentur pilulas 
N° xxiv. Capiat j. omni nofte hora fomni. 

Sept. 6.—He had been griped a little in tfye 
night, and had two watery ftools this morning, 
which probably would have happened, whether 
he had taken any medicine or not. I gave him 
half a grain of extr. theb. with the pill. 

Sept. 7.—He pafied more urine, and found 

himfelf rather eafier. He continued to take a 

pill night and morning, and to repeat the opiate 

at bed-time. 

> 

Sept. 9.—-During the laft two days he pafied 

abundance of urine, and had two loofe ftools a 

.* » . . 

day. The fize of the abdomen, fcrotum, aqd 
legs greatly diminifhed. He walked upon deck 
with greater freedom, and his keen appetite was 
gratified with whatever the cabin afforded. 
Since he began the ufe of this medicine, he was 
directed to drink as often as he felt himfelf 
jhirfty. 


12.—The 
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- 12.—The weather being ltormy he omitted 
his pill at bed-time, and had four watery ftools 
in the night, which fatigued him a little. -The 
fwellings were entirely gone. He had fome mut¬ 
ton broth for dinner, and feveral glades of mull¬ 
ed Port-wine through the day - t at bed-time the 
pill and opiate were repeated. 

15.—The weather continuing bad ; he had 
no medicine after the 12 th, but the fwellings had 
‘not returned*, and as his appetite continued to 
be good, he difeontinued the ufe of his medi- 
' cines. - 

Oft, 5.—The (hip arrived fafely in Liverpool 
harbour, and on the 15th I faw the patient in 
-good health, employed as a waiter in a tavern. 

From the ft\ccefs of the above medicine in 
this and other cafes I have heard of, I am of 
opinion it will fucceed in all dropfies that are not 
owing to a fixed caufe, fuch as fchirrofities of 
the liver, fpleen, mefentery, &c. and which of 
courfe will require a different treatment. 


. M . An 
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II. An Account of a Caries of the Spine, and of the 
Appearances on Diffeftion. By Samuel Foarc 
Simmons, M. D. F. R. S. Member of the Col- 
lege of Phyftcians , London , and of the Royal 
Medical Society at Paris. Read April i6, 
1781. 

• t * .. r.; . non I 

T HOMAS Mathews of Great Saint An- 
drew’s-ftreet, Seven-Dials, a thin middle- 
fized man, aged 35 years, in 1778 fell backward 
upon a large table with fo much violence as to 
break the frame of the table. No immediate 
bad confequence fucceeded this fall; but about 

four months afterwards his wife obferved that 

* 

his back grew out, and loon after this he began 
to be fenfible of a weaknefs in his lower limbs, 
which by degrees became paralytic. About that 
time he was admitted as a patient under Dr. 
Hunter, at the Weftminfter General Dilpenfary, 
and had a large iffue made on each fide of the 
tumour of the fpine, according to Mr. Pott’s 
method. The difcharge was kept open for a 
confiderable time, but without benefiting the 
patient, as the paralytic affedtion continued to 
increafe. He was then admitted into the Mid- 
dlefex Hofpitalj but to his other complaints 
there was now added a troublelbme cough, at¬ 
tended 
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tended with a copious purulent expectoration,' 
to that he Was induced to quit the hofpitaj, and 
apply again for admiflion at the Difpenfary. Iri 
coughing he fometime's expectorated portions of 
bone of the fize of a pin’s head, and fometimes 
larger. 

He continued nearly in the fame ftate, con¬ 
fined to his room ahd his bed, havihg little of 
no ufe of his legs, till Dr. Hunter’s departure 
for Jamaica in December 1780, when he became 
my patient* . . 

The curvaturd of the fpiiie, which was then 
confiderably increafed, feemed chiefly to proceed 
from the feventh dorfal vertebra.- He had like-t 
wife a tumour near the pit of'his ftomach, on 
the right fide of the fternum, which, when he 
coughed, was much diftended, fo as to be as 
large as a hen’s egg, and to the touch feemed to 
contain matter. - * 

The only medicines the patient took were a 
laxative pill occafionally to obviate coftivenels, 
and now and then an opiate to moderate his 
cough. 

About the middle of January 1781, the ab- 
fcefs at the pit of his ftomach burft, and dif- 
charged a great quantity of matter. In about & 

fortnighr 
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fortnight after this he began to find his ftrength 
abate, and on the ij/th of February died. On 
the 20th, I affifted Mr. Ford, furgeon to the 
Weftminfter Difpenfary, in opening the body. 
The abdominal vifcera afforded no other marks 

J . 

of difeafe than a preternatural adhefion of the 
liver to the peritonaeum and diaphragm*, the 
liver itfelf, the fpleen, flomach, inteftines, and 
kidneys being apparently found. The omen¬ 
tum was much wafted, as might have been ex- 
pe<fted in a fubjeft fo much emaciated. 

On raifing the fternum, no appearance of 
matter was to be feen in the thorax, but the lungs 
were difcoloured, and univerfally difeafed, ad¬ 
hering almoft every where to the pleura and 
diaphragm. The heart was found, and we found 
only a fmall quantity of water in the pericar¬ 
dium. 

After removing the heart and lungs, we dif- 
covered the principal feat of the difeafe to be in 
the body of the feventh dorfal vertebra, which 
was in a carious ftate, having an opening into 
its cavity large enough to admit a little finger. 
At the fide of this hole we found a fmaller one 
communicating with a part of the difeafed lungs 
which adhered at this place to the pleura. This 

Vol.T. N°IV. Mm -- lateral 
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lateral opening, which was juft large enough to 
admit a probe, enabled us to account for the ex- 
pe&oration of bone the patient had been occa- 
fionally fubjeft to * but for want of time, we 
could not fo fatisfa&orily trace the courfe of the 
matter difcharged near the fternum. 

The coats of the medulla fpinalis were in a 
great meafure deftroyed, and the medulla itfelf 
was furrounded with matter, and feemed to be 
in a ftate of fuppuration. 


SECTION III. 

Medical and Philosophical News, 

T HE Royal Medical Society at Paris have 
propofed the following queftion for a prize 
of fix hundred livrest “ What are the means 
** of preventing the evils to which children are 
expolpd during dentition, or of remedying 
“ them when they 1 have actually taken place ?’* 
The difiertations on this fubjeft are to be written 
either in French or Latin, and fent to M. Vicq. 
P’Azyr, fecretary to the fociety at Paris, on 
or before the firft of November 1781. 

Tbe 


•• 
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The Dutch Society of Sciences at Harlem, 
have propofed the following fubjedt for a gold 
medal: ift, “ What are the different fpecies of 
“ fluids that appear to be air, and to which 
“ the names of fixed air, dephlogifticated air, 
“ inflammable air, nitrous air, acid air, alkaline 
“ air, &c. are given j and in what refpedts do 
“ they differ from each other, and from atmo- 
“ fpheric air ? 2dly, Have each of thefe kinds 
“ of elaftic fluid fufficient affinity with at* 
“ mofpheric air to deferve to be confidered 
“ as a fpecies of air ? 3dly, How far can we 
“ determine the nature of atrriofpheric air by 
“ experiments and obfervations made with 
“ fluids ?** The diflertations on this fubjedt are 
to be fent to the fecretary of the fociety at Har¬ 
lem, before the firft of January 1782. 


Dr. Brownrigg, F. R. S. of Ormithwaite in 
Cumberland (who is well known to the lovers 
of philofophical chemiftry by feveral ingenious 
publications) in a letter to one of his friends, a 
celebrated phyfician in London, fays, that he 

Mm2 leveral 
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feveral years ago difcovered a method of con¬ 
verting a mod light, fubtile, elaftic, invifible 
fluid (namely, air) into a ponderous, palpa¬ 
ble, vifible body *, in which form, without any 
addition, he can exhibit it to the eye, and this 
in great abundance. This promifes to be a 
capital difcovery, leading to others of great 
moment; “ for which reafon”—adds the doctor 
in his letter—“ I have fat brooding over it thefe 
“ five-and-thirty years.” Being unwilling that 
this difcovery ftiould die with him, he intends 
to publifh his obfervations and experiments on 
this fubjeft, or at leaft a confiderable part of 
them, next winter. 


The late Dr. Fothergill, a little before his 
death, was prefent on a furvey at Buxton with 
two other phyficians. As the Duke of Devon- 
fliire means to make fome improvements at that 
place, they were defirous of propofing to his 
Grace, fuch as might prove conducive to health. 
— At prefent there are only two baths at 
Buxton, one for gentlemen, the other for la¬ 
dies •, and four perfons only can bathe in each 
at a time. The rule for bathing is to fet apart 
the firft hour for the gentlemen and ladies who 

lodge 
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lodge in the houfe, the fecond for thole who 
lodge in the town, and the third for the inha¬ 
bitants. The preference thus given to thofe 
who lodge in the houfe, very often occafions 
fo many to be crowded together in one apart¬ 
ment, that they fuffer as much from this clr- 
cumftance, as they gain benefit from bathing* 
The fcheme in agitation, therefore, is for every 
houfe to be furnilhed with a bath, that it may 
be no longer a monopoly. — As the natural 
heat of the Buxton water is only about 8o° of 
Fahrenheit’s thermometer. Dr. Fothergill pro- 
pofed, as a farther improvement, that it Chould 
be heated artificially io about 90°, in order 
to render it more efficacious in cutaneous dif- 
eafes. 


At a public meeting of the Royal Medical 
Society of Paris on the 6th of March, at their 
apartments in the Louvre, M. Lorry read a 
difcourfc on the odours of medicines, divided 
into five claffes ; M. Carrere communicated the 
plan of a new work on the mineral waters of 
France ; M. Defourcroy delivered fome obfer- 
vations on a new method of employing certain 
reagents in the analyfis of mineral waters *, M. 

Vicq. 


\ 
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Vicq. d’Azyr, fecretary to the fociety, pro* 
nounced the eulogium of the late M. Navier, 
phyfician at Chalons fur Marne, and fellow of 
the fociety ; M. Caille gave an account of fome 
chymical inquiries on the different proceffes em¬ 
ployed for preparing emetic tartar; the Abbe 
Teflier read a paper on a difeafe which he calls 
“ la maladie rouge,” and which has lately prov¬ 
ed fatal to a prodigious number of fheep in the 
diftridt of Sologne the bufinefs of the meeting 
ended with the reading of a paper by M. Mau- 
duyt on the effedls of eledtricity, applied to in¬ 
cubation and vegetation. 

° - r 


Mr. John Elliott, the ingenious author of 
philofophical obfervations on the fenfes of vi~ 
fion, &c. is employed in collecting and pub- 
lilhing the medical works of the late Dr. Fother- 
gill, in one volume 8vo. with an account of his 
life, and occafional notes. 


Mr. Thomas Henry of Manchefter, F. R. S. 
is about to publifh a work, entitled, M An Ac- 
“ count of a cheap and eafy method of pre- 
“ ferving Water at fea from. Putrefaction, with- 

“ out 
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u out injury to its original pleafantnefs and pu- 
rity: to which is added, a mode of impreg- 
“ nating water in large quantities with fixed 
air for medicinal ufes, on fhipboard and in 
“ hofpitals ; and likewife a procefs for the pre- 
* paration of artificial yeaft,” 


To the account already given of the late M. 
Lieutaud, in our Journal for February (page 
138) we are' now enabled to add the following 
particulars of the life of that celebrated phy- 
fician —- Jofeph Lieutaud was born at Aix in 
1703. He was the youngeft of twelve chil¬ 
dren, and was naturally of a weakly conftitu- 
tion. He was educated under his uncle Ga¬ 
briel Lieutaud, who acquired fome reputation 
as a botanift. After taking a doctor’s degree 
at Aix, he fpent feveral years at Montpelier, 
and from thence returned to his native city, 
where he procured the appointments of Pro- 
fefibr of Phyfic, and Phyfician to an hofpital, 
and foon came into extenfive practice. His 
houfe became the rendezvous of men of letters, 
who met there on dated days to converfe on 
Jiperary fubje&s. The famous Marquis d’Argens 

ufed 
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ufed often to affift at thofe meetings, and ever 
after profit fifed a friendlhip for M. Lieutaud. . 

' ' About the year 1750, he was called from Aix 
' to Verfailles to aft as phyfician to the Royal 
Infirmary, and this circumftance may be con- 
fidered as the foundation of his future good 
fortune. While he officiated in that capacity, 
he difiefted a great number of bodies, and 
publifhed his obfervations on the heart and 
bladder. He was afterwards appointed phyfi- 
ci^n to the princes of France, and in 1774 firft 
phyfician to the King, a poll not only of great 
honour, but of confiderable emolument, the 
profits of it being eftimated at upwards of 
' £ 3°°o fterling per annum. His uncle Ga¬ 
briel had bequeathed him his library which 
was confiderable. M. Lieutaud, by the ad¬ 
ditions he made to it rendered it very valuable, 
. and Monfieur, the King’s eldeft brother, gave 
him a confiderable fum for it, and left him the 
free pofleffion of it during life. M. Lieutaud 
lived in a frugal and temperate manner, and 
died fuddenly. 

Befidcs the works we formerly mentioned, 
he was author of the following-, viz. Eltmenta 
pktfiobgixy juxta folertiora , novijjimaque pbyfico- 
rum experiment a et occur ati ores anatomicorum ob- 

fervaticnes , 


$ 
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fervatiortes , concinnata . Amftelodam. 8vo. 1749. 
Praxr < 4 ? 4 a mature medic ale , 8vo. Paris, 1766. 
He was likewife the author of feveral anato¬ 
mical papers, printed in the Memoirs of the 
Royal Academy of Sciences for 175a, 1753, 
and 1754. 


PROMOTIONS, 

Mr. Kreander to be profefior of natural 
hiftory at Abo in Sweden, in the room of pro- 
feflor Kalm, who died there on the fixteenth of 

November 1779, aged fixty-three years.- 

Thomas Bowdler, M. D. of Cork-ftreet, Bur¬ 
lington Gardens, to be a licentiate of the royal 
college of phyficians, London.—April 3. Mr. 
Adam Murray of the 89th regiment of foot, 

to be furgeon to the 28 th.-Mr. Lawrence 

Scott, hofpital-mate, to be furgeon to the 87th 
regiment of foot, in the room of Mr. Henry 
"Wharton. — Mr. William Edmefon, hofpital- 
mate, to be furgeon to the 89th regiment of 
foot, in the room of Mr. Adam Murray.— 
April 22. Mr. James Wallace to be furgeon to 
the 2d regiment of horfe on the Irilh Eftablilh- 
ment, in the room of Mr. Lewis Borthwick. 

*' Vol. I. N® IV. Nn DEATHS. 



[ 282 ] 


DEATHS. 

» ' ' * ... , 

1780, Aug. 26.—John Chriftopher Pohl, 

Med. and Phil. Doft. profefior of pathology, 
and fenior member of the faculty of phyfic at 
Leipfic. 

Nitv. - At Kingfton in Jamaica, Matthew 

Powell, M. D. fellow of the royal college of 
phyficians at Edinburgh, and phyfician to the 
army. 

1781, Feb. 14.—At Leighlin Bridge, Kil¬ 
kenny, Mr. James Dowling, apothecary. 

April 3.—At Newington, near Chatham in 
Kent, Mr. William Marr, furgeon and apo¬ 
thecary. f 

7.—Mr. Thomas Luck, furgeon and apothe¬ 
cary, at Borough Green near Wrotham in Kent. 

14.—At Briftol Hot Wells, in the 27 th year 
of his age, Mr. Andrew Blackall, an inge¬ 
nious furgeon and reader of anatomy in Lon¬ 
don. He was the fon of a clergyman in the 
North of Ireland, and after ferving an appren- 
ticefhip to a furgeon in Dublin, ftudied for 
fome time at London, Edinburgh, and Paris. 
Soon after his return to Dublin in 1776, he 
was elected furgeon to an hofpital, and began to 
teach anatomy in that city, being honoured with 

the 
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the friend (hip and patronage of Dr. Cleghorn, 
Dr. Macbride, Dr. Purcell, and other phyfi- 
cians and furgeons of didinguilhed eminence. 
Upon the death of Mr. Magnus Falconar he 
was induced to remove to London, and accord¬ 
ingly began to give anatomical le&ures here iri 
1778.* The year following he erefted a con¬ 
venient theatre in Thavies Inn, Holborn, and 
was proceeding with uncommon indudry, and 
with the faired profpeft of fuccefs in his pro- 
feflional purfuits, when he was attacked with a 
difeafe of the larynx, which brought on a pul¬ 
monary confumption. He continued, however, 
to deliver his lectures till within a month before 
his death, and till his voice became too feeble to 
be heard diftin&ly by his pupils. 

tJpon diffeflion, the principal feat of the 
difeafe was found to be in the larynx, the 

whole interior furface of which, as well as 

the epiglottis and glottis, was uniformly ul¬ 

cerated ; the ulceration extended into the tra¬ 
chea, below the cricoid cartilage, but the ero- 
fion was mod confiderable upwards. The lungs, 
which adhered firmly to the pleura, were greatly 
difeafed, and the bronchi filled with an offenfive 
purulent matter. The tongue, tonfils, and uvu¬ 
la were in a found date. 

N 2 . SECTION 
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SECTION IV. 

A * m 

Monthly Catalogs*. 

J. A Treatife on Sympathy* in t%oo Parts, By 
Seguin Henry JacJdon, M. D, &c, Syq. 
London. 1781. 274 pages, 

T HIS work is written in the form of apho- 
rifrns.-—To the three general heads, or 
divifions of phyfic (phyfiology, pathology, and 
therapeiea) ufually enumerated by fyftematic 
writers, our author has added a fourth, but 
without venturing to give it a name, His words 
are as follows: “ I fhall take the liberty of 
« adding a fourth, very. lately difcovered, but 
»« of fyfficient importance to claim a place and 
“ engage our attention | namely, the doftrine 
of reftoring animation, or the vital principle, 
when apparently loft, or, * * * * * 

We leave it to the ingenious adepts jo the art 
pf gueffing to determine wha* pyr author means 
by his fix aftpriflcs. 

Speaking of the fubje& of his work, fympa- 
thy, he obferyes, (p. 5.) that “ ftie eyen gave us 
life i ftie breathed into ps when born into the 




u world i lhe prcferves our lives while in it, 
“ guards us. againft the difeafe^s of it, proves 
“ fatal to us when in excefs, and when life has 
“ not been too long apparently extinft, is capa- 
« ble of reftoring us to the world again.” And 


in another place (p. 14) he defines her to be 
« nature’s hand-maid in the conftitution and 
“ government of the animal oeconomy.” In 
p. a8, we are told, that “ an animal may have 
** an agreeable feeling, yet no fenfation of it.” 
In p. 30, he informs us, that a man in perfect 
health and vigour, who lives well, 8 cc. (hall 
* c be Jo captivated by the beauty of one woman, 
or the good fenfc and underftanding of ano- 
“ ther, as to excite a fympatby of mpreffwn from 
“ the fight of the one, and fytnpatby of confciouf. 

nefs from the company of the other ; but that 
« on the contrary, if he be lean, ftarving, &c. 

no fuch impreflion or affeflion lhall be pro- 
« duced.” Thefe fympathies of imprelfion and 
confcioufnefs from external objects require, as 
we are told in the fame page, “ a certain degree 
>* of warmth, a certain fupply of nutriment to 
“ produce them.” f 

Treating of univerfal fympathy our author 
remarks, (p. 50) that it is “ greater, if the in- 
m jury is done to a part far remote from the 
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u fupport of life, the heart, than if the part in- 
“ jured be rearer, provided the injury be the 
“ fame. The animal machine is then more 
“ confcious of inability and more alarmed. 
“ Ex. gr. If an injury be done to the toes, the 
“ conftitution becomes more affefted and dif- 
“ turbed than if a fimilar injury had been done 
“ to the Ihoulder.” ' 

In p. 74, the author fpeaks of a kind of ftone 
brought out of the “ Weft-Indies, which is faid 
“ to have a peculiar property of difeharging 
“ gravel, and of difTolving the ftone j infomuch 
«* that when laid to the wrift, it has fo forcibly 
cl expelled urine and gravel, by its violent man- 
“ ner of operating, that the fick perfon has been 
“ glad to remove it.” 

In noticing the fympathy between the foies of 
the feet and the head, he takes occafion to ob- 
ferve, that “ formerly a phyfician, who wiftied 
w to appear myftical, preferibed for the cure of 
* c the rheum, that the patient fhould walk con- 
“ tinually upon a camomile alley, (fuch was 
“ the old language) meaning thereby that he 
“ fhould put camomile into his focks.” And 
in the page following, in order to illuftrate the 
fympathy which the author fuppofes to prevail 
between the hands and the heart, we are told, 

that 
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41 eternity. 1 * He laments, and feelingly too, 
that an animal body labouring under the want 
of any free motion, is lefs happy than the hinge 
of a door. 44 Unfortunately (fays he) for the 
44 animal body, oil cannot penetrate beyond the 
44 furface, to effedl mechanically the inward 
« parts *, fortunately for the hinge, oil may pe- 
44 netrate into all its moving apparatus.’* 

* i 

In defcribing the effedts of the paflions (p.96) 
the author obferves, that, firft, 44 Fear caufeth 
44 palenefs, trembling, the landing of the hair 
44 upright, darting, and fcreeching. 2. Grief 
44 and pain caufetb fighing, fobbing, groaning, 
44 fcreaming, and roaring : they alfo caufe tears, 
44 didorting of the face, grinding of the teeth, 
* and (wearing. 3. Joy caufeth a chearfulneft 
44 and vigour in the eyes; finging, leaping, 
44 dancihg, and fometimes tears. 4. Anger pro- 
44 duces palenefs in fome, and the going and 
* 4 coming of the colour in others: alio trem- 
44 blinginfome, fwelling, foaming at the mouth, 
44 (lamping, and bending of the fid. ’5. Slight 
44 difpleafure, or diflike, caufes (baking of the 
44 head, and knitting of the brows. 6. Shame 
44 caufeth blufhing and cading down of the eyes. 
« 7. Pity caufes fometimes tears and a caft ol 
14 the eyes rifide. 8. Wonder caufeth adonifh- 

44 ment, 



« merits, and an immoveable pofture of the 
“ body, carting up of the eyes to heaven, and 
«* lifting up of the hands. 9. Laughing, though 
« 4 hardly to be confidered as a paflion, fmce it 
44 is produced by an affedlion of the mind, 
44 caufeth a dilatation of the mouth and lips; 
44 a continued expulfion of the breath; with a 
14 loud noife, which maketh the interjetrtion of 
14 laughing, fhaking of the breaft and Tides, 
“ and running of the eyes with water, if it be 
“ violent and continued. 10. Lull caufes a 
44 flagrancy in the eyes and priapifm.” 

In p. 99, we are informed, that “ the paflions 
44 of the mind are occafionally infective. Thus, 
“ (adds our author) fear and fhame are fome- 
“ times very fuddenly fo. We frequently may 
44 have occafion to fee that the ftarting of one 
44 will make another ready to ftart. Again, 
44 when one man is out of countenance in com- 
“ pany, others will often blulh in his behalf.” 

: The eyes, he obferves, are naturally difpofed 
to move in concert, fo that 44 when one eye 
44 moveth towards the nofe, the other eye mov- 
44 eth from the nofe.” But it feems that cuftom 
will deftroy this natural fympathy, fo that (as 
our author exprefles himfelf) 44 fome people 
44 will fquint when they will.”—This leads him 
' Vol. I. N° 1 V. . ‘ Oo f to 
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ta fcffer a caution to mothers and ntirfes, •“ not 
<c to fufter infants to fit with a.candle placed 
“ behind them, for both their eyes will difpofe 

to moye outwards, as afle&ing to fee the 

*■ * ». 

“ light of the candle, whifch ipay bring on the 
“ habit of fquinting.” 

Speaking of the-ftomach (p. 145) he obfenris, 
that “ feme have compared it to'a mill, others 
“ to a ftewing-pot, others to a wort trough, 

“ when all the while it mud have appeared 
ci that it was neither a mill, nor a ftewing-pot, 

“ nor a wort trough, nor any thing elle but a 

llomach.’* In page 147, it is fpoken of as 
“ the feat of Jympathy , the throne of fenftbility , to 
“ which all the' other fun&ions of the fyftem 
“ look up.’* 

Prom thefe few paffagesTeleifted from different 
parts of the work, the reader will be enabled 

, j • 

to judge of the author’s -abilities -as a medical 
writer. 

i. Cours■ ccmplet de;Chyrriie ecooomique.et 
•pratique furJa manipulation et la fermentation 
des vins, divife par .lemons, avec le decret de.Ja 
paculte de medecine de Pari?, &c. p$r M.Mau- 
pn, auteur’ de l’art des vins, &c.J. e. A Com¬ 
plete Courfe of'ceconomical and praftical chy- 
jniftk-y, on the manipulation.and fermentation of 
yt'i nes, divided intodefibns, with the decree.of' 
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the College of PhyGcians a; Paris* by :Monfibtr 
Maupin , author of thf Art of rtiaking Wiije 4 * 
&c. 8 vo. Paris, 17-80. 42 pages. <_ . ,, . 

3. Memoire fur rEle&ricite Medicale, et hit 

toire du traitement de vingt malades traces qc la 
plupart gueris par l’Eleiffricite. Par M. Mafars 
de Cazelles , Do&eur en Medecine de l’Univerfite 
de Montpelier, agrege a lafaculte de Touloufq, 
de l’Academie de Beziers, correfpondant de l|i 
Societe Royale de Medecine de Paris, I^edecin 
a Touloufe. i. e. A Memoir on Medipal Ele&rij- 
city, with an account of twenty patients treated, 
and for the moft part cured by Ele&ricity. By 
M. Mafars de Cazelles> M. D.. &c. 8vo. Paris, 
1780. 122 pages. „ , 

4. Di&ionnaire de Phyfique. Par M. Sigaud 
de Lafondy Profejfleur de Phyfique experitnea- 
tale, Memhre de la Societe Royale 4 es Science^ 
.de Montpellier, des Academies de Bayiere, 4 ? 
Valladolid, de Florence, de Peterfbourg, 8fc. i. e { 
A Dictionary of Natural Philofophy. By fyL 
tigaud de La fond, Profeflor of Experiqipntal Pht 
lofophy, &c. Paris, 1780. 4 Volurpes odayo. of 
about 700 pages each, with copper-plate^. 

The reputation of Mi. Lafond is already yefl 
fcftablifhed as a philofophical writer, by his Cottrj 
jb Pb/i^uey ip 4 volumes odavo j his tranljatipq 

9 9 2 
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of Muffenbroeck in three volumes, Quarto, and 
His other works. The prefent performance ap¬ 
pears to be extremely well executed, and of 
courfe cannot but prove a very ufcful work* 

• 5. Effai fur la generation de VHomme, par 
M. Calme , Dofteur en Mcdecine a Sezanne en 
Brie. i. e. An Effay on the generation of man, 
by M. Calme , M. D. at Sezanne in Brie. 8vo. 
Paris, 1781, 47 pages. * , 1 

Our author thinks with Ariftotle, that the 
male fumifhes the germen, and that the female 
only receives and nourifhes it. His reafoning 
is very often obfeure, and being founded wholly 
on hypothefes, and thofe not very plaufible 
ones, does not leem to be deferving of much 
attention. 

6. Avis au peuple fur les hernies ou defeentes, 
par M. Foujcls , Do&eur en Med. de l’univerfite 
de Montpellier, medecin ordinaire du grand 
confeil, ci devant med. et chir. major de la 
premiere compagnie des moufquetaires, i. e. 
Advice to the people concerning hernias or 
ruptures, by M. Foujols , M. D. &c. i2mo* 
Paris, 1781. 168 pages. v * 

The author has treated his fubjeft in a very 
fuperficial manner. He diftinguiflies different 
fpecies of ftrangulation, fuch as tlie inflamma¬ 
tory, 
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tory, the fpafmodic, See. each of which he oh* 
ferves requires a different treatment •, but he 
has omitted to point out the fymptoms that 
characterize each of thefe fpecies. 

y. Differtatio medica inaugurate de obefttate 
nimia et morbis inde oriundis. AuCtore Fred. 
C Wifi. Cul. Ebart. 4to. Gottingen, 1780. 

-.'A female child, of fmgular bulk, whom our 
author had occafion to fee, feems to have been 
his chief inducement to write on this fubjeCL 
This girl, at the age of three years, weighed 
feventy-five pounds, was near three- feet high, 
and meafured four feet round her body. Her 
breafts were equal in fize to thofe of a girt 
' of eighteen years. She was unable to retain 
her urine, and the tunica conjunctiva of her 
eyes was of a yellowifh tinge. . , 

8. Opufcules chymiques & phyfiques de M. 
Bergman, profeffeur de chymie a Upfal, re- 
cueillis, revus, et augmentes par lui-memc; 
traduits par M. de Morveau, avec des notes, i. e. 
Effays chemical and philofophical, by T. Berg¬ 
man, profeffor of chemiftry at Upfal, collected, 
revifed, and augmented by himfelf; tranflated 
by M. de Morveau, with notes.- Vol. Iff. 8vo. 

Dijon/1780. • 1 

This 
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* This is an accurate tranflation, and • thse notes 
are extremely judicious. M. de Morveau prd- 
mifes foon to favour the public with a fecond 
volume. 

• 9. Praktifche Materia Medica, von C. F. Mel- 

lins . 8vo. Altenburg, 1779, 303 pages. 

This work contains fhort accounts of fudi 
fimple medicines as have been found really effi¬ 
cacious in pradtice. 

10. J. G. Zinn , M. D. Defcriptio anatomic* 
oculi humani icontbiis- illuftrata, nunc altferk 
vice edita, et necdfario fupplemento novifqite 
tabulis audta ab H. A. Wrijbcrg , M. D. et ana¬ 
tom. prof.' Goetdng®, 4to. 1780, 248 pages, 
with 7 copperplates. 

.t'l* J. H. Rabtty M. D. Adverfaria medico 
pradtica, Tomus I. 8vo. Turici, 1779, 408 
pages. 

This firft volume contains only one article, 
which is the cinchona cjjicin. L. or Peruvian 
Bark. On this fubjedt the author with great 
induftry and judgment has colledted every thing 
that has been written by former writers concern¬ 
ing it. He firft gives its natural hiftory, and 
then treats of its medicinal virtues. 

12. Efiai fur les eaux minerales ferrugineufefc 
de Spa, i. e . An efiay on the chalybeate mineral 


waters 
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y^ters of Spa, by M. Sanberg y M. D, phyfician 
at Spa. i2mo. Liege, 1780, 210 pages. 

13. Doftoris Francifci Cremadells in Archy- 
nofocomio fandti fpiritus urbis medici fecundarii 
Nova Phyfiologiqp Elementa. -8vo. Romas, 164 
pages. ' • , " • 

This work is founded chiefly on the-doftrines 
delivered by a M. Barthez at Montpellier, who 
afcribes all the phasnomena of animal life to a 
principium vitale , as Van Helmont did to his 
ArcbeuSi Thus, in the volume before us we 

* i V 4 ** 1 . 

are told, that the caufe of refpiration is owing 
to this principle, which produces in the new¬ 
born animal what our author calls “ automatica 

^ i 4 4 

“ aeris appetentia,” a fort of inftin&ive craving 
for air, which is perpetually renewed during life. 
He feems to think, however, that by degrees the 
principittm vitale may be reconciled to the car¬ 
rying on life without refpiration, dnd accord¬ 
ingly informs us page’79, that “ Exempla non 
4< defunt quibus probabile redditur fere omninb 
“tolili pofie neceflltatem aeris refpiratione reno- 
“ vandr quin vita adimatur.” 

14. Obfervations medical and political, on 
the fmall-pox and inoculation, and on the de- 
creafe of mankind at every age ; with a compa¬ 
rative view of the difeafes mod fatal to London 
i7r V» f t * >. ^ , l. . » 

*' durin 
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during ninety years. Including an attempt to 
demonftrate in what manner London may fave 
near two thoufand. Great Britain and Ireland be¬ 
tween twenty and thirty thoufand, and Europe- 
about three hundred and ninety thoufand lives, 
annually. By IV. Blacky M. D. 8vo. London,- 
1781, 2O2 pages. 

This pamphlet appears to be the production > 
of fome friend to the Difpenfary lately eftabltfh- 
ed for Inoculating the poor at their own habita¬ 
tions, the chief aim of the writer feeding to be. 
to oppofe Baron Dimfdale’s objections to this 
plan i but we do not perceive that he has ad-, 
vanced any new arguments on the fubje&. His • 
obfervations on the decreafe of mankind, and on . 
the Bills of Mortality, are taken from Dr. Price 
and other political writers. His fcheme for fav- 
ing three hundred and ninety thoufand lives an¬ 
nually to Europe, is fimply a propofal to eradi¬ 
cate the fmall-pox from Europe by a general 
inoculation ; “ to bani/h it to its original birth- 
“ place in either Arabia or India, and to fet up. 
“ barriers againft its return and communication,. 
u as in cafes of plague.” 

, 4 ? $ %*. ... 
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I. The Works of Alexander Monro, M. D. 
F. R. S. Fellow of the Royal College of Phy- 
cians , and late Profefjor of Medicine and Ana¬ 
tomy in the Univerfity of Edinburgh . Publijhed 
by his Son , Alexander Monro, M. D. Prefident 
of the Royal College of Phyficians , and Profejfor 
of Medicine and of Anatomy and Sdrgery in the 
Univerfity of Edinburgh. To which is prefixed , 
the Life of the Author. 4to. Edinburgh 1781, 
79 j. pages, with eight * copper plates. 

T HE late Dr. Monro, befides his ana¬ 
tomy of the bones and nerves, was 
the author of a great number of other 
ingenious produ&ions, molt of which were ori- 
Vol. I. N° V. P p ginally 

• Oneof thefe is an engraving, executed by Mr. Bafire, 
from an excellent portrait of the author, by Allan Ramfay* 
Efq. 
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ginally publifhcd in the Edinburgh medical 
jE flays. It gives us pleafure to fee all the work? 
of this juftly celebrated writer, brought together 
in a collection like the prefent. To thofe print¬ 
ed formerly under his own infpe&ion, the editor 
Jias added two pieces. One of th^fe is an ora¬ 
tion de Cuticula Humana , delivered by him above 
forty years ago in the Univerfity of Edinburgh, 
in which many curious circumftances are de- 
feribed that had efcaped the obfervation of for¬ 
mer anatomifts, particularly the appearance of 
the fibres that conned the cuticula to the cutis 
vera j the other piece is An Ejfay on comparative 
Anatomy , compofed from notes taken at his 
lecture? and publifhed in 1744, but without his 
knowledge. In the prefent edition, the errors 
that had crept into the furreptitious impreffion 
of that efiay are correded, and fome few addi¬ 
tions made to it from obfervations collected by 
the author with a view to a larger work on the 
fubjed, but which, by various avocations, he 
?vas prevented from profecuting. 

Beiides the pieces here publifhed, it feems 
that he left feveral manuferipts on different ana¬ 
tomical and pradical fubjeCts, which, from their 
not being inferted, were probably not deemed 

fufficienriy 
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fufficiently interefting or perfect for the public 
eye. Of thefe the principal are, A Hijiory of 
anatomical Writers—An Encheirefis Anatomica — 
Heads of many of bis Lectures—A Treatife on 
Wounds and Tamours—Obfervations on fome Parts 
of Heifer's Surgery. 

For the gratification of our readers, we (hall 
extract the following particulars from the ac¬ 
count of the author written by his fon Dr. 
Donald Monro, and prefixed to the prefent col¬ 
lection. 

His father, who was the youngeft of two fons 
of Sir Alexander Monro of Bearcrofts, was bred 
to phyfic and furgery, and ferved for fome time 
as a furgeon in the army under King William 
in Flanders. He married Mifs Forbes, niece to 
Mr. Forbes of Culloden, and for fome years 
fucceffively obtained leave of abfence from the 
army in winter, and refided with his wife in 
London, where his fon Alexander was born on 
the 8th of September, O. S. 1697. About 
three years after that period he quitted the army, 
and went to fettle as a furgeon at Edinburgh, 
where he foon came into extenfive practice. 

The fon (hewed an early inclination to the 
ftudy of phyfic; and his father, after giving 
him the belt education that Edinburgh then 

p p 2 afforded. 
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afforded. Tent him fucceffively to London, Paris, 
and Leyden, to improve himfelf further in his 
profeflion. 

At London he attended the ledtures of Meff. 
Hawkfbee and Whifton on experimental philo- 
fophy, and the anatomical demonftrations of 
Mr. Chefelden. He at the fame time employed 
himfelf much in diffedlion *, and having been 
admitted a member of a fociety of young phy- 
ficians and furgeons, who by rotation delivered 
difeourfes on the ufes of the different organs, 
he read to them the firft fketch of his general 
account of the bones, which he afterwards pub- 
lifhed. 

He fent a great many anatomical preparations 
to his father, who depofited them in the cabinet 
• of curiofities which was then kept at Surgeons 
Hall in Edinburgh, and Mr. Adam Drummond, 
who was nominal profeflor of anatomy to the 
Surgeons Company, was fo well pleafed with 
thofe fpecimens of his abilities, that he promifed-v 
to refign in his favour as foon as he Ihould re¬ 
turn to Edinburgh. 

From London he went to Paris, and from 
thence in 1718 to Leyden, where he ftudied 
under the great Boerhaave, who foon conceived 

a high 
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a high opinion of his talents, and wrote very fa¬ 
vourably of him to his friends. 

On his return to Edinburgh in 1719, he was 
appointed profeffor of anatomy to the Surgeons 
Company. Soon after this, his father prevailed 
on him to read fome public ledtures on ana¬ 
tomy, and to illuftrate them by (hewing the pre¬ 
parations he had fent home from abroad; and 
without his knowledge, invited the Prefident 
and Fellows of the College of Phyficians, and 
the whole Company of Surgeons, to honour the 
firft day’s ledture with their prefence. This un- 
expedted company threw him into fuch confu- 
fion, as to make him entirely forget the words 
of the difcourfe he had written and committed 
to memory. _ Having left his papers at home, 
he’was at a lofs for fome little time what to do; 
but having a ready prefence of mind, he imme¬ 
diately began to (hew fome of the anatomical 
preparations, in order to gain a little time for 
recolledtion ; and very foon refolved not to re¬ 
peat the difcourfe he had written, but to exprefs 
himfelf in fuch words as (hould occur to him 
from the fubjedl, which he was confident he 
underftood. The experiment fucceeded; he de¬ 
livered himfelf well, and gained great applaufe 
as a good and ready fpeaker. After this, being 

perfuaded 
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perfuaded that words expreflive of his meaning 
would always occur in fpeaking on a fubjedt 
which he underftood, he never during his whole 
life-time attempted, in teaching, to repeat the 
words of any written difcourfe, but fpoke from 
memory, and exprefied himfelf eafily, and even 
elegantly, in l'uch words as flowed from the 
fubje< 5 t. 

In 1720, Dr. Alfton, then a young man, 
began at the requeft of our author’s father to 
give public ledtures on botany; Dr. Monro un¬ 
dertaking at the fame time to teach anatomy 
and furgery. Thefe were the firft regular 
courfes of ledtures on any of the branches of 
phyfic that had ever been read at Edinburgh, 
and may be confidered as the foundation of that 
medical fchool which has fince acquired fuch re¬ 
putation all over Europe. Soon after that pe¬ 
riod, ProfdTorlhips of Anatomy and Phyfic were 
inftituted in the Univerfity, and filled by our 
author, and by Drs. Sinclair, Rutherford, Innes, 
and Plummer; the Profeflbrfhip of Materia Me- 
dica and Botany, which Dr. Alfton then held, 
having been added to the Univerfity many years 
before. 

The plan for a medical education at Edin¬ 
burgh was ftill incomplete without an hofpital; 

a fcheme 
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a fcheme was therefore propofed by Mr. Monro, 
fen. and others, for erecting one, and our author 
publifhed a pamphlet, fetting forth the advanta¬ 
ges that would attend fuch an inftitution. In a 
Ihort time a fmall houfe was fitted up for the 

purpofe; and fome years afterwards the Royal 
Infirmary was eredted. 

In order to make the hofpital of ftill further 
ufe to the ftudents, our author frequently, while 
he continued profefior of anatomy, gave lectures 
on the furgical cafes j and in the year 1748, 
Dr. Rutherford began to deljver clinical ledtures 
in the holpital. 

From the time of his being received into the 
Univerfity, till the time of his refigning in fa¬ 
vour of his fon the prefent profefior, a period 
of near forty years, he regularly every winter 
gave a courfe of ledtures on anatomy and fur- 
gery, which lafted from Odtober to May; and 
fo great was the reputation he had acquired, 
fhat ftudents flocked to him from the moft 
fliftant parts of his Majefty’s dominions. 

After he quitted the anatomical chair, he ftill 
continued to read clinical ledtures at the hof- 
pital, and to execute with the ftridteft pundlua- 
lity the duties of feveral engagements both of a 
pivil and political nature; for befides being a 

Diredtor 
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Dire&or of the Bank of Scotland, he was a 
Juftice of the Peace, a Commiflioner of High 
Roads, &c. 

He had the fatisfattion of affording to an 
aged father, every comfort that a man in the de¬ 
cline of life can well enjoy. The father, per¬ 
fectly at eafe with regard to the neceflarics and 
conveniencies of life, faw with the utmoft plea- 
fure an affectionate fon, efteemed and regarded 
by mankind, the principal aCtor in the execu¬ 
tion of his favourite plan, the founding a femi- 
nary of medical education in his i?ative coun¬ 
try : and three years after the firft ffone of the 
new hofpital was laid, ended his days in a calm 
retreat at a pleafant country feat which his fon 
had purchafed in the county of Berwick.—The 
fon, who furvived him near thirty years, had the 
fatisfaCtion to behold this feminary of medical 
education frequented yearly by three or four 
hundred fludents, and to fee it arrive at a de¬ 
gree of reputation exceeding his moll fanguine 
hopes. 

In the beginning of the year 1725, our au¬ 
thor married Mifs Ifabella Macdonald, fecond 
daughter of Sir Donald Macdonald of Mac¬ 
donald in the Ifle of Sky, Baronet, by whom 
he had eight children, four of whom died 

young j 
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ybung ; the other four are dill living, vi2. Johft 
Monro, Efq-,-of Auchinbowie, Advocate, Conn- 
fellor at Law ; Dr. Donald Monro, Phyfician 
in London j Dr. Alexander Monro, editor of 
the work before us •, and Mrs. Philp, wife to 
James Philp, El'q-, Judge of the Court of Ad¬ 
miralty for Scotland.-—To them our author 
proved a mod afffcdlionate father. Irt theif 
youth he not only fUperlntertded their educa¬ 
tion, but was himfelf their matter in feveral 
branches j and when they grew Up, he made 
them his companions and friends. 

Dr. Monro was a man of a ftrorig mulcuiaf 
make, of a middle ftature, and pofiefled of 
great ftrength and a&ivity of body j but fub- 
je< 5 t for many years to a fpittlng of blood on 
catching the lead cold, and through his whole 
life to frequent inflammatory fevers i which he 
ufed to attribute to the too great care his pa¬ 
rents took of him in his youth, and to their 
having had him regularly blooded twice a year, 
which in thofe days was looked upon as a great 
prefervative of health. 

In the year 1762, he was attacked with the 
epidemical catarrhal fever called inf.tlcnza , at¬ 
tended with pain and uneaflnefs in making water 
and going to ftool, which remained ever after 

Vol. I. N°V. Q^q ( during 
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during his life, and were the firft fymptoms of 
that long and painful diiorder, a fungous eroding 
ulcer of the rettum and bladder, which put an 
end to his life. The diforder increafed by flow 
degrees, and from May 1766 to July 10th 1767, 
the day on which he died, gave him fo conftant 
and great pain, that he had little refpite from it 
except by the power of opium. 

The author in a letter to his fon Dr. Donald 
Monro, dated June 11, 1766, gave the following 
account of his cafe : 

“ Dear Donald, 

« I am at prefent confined to the houfe, after 
“ a fevere feverilh diforder. My date has been 
« fuch for fome years paft, that I have expe&ed 
« to be laid afide from bufinefs, and that my 
“ life will not be of long duration ; but I fhall 
« little regret my difmiffion from this world, if 
« you are all once in an eafy way of Jiving. 
« My cafe is this: In May 1762 ,1 had the epi- 
n demic influenza, which affedled principally 
« c the parts in my pelvis, fo that I had a diffi- 
“ culty and fharp pain in making water and 
“ going to ftool. My belly has never fince been 
“ in a regular way, palling fometimes for feveral 
“ days nothing but bloody mucus, and that with 
a confiderable tenefmus ; then after fufl'ering fe- 

“ vere 
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* 4 vere gripes, difcharging as much feces as I 
“ would have done formerly in a week, without 
“ fcybala or water. Several times thefe gripes 
44 produced fomething very like to the iliac 
“ paffion ; to wit, a fevere fixed pain, three 
4 * inches below the navel, and a little to the left 
“ fide, with fmart fever, vomiting &c. By 
“ blood-letting, and the ufe of cooling and lax- 
“ ative medicines and clyfters, &c. thefe firft 
violent attacks were in a great meafure got 
“ the better of, but left behind them an irregu- 
“ larity and ftoppage of ftools. About a year 
“ ago I was attacked with a frequent defire of 
“ making water, attended with heat and pain j 
44 and the frequent calls to thefe difcharges made 
“ me decline being engaged in company. Lad 
44 harvefl I happened to obferve my urine to be 
“ of a very red colour; and on examining it 
“ found fmall knots of mucus and blood mixed 
“ with it, in which way it has continued ever 
“ fince. I found no change from diet, or any 
“ medicines I took, which were laxative, mild, 
“ mucilaginous deco<5lions, bark, flowers of ful- 
“ phur, uva urfi, &c. About a fortnight ago 
M I had the addition of a fwelling and inflam- 
44 mation of my right tejlis y the pain of which 
4< was removed by bleeding and emollient fo- 
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V mentations and cataplafms, though a little of* 
** the fuelling ftill continues. No external 
“ haemorrhoids appear, and, fo far as the finger 
“ can reach, there are no tubercles nor hard 
“ knots within the redtum. 

“ You know I was always fubjedt to feverifh 
tc diforders-, and had feveral times the haemoptoe 
“ in my early manhood, and afterwards had fe- 
veral times the piles; and fome bloody evacu- 
ations have been made by (tool fince the yean 
“1762. I never had any uneafinefs in my kid- 
neys, and have no right to gout or gravel either 
iC f ro *Ti my parents or from my own way of life. 

What do you think may be the diforder, and 
“ proper method of cure ? 

“ Whatever may be my fate, believe me that 
“ your welfare will ever be one of my great 
i‘ cpncerns. 

“ I am your’s affedtionately, 

“ Alex. Monro.” 
After this, variety of medicines were recom- 
jnended to him, but all without effedt; his dif- 
order gained ground daily, with an increafe of 
pain arjd uneafinefs, attended with various fymp- 

f , ^ ^ times, v ! z - PM r ging, fainting fits, 

coftivpnefs, difficulty of making water. See. He 
pafied for fbmfi time blood and mucus, and thin 

matter 
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matter likewife mixed with his water; and 
fome time before his death, the urine ufed to be 
mixed with air and excrement, and frequently it 
came away by ftool. 

During this long and painful diforder he never 
once repined at his fate, but confcious of having 
adted an upright part, and of having fpent his 
life in the conftant exercife of his duty, he viewed 
death without horror, and talked of his own dilfo- 
lution with the fame calmnefs and eafe as if he 
had been going to deep. 

On opening his body after death, there were 
found a preternatural adhefion of the return to 
the upper and back part of the bladder; a fun¬ 
gous ulcerous appearance, two fingers breadth, 
occupying the whole circle of the rectum, in 
which the difeafe probably began ; and an open¬ 
ing, above an inch in diameter, from the redtum 
into the top of the bladder, which laft was other- 
wife found. 

Of the works of our author the firft and 
greateft is his treatife on the anatomy of the 
bones; which was originally publilhed in the 
year 1726, for the ufe of the ftudents who at¬ 
tended his ledtures. In this performance he has 
not confined himfelf to a mere defcription of the 

bones, 
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bones, but has added many practical obfervations. 
It pafied through eight different editions during 
his life-time, and was tranflated into moft of the 
European languages ; and the french edition in 
large folio by M. Sue is adorned with mafterly 
engravings of the bones. 

To the later editions of his ofteology he an¬ 
nexed a neurology , or anatomy of the nerves, in 
which he defcribes minutely the larger branches 
of the particular nerves j avoiding the defcription 
of the very minute branches, as being apt to 
confound young ftudents, for whofe improve¬ 
ment he wrote. In this treatife he alfo men¬ 
tioned moft of the prevailing opinions concern¬ 
ing their ftrufture and ufe ; and endeavoured to 
account for many fymptoms obferved in difeafes 
from their fympathy and mutual connexion. 
He added to this work a defcription of the re¬ 
ceptacle of the chyle and thoracic dudh 

Soon after the eftablifhment of the hofpital, a 
fociety was formed for colletting and publifhing 
Medical Efiays, and they appointed Dr. Monro 
to be their fecretary. For the firft year the mem¬ 
bers attended the meetings, and revifed and made 
remarks on the papers prefented to them but 
after the publication of the firft volume in 1732, 
they grew remifs in their attendance, fo that very 

foon 
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foon the whole of the colle&ion fell upon the 
fecretary. 

After the publication of fix volumes of thofe 
Efiays, the plan of the fociety was enlarged by 
receiving philofophical as well as medical papers, 
and it afiumed the title of The Philosophical 
Society. The meetings were interrupted by 
the rebellion in 1745, but revived again in 1752, 
[when our author became one of their vice-prefi- 
dents. In the two firft volumes of E/Jays and 
Obfervations Pbyjical and Literary , publifhed by 
this fociety, we find feveral papers written by our 
author, which, together with his numerous pieces 
inlerted in the Medical Efifays, are reprinted in 
the prefent collettion. 

His lafl publication was his Account of the Sue - 
ccfs of Inoculation in Scotland j which was origi¬ 
nally written in anfwer to the delegates of the fa¬ 
culty of phyficians at Paris appointed to examine 
into the merits of that pra&ice. It was after¬ 
wards publilhed at the defire of fbme of his 
friends, and had a good effeft in rendering this 
very ufeful pra&ice more univerfa) than it had 
formerly been in Scotland. 


II. Chemical 
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II. Chemical Obfervations and Experiments on Ait' 
and Fire. By Charles William Scheele, Mem¬ 
ber of the Royal Academy at Stockholm , with a 
prefatory Introduction by Torbern Bergman. 
I’ranjlated from the German , by J. R. Forfler, ? 
L. L.D. F. R» S. and S. A. Member of feve- 
ral learned Societies and Academies in Europe. 

To which are added Notes by Richard Kirwan, 
Efq j F. R. S. With a Letter to him from Jofeph 
Prieftley, L. L. D. F. R. S. 8vo. London* 
260 pages. 

M R. Scheele is already known to the world 
by his ingenious difeoveries relating to 
manganefe, cream of tartar, the acid of arfenic* 
&c. ' In the volume before us he has attempted 
a more lofty, though perhaps a lels fuccefsful 
flight. 

He begins his performance with fome experi¬ 
ments which tend to prove, that befides aereal 
acid, “ the air of the atmofphere is a compound 
of two kinds of elaftic fluids.” He finds, with 
other enquirers, that, by phlogiftic procefies, air 

is diminiflied/ But his explanation of this phe- 

» . 

norrjenon 14 very different from that of any other 
philolppffer.- 
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It has been imagined by fome that the fame 
Quantity of air is contracted in bulk by combina¬ 
tion with the phlogifton. By others, that the 
part of the air loft is abforbed by the inflammable 
fubftance expofed to it. But our author takes 
it for granted that the air is abfolutely loft, or 
deftroyed. “ I will prove (fays he) that by its 
<l combination with the inflammable principle, 
“ a compound is formed fo fubtle as to pafs 
“ through the fine pores of the glafs, and dif- 
“ perfe all over air.” In fine, that fire, or the 
matter of heat, is the refult of their combi¬ 
nation. 

Our author difcovered, independent of the 
ingenious Dr. Prieftley, that dephlogifticated air 
was obtainable from nitre, and alfo from manga- 
nefe, by diftillation. To this air he had given 
the name of empyreal air , by reafon of its pro¬ 
perty of maintaining combuftion. But in his 
theory of the origin of this air he differs widely 
from the philofopher juft now mentioned. 

As heat or fire is a compound of this air, and 
phlogifton, fo he contends that in fome cafes, it 
is again decompofed, and refolved into its confti- 
tuent principles. w The heat employed in the 
“ diftillation of nitre, for example, is compofed of 
“ empyreal air, and the phlogifton of the tolls. 
Voj., I. N° V. R r “ It 
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“ It penetrates the cupel, the fand, and the re- 
“ tort, where it meets with the nitrous acid, a 
“ fubftance attra&ing more powerfully thephlo- 
“ gidon, than the air does which is united with it; 
“ confequently the heat is decompofed. The ni- 
“ trous acid acquires a red colour by union with 
“ its phlogidon, and the air, which had been di- 
“ vided into incomprehenfibly minute parts, reaf- 
“ fumes its former quality, and appears under the 
“ form of empyreal air.” The author is fo far 
from confidei ing this as a merehypothefis, that he 
is convinced by experiments, made in conlequence 
of it, that it is “ one of the cleared of truths ! ** 

On this principle he accounts for the reduction 
of metallic calces by heat. The calx attra&s 
the phlogidon of the heat, and thereby becomes 
a metal; the 'empyreal air remaining in its pure 
date on the furface.—The received, and in our 
opinion more proper explanations of thefe phe¬ 
nomena are, we conclude, too well known to our 
readers to need mentioning. 

One part of this empyreal air, and three of 
foul (or, as Doctor Priedley terms it, phlogifti- 
cated) air, conditute, according to our author, 
the common air of the atmoiphere. By mixing 
them in this proportion he found that the pro- 
poaies of the compounds were in all refpefts the 
• * . fane. 
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fame. Their diminution, on expofure to phlo 
giftic procdfes, he afcribes to the converfion of 
the empyreal air (by means of the phlogifton of 
the inflammatory body) into heat. And his ex¬ 
periments fhew that the quantity of air loft in 
thefe cafes is exaCtly equal to that of the empy¬ 
real air which the compound contained. 

He obferves, that if the procefs proceeds ra¬ 
pidly, the heat generated by the combination of 
the empyreal air with the phlogifton is very great, 
as happens in combuftion. Where it goes on 
more flowly, the heat is lefs apparent, or even 
in fen Able. 

The author next proceeds to relate fome curi¬ 
ous obfervations which point out a difference 
in the phenomena of heat that have not hitherto 
been generally noticed. Thefe obfervations tend 
to (hew that in combuftion, when fire or heat is 
generated very rapidly, it pafies off, like light, in 
right lined directions. It is however different 
from light: a pane of glafs tranfmits the light, 
but not the heat. The light may be reflected 
by a plane mirror : but the heat will remain in 
the glafs. A polifhed metal plate, however, re¬ 
flects both the beat and the light ; and (contrary 
to what happens with glafs) the metal does not 
grow warm. A focus may be formed with a 

Rr 2 concave 
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concave metallic mirror wherein fulphur may be 
kindled, and the mirror* by reafon that it refledts 
the heat, does not for a long time become warm j 
whereas if its furface be blackened with a 
candle, “ you cannot keep it five minutes 
“ in the fame fztuation without burning your 
“ fingers.” 

“ If you reflefl the heat with a poliflied 
“ metal plate, to another fpot, you may, at 
“ the diftance of fix feet, form a focus with 
“ it which has fenfible heat. But if you col- 
“ left, with a concave mirror, the light re- 
“ flefted by a glafs mirror, the focus will 
“ be very bright, but dpftitute of all heat.” 

The author gives feveral other obfervations 
on this fubjeft, and among the reft, that this 
radiant heat (as he very properly terms it) 
is not lefiened by a current of colder air. 

His next inquiry is concerning the nature of 
light. He produces feveral experiments, from 
which he concludes that light contains phlo« * 
gifton.—And in fpeaking of the redudtion of 
Luna cornua by light, obferves, that it is fooneft 
reduced by the violet rays. He contends, that 
light is nothing more than heat or fire combined 
with a greater quantity of phlogifton j and on 
the fame principle he accounts for the different 

colours 
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colours of light. He proceeds further, and 
afierts, that if empyreal air be combined with 
a (till greater quantity of phlogifton than is ne- 
ceflary to conftitute light, inflammable air is 
produced. 

The author attempts to explain feveral chy- 
mical phenomena upon thefe principles. But 
as the theory is evidently ill founded, it will be 
unneceflary for us to follow him through this 
part of his work. 

The phenomena exhibited by aurum fuhni- 
nanSj is alfo a fubjcft of Mr. Scheele’s inquiry; 
and he endeavours tJo fhew, that they depend on 
the volatile alkali. The earth of gold decom- 
pofes this alkali, by depriving it of part of its 
phlogifton. The remainder is an air fimilar to 
phlogifticated airj and this, by refuming its 
elaftic ftate, is, he imagines, the caufe of the 
explofion. 

The author now returns to the fubjeft of air, 
and produces experiments from which he con¬ 
cludes, that empyreal air is capable of being 
Converted into aerial acid or fixed air. He 
confiders empyreal air as an elaftic acid, dul¬ 
cified with phlogifton. If the phlogifton be 
taken from it, it again appears under the form 
pf an acid j and hence he confiders this air as 

thQt 
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the foundation of all acidity. Dr. Prieflley and 
others arc of opinion, that phlogifton is commu¬ 
nicated to the air in the lungs. But Mr. Scheele 
maintains the reverfe of this do&rine. The 
blood, according to him, attracts phlogifton 
from the air. The juices of vegetables do the 
fame in a more powerful manner. The latter, 
therefore, by taking from the air a greater 
quantity of the inflammable principle, reduces 
it to aerial acid ; whereas blood, attradling that 
principle lefs powerfully, converts the empyreal 
air only into phlogifticated air. This kind of 
air, therefore, he confiders as in a middle ftate 
between fixed, and empyreal airs ; and fuppofes 
that the three kinds differ from one another 
only in their containing a greater or lefs quan¬ 
tity of phlogifton. 

The fallacy of this do&rine, we imagine, will 
be fufficiently obvious to our philofophical rea¬ 
ders. An experiment which the author brings 
in confirmation of it (viz. of his having breathed 
inflammable air a great number of times, and 
yet wondering that he could not breathe it ftill 
longer) has been fliewn by the Abbe Fontana to 
have been founded in error. 

Mr. Scheele has difeovered a very ready and 
ingenious method of detecting the prefence of 

empyreal 
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empyreal air in 'water. “ I take (fays he) an 
“ ounce of the water, and let fall into it about 
“ four drops of a folutioa of vitriol of iron, 
“ and add two drops of a folution of fait of 
“ tartar fomewhat diluted wirh water. It im- 
mediately yields a dark green precipitate, 
“ which in a couple of minutes changes into 
** yellowijhy if the water contains empyreal air.” 
—If there be no change from green to yellow, 
it argues that the water is free from this air. 
The yellow colour is orcafioned by the phlo- 
gifton of the precipitate being attracted from it 
by the empyreal air. 

After applying his erroneous theory of hear, 
&c. to a variety of phenomena, Mr. Scheelc 
concludes his performance with deferibing a new 
fpecies of air which he has difeovered, and 
which he calls ftinking fulpbureous air. It is ob¬ 
tained by mixing powdered quicklime with an 
equal quantity of fulphur, applying a red heat, 
and catching the air in bladders; and may alfo 
be procured by other methods. It is with this 
air, if we remember right, that Mr. Bergman 
makes the artificial hot mineral water, as the 
Pyrmont and others are made, with fixed air. 

Mr. Kirwan the ingenious annotator on this 
performance, at the fame time that he allows 

his 
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his author all the merit that the new fafls 
contained in his work entitles him to, has with 
equal candour and ability expofed his miftakes 
in theory. 

Dr. Prieftley in his letter to Mr. Kirwan, 
at the end of the book, examines the differ¬ 
ences of opinions and fafts, between himfelf 
and Mr. Scheele, particularly with regard to the 
purification of air by vegetables growing in it, 
the contrary of which is maintained by Mr. 
Scheele. Thefe points will, we imagine, be 
more fully difcufied in Dr. Prieflley’s fifth vo¬ 
lume of Experiments, which we hear will foon 
be made public. Profeffdr Bergman’s preface 
is chiefly on the beft means of profecuting in¬ 
quiries in chemiftry, and on the advantages de* 
rivable from that ufeful art. 


III. Miscellaneous Surgical EJfays , by J. L. 
Schmucker. (Continued from page 24 6.) 

XV. X N this paper feveral cafes are related 
Jl by Mr. Schumacher. The firft is a 
cafe of fiftula in ano, that extended an inch 
within the re&um. After performing the ope¬ 
ration ufual in fuch cafes, our author difcovered 

an 
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an opening, that afforded a paffage to the urine. 
He introduced a probe into this channel, and 
dilated it as far as the bladder. A fmart fever 
fucceeded this operation, and lafted ten days, 
during which time not a drop of urine was dif- 
charged through the urethra. Another fiftula 
of nine inches in length was difeovered running 
towards the buttock, and for this alfo the ufual 
operation was had recourfe to. After the fever 

and inflammation had fubflded, the urine began 

* / . • 

again to take its natural courfe through the 
urethra, and at length it entirely ceafed to flow 
through the wounds. 

In another patient, Mr. Schumacher extracted 
a polypus from the nofe, that weighed three 
ounces and a half, and extended a conflderablc 
way into the fauces. The profufe haemorrhage 
occafioned by the removal of this mafs, was 
(topped by injecting the following liquor: 0r. 
Bol. armen. pp. face. catuchu. terrae figil- 
lat. aa ?fs. limat. clavellator. 3vj. M. affunde 
fpir. vin. redificatiffim. fej. digere per tres dies 
Ct cola. 

Mr. Schumacher fpeaks of a third cafe, in 
which the (kin of the ferotum and penis, after 
having been deftroyed by a gangrene of thofe 
parts, was completely renewed. 

Vol. L N® V. S s Thfc 
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Th? author next mentions the hiftory of a pa¬ 
tient, who, after having been for feveral years 
much troubled with the haemorrhoids, became 
melancholic, and occafionally fubjed to deli - 
quium anitni. He had a conftant trembling of 
his right kg, and at length fymptoms of apo¬ 
plexy, which ended in death, On difledion, a 
fteatomatous tumour was found between the 

» , r # 

dura and pia mater, that weighed three ounces. 

The laft cafe related by Mr. Schumacher, is 
that of a patient whofe complaints originated 
from a wound with a broad fword, that pene¬ 
trated through the os bregmatis to the brain. 
The wound healed, but left the patient fubjed 
to vertigo and head-ache. During fixteen years, 
however, he enjoyed a tolerable date of health, 
relieving his head-ache by occafional venasfec- 
tionsf At the end of that time he began to be 
fubjed to apoplexy, which at length terminated 
fatally. On difiedion, it was difeovered that 
the wound of the parietal bone was not clofed 

, • * i • * • * • 

as had been fuppoled, but was open through its 
whole length. The cortical fubftance of the 
brain was of a gelatinous texture the medul¬ 
lary fubftance ha^rd, and abounding with large 
blood vefiels *, the ventricles were filled with 
coagulated blood and ferum, and the left ver\ r 
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tricle contained a fteatomatous tumour of the 
fizc of a nutmeg* 

XVI. A Cafe of Hemiplegia , occaftoned by Blood 
extravafated within the Cranium , by Mr. Wurm. 
We have here the cafe of a foldier, who often 
loft his underftanding for a fliort fpace of time. 
Previous to the paroxyfm, he conftantly com¬ 
plained of a particular fenlation over the margin 
of the left orbit. It was at length difcovered, 

^ that about three weeks previous to thefe attacks, 
' he had received a violent contufion over his left 
eye; and on examining the part, our author 
obferved the appearance of a cicatrix. An in- 
cifion was made through it •, and the night fol¬ 
lowing the left fide of the patient’s body be¬ 
came paralytic. The trepan was then had re- 
courfe to; a confiderable coagulum of frefh ex¬ 
travafated blood was found within the cranium ; 
and foon after its removal the fymptoms disap¬ 
peared. 

XVII. A Cafe of a Wound of the Head 1 by 
Mr. Geiftcr. A foldier wiio attempted to (hoot 
himfelf, put the orifice of his firelock fo near to 
his forehead, that the explofion affedted chiefly 
the integuments^ and made but a flight im- 
prefiion on the bones of the head. In the 
courfe of a few days, an oedemasous Swelling 
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fpread over the whole head, the fkin feparated 
from both the parietal bones, and a confiderablc 
fuppuration took place. Openings were made 
in different parts, in order to give a free vent to 
the matter, and as the Ibppuration diminifhed, 
the fkin was prefled to the bones by comprefles, 
and foon united with them again, fo that only a 
fmall portion of bone, of about the fize of a 
fhilling, exfoliated. 

XVIII. Of a Concuffion of the Brain, by Mr. 
Kohler.—The cure in this cafe was effected 
chiefly by repeated bleedings, but flowly. It 
was remarkable that the patient found himfclf 
worfe as often as warm fomentations were ap¬ 
plied to his head. The editor of the work, Mr. 
Schumacher, takes occafion from this circum- 
ftance to point out the bad effects of warm, and 
the utility of cold applications in wounds of the 
head. 

XIX. Of a fatal wound of the forehead , by Mr. 
Piftor. The patient, whofe cafe is here related, 
was wounded in the forehead with a knife that 
penetrated the brain. He would not fubmit -to 
the application of the trepan, and a confiderable 
fuppuration of the brain took place, notwith- 
ftanding which the patient lived feventy-fix days 
after the accident. 


XX. 
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XX. Of a gun foot wound through the fmus 
frontalis , by Mr. Ramdohr.-—In this cafe the ball 
palTed into the brain. Ths patient fell down at 
the time he received the wound, but foon grew 
better, and during the fpace of four months re¬ 
mained fo well that no perfon would have doubted 
of his perfect recovery, if it had had not been 
known that the ball was ftill within the cranium. 
At the end of that time he became lethargic, af¬ 
fected with convulfions, and died. After his death 
the ball was found in the middle of the medul¬ 
lary fubftance, half an inch above the left anterior 
ventricle. 

XXI. The cafe of a young man wbofe hand was 
tom off at the joint of the wrift by the wheel of a 
mill, by Mr. Riefenbach.—In this cafe the ends 
»of the bones of the fore arm were laid bare for 
upwards of an inch, and two confiderable exca¬ 
vations were obferved in the flefliy parts, occa- 
Honed by the lofs of mufcles that had been car¬ 
ried away with the hand. Nature loon threw 

• 1 off the prominent part of the ulna, but the repa¬ 
ration of the radius proceeding more Howly, our 
author judged it adviicable to faw off the extre* 
mity of that bone. This was accordingly done, 
and the wound healed foon after. 


XXII. 
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XXII. A luxation of the vertebra colli fuccefs- 
fully treated , by Mr. Sellie.—In this cafe the pa* 
tient fell backwards from his horfe and remained 
fenfelefs on the ground. His head was fo ex¬ 
tremely moveable, that it required the affiftance 
of a perfon to confine it. His face was much 
fwelled, his mouth open, and his refpiration fo 
(low that he could hardly be faid to breathe more 
than once in a minute, his pulfe at the fame time 
being fcarcely perceptible. The vertebra being 
evidently luxated backwards, the author airetted 
one of his afiiftants to take hold of the patient’s 
head,while another did the fame with.his-(boul¬ 
ders and lower part of his neck. Both made an 
extenfion at the fame time, and increaied it by 
degrees ; when it was fufficientMr. Sellie prefied 
the luxated vertebra inwards into their right 
place. The head immediately acquired more 
firmnefs j the volatile fpirit was rubbed into his 
neck, and a dofe of the tin&ure thebaica admini- 
ftered immediately after the operation. In a few 
minutes the patients breathing became freer, the 
pulfe ftronger, and all the fymptoms gradually 
difappeared, fo that on the eighth day after the 
accident he was perfectly recovered. • 


XXIII. 
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XXIII.. 0 / a luxation of the taft verteba dorjl .. 

/r/2 vertebra lumbcrum , £>• Mr. Riediger.— 
The accident here fpoken of was - occafioned by a 

• • i % • , 

• conlioerybie. Weight that fell .upon, the patient’s 

\ back. The la ft wertebra of the back was luxated . 

• outward, and on .the right* fide, three fingers 
breadth from ihe .firft lumbar vertebra. In or¬ 
der to reduce* it, the patient was placed in a 

•' ffraighrfine, upon his belly, in a bed, and when 

' the extenfion was fufficient, the bone by fuitable 

. t # • * • • • t * » * 

. preflure, though nor without much difficulty, 
Was brought back into its natural .pofition; but 
ijofoonerwas the extenfioii difcontinued than it 

. refumed its former fituatiqn. This was prevented 

• • * , 

. - from happening again by a cOnftant prefiTure witli 
the hand for Ionia time* and afterwards by means 
. • of compreftes, and bandage. The patient con¬ 
tinued. in .this extended po’fture on his belly for 
• twenty, da^s,'after which die was allowed to lie 

• i • * * * . . • 

. upon his back, and in fix weeks.the cure was 
. complete. • *,' .*• * * . . 

XXIV. Of a violent cqUc- occafioned by a Jharp 

1 * 4 • ; f 

piece of bone in the intejlines * £y‘Mr. Sponitzer.— 

• . The pain in this calc was extremely fevere, and 

attended with fever and vomiting. * The inflam¬ 
matory fymptoms were iefiened by repeated ve- 
paele&ions/and by means of purgative remedies 
‘ * V ’ . : . • . the 






* • • • • 

• • r . • • P « ■ • * 

. :• *f ; :w i, ••• .... 

• • • » • •••#„*• . •. •. 

• ,» • • • • . # ^ 4 * 

* • entirely flopped. After a while,’•ho^evdr,‘C(^m- s* 

, • • . •. * * % ,**•. # *x - *•’ * • 

“ prefiion .on the fiftula difpofed it xo ..heal,.and- . ■ :• . . 

• 4 • • , • • ,/ «•* • + * •• •. ! / # .* 

-.L^* iS'dfiirol ..*• * ? *• ? 



'• • again and;was as-i.oftervdxtir.patedj till'length 
' ’it * became canoerojis, and tiieVpaiieirt .dl®8> * 1 $.: '•:- r '• V: '• . 
; ' .‘XXVIIF, CafzfA^ire^lkfibia, by the 


fame.-^This 
kick of a horfe 


accident 'was'. oCdatjaned by th«^ . % : 
rle. . A t’firfb jw> .ibjury-^ obfety-." ' 

VnitlH n«r mftlcft ” '• i-'tJ •••'. 


lpeot recovered tne uic qi.ms muu. . * 

XXIX, OfatrAbfcefsofhte ^M>occ.a^dty ’* -v- ‘yr ••. 

• * . \*d# inflammation-of the Lungs,' ty X.\ic feme.^In . • ; 

’ this cafe, the patient who foine'time (pefare had s . *:.••. . 

• been troubled with an inflammation 6f theJkTngs, 

"*• • *• * | *• • •• t • , • \* 

‘ complained of Violent pain ;in his right fide,'near 

■ the fpihe, anfl at about the Sixth or’ f<;v?bsh true . 

Voj-.l N“Y. •'•** Tt . ' . . rib. • ' 


• • • * 

V V..V. • 


v\ 
• • • 


.. 4 7 • ' «,* • 

' -*\V 
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• * - • • r 7 * a,*-*.V* 

•* • Hu >- • 

I . • . • |\V,/ r .c \ 
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rib'.' As the danger feemed urging, our author, 

notwithstanding there was no Swelling externally, 

ventured to make an incilion at this part. A 

considerable. quantity ■ of- foetid pus was dif- 
• • • • / * • * 
charged through tjiis opening, and in the courfe 

of a few weeks the patient found himfelf well. 

XXX. An. Account of a fatal Suppuration of 
the Mufcles of the Calf of the Legj by Mr. Kiihn. 
—A man,, after leaping over a ditch, was feized 
with an acute pain in the calf of his lee, which 
continued a year add a half, when a fwelling 
appeared externally,;* which increafed in a Ihort 
nine fo much that it feemed likely to; burft. 
iThe patient -for fome time refufed to have it 
opened ; at length, however, • he confented •, but 
it was too . late, as the muffles were deftroyed, 
and the bone was in a. carious ftate.- The night 
fucceeding the operation, . the patient was at- 
tacked with fever and delirium •> the next day a 
mortification came on, and on the fifth the pa¬ 
tient died. 


.v- 


• . t ■ . . % , • » ^ t • 

.XXXI. Of an inflammatory Sore Throat, fucceed- 

ed by Abfeejjfes. in different Parts of the Body , by 
'• the fame.'-—.Mr. Kuhn- relates a- cafe of ihflam- 

w0 .• ■ , • • • , 

matory fore " throat that ended in luppuration. 
Two pounds of pus Were difcharged from the 
abfeefs *, and a few weeks afterwards two* other 

•' J'*. ..**«, ablceifes 



abfcefies formed, one on the patient’s arm, and 

the other on his fore arm. The former yielded 

• • • *.■*'*• ,* • ' 

eleven, and the latter fifteen ounces of pus. 

Thefe were fucceeded by abfcefies‘ in the foot, 
thigh, and leg, each of which-,afibrded a confi- 
derable difcharge of matted, .-particularly the 
lacter ; three pounds eleven ounces of pus 
having been evacuated- from ‘it, After thefe 
fucceffive flippy rations, the patient recovered by 
means of the Peruvian bark combined with the 
radix ferpentaria , of which we are told he took 
thirty-three drachms daily, 

XXXII. An Account of a dangerous IVound of 
a Child's Hand 'fuccefsfally treatedby MI. Jung. 
— In this cafe all the bones and mufcles were cut 
through, and the hand was fufpended only by 
part of the integuments, and by the .tendon of 
the flexor indicis. The. child was attacked with 

the fmall-p'ox foon after the accident, but the 

■ 

cure was completed in little more th^n two 
months without npy exfoliation j all the fingers, 
however, remained ftiff.—-Mr. Hoffmann, we 
are told, was equally fuccefsful in a fimilar wound 
of the fore arm. In this cale the bones, and 
mod of the mufcles were divided, but the large 
; vefiels remained untouched.* The cure was per- 
. .. . .; ‘T t 2. *• • formed • 



\ . 
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’ . formed in. ten weeks without exfoliation, but . • 

* ** *• ( % f )# | # 

tiie-atm J-emjined a little crooked. * " * 

. . . V w**3£?£X(It.. Of .a large Etiruriciilus on the Back, 

' • *VJVIr.*Sch6pper < — The. furunculus here fpoken 

'". .7. •’".ofwasas' a plate, and a great part of 

* • ' .it-^a&dnU gangrenous ‘flttfe.* The patient had 

V-a violent feuei* with-delirium. 1 . Mr. Schopper 

• * • • • • ’. * ► ' * .• * 1 

,* fcarihed' nQt only rhe.rridrtifieci paf t, • but like wife % • 

■ • ‘ ** • - .1 _ c _' j /-j ' * 


• • •. Athde means a-reparation .was produced, and the . 

• \ patient recov.ered. ' • »•*; • ' 

• . ' s . ■ ■ ■ » ■ * * 

•• Mr.;Schmu6ker, -the editor of this, volume, 

’• has added fame very.interesting remarks on this. 

' • fp'ecies of furunculus , which he obferves may be i 


S-A,- -• 


called /itruticuhsgangrarjofus: ' At its firft. appear-- 
• *• • 

ance it is not larger than- a ebefnut, after -which 

• • • • %* • • 

•it fpreads daily till it is as large as a plate, but 

without- becoming Toft. Through its whole 

courYe it is* accpmpanied w-ith'd violent inftam- 
• * #•.**, 
matory‘fever, and fometimes with delirium.* No 

® ^ ^ f ^ ^ ft 

Topical.applieafions will bring it to fuppuration'. * . 
It continues uniformly hard* inflamed, and pain¬ 
ful, and if opened yields only an ichorous dif- 
• • • • * • 
charge. Its-rtioft ufu’al feat is*in thofe parts of * 

• •* 

the Ikin where the ;ujipofe membrane is thickeil, 

* *#• • ' . • a 

• • .* aft 
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*■ • " ■ 

• • # 0 9 

as the .neck, back, hypochondriac apd* iliac; rtf-. . 


t: 

• • • 
••‘y*. * 



'J -i 


matter^ having never obferved. .<Ji{\ v difeafe;-in f .. 

• any but 'gouty - people. "In geoefalfurtifi- -* • *■ • . 

cuius breaks ot iffelf by •fevefal frnall Openings,. V ; • 

through which'-exfudes 'a ytllowifli ’ arid green 

ichor. ’Mr. Schmocker 'has' feen .tbir^/f^ch ..." . ..v . 

• , # ^ j / • 1 ^ • •• * ••• ^ . 

openings. - He advifes us to enlarge'them with- 
' out delay,. Otherwise the ichor will corrode all the . ' ■ 

. furfounding part* to the. bone, the inflammatofy/,'.^ . • 

• yvill chiange into a pufrid fever, and-dea^wflCV, 
be unavoidable. The. qure vve art-told,- depends * 
on early venadexftion,’which it will fometimes be 

. ’ • * • j • # • 

jieceflary to repeat five or fix times during the 
firft thyee days, in-order to moderatethe in-. 

• • i 

flammafbry fymptoms. ..When‘ a gangrene has 
‘ • taken place,- we ^are - diredtejf to obviate jt by 
early..and-fuffioient incifion^.* • *,*•’*. 

XXXIV. An Recount of the ill Effefts of frejh 

• baked Bread , ^y’-Mr. Horn.—This paper.contains * 

• the cafes of tw'o foldiers who died -foon after-eat- : 

• • , * . . , • / • 

ing immoderately of frelh baked bread. They * 
complained of gfeat uneafinefs at the itotaaeh, 

•and puked frequently,-but without pVattracing 
gny.breads' their bellies became extremely hard 


i 
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' • ' # , • 

and tumid, and their pulle hardly^ perceptible. 

■On examining their bodies after death, the intef- 
tines were found extremely diftended with air, 
and Angularly contorted. 

As cattle are occafionally fubjefl to a fimilar 
inflation, and the pommon practice in futh cafes 
is to evacuate the air by plunging a trochar into 
the abdomen, our- author afks, whether, un- 
der fimilar circumftances, fuch a mode of relief 

. j m *. * » 4 • * . . *• 

would be advifeable in the human fubjeft f 

• XXXV. Of the Cure of a -/furious Aneurifm, 
IVlrj Crarner.-j-The andurifm here fpoken of 
was as large as a hen’s egg, and the cure was 
effe&ed in about four months by comprefilpo- 

•j • 

XXXVI. An Account of a Man who /wallowed 
Pitts, Nath) &c. by Mr. Block.—This man lwal- 

, t ' • 4 * 

lowed io 5 pins, 150 nails, feyeral hair-pins^ 
pieces of glafs, buckles, money, &c. all which 
pafied. off fucceffively by ftool, without pro¬ 
ducing apy othef inconvenience than frequent 
puking. ’ \ ..••• 

XXXVII. Of a Caries of tbt Scull, ^Mr.ScI- 
lie.— A wound on the upper part of the qs fron- 
tis was completely cured in about a fortnight •, 
but fome time afterward^ the patient complained 
of a violent pain in that part, and at length a 
iwelling.took place, over the whole head, and was 
: r fucceeded 
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•' .• ' v. • 

fucceeded by hedlic fever, locked jaw, and a fup- N 
puration. On opening < the abfccf$ a great part., 
of the crknium Was found tp be ; carious. As the ^' . > 

difeaCe was Tufpedled to be venereal; mercurial • 
fridtions weft prescribed, arid in about three , y *•!' 
months the patient was cXired.’'T •; .• 

*, .i ;. . • • *';• v ‘ t ‘ , - • 

XXXVIII. * 0 /' .'4 Mortification of the Vagina ' •# 
after a difficult Labour y by Mr.' Hagen.—In this' . . 

cafe the urethra was Jjkewife deftroyed, notwith- ’ . 

(landing which the patient recovered. . • *. -* / ' •. ‘ ;• • ’ 

. XXXlX. Of it Prolapfus -of the..Colon,.-bp 
the fame,—The colon iii this'cafe descended : . 

; through the anOs,. arid being negleftedj mortified.' X 
and proved fatal to the-patient. *. j‘ ..* V 

XL. An Account-of a /pitting of Blbod' in are 1 , ' 
Infant., by Mr. Riefenbach.’—The patiem w^ V.-;' .' 
only five days old, and a. coffee-cupful of blood h 
was difcharged from tjie mouth- without any v-' 
bad confequence, '* . V' 

X.LI. Q f a 'difficult Labour * occajionedfy a Pro-,/" . 

lap/usj)f the Vagina , by Mr. Gi.efeman,—^Iri this , ; 

calc the opening in the prqla'pfed-vagina: was not. • '.. . v . 
larger than a (hilling, and at each labour jpain the r . 
whole-uterus with the vagina apd child Teemed, as 
our author exprefies' himfclf, to fall Put. The wo¬ 
man from her exhatffted (late Teeming to require 
Tpeedy refief, Mr. Giefeman introduced a hollow 

•* •-. .probe.: 

• . * - .1 


•• v.. 


1 •. 

» »' 


, .* 


s 


1. • 



i- 


. *. . •'< • 

• i. 


’ * .* t* S3 6 -3 • 

. <• .* s • .. ’ •• • 

jprobc into the opening of:-^ie .vagina,: whicH htf •• 
cpt .throughoutItsWQle4ehgi(^.By whiqh rpearis. 


vm. 


.. .J ; . ; ; ; V :v 

Of a Suppuration tfjk QfeftfumitfyMiu -h.' 

• », • Dibel.—A vtoihah ’far advance^ *jrt her ,; preg^V.'’ 

• nancy received a violent,.bk)w- .on'ithe n^yef,- 
. \ which .occafione^'very, fevere pam.V The pairiV.-V 

; ; *:*-*‘.WaS Relieved by venfcfeftiop,' and. about tlirtj*.. -. • 

.the accident the patient' wds'ftfdy ’/•* .. 
.-delivered 1 - but. ’the labour renewed rlie nain afc- 


•,. y r. . v —* • * -. rrr."t — *** h-** 1 - 5 

' .,•/ '> : ry.-^;^fi./?^bppura|€d and dHcharged a .confiderable qUan- 
. ..of .pus 'and blood mixed with pieces- of 

..V: r vv; 4 ;;-T.^:epfr%?d pmentym. A/tertfiis the patient foon 
. i :- - r &«corerc<t. i ■ 

- • •*.*-*> .* v*. ’ * > /'Kj # ''* '' • •• * • * • ” • 

V;- ! .Vi r v *>' s •. « . • . • '* 

: ■.-V.’: ■ ■' . • .■** : n .• M • * • 

tin'the 'poijonbus Vegetables w/hicb * 

. f 'in Gretft Britain, ot’cuhU 

;,r . jS^QnpwNHnh&V -J5y B,* Wilm’eri’ Surgeon. 

.V- .> r j ! *.- v.\; «8V<fe/;3^ohg(ttan / .Z.^^». *i6r pages, 2 s. . . 

’; • -| 70 kTiU^\Titt.Y, tlje Yiumhtr -of poifon- •' 



1 . • r.^ - •* ' • .. ' rt/V. • .. ..• *. . 

-v • . •*, t « ^ • * •• **-:• » » . . 
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• . \ • • •• \s% -S • . ■ -. , . ... 

immediate • ant\, •proper' attention, pr. removed 1 ,'^. • .. .• - 

• though they .havt; v partly ’ra^n They *• 

- appejir. * an &pj>teflidn qn -the nprvpus .‘. s j..‘ ;. ...V 

fyffefaij^farfier'itlian by. an inflammation of the' • v <? : y 

' t ' 'r • * / ^ • i*# * m g * • #*••••• •%, t • • 

■ ftom&ch-and duodenum." as minferal'vpoifcns . 

•;Vfrhich-froth this' beginning produce thofe other .* 

intervening fymp.fortf^ that ufuajly end in death. 

’* . * m 9 f , 0 1 ( ^ ( t • 

;. - In "different. coptf irutions, howler, they .will 
: have "various, and fo’metimes oppofite effects; •vV • 

. • M» * ’ • 1 L \ » v , , * * . 

•’■" •’ The -vegetable • pojfons defcribcd in the work, *' ■ * .*■ • • ■ • • 

■ before us,‘are arranged in-two divifibns,*- The'.V / .; v 
i.firft includes- thofe from which- maniacal fy-tnpp'; g £ a y .. 
toms may.be expeded, or the .various ndybus* *\ 

' n * n- ' j- ** *. / ,• •* _ . "••••" V ' 

• 'jffrftinnc -Trnm a vprticrr» fo n fnfal 'annnlpvu ' ••••-•• 



clofing the fcene.in-dre fliort periotiof-onc hbur. • *<a/ 
or two’. The plants, of* th&lfeidjV hnowit in*. 

r % • - . , ' • H.-.v t/ >.-.ft. jt j- 

Great Britain, ‘and enumerated bt pitf .author*- \v . ,, 

are the. oenanthe crocata , Cjcxta-. /lotuiika* and - *‘r. - V " 

* , / * * # . , *• s . ' 

fll r.r\ c-fl. . - 


Iduro ccrafu. 
Yol 


rafus. The two firft'ohfy ‘are Natives pfk;?v; r.'. . 

. i. n° v.’ u-uV*.*• t 

■V \v: t : s - ? 
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. ... >•••••' 
• - 'Jr.. '■. 

1 .» ,V. 
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• * » • s « • 

our ifland ; the laft is mod fatal, and requires a 
’ ' chemical preparation. Its poifon may therefore 
r. in fome meafure be faid to be an invention of 

. • • . ■ v • i* - .. • l' . ■. r V * ■ • . '' 

'• art. ;* 

#. • • • • • • * , • • • * f 

/• To his account of each poifonous herb, Mr- 

• Gilmer has prefixed the fynonyma of-different 
. botanic authors j ‘and after giving a defciiption 
; of the plant, adds fuch remarks on. its effedb 

• as his own experience, -or. the works. of preced- 

. : . . iqg writers, have fuggefted fo him... .■ i \ .• / •. 

In treating qf the common-henbane, he ob- 
■ ; feryes,. that it is,frequently found .ypon dung- 

• ^ * * t s' ' | # * * » * 

hills, * and that its roots mixt with manure are 
introducedi into ouf gardens, where, lie fuppofes 
- them to haye been often miftaken forthofeof 

**v.» ' * , * \ • 

paFfiiip, which they much rdemble, His friend 
. * •• Mr. HarFold once faw two women, who from 

• v * • -v ' • w *•* 

eating the fuppofed^ roots, of parfnip became 
maniacal, arid were fo furious, that ftridt con- 

. ‘. y firicment .Was neceffary. for fe'veral days. - 

.. ■ ' .♦ * * • *• • • • • • • J 

• . In the year *765,. the family of a farmer at 

, /-toughtori in Buckinghamlhire, confifting pf fix 
; ^ perfons, dined.upon pudding, boiled meat,’ and 
{he roots of parijiip,’- Soon after dinner they all 
(jecame ill, aad in two hours our author was a 

• wltnefs of the following fctne.—Mrs. York (the 
•'iknr*er’s wile) was'.upon a bed with all the 

• * J 1 'V^. % j • f ' S’' ’ ’ j * • • * • * f 

;. »** ■. ’; - v .; .. . 7 :*; v v fymptoms 
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‘fymptoms of apoplexy. Two of the children 
Were ftupid, and appeared like thofe intoxicated 
With fpirituous liquors; A man-fervant and the 

i • 

hiaidj with uncommon agitation of mind, were 
dancing about the room with all the appearance 
of maniacal perfons. A middle aged mah (the 
Ihepherd) had dined with the reft, and after 
dinner went about his bufmefs in the fields, 
where hewas found daggering like a man in-* 
toxicated. 

Mr. Wilmer attempted to give an emetic to 
. the man-fervantj but he had no fooner received 

• *’ • • , i* t 

it into his mouth than he fpit . it out again* 
Five grains of emetic tartar, diflblved in water, 
were then conveyed into the ftomach by means 
of a funnel* and he foon vomited up large 
quantities of the roots. In a fhort time he re¬ 
covered the ufe of his reafon, and complained 
of nothing more than a flight head-ach» An 
emetic was given to all the reft, except Mrs* 
York, and after the ftoniaqh had ejefted its 

contents, they recovered in a very lhort fpace of 

• • • 

time. ’* ..*• 

Mrs k York had never eat any parfnips before 
in her life i but being prevailed upon, unfortu¬ 
nately, to tafte them, fhe took more than any 
one of the family. All attertipts to convey mc- 

U u 2 * ' ,’dicine 
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dicine into her ftomach were ineffeduaJ. Acri¬ 
monious and purgative glyfters were injefted, 
without producing any evacuation. The moft 
powerful ftimulants were applied to various parts 
of the body, without exciting any apparent 
effed. In the evening the apopledic fnpring 
increafed, attended with a quick pulle; her ex¬ 
tremities were warm and moift with fweat. 
•^unn 0 the night, the difficulty of refpiration 
was accompanied with a rattling in the bron¬ 
chia ; the noflrils were comprefled, her feet be¬ 
came cold, and at fix o’clock in the morning fhe 
died. Our author could not obtain leave to 
open the body. 

Sufpeding that the roots of fome poifonous 
plant had been mixed with the parfnips, he 
defired to fee fome of them; and upon an accu¬ 
rate examination perceived them evidently of 
jtwo kinds. As the roots at that time were not 
furniffied with leaves, he took them home and 
planted them in his garden. Some of them 
proted to be the pajhnacha fativa , or garden 
parfnip,. and the other the hyofcyamus niger , or 
common henbane. 

• ‘ 1 ’ s account of the nap dins cccruleus , or blue 

monkfhood, the extract of which has been fo 
.much extolled by Dr. Storck and Dr. Collin as 

a cure 


/ 
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a cure for rheumatifm, our author informs us, 
that he gave it a fair trial in two cafes of cnro- 
nic rheumatifm, and in the dofes recommended 
by Dr. Storck, but without experiencing any 
good or ill eftedt from it. 

When any of the narcotic vegetable poifons 
have been unfortunately taken, our author ob- 
ferves that the indications of cure will be, i. To 
unload the ftomach by the fpeedy adminiftration 
of an adtive emetic. 2. To procure ftools, ei¬ 
ther by proper cathartics, if the patient can 
fwallow them, or by the injedtion of ftimulating 
clyfters. 3. To corredl and counteradt the feda- 
tive effedts of the poifon, by giving from time 
to time draughts of fome vegetable liquor, 
weak fparkling cyder or perry. And, 4. If any 
paralytic fymptoms fhould remain, or the piuf- 
cular adtion be much impaired, proper flimuli 
fhould be applied, fuch as finapifms and blifters, 
but more particularly the ufe of eledlricity is in¬ 
dicated. 

By obferving thefe rules, he once faw a pa¬ 
tient who had taken two ounces of the thebaic 
tindlure, perfedtly recover in two days. 

The poifons of the firft clafs, in general, have 
a virofe difagreeable fmell and tafte; on the con¬ 
trary, thofc of the fecond would appear by the 
* evidence 
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Evidence ot the fenfes to be perfectly harmlefe; 
But they fpeedily occafion epileptic fymptoms: 
Of all epilepfies, remarks our author, thefe are 
the moft fatal ; of all poifons, thefe are the moft 
deadly. Pleafant to the tafte, or inoffenfive to 
the palate, they pafs unfufpefted into the fto- 
mach j as foon as they take pofleflion there, the 
two orifices are fhut up by fpafms ; nothing cari 
be expelled, nor can any thing be got in: all 
pofiibility of relief is cut off; and fhould that 
principle inherent in animal life, which tends to 
throw off every thing injurious to the machine; 
aft, it produces thofe ineffectual heavings and 
ftruggles, which anfwer no other purpofes than 
to accelerate and increafe the effects of the 
poifon. 

At a time when putrefaftion is far advanced; 
and at a diftant period from death, fhould the 
face be difcovered of an intenfe black colour, it 
may naturally be afked, from whence it arifes. 
Does putrefaftion occafion it ? To this queftion 
the author replies, that the blacknefs of the face 
is occafioned by putrefaftion, but not by that 
only. He obferves, that if convulfions precede 
death, and the body becomes very putrid after 
it, the effect may be produced, as it'depends on 
an interruption of the circulation through th* 

lungs 
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Jyngs by an epileptic fpa(m. When this hap¬ 
pens, the left ventricle of the heart will exert a 
power to overcome the refinancej but as no 
more blood can be received by the vena cava, 
already overcharged, it muft neceffarily either be 
propelled into veflels which in a healthy (late re- 
fufe admifiion to red blood, or the (mail arteries 
terminating in red veins will be ruptured, and 
their contents confequently thrown out into the 
Cellular membrane under the (kin. At the time, 
or foon after death, the extravafated blood is not 
yifible through the (kin : but when the procefs 
of putrefaction takes place, an inteftine commo¬ 
tion enfues •, an elaftic air diftends the body; 
the (lagnant blood is rendered both thinner and 
blacker; it foaks through the cutis, is refufed a 
paffage by the minute pores of the cuticle; and 
fpreading abroad, dyes the rete mucofum of a 
black colour. 

i; • •. . 

In his account of the lauro-cerafus , Mr. Wil- 
mer relates three experiments made by himfelf 
on different animals with laurel water. In the 
Jirft experiment, two ounces of it were given to 
a large ftrong dog. Two minutes after taking 
it the animal was convulfed; but after violent 
efforts to vomit brought up the greateft part of 
it, and in the fpace of three or four minutes re¬ 
covered. 

v . 



covered. One ounce more of the water was 
then given him, with which he was fooner and 
more affedled than with the firft dofe. He 
breathed with difficulty, vomited, and his head 
was drawn backward. He fell down and was 
generally convulfed ; but in lefs than half an 
hour perfectly recovered. The fecond experi¬ 
ment was on a young greyhound. One ounce 
of the water was poured into the dog’s throat, 
and as foon as it was fwallowed the animal fell 
down upbn its fide, and without the leaft per¬ 
ceptible motion was dead in a moment. The 
fubjedt of the third experiment was a mare, 
aged 2S years. Within a minute from the time 
of her l'wallowing a pint and a quarter of laurel 
water, ffie feemed affedted. In two minutes ffie 
fell down, and fhortly after was violently con¬ 
vulfed. The convulfions continued about five 
minutes, at the end of which time ffie lay dill, 
but her breathing was very quick and laborious, 
and her eyes were affedted with continual fpafms. 
Four ounces more of the water were then given 
to her, and in about, fifteen minutes from the 
time of her firft feizure, ffie expired. After 
death, the lungs were found remarkably full of 
blood, the fmall vefiels upon their furface being 
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as vifible as if they had been injedted with 
wax. 

Although the poifon of laurel appears to 
con fill in the efiential oil brought over by dift il¬ 
lation, yet it is much to be fufpefled that an 
infufion of its leaves may in fome cafes, and 
fome conftitutions, prove injurious. They have 
been in common ufe to give a flavour to cuf- 
tards, &c. but from an inftance of their effects 
related by our author, this practice fliould not 
be continued. He had occafion it feems to fee 
a young lady of an irritable habit, who was 
affedted in the night with flcknefs, fucceeded 
by cold fweats, an irregular pulfe, and fuch 
other fymptoms as led him to fufpedl that flie 
had taken fomething extremely noxious into 
her ftomach. It appeared, that fhe had eaten 
nothing the preceding evening but cuftard ; 
but, upon examination, Mr. Wilmer found 
that the cuftards were very ftrongly flavoured 
with laurel • leaves. She continued ill a few 
days, and afterwards perfedlly recovered. 
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SECTION II. 

u > • - 

Essays and Observations. 

I. A Cafe of Uydr ophthalmia fuccefsfully treated. 
By Mr. Edward Ford, Surgeon to the IVeJltmn- 
Jler General Difpenfary. Communicated ky Samuel 
Foart Simmons, M. d. R. s. Read May 7, 

« * * • ^ t «» * 1 


M ARY Bethell, aged twelve years, daugh¬ 
ter of a publican in White-horfe Yard, 
Drury-lane, loft the fight of her left eye by the 
fmall pox; and, in confequence of a blow re¬ 
ceived fome time after, had a complete opacity 
of the cornea, attended with a dropfy of the aque¬ 
ous humour.—It projected confiderably, and was 
frequently fubject to pain and inflammation, 

_ j • • 1 » .. *« 

yrhich often affected the found eye. 

It continued gradually to enlarge, till at length, 
jn January 1776, it burift, and difeharged a clear 
thin fluid •, the tumour again filled, and in the 
jnOnth of June 1776, (he was recommended as a 

1 • * . ■ 1 « • 

patient to the Weftminfter General Difpenfary. 
•—I found the cornea of the left eye bulging 
out confiderably from the orbit, fo much indeed, 
that the eyelids could not be brought into con- 
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tadt with each other. The inconvenience of 
the difeafe was fufficient to juftify an operation j 
it was a great deformity to the patient, and 
though the fight of the other eye was not then 
impaired; yet the frequent returns of inflamma¬ 
tion to which it was liable; rtiightr have termi¬ 
nated in a total blindliefs. 

Accordingly, with the concurrence of feverd 
gentlemen of the faculty, I made a large incifioil 
through the corhea, with the knife ufed in the 
extraction of the cataradt; a tea-fpoonful of 
clear water ifltied from the wound; but as in 
that operation we endeavour to obviate inflam¬ 
mation as much as poflible j and in the prefehc 
one my idea was to raife it in a moderate degree, 

I again introduced the knife, and made a fmall 
incifion through which a portion of the vitreous 
humour efcaped. Both eyes were then bound 
up with comprefles dipt in faturrtine water. The 
ufual antiphlogiftic regimert was purfued; and 
the fymptoms of fever were not violent. 

On the third day after the operation the eyC 
wds examined, but there was very little inflam* 
Illation. 

It is unneceffary to relate all the particular* 
bf the treatment, I fhall only obferve, that in 
three weeks the difeafe returned. 

X X 2 


it 
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It appeared to me that the relapfe was owing 
to a want of fufficient inflammation to bring on 
cohdion, I therefore prepared my patient for a 
few days, previous to adecond operation, by diet 
and a gentle purge; and on Sunday the 8th of 
September, the found eye being bound up, and 
the difeafed one fixed by a fpeculum oculi, I 
pafled a large triangular needle, armed with a 
double thread of filk, through the anterior cham¬ 
ber of the eye. The thread being fecured, the 
fatumine water was applied, and the fame plan 
purfued as before, but with better fuccels, for, 
within a fortnight, from the introduction of the 
feton, a confiderable inflammation with flight 
t fuppuration had taken place; but it proceeded 
fo very gradually that the other eye had fuffered 
very little. 

I now took out the feton, as the inflam¬ 
mation was (till increafing, and it appeared to 
me to have arrived to fuch a crifis as would ef¬ 
fect a cure. The inflammation foon fubfidcd, 
and the eye was reduced to rather lefs than its 
natural fize, in which ftate it has remained to 
this prefent time, being five years fince the 
1 operation. 

"We meet with little fatisfaCtory information 
concerning the hydrophthalmia in books of fur- 
- gery* 
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gery. Porterfield mentions it, St. Yves Hkewife 
takes notice of this difeafe,but points out no mode 
of cure.—Nuck relates an account of his having 
cured a perfon labouring under this diforder, by 
making a lmall incifion in the cornea, to evacu¬ 
ate the aqueous humour, and afterwards bring¬ 
ing about a cohefion by prefi'ure.—The fame 
method is likewife adopted by Heifter.— 
How far they mean to recommend this pra&ice 
in thofe cafes where vifion is not totally ob- 
ftru&ed by the hydrophthalmia, and the intent 
of the operator is to reftore or to improve fight, 
is not by any means the objeft of the prefent 
paper, its purport is to propofe a mode of cure 
.in- thofe cafes of hydrophthalmia that are at¬ 
tended with a complete opacity of the cornea. 

Golden-Square, May 2, I ; 81 . 


s 


II. A Cafe of obflinate Cojlivenefs. Communicated 
by John Elliott, M. D. Read May 14, 1731, 


O N the 21ft of November lafl I was con- 
fulted by a young woman, twenty years of 
age, who, till then, had enjoyed an uninterrupted 
ftate of good health. She was well-made, and 
naturally lively, and feemingly rather of a robuft 
conftitution. 


She 
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She complained of pains in her legs, thigh*? 
back, and head j lowuefs of fpirits, ficknefs at 
the ftomach, and lofs of appetite: Her urine 
Was in a natural quantity, but high-coloured f 
her pulfe quicker than ufual, beating about 
ninety ftrokes in a minute; her tongue ftightly 
incrufted, and fhe complained of third; Tho* 
never before fubjedt to coftivenefs, fhe had now, 
I found', been eleven days without going to ftool; 
but as fhe had ate but little during that timfc,' 
fhe had afcribed her want of ftdols to that cir- 
cumftance. She had no yeilownefs of the Ikin', 
or tunica conjundtiva; no fymptdtfi that indi¬ 
cated an obftrudtion of the biliary dudts. 

I thought it neceffary to begin by procuring 
flools; and as in general (hb had experienced 
that the mildeft purgative was fufficient to pro¬ 
duce this effedt, I contented myfelf with pre¬ 
ferring fix drachms of Glauber’s fait, and an 
equal quantity of mahna, to be difTolved irt 
two ounces of water, with the addition of fix 
grains of the powder of jalap. The patient 
fwallowed this draught, and drank liberally of 
weak broth and other diluting liquors to pro¬ 
mote its operation, but without effedt. After a 
few hours the fame draught was repeated, with 
the addition of fifteen grains of the powder* 

and 
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and two drachms of the tinfture of jalap. This 
was not more fuccefsful than the laft, nor did it 
occafion any vomiting, or much inclination to 
vomit, or any considerable pain in the ftomacb. 
In a few hours after fhe had taken it her thirft 
increafed, her head-ache grew worfe, and I ad- 
vifed the ufe of a purgative and emollient glyf- 
ter, at the fame time directing two table Spoon¬ 
fuls of a purging mixture to be taken every two 
hours. The mixture confifted of two ounces of 
Glauber’s fait, diffolved in eight ounces of in- 
fufion of fena.—The glyfter brought away with 
it a copfiderable portion of hardened fceces, but 

i 

the mixture produced no evacuation. During 
all this time fhe took nourifhing things occa¬ 
sionally, but never brought any thing from off 

\ 

her ftomach, and Seldom complained of being 
fick. 

Nov. 22.-'-Her abdomen felt considerably 
diftended, and was Somewhat painful when 
touched. Her pulfe was quicker and fuller than 
yefterday. — I advifcd the taking away eight 
ounces of blood, and directed the glyfter to be 
twice repeated in the courfe of the day. They 
each remained with her about an hour, and pro¬ 
duced Similar effects to the firft ■> but wkh this 
difference, that they had occafioned considerable 

pain 


* 
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pain during their flay. She continued the ufe of 
the mixture, with the addition of 01 . Ricim t but 
without any purgative effeft. 

Nov. 23.—The patient’s belly was lefs pain¬ 
ful, and not more tumid than yefterday. —* 
A repetition of the glyfter occafioned more pain 
than yefterday, and brought away fome foeces 
with it.—It was repeated again in the evening, 
and an hour previous to its being injected, lhe 
took fifteen grains of the ExtraR. Cathart: and 
two grains of the ExtraR. Thebaic, made into 
pills. Thefe prevented the painful effeft of the 
olyfter, but procured no evacuation. She con¬ 
tinued the ufe of the mixture. - ; 

Ncv. 24 . —The patient had ftept three hours, 
and was much refrefhed.—She had voided a good ' 
deal of high-coloured urine.—She continued the 
ufe of the mixture, and repeated the pills and 
glyfters twice in the courfe of the day.—At 
night fhe tried the warm bath. 

Nov. 25.—The patient was nearly in the 
fame ftate as the day before, only that her pulfe 
was quickened to one hundred, and her thirft 
was more increafed. I therefore directed manna, 
inftead of Glauber’s fait, to be diflolved in the 
mixture, and advifed her to eat tamarinds, ftew- 
ed pruants, &c.—Remembering to have read in 
the Edinburgh Medical EJfays of the efficacy of 

cold 
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cold bathing in obftinate conftipation, I directed 
cold water to be thrown on the patient’s feet and 
legs, but this had no better effeft than the warm 
bath tried the night before. The cafe feemed 
favourable for the trial of quickfilver, but 1 was 
fearful it might do irreparable mifehief by its 
weight and ftimulus in cafe it did not pafs.— 
As there were at prefent no fymptoms that indi¬ 
cated any inflammation of the bowels, I deter¬ 
mined to perfevere in the frequent ufe of glyfters 
and mild evacuants, and therefore ventured to 
preferibe the former without the previous ufe of 
the pills; but the pain was very confiderable 
and of long duration, fo that we were obliged to 
have recourfe to them again, and they had the 
fame good effect as before. In this ftate the 
patient continued till the 30th, when fhe had a 
confiderable evacuation by ftool, and the day 
following another, but not without a repetition 
of the glyfters and pills, to the ufe of which 
we found it neceftary to recur occafionally till 
the 14th of December, when fhe began to eva¬ 
cuate her faeces in a natural manner. She foon 
recovered, and is now in perfect health. 

As I find it difficult to account fatisfa&orily 
for all the phenomena of the above cafe, I fhall 
content myfelf with having related the fa&s as 
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they occurred to me, without attempting to 
reafon on them. If they Ihould meet with the 
approbation of the learned Society to whom I 
have the honour to prefent them, my end will 
be fully anfwered. 

Carnaby Market , London , - 
May 8th, 1781. 


SECTION III. 

Medical and Philosophical News. 

A N academy of fciences has lately been 
founded at Batavia in the Eaft Indies. 
It confifts of a prefident, a director, and an 
unlimited number of members. The principal 
objects of this new inititurion are, Commerce, 
and Agriculture ; but befides thefe, it means to 
extend its views to Phyfic, Natural Philofophy, 
Natural Hiftory, Antiquities, and Morals.—The 
academy has already propofed the following 
queftions in Phyfic. The prize for each will be 
proportioned to the utility of the diflertation, at 
the diferetion of the prefident and direttor, but 
if approved of will be at leaft 100 rix dollars: 

1 . I. Quae- 


♦ 
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I. Quzenam fit fpecies dyfenteriae Indis pro- 
prize, quomodo ea ab Europea differt, quibufve 
remediis fit arcenda ? 

II. Cur obftru&io vifcerum, appellata Koek y 
lie adeo communis Batavi$, ec quomodo hujus 
progreflus fiftatur ? 

III. Quinam fint frudlus, herbze atque ra¬ 
dices medicatae indigenae, de quarum virtute 
adhuc nil conftabat ? 

The diflertations on thefe fubjefts are to be 
written in Dutch, French, or Latin, and ad- 
dreifed to the prefident and director. 


Dr. Bland, phyfician in London, has lately 
communicated to the Royal Society fome in- 
terefting obfervations, founded on the mid¬ 
wifery reports of the Weftminfter General Dif- 
penfary, and tending to alcertain the number of 
accidents or deaths that happen in confequence 
of parturition, and the proportion of male to 
iemale children. The ingenious author has like- 
wife attempted to determine the chance of life 
at different periods, from infancy to twenty-fix 
years of age, and the proportion of natives to 
the rdl of the inhabitants of London. Thefe 

Y y a enquiries. 
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enquiries afford a melancholy proof of the mor¬ 
tality that prevails amongft the children of the 
poorer clafs of people in this metropolis, fince 
it appears, that five out of twelve die before , 
they have attained the age of two years, and 
that only one half of all that are born live to be 
four years old. The fmall proportion of na¬ 
tives to the reft of the inhabitants of London 
is likewile another ftriking rcfult of Dr. Bland’s 
refearches, and proves, at how great an expence 
to the country the population of this great city 
is fupported. 


Mr. Andrews, jun. furgeon at Bampton in 
Oxfordlhire, in a letter to Dr. William Hunter, 
F. R. S. lately read at the Royal Society, gives 
an account of a remarkable operation performed 
on a broken arm in a young man of eighteen, 
by trade a maltfter. The fractured end of the 
bone, with part of the capfular ligament ad¬ 
hering to it, was forced through the pedtoralis 
major and integuments, fo that about three in¬ 
ches of the bone protruded through the wound. 
When Mr. Andrews and his father faw the pa¬ 
tient, they recollected the cafe deferibed by Mr. 
White in the Phil. Tratf. Vol. LI. and deter¬ 
mined 
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mined co imitate the operation there fpoken of, by 
fawing off the protuding portion of the bone, ra¬ 
ther than attempt a redu<5tion of it, as this would 
have required confiderable tenfion and an enlarge¬ 
ment of the wound, which might have endanger¬ 
ed the axillary artery. Befides, from the long 
expofure of the bone to the air, a confiderable 
exfoliation muft have been expected.—A fpatula 
being placed between the bone and the fkin to 
guard it againfl: the adlion of the faw, the pro¬ 
truding part of the bone was Tawed off, and the 
remainder properly replaced. The arm was 
confined clofe to the fide, with the elbow bent. 
—In the courfe of the treatment, two or three 
abfceffes formed at different parts of the arm 

and breaft, which were opened and healed with- 

. * 

out difficulty. At the end of the feventh week 
the renovated bone had acquired confiderable 
ftrength, fo as to allow of motion to the arm. 
The patient has now the perfect ufe of it, and 
it is not at all fhortef than his other arm. 


/ 

Dr. Hunter of York, F. R. S. lias lately ex¬ 
perienced the efficacy of a vapour bath, in a 
cafe of hydrocephalus internus. The difeale, 
previous to the trial of this remedy, is faid to 

have 
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have been confiderably advanced, the fight of 
the right eye having been much affedted, and 
the ufe of the child’s limbs almoft totally loft. 
By perfevering in the ufe of this bath a lhort 
time, the patient was cured.—In another cafe of 
this kind, a refpeftable phyfician in London has 
feen favourable effects take place from the ufe 
of calomel. The child took a grain of it daily * 
•when the mouth began to be affefted, it was 
difcontinued for a few days, and afterwards had 
recourfe to again. This eourfe was purfued, 
till the patient had taken about thirty grains of 
calomel. During all this time the progrefs of 
the difeafe feemed at leaft to be fufpended by 
the remedy, as the child’s head meafured eighteen 
inches in circumference previous to the exhibi¬ 
tion of the mercury, and there was no apparent 
increafe in its bulk during the mercurial eourfe. 
But at length the parents of the child becoming 
unwilling to try it any longer, it was difconti¬ 
nued, and fince that time the head has gradually 
increafed in fize, meafuring now about twenty- 
two inches in circumference. 


Mr. Henry Smeathman, an ingenious natu- 
ralift, intends foon to publilh an account of hi* 
... travels 



^raiflels in Africa and the Weft Indies, in two 
volumes quarto. The continent of Africa and 
its productions are little known to Europeans, 
and have long been objeCts of curiofity to the 
lovers of natural hiftory, fome few of whom, it 
feems, fuggefted the plan of a voyage to that 
quarter of the globe, and enabled the authbr to 
embark with the necefiary apparatus for mak¬ 
ing collections and obfervations in thofe coun¬ 
tries, where he refidcd near eight years, promot¬ 
ing, as far as circumftances would permit, the 
chief objedt of his travels. 

Mr. Smeathman, however, did not confine his 
views merely to natural hiftory, but likewife 
ftudied the difeafes of Africa, which he means 
to deferibe in his work, together with the dif* 
ferent modes of treatment praCtiled by the na¬ 
tives and by Europeans. 


At the fale of the late Mr. Blackall’s anato¬ 
mical preparations on Monday, May i, the dou¬ 
ble uterus and vagina deferibed by Dr. Purcell 
of Dublin in the 64th volume of the Philof. Tranf. 
was purchafed by Mr. John Hunter for fifty 
guineas.—In the above collection, among feveral 
preparations of difeafes, the following, on ac- 

, count 
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count of their fingularity, feem worthy of bAng 
recorded, i. A tumour comprejjing the-oefophagus* 
—This was taken from a man who died in St. Bar¬ 
tholomew’s Hofpital in Dec. 1779, and whole 
deglutition was prevented by a large tumour 
fituated in the,lungs, below the bifurcation of the 
trachea. During life, a tumour (feemingly fero- 
phulous) appeared on the left fide of the neck 
above the level of the larynx. When cut into 
after death, it was found to contain a foetid, 
confident matter. The pharynx and upper part 
of the oefophagus were overl'pread with a malig¬ 
nant (apparently cancerous) ulceration, which 
had deltroyed in one point the fubftance of the 
oefophagus, and there the cavity of the tumour 
in which the matter before-mentioned was 
lodged, communicated with the oefophagus. 

2. A difeafed band. —This was amputated on 
account of a caries of the bones of the middle 

' finger, and an haemorrhage which could not be 
reftrained. On difledlion, all the arteries of the 
part appeared difeafed, dilated, and aneurifmal. 

3. A communication between the Jlomach and gall 
bladder .—This was taken from a man who died 
of an afeites, after being tapped. On difledlion, 
a confiderable quantity of blood was found in 
the abdomen. 4. A communication between the 

trachea 
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trachea and the pulmonary artery .—The fubjed 
of this difcafe died in Sc. Bartholomew’s hofpital 
in 1780, by a fudden diicharge of blood, feem- 
ingly arterial, from the mouth. On difiedion> 
a large communication appeared to have taken 
place between the right branch of the pulmonary 
artery, and the fame branch of the trachea. 

5. J difeafe of the urethra and bladder .—This 
preparation was taken from a man whofe com¬ 
plaints originated from an obftruded urethra*, 
for fome time before his death, his urine, inftead 
of palTing through the penis, was difcharged 
through five or fix fiftuke in the fcrotum, the 
patient experiencing great pain about the blad¬ 
der and redum. On diffedion, oppofite to the 
fiftulas in the fcrotum, an obftrudion was dif- 
covered in the urethra, occafioned primarily by 
a ftridure of that canal, but completed by feven 
, or eight calculi which had been caufed by it, 
and which were lodged immediately behind it. . 
The bladder, which was greatly thickened, was 
filled with mucus, and contained fix calculi. 
Behind the bladder was a mafs of thickened parts 
conneding it with the redum, and a communi¬ 
cation between the bladder and red urn large 
enough to admit a bougie. 
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At a public meeting of the Academy of Sur¬ 
gery at Paris, on the 26th of April, the gold 
medal of 500 livres value was adjudged to the 
celebrated Profeffor Camper for the bed difier- 
tation on the prize queftion announced laft year; 
after which were read the elogy of the late M. 
Difdier, by M. Louis ; fome reflexions on the 
exfoliation of bones by M. Fabre; remarks on 
abfcefies in the fubftance of the tongue by M. 
Petibeau ; and a diflertation'on the locked jaw 
by M. Sabatier. 


PROMOTIONS. 

Dr. Henry Revell Reynolds, and Dr. Thomas 
Bowdler, phyficians in London, to be Fellows 
of the Royal Society.—Dr. Martin Wall to be 
reader in chemiftry at Oxford .—April 28. Mr. 
Valentine Jones to be furgeon to the firft troop 
df horfe guards, in the room of Mr. Robert 
Sinclair .—May 26. Dr. Thomas Clerk, member 
of the College of Phyficians, London, to be 
phyfician to the forces in North America, under 
the command of Sir Henry Clinton.—Mr. Pa¬ 
trick 



trick Connor, late afiiftant furgeon to the hof- 
pital at St. Vincent’s, to be furgeon to the hof- 
pital in the Leeward Iflands. 


DEATHS. 

March it.—A t Reading in Berkfhire, Mr. 
Palmer, apothecary, aged 63 years. 

24.—At Watton in Norfolk, Mr. Robinfon, 
furgeon. 

26.—At his feat at Huntingdon in Scotland, 
George Gray, M. D. formerly phyfician to the 
fadtory at Calcutta. 

April 7.—In Lamb-ftreet, Spital-fields, Lon¬ 
don, Mr. Peter Mofes Chaftelier, furgeon. 

12.—At Millthrop in Weftmoreland, Mr. 
Francis Herd, furgeon. 

21. At Morpeth, Northumberland, Mr. Reed, 
furgeon. 

28.—At Ncwcaftle upon Tyne, Mr. John 
Carr, furgeon. 

May 9.—At Pendleton, Lancalhirc, aged 54 
years, Mr. Thomas Diggles, formerly a furgeon 
and apothecary at Manchefter. 
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SECTION IV. 

Monthly Catalogue. 

I. Hints on Difeafes that are not cured ; addreffed 
to the Faculty > only. 4to. Murray , London, 
1781. 46 pages, is. 6d, 

T HIS pamphlet is written in an agreeable 
manner, and feemingly with a view to draw 
the attention of medical praXitioners to certain 
difeafes ufually deemed incurable, rather than to 
propofe any new modes of treatment in fuch 
cafes. The author has confined his reflexions 
chiefly to confumption and gout. “ At a period, 
(i fays he, which teems with valuable treadles, 
<e On almofl: every other difeafe; and when we 
4< are threatened with an inundation of Ample 
•* faXs from every quarter, the number of vo- 
“ lumes on pulmonary phthifis begins to dimi- 
“ nifh, and the gouty patient is left to tell his 
1‘ own ftory.” 

As a means of improving our praXice in 
Cafes of phthifis, he propefes the inllitution of 
an infirmary, which might confifl: of one or 
more houfes, in a dry, airy, but not very ex- 
fifuatiotq for the reception of poor con- 

fumptive 
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fumptive patients. “ If one of them, he ob- 
“ ferves, were fituated near the fea, it would 
“ afford the probable advantages of fea air, and 
“ an opportunity of failing, an exercife fo highly 
extolled, that we have fome reafon to think . 
“ on this confined fcale, it might prove no def- 
«« picable auxiliary. The relative fituation of a 
£ “.lime-kiln, or any manufactory which occa- 
“ fions copious exhalations, may determine the 
“ choice of other receptacles. Let each of 
u them be fpagiousi yet never contain more 
“ patients than one phyfician and one apothe- 
cary may well take the charge of: the for- 
“ mer fhould attend at leaft three times a week, 
and keep an exaCt regifter of every cafe that 
« falls under his infpeCtion. His fagacity mud 
“ direfl him further; but he will, I believe, 
“ fee the propriety of proceeding on the plan 
“ of fimple, and cautious medicinal treatment 
« already recommended. He will firft apply 
“ himfelf to learn the beft regimen, and how 
“ far it alone may be relied on ; and when he 
« fhall have occafion to call in remedies to his 
“ aid, he will give them one by one a fair trial, 
“ and thus he will be able to affign to each ins 
« refpeftive degree of merit.” 


In 
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In gouty cafes he propofes, that the books 
which make mention of anti-arthritic medicines 
fhould be confulted, and that all fuch as are not 
nbfurd or evidently infignificant, fhould have a 
fair trial, and their effe&s be carefully attended 
to. 

2. Outlines of the theory and cure of fever, 
upon plain and rational principles, by John 
jfi'ken, Fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons, 
of the Royal Medical Society, one of the Sur¬ 
geons of the Royal Infirmary, and lefturer on 
anatomy, furgery, and chemiftry in Edinburgh, 
Svo. Cadelly London, 1781. 88 pages. 

The firft thing that attra&ed our notice, on 
opening this little produdlion, was the following 
dedication to common sense : “ Thou venera- 

“ ble arbiter of fcience and of human condutt, 
“ univerfally to be cultivated and adored ! How 
“ ieldom do the fons of iglculapius bend as 
46 humble votaries at thy fhrine ! Many of them 
«* have lamentably fecluded themfelves from thy 
“ irradiating influence; fome bewildered by 
“ numberlefs mounds of mud, their own crea- 
“ tion ; fome confounded by artificial -clouds 
“ and darknefs; and fome, flrange to tell! have 
“ fatally deviated from the path leading to thy 
“ temple, bccaufe it is patent and obvious. Of- 

“ tener 
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With the firll edition of this ufeful compen¬ 
dium, our anatomical readers are doubtlefs well 
acquainted. In the prefent edition it is greatly- 
enlarged and improved. Amongft other addi¬ 
tions Dr. Simmons has given a table of the muf- 
cles, deferibing the origin, infertion, and ufe of 
each •, he has likewife introduced a more copious 
defeription of the brain than is to be met with 
in the firft impreffion, and as he has availed 
himfelf of all the lateft improvements in ana¬ 
tomy, his work cannot but prove highly accep¬ 
table to medical ftudents. 

4. A treatife on the gonorrhoea; to which is 
added a critical enquiry into the different me¬ 
thods of adminiftering mercury. Intended as a 
fupplement to a former work, intitled, A new 
and eafy method of cure by the introduction of 
mercury into the fyftem through the orifices of 
the abforbent vefiels on the infide of the mouth. 
By Peter Clare , furgeon, fmall 8vo. Cadell, Lon¬ 
don, 1781. 60 pages. 

The greateft part of this pamphlet confifts of 
quotations from Boerhaave, Mead, Woodward, 
Alfton, Geo. Fordyce, Smith, and Plenk, but 
chiefly from the three latter. Mr. Clare avows 
himfelf a convert to the ufc*of cold vitriolic 
injections in gonorrhoea, provided at the fame 


time 
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fame time a grain of mercurial powder is daily 
applied to the cuticular furface of the lips. 
Mercurial preparations he has generally found 
too irritating. His critical inquiry feems in¬ 
tended to prove* that the rubbing calomel on 
the infide of the mouth is the fafeft and moft 
effectual method of introducing mercury into' 
the fyftem* 

5. Recherches analytiques fur Ies eaux de la 
fontaine minerale de Jaleyrac dans la Haute Au* 
vergne, avec un precis des maladies oh ces eaux 
peuvent etre utiles, des caS ou elles pourroienc 
etre prejudiciables, et la maniere de les prendre 
avec fucces. Par M. Pierre Andre de la Roujfe - 
rie, D. M. Medecin a Neuvie en Limoufm. i. e. 
Analytical inquiries concerning the mineral wa¬ 
ters at Jaleyrac in Upper Auvergne, with an 
account of the difeafes in which they may be 
ufeful, of the cafes in which they might prove 
hurtful, and of the method of taking them 
with fuccefs. By Peter Andrew de la Roujferie, 
M. D. Phyfician at Neuvie in Limoufm. i2mo. 
Tulle. 1780. 21 pages. 

6. Diflertation fur Ie charbon malin de U 
Bourgogne, oh la puftule maligne : ouvrage 
couronne par I’academie des fciences, arts &c 
belles lettres de Dijon, le 14 Fevrier, 1780, 

Vo l. I. N° V. A a a i t. A 
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i. e. A difiertation on the carbuncle or malig¬ 
nant puftule of Burgundy, being the work crown¬ 
ed by the academy of fcicnces, arts, and belles 
lettres at Dijon, Feb. 14, 1780. 8vo. Dijon, 
1780. 

7. Compendio di notizie interefianti circa il 
veneno di rabbiofi animali. i. e. A compendium 
of interefting remarks on the poifon of mad 
animals. By Felix AJli , M. D. 4to. Mantua, 

1779* no pages. 

This compilation would have been more ufe- 
ful, if the author had availed himfelf of the 
researches of feveral modern writers, with whofe 
works he feems to be unacquainted. Towards 
the clofe of the pamphlet we meet with a few 
cafes, from which we learn, that feveral perfons 
at Pomponefco ate part of a hog that had been 
bit by a mad dog, without experiencing any ill 
effects from it. The author likewife informs 
us, that the fldh of an ox under fimilar circum- 
ftances proved equally innocent. He fpeaks ol 
a mad wolf that bit a great number of perfons 
in the neighbourhood of Lonato, moll of whom 
perifhed. One woman, however, was cured by 
the internal and external ufe of mercury; and 
another, who was delivered of a child the day 
after'the accident, efcapcd by taking Bellini’s 



[ 37i ] 

powder, which is a mixture of cantharides and 
pepper, ft does not appear, however, that 
either of thefe two patients had received the 
infection. 

8. Eloge de M. Maret, Maitre en Chirurgie 
a Dijon, ancien chirurgien major de l’hofpital 
general, penfionnaire veteran de l’academie des 
fciences, arts et belles lettres de la meme ville, 
par M. Maret , Dodteur en Medecine, fecretaire 
perpetuel de 1’academie: Id dans la feance du 
17 Deccmbre 1780. i. e. The Elogy of M. 
Maret, furgeon at Dijon, formerly furgeon to 
the General Hofpital, and member of the aca¬ 
demy of fciences, &c. by M. Maret , M. D. 
fecretary to the academy. Read at the meeting 
on the 17th of December 1780. 8vo. Dijon. 
32 pages. 

John Philibert Maret, the fubjedt of this 
little work, was born at Dijon, November 8, 
1705. He ftudied furgery firft under his father 
at Dijon, and afterwards at Rome and Paris. 
He died October the 14th 1780, unmarried, 
leaving the author and feven other nephews 
and nieces to regret his lofs. He was the au¬ 
thor of three difTertations prefented to the aca¬ 
demy of Dijon. In one of thefe he attempts to 
prove, that in dying perfons hearing is the laft 

A a a 2 fenfc 
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fenfc extinguifhed. His fecond paper was on 
imputation, and the third on lithotomy, 

9. Detail des fucces de 1 ’etablifiement que la 
ville de Paris a fait en faveur des perfonnes 
noyees, et qui a ete adopte dans diverfes pro¬ 
vinces de France. Par M. Pia, ancien echevin 
de la ville de Paris, & chevalier de l’ordre du 
roi, &c. i. e. An account of the fuccefs of an 
eftabliftiment inftituted by the city of Paris in 
favour of drowned perfons, and which has been 
adopted in feveral provinces of France. By M. 
Pia , formerly fheriff of the city of Paris, and 
knight of the king’s order. Svo. Paris. 3d 
edition, 1780. 

10. Phyfica hominis fani, feu explicatio func- 
tionum corporis humani, auiftore Nicolao Jadelot 
regis confiliario et medico, anatomise & phyfio- 
logias in univerfirate Nanceiana profefibre, aca- 
demise regiae fcientiarum et artium Nanceiane 
ac lbcietatis regiae medics Parifins focio ; nofo- 
comii Nanceiani a Sanfto Carolo difti medico, 
Svo. Nanceii, 1779, 249 pages. 

An inaccurate compendium of phyfiology, 
written in an obfcure ftyle. 

11. Alberti xen Haller prim as lines phyfiolo- 
gis aucts ab H. A^ Wrijberg , M. D. anatomes 

et 
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et artis obftetric. prof, ordin. Gotting. 8vo. 
Gottingen, 1780, 550 pages. 

This excellent work is greatly improved by 
the prefent editor’s judicious notes. 

12. Einlcitung in die Wifienfchaft der rohen 
und einfachen Arzneymittel, &c. Von J. G. 
Gleditfcb , D. A. D. &c. i. e. An introdu&ion 
to the knowledge of fimple medicines upon 
phyfico-chemical and medico pradtical princi¬ 
ples. By J. G. Gleditfcb , M. D. and profefior 
of botany at Berlin. 8vo. Berlin, 1779, 2 vol. 

In this work the medicinal fimples are de- 
fcribcd with great precifion, and the characte- 
riftics of their goodnefs or adulteration carefully 
afcertained. 

13. J. F. Van Berkley's Naturgefchichte von 
Holland, &c. e. The natural hiftory of Hol¬ 
land, by J. F. Van Berkley. Tranflated from 
the Dutch. With copper plates. Vol. I. 8vo. 
Leipfic, 1779, 3 1 4 pages. 

This writer appears to be unacquainted with 
many late difcoveries in natural hiftory. He 
confines himftlf chiefly to a delcripiion of the 
atmofphere, foil, rivers, &c. of Holland, and 
pafies flightly over its animals, vegetables, and 
piinerals. In his arrangement be follows M. M. 
Buffon and D’Aubenton. 

14. Theorlas 


r 
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14. Theoriae phamomenorum eleCtricorum, 
quiE, feu eleCtricitatis ex redundante corpore in 
deficiens trajeClu, qu£ fola atmofphenc eleCtricas 
aCtione gignuntur. AuCtore J. de Herbert , 
prof, philofophise naturalis. 8vo. Vienna, 1779, 
246 pages, with copper plates. 

This very ingenious performance, contains 
a great number of new and interefting expe¬ 
riments in electricity. In his feventh chapter, 
fpeakir.g of the effects of electricity upon orga¬ 
nized bodies, the author mentions an experi¬ 
ment on two boys by weighing them in a pair of 
i’cales, one of which was fufpended by filk; 
and he allures us, that the boy in the latter 
kale, after being ltrongly electrified, became 
much lighter than the other. Having procured 
recent portions of a nerve, mufcle and artery, 
he found the firlt to be as good a conductor as 
metal, while the mufcle was lefs fo, and the 
artery did not conduit at all. But the next 
day the nerve, when dry, was as incapable of 
tranfmitting electricity, as the artery. Hence 
our author concludes, that its conducting powers 
depended on the exigence of a nervous fluid. 
In noticing the medicinal effects of eleCtricity, 
our author tells us he has often obferved, that 
after the cure of obftinate difeafes of long 

ftanding, 
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Handing, fuch as palfies, for inftance, by elec¬ 
tricity, the removal of the original complaint 
has been fucceeded by rheumatic fevers, catarrhs 
and diarrhoeas. 

15. Abhandlungcn’zurnaturgefchichte, phyfik 
und oekonomie, aus den Philofophifchen Tran- 
laftionen und Samlungen, vom erften Bande 
angefangen gefamelt und mit einigen Anmer- 
kungen iiberfetzt erfter Band. i. e. Efiays on 
natural hiftory, natural philofophy, and rural 
oeconomy, extracted from the Philofophical 
Tranfa&ions, with notes. Vol. I. 4to. Leipfic, 

1779, 2 9 2 P a S es * 

The German reader is indebted for this ufe- 
ful compilation to Mr. Lelke, profeflor of na¬ 
tural hiltory at Leipfic, who has enriched it 
with a great number of ufeful notes. 

16. H. A. JVriJlerg , M. D. et anatomes pro- 
fefloris difiertatio de preternaturali et raro in- 
teftini redti cum vefica urinaria coalitu et inde 
pendente ani defettu obfervationibus anatomicis 
fuperftrudta. Cum figuris. 4to. Gottingen, 

1 779 * 

• The fubje< 5 t of this diflertation was a child, 
who died eight days after its birth. The ap¬ 
pearances on difie&ion are well exhibited in the 
engravings that accompany the work. 


17. H. 
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iy. H. A. IVriJberg, M. D. &c. Obferva-- 
riones anatomicas de tefticulorum ex abdomintf 
in fcrotum defcenfu, ad illuftrandam in chirur- 
gia de herniis congenitis utriufque fexus doctri^ 
nam, cum figuris. 410. Gottingen, 1779- • 

The intention of our author is to (hew, how 
the defcent of the tefticles may give rife to an 
hernia congenita. He firft quotes the obferva- 
tions of different modern anatomical writers, and 
then adds the refult of his own inquiries on thi$ 
fubjedt. He finds, that the teftes do not defcend 
fo low as the abdominal rings till the fixth or 
feventh month, and that the fcrotum till that 
time is fmall and empty. He obferves, that the 
tefticles while in the abdomen are covered only 
by a minute procefs of the peritonaeum, and 
afford no appearance of a tunica vaginalis. Irt 
his diffedtions, he has feveral times found a part 
of the omentum or inteftines adhering to the 
tefticle in the abdomen of the foetus, and when 
this happens, an hernia congenita will be likely 
to take place. The fame thing, lie adds, will 
occur, when the peritonseum in its courfe over 
the feminal veffels to the nlefentery, fends off a 
minute procefs to the ileum or caecum, and by 
means of it draws down the inteftines on the 
right fide, which is the common feat of the her* 
nia congenita. 
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For JUNE 1781. 

SECTION I. 
BOOKS. 

I. Ada Societatis Medic* Havnienfis. Volumtn II. 

8vo. Havnise, 1779, 320 pages. 

T HE Medical Society at Copenhagen 
have publifhed four volumes of their 
tranfa&ions; the two J^rft under the 
title of ColleCtanea, and the two hft under the 
prefent title. The volume before us contains 
the following papers: 

1 . An account of the fcarlatina that prevailed 
in 1776 and 1777. By J. Eichel, M. D. phy- 
fician to the king for the province of Funen. 

The difeafe here defcribed was a fcarlatina 
anginofa , the throat having been conftantly more 
or lefr affe&ed. Our author noticed three va¬ 
rieties of this fever. The firft of thefe was at- 
Vol. I. N° VI. B b b tended 
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tended with an univerfal eruption, and chiefly 
attacked very young fubjedb. The firft fymp- 
tom of the difeafe was a painful fenfation in the 
fauces, which appeared inflamed and enlarged ; 
to this, in the fpace ufually of twenty-four 
hours, fucceeded an eruption, which began com¬ 
monly on the face and neck, and from thence 
lpread over the reft of the body. The pulfe 
was much quicker than would have been ex¬ 
pected from the little heat and thirft of which 
the patients complained. The naufea, anxiety, 
&c. that preceded the eruption, went off foon 
after its appearance ; but the quicknefs of pulfe 
increal'cd, efpecially at the beginning of the 
eruption. About the third day from the firft 
appearance of the eruption, the painful affection 
of the fauces began to diininifh, and the cuticle 
fealed off in a dry feurf. At this period of 
the difeafe, a moifture of the (kin was a favour¬ 
able fymptom j on the contrary, if the (kin 
about that time was hot and dry, an alarming 
increafe of the inflammatory fymptoms ufually 
took place, and in fome patients terminated in an 
indolent fwelling of the parotid glands, or in a 
difeharge from the ears. 

In the fecond fpecies the throat was more 
affefted, and all the fymptoms more alarming. 

The 
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The eruption was leldom to be perceived before 
the third day from the attack, and then only in 
fome few parts of the body, chiefly about the 
joints, appearing in broad red fpots of different 
fizes. In the third fpecies the throat only was 
affefted, without any concomitant eruption. 

II. Of the malignant fcarlatina that 'prevailed 
at Copenhagen during the fummer of 1777, and 
the winter of 1778. By Solomon Theophilus 
de Meza, M. D. 

III. An account of the angina and fcarlatina 
that prevailed at Copenhagen in the years 1777 
and 1778. By Frederick l.ewis Bang, M. D. 

IV. Practical obfervations on the epidemic fcar¬ 
latina of 1777 and 1778. By Urban Bruun 
Aafkow, M. D. 

The fcarlatina anginofa, after having been 
epidemic in Holftein and Funen in 1776 and 
1777, began to fhew itfelf in Copenhagen about 
the month of July 1777; and the above three 
papers contain a hiftory of this difeafe as it ap¬ 
peared in that capital, where it feems to have 
been attended with nearly the fame variety of 
fymptoms as that deicribed by Dr. Eichel. 

V. A cafe of f.flula in perinao , by Alexander 
Koelpin.—The patient whofe cafe is here de- 
feribed, would not acknowledge that he had 

B b b 2 ever 
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ever been infedted with the venereal difeafe, but 
afcribed the origin of his complaint to a ftran- 
gury that came on during a fever. When our 
author firft faw him jn 1766, which was up¬ 
wards of three years from the fjrft attack, the 
Urethra feemed to be perfectly clofed, as neither 
bougies nor catgut could poffibly be introduced 
far into it, and all the urine the patient voided 
iffued from the fiftula in perin<eo. From the 
great quantity of fediment the urine depofited, 
the bladder was fuppofed to contain a calculus ; 
but no ftone could be felt by introducing the 
finger up the redtum. An incifion was made 
through the obftrufted part of the urethra as 
far as the fiftula •, but fo much was the canal 
contracted beyond this, that it was impofiible 
to introduce a catheter into the bladder. The 
day following, however, by introducing a piece of 
prepared fponge into the opening, the author di¬ 
lated it fufficiently in the fpace of a few hours to 
admit a director, along which he carried his 
knife through the whole of the contracted por¬ 
tion of the urethra. He then removed the di¬ 
rector, and in its ftead introduced a catheter, 

• * * V 

which after being properly feeured, was fuffered 
to remain for feveral days. At firft the urine 

was difeharged in part through the wound, and 

• 

in 
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In part through the catheter, but at the end of 
a week it pafied only through the former. The 
catheter was then removed, and after being 
cleaned, was again replaced as before. The 
introduction was now effected with eafe, and this 
operation of taking out, wiping and replacing 
the inftrument, was repeated at times for a fort¬ 
night, during which time, by the afliftance of 
comprefies of lint, only a very fmall proportion 
of urine flowed from the wound, the greater 
part of it palling through the catheter. 

As the patient now began to experience great 
inconvenience from the conftant ufe of the ca¬ 
theter, it was introduced only for about two 
hours every day, or occafionally when he want¬ 
ed to make water. In this manner he pro¬ 
ceeded to the end of the fecond month, when 
he began to void his urine without the catheter, 
though not without fome drops of it palling 
through the wound. It was not till about four 
months after the operation, and after the patient 
had had an hernia humoralis and an abfcefs in 
the fcrotum, that the fillula entirely healed, and 
the urine took its natural courfe. 

VI. A new method of treating uterine hamor- 
Xhages after delivery . By M. Saxtorph, M. D. * 
£See our Journal for January, page 59.] 

VII. Of 
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VII. Of the morhus maculofus bamorrkagicus. 
By J. W. Gulbrand, M. D.—We have here an 
inflance of a difeafe that has been very accu¬ 
rately defcribed by Werlhof. The patient was 
a young man aged nineteen years, by trade a 
confectioner, of a fair complexion, florid cheeks, 
and (lender make. Towards the end of the 
fummer, and when the weather was rather cold, 
he was feized on a fudden, and without any ap¬ 
parent caufe, with a profufe fpitting of blood, 
attended with a flight cough, but without any 
concomitant fever or pain of the bread. The 
next day a lurgeon took away a few ounces of 
blood, and recommended the ufe of nitre, an 
infuflon of arnica, cold barley water, &c. In 
fpite of thefe remedies, however, the haemor¬ 
rhage continued. It was on the evening of the 
eleventh day from the attack that our author 
firft law him. He found him difeharging a 
great quantity of a thin, dark coloured, feetid 
blood at the mouth. His pulle was foft, fmall, 
and fomewhat quick. Spots of a dark red co¬ 
lour, refembling petechi.T, were perceptible in 
every part of the patient’s b;;dy, but particu¬ 
larly on his legs and thighs, whecsj- they were 
0 larger and of a more livid hue. As'the patient 
had been four days without going to flool. Dr. 

Gulbrand 
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Gulbrancl began by prefcribing a clyfter and a 
1'olution of manna, after which he recommended 
a liberal ufe of a deception of Peruvian bark, 
combined with vitriolic acid. The next day 
the patient had had three {tools, but his fymp- 
toms were become more alarming. His pulfe 
was fmaller and quicker; hfe breathing {hotter; 
and the difeharge of blood by the mouth not 
abated. The nbht following he was more reft- 
lefs than before ; the petechias were more nu¬ 
merous, larger, and more livid ; and his pulfe 
become hardly perceptible. Rhenifh wine was 
recommended along with the bark, but without 
effedt, as he died on the 13th day.—Difledtion 
threw no light on the caufe of the difeale. / 11 
the abdominal vifeera were found, except the 
lpleen, which feemed to be larger than ufual, 
but without any morbid appearance. The pos¬ 
terior furface of the right lobe of the lungs ' 
was flightly difeafed. 

VIII. A cafe of violent byjleria cured by the 
Peruvian bark. By John Henry Schoenheider, 

M. D. 

In a cafe of hyfteria, attended with the mod 
formidable fymptoms, and where the paroxyfin 
returned every day at a ftated hour, our author 
Succeeded by means of the Peruvian bark given 
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in large dofes, after the moft powerful antifpaf- 
modics had been found ineffectual. 

IX. A treatife on putrid fever ; which gained 
the prize offered by the College of Pbyftcians at 
Copenhagen in the year 1777. By F. L. Bang, 
M. D. 

The views of the college were to determine, 
1. The reafon why putrid fevers are more fre¬ 
quent now than they were formerly $ 2. The 
diagnoftic fymptoms that diftinguifh them from 
other acute fevers \ and, 3. The belt method of 
treating them. 

To the firft of thefe inquiries our author, 
after the moft careful refearches on the fubjeCt, 
ventures to reply that fevers of this clafs, in- 
ftead of being more frequent, are probably lefs 
fo now than they were formerly. In proof of 
this affertion he appeals to different writers, and 
to the reports of Frederick’s Hofpital at Copen¬ 
hagen. His remarks on the diagnofis and 
treatment of putrid fevers are judicious, but 
contain nothing more than what is to be found 
in the belt Englifh writers on this fubjeCl. 

X. Of a fwgular Jlriflure of the uterus , by which 
the head of the child was retained in an unnatural 
wanner. By M. Saxtorph, M. D.—-The author 
relates the cafe of a woman, who was taken in 

labour 
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labour in the feventh month of her pregnancy, 
and attended by a midwife. In extracting the 
foetus the head was feparated from the body, 
and the former remained in the uterus. The 
midwife imputed this accident to a fpafmodic 
contraction of the neck of the uterus. After 
many fruitlefs attempts, during fix hours, to 
finifh the delivery, fhe fent for our author, who 
found the mouth of the uterus fo dilated, that 
bis hand palled eafiiy into its cavity. The head 
of the child feemed to be inclofed in a kind of 
fac, formed by a contraction of the uterus 
around its neck, fo that no other part of it 
could be felt than the firft vertebra colli projecting 
a little from the fac into the Cavity of the 
womb. The author’s repeated endeavours to 
remove the head from this fituation proving in¬ 
effectual, and the patient complaining much of 
pain, he deemed it prudent to withdraw his 
hand, and to preferibe VensefeCtion and twenty 
drops of tinCtura thebaica. After a few hours, 
regular labour pains came on, and the head, be¬ 
ing at length prefied down into the vagina, was 
eafiiy extracted. 

The author clofes his account of this cafe 
with feveral ufeful remarks. He obferves, that 
the uterus oftentimes contracts fo unequally, 
Vol. I. N® VI. Ccc that 
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that in attempting to turn a child he has more 
than once found the feet inclofed in a fac fimilar 
to the one juft now fpoken of, and that the 
placenta is frequently furrounded in a fimilar 
manner is, he adds, a well-known fadt. 

In cafes where the head of the foetus is torn 
off in the uterus, and where no haemorrhage or 
other alarming fymptom takes place, he very 
prudently advifes us to truft the delivery to 
nature. 

XI. A cafe of 'purulent cough cured by an al- 
fcefs. By J. W. Gulbrand, M. D.—The pa¬ 
tient, a woman fifty-nine years old, after having 
been for fome time troubled with oppreffion at 
the breaft, cough, purulent expectoration, pain 
about the region of the liver, and an univerlal 
anafarca, was at length relieved by a large ab- 
fcefs a little below the right fcapula, which dil- 
charged a great quantity of matter. Soon after 
this, iffues were opened in each of her legs; 
and by thefe means, together with the ufe of 
decodtion of the bark and elixir of vitriol, ftie 
recovered in about five months. The author 
obferves, that a cafe fimilar to this is related by 
Van Swieten in the third volume of his com¬ 
mentaries. As an appendix to this paper. Dr. 
Gulbrand has added the following pradlical re¬ 
marks. 
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marks, viz. i. He has feen an obftinate pain in 
the left knee, remaining after a rheumatic fever, 
carried off by an increafcd fecretion of urine. 
2. He finds a fcabious efflorelcence to be the 
mod certain crifis in the generality of fevers 
among the common people. 3. He has had 
occafion to treat a clonic fpafm of the ball of 
the right eye, which was ocrafioned by light¬ 
ning, and refilled every remedy. 4. He has 
experienced excellent effects from clylters of 
cold water in malignant fevers. *5. Hehasfound 
a powder compofed of cream of tartar, kermes 
mineral, arum root and flowers of fulphur, ufe- 
ful as an alterative remedy. 6. In gouty cafes, 
and in glandular fwellings after fevers, attended 
with thick turbid urine, he has feen good effe&s 
from the ufe of the extracts of aconitum, cicuta, 
and belladonna. 7. After many trials he is far 
from being convinced of the efficacy of quaflia. 
8. He had occafion to fee a young man, who 
foon after having been cured of the itch by the ung. 
e fulphure , was attacked with a difficulty of 
breathing fo as to be unable to lie down in his 
bed, and at the lame time had an cedematous 
fwclling of the left arm, with an irregular pulle. 
The patient died; and on difletflion, the whole 
of the left lobe of the lungs was converted as it 
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were into a fteatomatous tumour, that adhered 
to the pleura and ribs. 9. In another patient, 
a dropfical boy twelve years old, who had been 
cured of the itch in the fame manner, our au¬ 
thor found the right kidney changed into a 
fimilar tumour. 10. He has feen intermittent 
fevers cured by puli). rad. calami aromatici 9 
after the Peruvian bark had been tried without 
effeft. 

XII. Of the cure of the venereal difeafe in 
children. By J.’H. Schoenheider, M. D. 

The author obferves, that the difeafe com¬ 
monly appears about the third or fourth week 
after birth. The firft marks of it are ufually 
red or blue fpots about the anus and pudenda, 
and fometimes on the forehead. The inode of 
treatment he recommends, is to give the patient 

1 * * • 

one grain of calomel with two grains of fugar, 
and four of magnefia, daily. In very young 
children, twelve dofes are faid to be in general 
fiifpcient; but he has fometimes found it ne- 
cefiary to preferibe forty. He has never feen a 
falivation excited by this courfe ; a circumftance 
he alcribes to the frequent locie ftools to which 
children are fubjedl. Sometimes, however, he 
has feen convulfions take place ; but fuch fymp- 
toms, he obferves, were generally £bon removed 



by clyflers, and by anointing the fpine with the 
unguentum nervinum Pharm. Dan. 

XIII. A cafe of venereal confumption cured by 
mercurial friolicns. By Sol. Theoph. de Meza, 
M. D. 

We have already given our readers the whole 
of this paper in our Journal for February, page 
129. 

XIV. Practical obfervations on the connexion of 
intermittent fevers with other difeafes. By Fred. 
Lewis Bang, M. D.—The author of this paper 
prefents us with feveral remarks on the difeafes 
that accompany or are produced by intermit- 
tents, fuch as topical pains, cough, diarrhoea, 
obftru&ions of the liver, and dropfy. When 
the laft of thefe takes place, he has generally 
found the moft efficacious remedy to be cream 
of tartar, taken in dofes of two fpoonfuls three 
times a day. In one cafe, however, in which a 
dropfy of the legs, thighs, and abdomen was 
brought on by an intermittent of eleven weeks 
Handing, the dropfy feemed to gain ground 
during the ufe of this remedy, fo that our author 
judged it prudent to lay it afide, and fubftitute 
the bark in its Head; by which means he had 
the pleafure to fee both the intermittent and 
dropfy fpeedily removed. In another patient, a 
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lady fifty years old, who had been troubled with 
an anafarca three years previous to the attack of 
the intermittent, both difeafes were cured in the 
fame manner. 

XV. Of an uncommon difeafe of the liver, cured 
by mercury. By J. Clem. Tode, M. D.—We 
have here the cafe of a patient forty-five years 
old, who was feized in the Eaft Indies with 
fymptoms of an obftru&ion of the liver, which 
were foon removed, and he continued well till 
fome time after his return to Europe, when, 
without any apparent caufe, he was again atr 
tacked with the fame complaint. He breathed 
with difficulty, complained of a i'enfation of 
weight and heat in the right hypochondrium, 
and had a hard painful fwelling at that part of 
the abdomen. To thefe fymptoms were added, 
flight fever, lofs of appetite, dejedlion of fpirits, 
and difturbed fleep. No yellow tinge was ob- 
fcrvable in the fkin, eyes, or urine *, but the 
tumour in the hypochondrium enlarged, grew 
more painful, and to the touch feemed to afford 
marks of a fluctuation, In this ftate recourfe 
was had to mercury. Mercurial unCtion was 
rubbed upon the tumour, and calomel was given 
internally, combined with rhubarb and foap, 
according to the method mentioned by Dr, 

Lind, 
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Lind. Within a few days the belly became 
more lax, and he voided much bile with his 
ftools, an efFeft which no purgative remedies 
had before been able to produce. At the end 
of a fortnight all the fymptoms were greatly di- 
minilhed; in the third week a gentle falivatio(i 
was excited, fo that the patient fpit about half a 
pint daily. The dofes of mercury during the 
fourth and fifth weeks were gradually leflened. 

„ A few gentle purgatives were preferibed towards 
the end of the courfe, and the patient- is now 
well. 

XVI. Practical remarks on hepatitis . By U. 
B. Aafkow, M. D.—In April and May 1778, 
feveral cafes occurred to the author, of hepatitis 
combined with a flight degree of jaundice. The 
difeafe was attended with fever winch increaled 
towards evening ; colic pains, in fotne patients, 
accompanied with vomiting; a pain under the 
falfe ribs, on the right fide, extending to the pic 
of the ftoraach, which was likewife painful when 
touched i cough, at firit dry, but about the 
fourth day attended with a copious expe&oration 
of yellowifli mucus, now and then (lightly 
ftreaked with blood. The face, which was pale 
at the beginning, began about the third day to 
have a yellowifh tinge. The urine, from being 

pale. 
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pale, was obferved about the fourth day to de- 
pofit a bilious fediment. On the feventh day, 
which our author fuppofes to have been critical, 
the patient generally experienced relief, by hav¬ 
ing a flight difpofition to fweat, loofe ftools, and 
an increafed expe&oration, which continued four 
or five days, when all the fymptoms ufually dis¬ 
appeared. The method of cure adopted by Dr. 
Aafkow was Ample, and in general fuccefsful. 
He began with venzefeftion, which was re¬ 
peated if the pain did not foon abate. He was 
careful to keep the body conftantly lax-, and for 
this purpofe prefcribed manna, honey, tincture 
of rhubarb, whey, &rc. When the fever began 
to decline, he gave deco&ion of the bark, with 
rhubarb or oxymel of fquills. In two cafes 
where the pain continued obflinate, blifters ap¬ 
plied near the feat of the pain had a good efteft; 
and in one patient, whofe complaints were more 
troublefome and of much longer duration than 
the reft, recourfe was had to.mercury, which 
excited a falivation that continued upwards of a 
month, and effected a cure. This laft cafe is 
related by the author at full length. 

XVII. A cafe of retr ever ted uterus. By John 
Philip Rogert, M. D.—The fubjeft of this 
paper was a woman forty-four years old, who 

f. was 
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Was feized while at work with violent pains in 
the lower part of her abdomen, which (he af- 
cribed to colic. The day following fhe com¬ 
plained of ifchuria; but being unwilling to 
apply for medical aififtance, fixteen days elapfed 
before our author faw her. On being told that 
her menfes had difappeared about ten weeks 
before, he attributed her prefcnt complaints to 
pregnancy. On inquiry, a large, round, hard, 
and immoveable body was felt in the pelvis, 
but no veflige of the os uteri qould be dill in- 
guifhed. The belly was tenfe and painful. 
With fome difficulty a catheter was introduced 
into the bladder, and two or three pints of urine 
were evacuated. The author was then able to 
difcover the os uteri, concealed as it were under 
the pubis, and by introducing his hand into the 
vagina, and pulhing the fundus uteri upward 
and a little to one fide, in order to avoid the 
prominence of the facrum, the uterus refumed 
its natural pofition. The night following this 
operation, the patient had a flight difcharge of 
blood from the uterus, which feemed to threaten 
abortion *, but by keeping her quiet, and in bed 
for a few days, fhe recovered and went her full 
time, at the end of which fhe .was happily de¬ 
livered. * *v 

Vol. I. N° VI. \ Ddd XVIII. 
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XVIII. An account of a peculiar tumour of the 
ovarium. By M. Saxtorph, M. D.—A lady 
who had borne two children, was taken, when 
on the road and in a carriage, with a great defire 
to make water. She retained it for fome hours 
thro’ modefty *, and then, when (he endeavoured 
to void it, was feized with violent pains and 
convulfions. At length fhe evacuated her urine, 
and the convulfions ceafed ; but a few days 
after, feverifh fymptoms came on, attended with 
pain and a difficulty in making water. Thefe 
fymptoms were occafioned by a prolapfus uteri, 
which our author reduced by the preffure of his 
hand. About a year afterwards as fhe was 
riding in a coach the complaint returned, and 
was reduced in the fame manner as before •, but 
from that time {he conftantly complained of a 
fenfation of weight on the right fide of the re¬ 
gion of the pubis, and it was not long before a 
tumour was perceptible in that part. At length 
the right thigh fwelled to an enormous bulk, 
became gangrenous, and the patient died. On 
diffecHon, the right ovarium was found en¬ 
larged 10 the fize of a child’s head, and filled 
with a febaceous matter, in which w r as a con- 
fiderable quantity of twifted hair. 

XIX. Of the cure of an afcites of five years 

funding. 
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Jlanding. By S. T. de Meza, M. D.—We have 
here an account of a woman forty years old, 
who, after thrice undergoing the operation of 
the paracentefis, was at length cured by taking 
the cxymel colchici in the manner recommended 
by Baron Storck. The author informs us, that 
the fluid difeharged at the third tapping had a 
purulent appearance, and that the patient after¬ 
wards became heftic, and voided little or no 
urine. He afiiires us, however, that in a few 
days after flie began to take the colchicum , the 
dilcharge by urine increafed confiderably, and 
that by perfevering for fome time in the daily 
ufe of a few tea-fpoonfuls of the remedy, all 
her fymptoms gradually difappeared. 

XX. An account cf a tertian attended with re¬ 
markable fymptoms . By P. C. Abildgaard.—-An 
hyfterical woman, forty years old, was attacked 
with a tertian, the fecond paroxyfm of which 
was accompanied by a lofs of voice that conti¬ 
nued ten hours. The third fit, however, pro¬ 
duced a very different effedl j for inftead of apho-. 
ilia, the patient was feized with what our author 
calls a metro-mania , or rage for reciting verfes, 
which fhe did extempere , having never before 
had the leaft tafte for poetry. When the fit was 
over fhe became ftupid^ and remained fo till the 
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return of the paroxyfin, when (lie relumed her 
poetical powers again. After the fixth pa¬ 
roxyfm, the bark, of which Hie had taken half 

• i 

an ounce between each fit, not having proved 
efficacious, and the author, on account of her 
dilbrdered imagination and a troublel'ome cof- 
tivenefs fire laboured under, fearing to increafe 
tire dofe of it, thought proper to lay it afide, 
and in its Head prefcribed an emulfion of gum 
ammoniacum and afafcetida, which in a few 
days removed the complaint, 

V 

XXI. A cafe of txccffive intoxication. By 
I lenry Callifcn.—A Tailor, thirty years old, after 
drinking immoderately of brandy, was left by 
Iris companions all night in the open air in au- 
pimn. The next morning he was brought to 
tire Naval Hofpital with all the fymptonrs of 
apoplexy •, but by repeated bloodletting, and by 
gating emetic tartar into his flom.-*ch fo as to 
excite, yomjting, he recovered his fenfes in about 
twenty hours. 

XXII. An injlance of death occaf.cncd by the 
poveer of imagination. By S. T. de Meza, M. D.— 
The difieafe which our author aferibes to the 

\ i • * 

power of imagination, Teems to have been a 
phrenfv that originated from Tome other very 
different caufl*. The patient, a Jew, of a fuper- 

flitious, 
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ftitious, melancholy difpofition, became fuddenly 
furious. Emetics, venaefeftion, blifters, and 
evacuations were tried without effeft, and on 
the third day from the attack the patient died. 

XXIII. "Three injiances of unexpected recovery . 
By J. H. Schoenheider, M. D.—The firft of thefe is 
a cafe of midwifery in which the arm prefented. 
After replacing it, the author attempted to go 
up for the feet in order to turn the child ; but 
not being able to do this, and the patient being 
exhaufted by the pains, he thought it prudent 
to defift for a time, and recommended venie- 
feftion, reft, and an antiphlogiftic regimen. 
The next morning he was furprized to find that 
the woman had been delivered of a dead child 
without any aiTiitance. The next is a cafe of 
ftrangulated hernia, which after having been at¬ 
tended with the moft alarming fymptoms for 
three weeks, terminated favourably. The re¬ 
medies employed were Peruvian bark, laxative 
clyiters, and cold applications to the hernia.— 
The third is a cafe of curvature of the fpine, 
that came on during an acute difeafe in a youth 
of thirteen years, and was cured by his fuf- 
pending himfelf every day by his hands. 

XXIV. Medico-praElical remarks on the ufe of 
oleum afphr.lti in phthifis. By F. L. Bang, M. D. 

—Thirty 
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" Thirty cafes of phthifis are related in 
which -this remedy was adminiftered in dofes of 
eight or ten drops twice a day. In thirteen of 
them it proved fucceisful j in the other twenty- 
two, this and every other medicine failed. From 
its effects in thele cafes the author concludes, 
that it aefts by promoting expectoration. He 
has generally found it mod beneficial in recent 
cafes, but he has feen it cure even when the 
difeafe has been of a year’s Handing. He affures 
us it proves equally efficacious, whether the dii- 
eafe originates from hremoptyfis, a negletted 
cold, or peripneumony; but in phthifis attended 
wita hoarfenefs, dry cough, or glandular fwell- 
ings, he has rarely feen it of ufe. 

Of the effic acy of an ijfue in a violent ophtkal- 
mia - By Jn G. Gulbrand, M. D.—The cafe here 
deferibed occurred after the fmall-pox. Bliffcrs, 
evacuants,. faturnine and other topical applica¬ 
tions were tried without effeft, and the inffam- 
mation increafed fo much that matter was per¬ 
ceptible behind the cornea. In this alarming 
Hate an iffue was made in the patient’s arm, and 
this, together with a cooling diet and occafional 

purges of jalap and calomel, effected a cure in 
about three weeks. 

XXVI. Remarks on the hypochondriacal difeafe, and 
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cn the ufe of leeches in it. By J. H. Schoenheider, 
M. D.—After fome few prefatory obfervations 
on the confent that prevails between the alimen¬ 
tary canal and the reft of the fyftem, particu¬ 
larly in hypochondriacal patients, the author re-, 
lates the cafe of a man, forty-five years old, 
who in his youth had been fubjed to profufe 
haemorrhage at the nofe, but was now become 
low-fpirited, coftive, and fubjed to flatus, ver¬ 
tigo, &c. He was now and then fubjed to 
haemorrhoids, but the difcharge was fmall, and 
did not relieve him. Venaefedion was tried, but 
without any better effed. At length fix leeches 
were applied around the anus j they produced a 
copious flow of blood, which continued for fe- 
veral days, after which the coftivenel's and other 
fymptoms were effedually removed. 

XXVII. Several remarkable cafes in furgery. 
By Henry Callifen.—The firft of thefe is the 
cafe of a female patient, who laboured under all 
the fymptoms of a ftrangulated hernia femo- 
ralis. On the fourth day of the incarceration 
the menfes appeared, and the fymptoms abated 
confiderably j but returned again the day fol¬ 
lowing, when the author thought ic advileable 
to perform the operation ufual in fuch cafes. 
On cutting through the fkin, the tumour which 

he 
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he had fuppofed to be the hernia, was found co 
be a glandular fwelling feated in the cellular 
membrane. Beyond this, however, a fmall her¬ 
nia was difeovered between the pedtinalis and 
the tendon of the pfoas, which was eafily re¬ 
duced by dilating the ligamentum Fallopii.— 
The fecond is likewife a cafe of hernia femo- 
ralis. On performing the operation, no ap¬ 
pearance of a hernia could be difeovered below 
the ligamentum Fallopii; but above it, the apo- 
neurofis was diftended to the fize of a pigeon’s 
egg. An incifion was made into it, and a piece 
of inteftine, violently inflamed, found in the 
fac. The cavity of this fac communicated with 
the abdomen by a very fmall opening, through 
which the inteftine was eafily reduced. The 
fymptoms were relieved by this operation, but 
foon returned again with great violence, and 
produced death in twenty-four hours. On dif* 
fedtion, another hernial fac was difeovered under 
the ligamentum latum, extending upwards 
towards the pfoas mufcle, and containing a por¬ 
tion of inteftine in a gangrenous ftate.—The 
third is a cafe of coftivenels, which our author 
aferibes to a palfy of the inteftines, brought on 
by retrocedent gout. The difeafe proved fatal 
in nine days; and on difiedtion, the intejlinum 
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C4ECUtn was found enormoufly diftended, fo as to 
occupy almoft the whole cavity of the abdo¬ 
men.—The fourth is a cafe of fatal haemorrhage 
from the anus. The patient, who had been for 
three months labouring under a quartan, was 
feized, previous to a paroxyfm, with a violent 
pain in the left hypochondrium, accompanied 
with vomiting. The abdomen foon became 
diftended j and in about a quarter of an hour 
blood flowed from the anus, and the patient 
died convulfed, before the author, who was im¬ 
mediately fent for, could reach him. On dif- 
fe&ion, the fpleen, which was very large and 
flaccid, was found adhering to and communi¬ 
cating by a fmall opening with the ftomach, 
which as well as the whole inteftinal canal, was 
filled with coagulated blood. The fifth and laft 
cafe affords an inftance of the vertebrae of the 
neck being luxated, without proving fatal. In 
differing a dead body, the author found a real 
anchylofis of the bodies, and articular proceffes 
of the third and fourth cervical vertebrx, both 
which were confiderably diftorted. 
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II. The Principle? and Praffice of Midwifery. In 
which are comprized and methodically arranged 
under the four general heads of Generation , 
Gejlation , Delivery , and Recovery , all the ana¬ 
tomical faffs, phyfiological reafonings , pathologi¬ 
cal obfervations and praffical precepts , necejfary 
to conjiitute the fullejl and mojl complete fyjlem 
of Midwifery. By Edward Fofter, M. D. 
late ‘Teacher of Midwifery in the City of Dublin. 
Completed and correffed by James Sims, M. D. 

8vo. Baldwin, London , 1781, 316 pages , 4s. 
in boards. 

T HE performance here offered to the public, 
was intended, it feems, by the author, as 
a text-book to his leCturcs ; yet at the fame time 
to be plain and intelligible to thofe who might 
not have the advantage of hearing his own 
comment. Unfortunately, however, he was cut 
off by a fever in the prime of life, before he 
had finilhed or revifed the work. The tafk of 
correcting and compleating it was undertaken by 
Dr. Sims, who appears to have been actuated 
by a laudable zeal for the reputation of his 
deceafed friend. 

The work is compofed in the form of apho- 
rifms i a mode of writing, as the author himfelf 

very 
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very properly obferves, which precludes the 
introduction of diffufe arguments, or a fplendid 
ftyle. He ventures, however, to recommend his 
performance “ not only totheftudenr, but to the 
“ practitioner, as what has borne the teft of ex- 
“ periment, and thence likely to endure the 
“ tooth of time.’* 

The matter k arranged under the four ge¬ 
neral heads enumerated in the title. The firft, 
on generation, contains a concife but accurate 
defcription of the female organs of generation; 
together with the fymptoms and general curative 
indications of the difeafes they are liable to. 
The author likewife takes occafion to relate the 
different theories of menftruation and concep- 
ception. The former of thefe he aferibes to, 
1. the peculiar ftruCture of the uterus; 2. to a 
general plethora; 3. to a vafcular fpafm, pro¬ 
duced by the two former caufes, and always 
demonftrable by the pulfe. 

“ Conception, he fays, occurs in the ovaria, 
“ by the communication of the male femen to 
“ them through the womb and Fallopian tubes, 
“ and by its ablorption into a mature ovum; 
“ where, by mixture with the liquor of this 
M ovum, it forms the rudiments of the em- 
“ bryo.” 
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Speaking of preternatural formation, he very 
juftly denies that it can be owing to any powers 
in the imagination of the mother, who is gene¬ 
rally ignorant when, and always how, concep¬ 
tion happens. Befides, as the author obferves, 
her imagination poffefies no fuch power over 
any part of her own body j there is no com¬ 
munication by blood velTels or nerves between 
the mother and foetus ; preternatural formation 
often appears without any emotion in the mo¬ 
ther’s imagination, which on the other hand is 
frequently difturbed without any fuch effed taking 
place; and in fine, a deviation from the na¬ 
tural form is obferved occafionally to happen, 
not only in every fpecies of animals, oviparous 
as well as viviparous, but alfo in vegetables. 
He is therefore induced to aferibe it to 14 im- 
“ perfedion or difproportion in the prolific 
“ principles of male or female, or of both, 
“ producing fuperfluity, deficiency, or dilpro- 
“ portion-,” 2. to “ a difturbed union of thefe 
“ principles producing disfiguration and difloca- 
“ tion and 3. to “ injury received exter- 
“ nally, by contufion, comprellion. See. or in- 
“ ternally, by difeafe, producing concretion or 
deficiency.” 

In the fecond part of the work, which treats 

of 
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of geftation, we are prefented with an account 
of the alteration that takes place in the bulk, 
Ihape, and fituation of the uterus ; the fize, 
weight, and pofition of the foetus at different 
periods, &c. He is of opinion, that fome fhare 
of its nutriment is evidently derived from the 
liquor amnii *, and in defcribing the involucra, 
he fpeaks of the external chorion as being “ the 
“ membrana decidua of a celebrated contempo- 
“ rary anatpmift.” 

Among a variety of other fymptoms of ute¬ 
rine geftation, the author mentions a diflike of 
coition, palenefs, and fometimes a tawny co¬ 
lour, chiefly around the eyes j alfo a curvature 
of the lpine and body backwards, to prelerve 
the centre of gravity on the thighs, with a confe- 
quent waddling in the gait, and propenfity to fall. 

In treating of extra-uterine geftation, the au¬ 
thor obferves, that the womb, if examined by 
the touch, is found in the unimpregnated flute; 
and indeed he is not Angular in this, as it has 
been the generally received opinion ; but in a 
female fubjeft lately differed in London, where 
the foetus and fecundincs had been contained in 
one of the Fallopian tubes, the uterus was 
found to have increaled in the fame proportion 
as in natural pregnancy. 


In 
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In the therapeutic part of geftation, the 
author notices the various difeafes attendant on 
that ftate, together with the methods of treat¬ 
ing them. 

The third part treats of delivery, which the 
author divides into natural and preternatural. 
The former of thefe he aferibes to an irritation 
of the womb, arifing feemingly from that di¬ 
latation of its orifice, which muft always take 
place fo loon as the cavity of the collum uteri is 
completely diftended by geftation. 

Preternatural labour, he thinks, is reducible 
to four heads, viz. “ i. flow; 2. inftrumental; 
“ 3. wrong prefentations ; and 4. complex.** 
The various caufes of each of thefe, and the 
methods of remedying them, are accurately 
pointed out. * 

In the cafe of twins, we are advifed to truft 
the delivery of the fecond foetus to nature, un- 
lefs the fymptoms Ihould be fuch as require 
affiftance. In thefe cafes we are told, that 
“ after a fhort refpite of fome minutes, or per- 
« haps feldom of fome hours, and very rarely 
“ of a few days, natural labour returning ex- 
“ pels the fucceeding foetus, even more fpeedily 
“ and eafily than the former: Nature (adds 
“ the author) requires only our official, not 

“ officious 
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44 officious aid.” Speaking of the rupture of 
the uterus from too great violence ufed in turn¬ 
ing, the author remarks, that it “ has fome- 
“ times, though rarely happened, that the foetus 
“ and fecundines being propelled into the ca- 
44 vity of the abdomen, and the womb contradt- 
44 ing, which it generally foon does, even in 
44 fatal cafes, to a very moderate fize, the wo- 
44 man has furvived and carried about this load 
“ of extra-uterine foetus.” 

In the fourth and laft part of his work, the 
author treats of recovery, or 44 the tranfition to 
“ the found from the infirm ftate, confequent 
44 to delivery,” which he divides into natural 
and preternatural. He obferves, that 44 when 
44 the coloftrum and milk are duly evacuated, 
44 there is no fuch fever as authors have con- 
44 ftantly deferibed to be neceflary to the com- 
44 mencement of this fecretion, about the third 
44 or fourth day after delivery.” 

The difeafe that is found moft frequently to 
retard or prevent recovery, is fever, which is 
either partial or univerfal. Of the latter, the 
ephemeris is the moft frequent; and on that ac¬ 
count, the author thinks, Ihould be called the 
puerperal fever. This fometimes extends itfelf 
beyond the term of the ephemeris, and then 

puts 
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puts on the appearance of inflammatory or (low 
nervous fever, according to the conftitution of 
the patient. Of partial fever, the moft alarm¬ 
ing we are told is peritonitis , which is diftinguifti- 
ed into Ample and complex. In the former, 
the inflammation attacks only the peritonaeum ; 
in the latter, it extends to one or more of the 
abdominal vifcera. The author obferves, that 
this difeafe, which generally appears in child¬ 
bed, and is always =attended with pyrexia, is 
■what is commonly, but improperly called puer¬ 
peral fever, as not only women in the pregnant 
ftate, but men alfo are liable to it, of both 
which he has feen feveral inftances. He even 
goes fo far as to afiert, “ that he has not found 
« a difeafe, of equal apparent danger, nearly 
“ fo obedient to the laws of medicine as this.** « 
He allures us, that all dangerous fymptoms 
have almoft conftantly vaniflied upon the early 
and repeated ufe of an infufion of chamomile 
flowers, and of a faline mixture, in which Ro¬ 
chelle fait and emetic tartar were difiblvcd. 
Bleeding and ftronger vomits he has almoft 
invariably found injurious, and nitre of no ma¬ 
terial efficacy. Under the head of “ natural 
“ recovery of the infant,” by which the author 
underftands “ its transition from the foetal to 

“ the 
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« the infantile ftate without interruption from 
« difeafe,” he offers fome few remarks on the 
management of children; after which he clofes 
his work with a concife defcription of their dif- 
eafes. 


III. Remarks on the influence of climate , fituation, 
nature of country , -population , nature of food\ 
and way of life •, on the difpofition and temper , 
manners and behaviour , intellects , laws and 
cuftoms, form of government , and religion of 
mankind. By William Falconer, M. D. F. R. S. 
4to. Dilly, London , 1781. 552 pages, il. is. 
in boards. 


V EGETABLE, and even animal produc¬ 
tions, feem to be limited by nature to 
certain fituations. Man, however, appears to 
be an exception to this rule, and to be enabled 
to fubfift in every climate. He reigns with the 
lion and the tyger under the Equator, and nf- 
fociates with the bear and rein-deer beyond the 
Polar Circle. 

Nor is man lefs capable of fubfifting on a 
great variety of aliments, than he is able to 
endure a great difference of climate the former 
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of which circumftances, as well as the latter, 
is very properly adduced by naturalifts, as a 
great preemption that he was intended by na¬ 
ture to inhabit even/ part of the world. But 
notwithffanding this affiftance afforded by na¬ 
ture, it may be juftly doubted if this univer- 
fality of the human fpecies be not owing more 
to his rational faculties, which enable him to 
i'upply the defeats, and correft the exuberances 
of particular climates and fftuations, than merely 
to his animal formation. 

Eut although man is enabled to fubfift by- 
means ot thele fuccours from his rational facul¬ 
ties, he is ffili liable to be confiderably affefted, 
both in his body and mind, by external circum- 
ttancef, iuch as climate, fituation, 3 cc: To 
enumerate lome of thefe, with their general 
cHeels, is the purpofe of the work before u^ 
which the author with diffidence offers to the 
public,, not as a complete difeuffion of the 
lubject, bur only as a collection of fuch ob- 
fervations as occurred to him on confiderins: 

o 

ir. 

The volume is divided into ffx* books, cor- 
refponding with the lubjefls mentioned in the 
title. Of thele, the firft and the lall are by far 
the moff: confiderable; the former, on the effeft 
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of climate, occupying 166 pages, and the latter, 
on the influence of way of life, 295 pages of 
the work. Under each head we meet with a 
great number of interefting remarks, the refult 
of extenflve reading ; but as the work, from the 
nature of its plan, is calculated for the philofo- 
phical rather than the medical reader, we fliall 
content ourfelves with felefting from this va¬ 
riety of matter the following obfervations on 
diet. 

There is no nation, our author obferves, that 
live entirely upon either animal or vegetable 
food •, but all ufe in fome meafure a mixture 
of both. The Brachmans, who are faid to live 
on a vegetable diet, eat milk, which is partly 
of an animal nature; and the abftincnce they 
Apftife appears to be too rigid for even fo hot 
a climate, as they are in general meager, weak 
and fickly, labouring under a conftant diarihoea, 
and feveral other diforders. On the other hand, 
the Laplanders are faid to live on animal food 
cnly i but this has been contradicted by Lin¬ 
naeus, who fays, that befides milk, which they 
alfo take four, they ufe fome of the fpecies of 
arum, of the marlh, trefoil, and other plants 
very copioufly ; fo that there is no inflance of 
any nation living entirely on either of thclc 
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diets, though there are feveral which vary the 
proportion of them refpedtively. 

Dr. Falconer remarks, after Haller, that ani¬ 
mal food is much more nutritious than vege¬ 
table ; both as containing a greater quantity 
of ncurifhment, and as this nourilhment is more 
eafily extracted. It likewife affords a greater 
flimulus, and of courfe is more perfpirable than 
vegetable fwod •, but at the fame time it loads 

o 

and opprelfes the body, and requires the con- 
ftant repetition of a fever to throw it off; which 
tends greatly to wear out the confl;tution. 

Thefe properties, we are told, are more re¬ 
markable in the flefh of wild than of tame ani- 
' ma!s; in the carnivorous than in the herbivo-r 
rous •, in the old than in the young ; in filch 
as arc eaten raw than in thofe that are dreffed 
with fire; and in fuch as are killed in the blood, 
.than in luch as are bled to death. It is true, 
that no carnivorous animals are at prelent ufed 
in diet among Europeans ; but Dr. Shaw fays 
that the lion was eaten at Algiers, and that it 
tailed like veal. Hippocrates mentions the flefh 
of the dog and of the fox in his treatife on 
diet; and the Romans ate the flefh of rats, 
which they fed on vegetable food only, as the 

Otaheiteans 
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Otaheiteans do the dogs they ufe for the fame 
purpofe. 

The effeCts of raw meat on the difpofirion 
of animals is inftanced in the greater fiercenefs 
and rapacioufnefs of dogs fed in this manner, 
than of fuch as eat their victuals dreficd. From 
this proceeds the great ferocity of butchers dogs; 
and the tendency of this food to render them 
mifchievous is remarked in thofe that are apt 
to kill lhcep, which after having once tailed 
the raw fleffi, are with great difficulty reclaimed. 
Beads of prey probably owe their fuperior 
fiercenefs in a good meafure to their food, 
which is always raw, killed in the blood, and 
moftly of the wild kind. The fame, adds our 
author, holds good of mankind. Thofe na¬ 
tions who live by hunting are in general of a 
cruel difpofition. 

In confidering the effects of animal diet upon 
the underftanding and intellects, he fpeaks of it 
as being evidently adverfe to the exertions of 
genius, fentiment, and delicate feelings, as well 
as to deep mental refearchcs. At the fame time 
he thinks it may be better adapted to the com¬ 
mon bufincfs of life, than a diet which pro¬ 
duces a greater degree of fenfibility. 


With 
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With regard to vegetable food, our author 
obferves, that its producing a more fpare habic 
ot body than animal diet, is probably owing, 
not only to its containing lefs nutriment, but 
alfo to the acidity which prevails in all vegetable 
fubftances. Some compenfation is, however, 
made for its being lefs nutritive, by its being 
capable of being taken in much larger propor¬ 
tion than animal food. In hot countries, the 
climate renders fevcral fruits fafe, and even ne- 
cefiary, in fuch quantities as would be highly 
dangerous with us. People in Perfia, according 
to Chardin, will eat at once, or at leaft in 
twenty-four hours, thirty-five pounds weight of 
melon. 

It appears, however, that notwithtlanding 
the greater quantity in which vegetables may 
be taken, they Hill require fome ftimulus to be 
joined with them, iq order to render them fit 
for the purpofes of aliment. This is very 
bountifully bellowed by nature in thole climates 
where vegetable food is moll ufed, and confills 
of pungent aromatic plants, which though of 
themfdves nearly deflitute of nourifhmenr, cor¬ 
rect the bad qualities, and fupply the dcfe&s 
of tl.ofe vegetables that arc more nutritious. 

Our 
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Our author defcribes the effefts of vegetable 
food on the difpofition, &c. of mankind, as 
being exa&ly the reverfe of thofe produced by- 
animal diet. He mentions, after Arbuthnor, 
that the fierceft lions have been rendered trada¬ 
ble and docile by being fed upon vegetable 
food, and obferves, that the fame writer lpeaks 
of feveral inftances that had fallen under his 
own obfervation, of irafcibility of temper, in 
the human fpecies, being fubdued by a vege¬ 
table regimen. In proof of its being favour¬ 
able to mental exertions, he quotes the anec¬ 
dote related by Cheyne of Sir Ifaac Newton, 
who was fo fenfible of the unfavourable ope¬ 
ration of animal food, that during the time of 
his writing his treatife on optics, which is gene¬ 
rally thought to be the work wherein his genius 
difplayed itfelf in its fulleft force, he lived on a 
vegetable diet only, and that extremely fimple 
and rigid. 

The author agrees with Haller in confidering 
fill as holding a kind of middle rank between 
animals and vegetables. They are, he obferves, 
in general lefs putrefcent, and alfo lefs nutritive 
than flefh meats, and produce alfo lefs red blood 
and ftrength of body. He docs not undertake 
to determine, whether the idea fuggelted by forr.e 

writers, 
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writers, that a fifh diet is more prolific than one 
of either animals or vegetables, is well-founded 
or not. 

He divides liquid food into the fermented 
and unfermented. Of the latter he takes water 
as an inftance. He obferves, that from its 
poflefling no ftimulant quality, the drinking of 
it has a tendency to render the temper even and 
regular; and that as it does not diforder the 
under (landing, thole who drink it are apt to 
acquire a habit of fecrecy and referve. He 
likewife confiders it as favourable to morality. 

Speaking of fermented liquors, he remarks, 
that they produce an increafed flow of fpirits, 
and have alfo the effect of opening the mind. 
To the greater ufe of thefe liquors he afcribes 
the greater franknefs and hofpitality of the 
Northern nations. Another effeCt afcribed to 
fermented liquors, is that of fnfpiring genius 
and fentiment, efpecially of the poetical kind. 
This, at firlt fight, might Teem ludicrous; but 
is ferioufly aflerted by fevtral grave writers, and 
is, he believes, in fome degree founded upon 
truth. 

Malt liquors, we are told, poflcfs in many 
refpedts the fame qualities with wine, but have 
not the fame reputation for improving the in¬ 
tellects. 
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tellers. This our author afcribes to their greater 
vifcidity, which prevents the cffafts of the fpi- 
rituous part upon the nervous fyftem; to its 
• being more nutritious; and laftly, to its having 
but little of the acid which accompanies wine, 
and is of great efficacy in caufing the latter to 
pafs off quickly by the fecretions. 

Diftilled fpirits might appear to have nearly 
the fame effects with wine, as being very thin, 
light, and poffeffing nearly the fame powers of 
the fpirituous kind ; but in reality wine and 
fpirituous liquors differ very much from one 
another Diftilled fpirits, the author obferves. 
Want the acid of wine, and therefore remain 
longer in the body and are more inflammatory. 
They are alfo more narcotic, and debilitate the 
nervous lyftem more than wine. They are like- 
wife deftitute of fixed air, to which wine in a 
great meafure owes its invigorating and chearing 
qualities. 

Dr. Falconer concludes this part of his work 
with fome remarks on tea, the ufe of which he 
thinks may perhaps be lefs prejudicial in the 
hot climates of China and India, than it is in 
ours. But the noxious qualities of this plant, 
he adds, are not unknown, even in its native 
countries. Thejapanefe are fubjoft: to the dia- 
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betes, and to confumptive diforders refcmbling 
the atrophy, from its ufe ; and the Chinefe, it is 
faid, are fo fenfible of thefe confequences, that 
they rarely drink green tea at all, which is the 
moft remarkable for thefe effects. 


IV. Account of an elajiic Trochar , conjlrufled on a 
new principle , for tapping the hydrocele or watery 
\ rupture: by which the operation may be per¬ 
formed at any period of the difeafe , and with lefs 
pain than with the common trochar. JVitb a few 
words in favour of a larger trochar , on a fmi- 
lar conjlruftion for tapping the abdomen. By 
John Andree, Surgeon to the Magdalen Hofpital, 
and the Finjbury Difpenfary. 8vo. Davis, Lon¬ 
don, 1781. 41 pages with a copper-plate, is. 

r j^HE fuperiority of modern furgery over 
JL that of the ancients is in a great meafure 
owing to the various improvements that have 
been made in the ftru&ure of furgical inftru- 
ments.. In the pamphlet before us an account 
is given of an improvement of the trochar •, an 
inftrument, as the author obferves, that is more 
frequently ufed,than almoit any other in furgery, 
excepting the lancet and lcalpel. 


It 
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It has been objeiled to the common trochar 
that it not only occafions confiderable pain, but 
likewife that it cannot be ufed in the early ftage 
of the hydrocele without danger of wounding 
the tefticle. Both thefe inconveniences, the au¬ 
thor allures us, are remedied by his elaftic tro¬ 
char, of which he gives the following de- 
fcription : 

“ This inftrument confifts of two parts j the 
“ one is called the ftilet, or perforator, the other 
u the canula. The whole of the ftilet, except- 
“ ing its point, is contained within the canula, 
“ which is flat, but fomewhat convex on each 
“ furface, and has two lharp edges. 

“ The canula (a tube) is formed of two pieces 
u of well-tempered elaftic fteel, which are fo 
“ accurately fitted together at their edges, as 
“ to form a complete canula, and clofely em- 
u brace the body of the ftilet. When the inftru- 
“ ment has been palled into the part affe&ed, 
“ on withdrawing the ftilet with the fmalleft de- 
“ gree of force, the canula opens juft wide 
“ enough to allow of its exit, and afterwards, 

“ by its own elafticity, clofcs immediately; be- 
u ing then a complete and perfect canula, open 
“ at each end.” 

The author remarks that this new trochar 
may be ufed with fafety, as fOon as there is a 
G g g 2 depth 



depth of water equal to the cutting part of the 
inftrument, and a very fmall portion of the ca- 
nula; which depth three or four ounces will af¬ 
ford. He himfelf lately tapped a hydrocele, the 
contents of which were only fix ounces, although 
by many authors, the quantity of water to be col¬ 
lected is fixed at a pint. 

That the ufe of this new inftrument will be at¬ 
tended with lefs pain than the common trochar, 
is a point, he thinks, not to be queftioned, when 
it is confidered that the wound made with the 
former is, as he has proved by experiments, and 
by the moft exaft meafurement ; lefs by about one 
third than that made by the common inftrumenr, 
and that its canula enters without the leaft de¬ 
gree of force. The principal advantage aferibed 
by Mr. Andree to this laft circumftance i$, that 
the ufe of his trochar will be perfectly fafe in an 
early ftate of the difeafe, as it entirely fecures the 
tefticle from the danger of being wounded by 
the ftilet; of which there is confefiedly fome de¬ 
gree of hazard by the. common trochar, in thofe 
cafes at leaft in which the vaginal coat is become 
fo very tough and thick, as not to be pene¬ 
trated without much force in tiling that inftru- 
tnenr, which is then apt to plunge deeper into 
the part than was intended. This, he imagines. 



I 421 ] 

Js the circumftance alluded to by the late Mr, 
Sharpe, when he recommends, in fuch cafes, the 
pun&ure by lancet, in preference to that by the 
trochar. 

Mr. Andree is perfuaded that an inftrument 
on the fame conftruction, of a larger fize, wil| 
alfo be found preferable to the inftrument at pre- 
fent ufed in performing the radical cure for the 
hydrocele by feton •, both becaufe it would pafs 
more eafily, and becaufe it might be ufed at aq 
early period of the difeafe, which the other can¬ 
not, from its fize being fuch as to require a con¬ 
siderable degree of refiftance to admit of its ufe 
with fafety. 

He oblerves likewife that a fimftar trochar, of 
a larger fize, may be ufed for the afcites, and 
will be found to have the fame advantages over 
the common one, viz. that it will enter with 
more eafe to the operator, and lefs pain to the 
patient -, and that it may be ufed with fafety in 
an early ftate of the difeafe. 

Early tapping in the abdominal dropfy, though 
recommended by fome of the beft phyficians, 
and on the moft rational principles, has not been 
hitherto confidered as a fafe operation; a confi- 
derable quantity of water being judged neceflary 
$o yield fufficient refiftance to the inftrument, tq 
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keep it from wounding the vifcera. This excep¬ 
tion however, our author is of opinion, may cer¬ 
tainly be obviated by the ufe of this trochar, 
fince, as it may be introduced without force, a 
very fmall quantity of water will fuffice to keep 
its'point from doing mifchief. 

It is certain that under certain ciroumftances 
early tapping may become a moft defirable ob¬ 
ject, in order to relieve the patient from the pain 
occafioned by the water, before it is accumulated 
in fufficient quantity to render the ufe of the 
common trochar fafe, or warrantable. The 
truth of this obfervation is fufficiently illuftrated 
by the following curious cafe related by the au¬ 
thor.—A patient was affiitted with a pain at his 
ftomach, which had been gradually increafing 
for two years. On the 16th of September, the 
day Mr. Andree firft faw him, he was troubled 
with conftant ficknefs, and inclination to vomit 
after taking the fmalleft quantity of animal food. 
His belly was much and fuddenly increafed in 
fize. A degree of undulation was perceptible by 
the touch. The quantity of fluid, however, was 
not fufficient to warrant the ufe of the common 
trochar j but the patient moft earneftly deflred 
to be tapped, as the great and hourly increafe of 
pain from the accumulating water, rendered life 
' other- 



otherwife infupportable. In compliance with his 
requeft, and with the confent of the other me¬ 
dical gentlemen who were confulted, our author 
ventured to tap him immediately with a com¬ 
mon large trochar (not having then invented his 
new inftrument) after firft making a pundture 
with an impofthume lancet. This operation was 
repeated three feveral times. He filled remark¬ 
ably faft i for he was tapped a fecond time on 
the 4th of Odtober, and again on the 25th. On 
infpedtion of the parts after death it was difcovered 
that this dropfy was occafioned by a fchirrus of 
that part of the omentum which is attached to 
the ftomach. The water had been firft collected 
between the two lamina of the omentum, which 
it had burft through, and was diffufed into the 
cavity of the abdomen. This circumftance hap¬ 
pened a few days before the firft operation •, and 
the patient was enabled to fpeak of it, with cer¬ 
tainty, from having felt it fo very plainly. 


SECTION 
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SECTION II. 

> 

Essays and Observations. 

i 

I. A Cafe of Hydrocephalus internus cured by mer- 
• cury ; with fotne remarks on that difeafe. By 
Thomas Aery, fen. M. D. Phyfician at White¬ 
haven. Read May 20, 1781. 

J A N U A RY 4th 17 So, I was Called to Maftef 
Spittall of this town, aged nine years, of ra¬ 
ther a pale complexion and relaxed habit. He 
was feized a week before this with acute pain of 
the whole head, the teguments of which were 
fore to the touch. At the time I faw him he 
complained of naufea, anorexia, erratic pains 
of the extremities and head; and of thirft 
efpecially towards evening. His tongue was 
clean, his pulfe rather frequent. I began by 
preferring an emetic, and afterwards emptied 
the bowels by a gentle purge, at the fame time 
advifing the application of blifters behind the 
ears. The ficknefs left him after taking the eme¬ 
tic, but the other fymptom’s remained. After 
this he took at different times the faline mixture, 
the bark, and other remedies, but without any 
apparent effed:. The difeharge from the blifters 
was likewife continued. 


Jan. 
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Jan. 20th. He complained that the light vva* 

painful to his eyes, the pupils of which were 
much dilated; he was troubled with ftrabifmus, 
and could not diftinguilh capital letters in print; 
had double vifion; fpoke unufually flow; was 
affeited with ftupor, and could not rife out of 
bed. His countenance, however, was not altered, 
but his extremities were confiderably emaciated. 
His appetite continued good; he flept well, had 
but little third:, his abdomen was rather tenfe 
and hard, but his {tools and pulfe were regular. 

24th. The fymptoms were much the fame.— 
Mr. Hamilton, an ingenious furgeon and apothe¬ 
cary who attended the patient with me, was of 
the fame opinion as myfelf concerning the na? 
ture of the difeafe which we aferibed to water in 
the brain ; upon which I put him under a courfe 
of mercury as recommended by the ingenious Dr. 
Dobfon and Dr. Percival in the Edinburgh Med. 
Cow. Vol. 5. p. 174. & Vol. 6. p, 2 19, I was the 
more readily induced to try this method, from my 
having many years ago found mercury ufeful 
when given as an aperient and deobftruent in cafes 
of dropfy. 

Feb. 1. He began by taking from one to two 
grains of calomel twice a day. Mercurial ujnti- 
Vol. I. N° VI. H h h men t 
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ment was likewife rubbed into his legs every 
right. 

Feb. joth. The pain of his head was abated. 

nth. A vomiting came on laft night, but 
was foon removed by his taking the faline mix¬ 
ture with tin&ura thebaica. He now complained 
of his tongue being very fore. I found it 
with a little apthous rednefs, but no appearance 
of falivation. 

2 2d. He faid he was better for the firft time. 

24th, He fat up, and could read fmall print. 
After this he continued the ufe of mercury in 
fmall dofes till the 4th of March, when all the 
fymptoms being removed, he difeontinued it, 
and has continued well to the prefent time. 

From Feb. 4th to March 8th, he took forty- 
two grains of calomel, and rubbed in three 
ounces and upwards of ung. mere. fort, without 
producing any falivation, or any apparent eva¬ 
luations, except the night that he puked. In 
Dr. Dobfon’s and Dr. Percival’s cafes the mer- 
pury falivated. 

It is a well known fa<ft, which I can atteft 
from repeated experience, that in curing the 
Jues venerea a falivary (difeharge js pot abfolutely 
pecellary to exterminate the venereal virus, for 
J have found fome patients in whom a falivation 

foiild 
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could not be eafily railed (as in this cafe) and 
many inftances where the difeharge could not 
be procured, though a mercurial courfe had 
been regularly conducted for this purpofe j and 
yet a cure was obtained, although a greater quan¬ 
tity of mercury was required for that purpofe. 
This likewife was the cafe in our patient with the 
hydrocephalus internus. 

It may be prefumed, that in near forty years 
that I have been engaged in the practice of phyfic, 
I mud have feen feveral patients in this difeafe, 
yet of all that I have attended, I never fucceeded 
in any but the prefent cafe. It is true I never 
gave mercury but to one other patient forrte 
years before, and then in fmall dofes, and with¬ 
out any intention to falivate j and from mercury 
given in fo fmall a quantity the fame fuccefs 
could not be expected. In the Edinburgh Med. 
Comment. I find the hiftories of feven patients in 
this diforder treated with mercury, of whom 
five were cured, and one relieved by it. In the 
Med. Obf. and Inq. Vol. 4. we meet with one 
inftance of recovery from the fame complaint, 
which makes fix cured out of eight, a great pro¬ 
portion cured of fo fatal a difeafe. 

It is not improbable that-feveral more patients 
may have been treated by different pra&itioners 

H h h a with 
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with mercury, fince Dr. Dobfon firft recommend¬ 
ed it, than we are acquainted with, and unfuccefs- 
fully, as phyficians in general are not over-fond of 
publifhing their want of fuccefs. Why may not 
mercury fometimes cure thisdiforder without ptya- 
lifm, as well as it does fometimes the lues venerea ? 
And may not mercury ad in this cafe as adeobftru- 
ent, by removing the obftrudions in the fyftem of 
abforbents in the ventricles of the brain, and 
rendering them capable again of abforbing the 
cxtravafuted fluid, and l'o cure the difeafe ? 

Whitehaven, 

May 2 1, 1781. 


II. A cafe cf Eptlepfy fuccefsfully treated. By 
Mr. Thomas Clark, Surgeon at Market Har¬ 
bor ougb. Read June 4, 1781. 

I N the courfe of my pradice, I frequently 
meet with patients who date the origin of 
their complaints from inoculation for the fmall- 
pox. They will fay, that they enjoyed a good 
flare of health from their infancy till they un¬ 
derwent inoculation, but that fince that pe¬ 
riod they have been fubjed to ophthalmia, 
epilepty, wandering pairils in the limbs, im- » 

pofthumations* 
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pofthumations, &c. Thefe complaints might 
perhaps have appeared after a recovery from 
the fmall-pox in the natural way, and poflibly 
from various other caufes; but at any rate it 
feems deferving the attention of medical prac¬ 
titioners, to determine by accurate and repeated 
obfervations whether thefe fufpicions are well- 
founded ; and if the evil really exifts, to en- , 
deavour to obviate it by fuitable remedies. 

In the cafes of this kind that have fallen 
under my own care, I have generally expe¬ 
rienced good effects from mercurial purges, and 
antimonial emetics occafionally repeated ; but I 
have never found any thing fo beneficial as an 
artificial difcharge by iflue or feton.—Of feveral 
inftances of the efficacy of the latter in this 
way, 1 fhall content myfelf with mentioning 
the following. If the Society ffiould think it 
deferving of a place in their Journal, it will 
afford me great fatisfa&ion. 

A child, at the age of three years, was inocu¬ 
lated for the fmall-pox, had a favourable erup¬ 
tion, and paffed through the difeafe without any 
unul'ual fymptoms. Six weeks after her reco¬ 
very, an inflammatory tumour appeared in the 
axilla, which fuppurated and healed without 
difficulty. A few weeks after this fhe had a 

flight 
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flight attack of epilepfy, which for fix weekf 
returned every ten or twelve days. The fits then 
occurred every five or fix days, and afterwards 
became more and more frequent, till at length 
ihe was attacked with them twice and fometimes 
thrice every day. She appeared to be fuddenly 
feized with pain, by her lifting her hand to her 
head, and would immediately fall down fenfe- 
lefs. In the fpace of a minute (he would feem 
perfectly recovered, and play about the houfe 
as ufual. She had a knowledge of their ap¬ 
proach, by her endeavouring to get to a chair 
when (he was going to fall, and appeared much 
frightened. Although the frequency of attack 
was fo much increaled, the duration of the fits 
was not longer than at their firft appearance. 
Half a grain of vitriol, alb. as a fubllitute for 
the for. zinciy was given twice a day for a fort¬ 
night but the fits increafing, I ventured to try 
the effedbs of a feton in the back, which I pre¬ 
ferred to the neck, merely to avoid disfiguring 
her by the fear. I determined at the fame time 
to give no medicine of any kind, that a perfedt 
trial might be given to the difeharge alone. 

The good effedt of this drain foon became evi- 

\ 

dent, by a gradual decreafe of the attacks. 
A month after the introdudbion of the feton, 
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fhe remained feven days free from an attack, 
and in another month the fits entirely left her. 
The feton was then fuffered to dry up, and the 
child appeared in good health in the day time, 
but was often feverifh and thirfty in the night. 
I therefore diredled emetic tartar to be given 
once a week in the morning falling, in a dofe 
fufficient to puke. This method, with atten¬ 
tion to her diet, loon removed every appearance 
of fever, and the child remains perfectly well, 
it being now four years fince Ihe was inocu¬ 
lated. 


. . .s_ 

SECTION III. 

Medical and Philosophical News. 

i , T 

T HE Society of Sciences at Flufhing have 
propofed the following prize queflions, 
viz. “ What are the real caufes and fymptoms 
of the fevers that prevail during the autum- 
“ nal months in the garrifoned towns of Dutch 
“ Flanders? and what are the bell means to 
be employed for preventing and curing them, 
£ especially among the troops ?” The prize is 

tQ 
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to be a gold medal, and the differtations are to 
be written in Latin, French, or Flemifh, and 
fent to Mr. Jufte Tjeenk, fecretary to the fo- 
ciety, on or before Jan. i, 1782. 


Hitherto but little fatisfaftory information 
has been derived from meteorological diaries. 
It is probable, however, that by comparing ob- 
fervations of this kind made in a great number 

. . * o 

of different places at the fame time, fome ufeful 
faffs might be eftablifhed. It is with pleafure, 
therefore, we inform our readers, that feveral 
focieties have lately been inftituted for this pur- 
pofe. One of thefe is at Carlfruhe, under the 
patronage of the Margrave of Baden-Dourlach. 
Profcfior Brdkman is appointed ciireftor of this 
new eftablifhment, and the neceffary obferva- 
tions are to be made at fixteen different places 
in the territories of Baden.—The Eleftor Pala¬ 
tine, it feems, has fince adopted a fimilar plan 
in his dominions; and at the Hague, a medico- 
meteorological fociety has lately been eftublilhed 
with the fame views. 


Mr. James Kerr, furgeon in Bengal, to whom 
the public are already indebted for a defeription 

of 
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of the tree producing the terra japonic a , inferred 
in the Med. Obf. & Inq. Vol. V. has lately 
tranfmitted to the Royal Society a curious ac¬ 
count of the infe<fl that produces gum lacca. 


We are informed that M. Andry, aft inge¬ 
nious phyfician at Paris, has lately given the in- 
fpilfated juice of the faponaria officinalis * or 
fopewort , to a great number of patients labour¬ 
ing under gonorrhoea* The patients took about 
half an ounce of this medicine daily, and in 
general, a cure was effected in about a fortnight 
without the afliftance of any other remedy* 


In the winter of 1779-80* Mr. Patrick 
Vyilfon of Glafgow made fome experiments, 
by which it appeared that the furface of fnow 
was in general colder, and often by many 
degrees* than either* the air above it, or the 
body of the fnow underneath. Various hypo* 
thefes were formed by the ingenious experi* 
ipenter and his friends, to account for this dif¬ 
ference. Evaporation, as it feemed the moft na*- 
tural, firft occurred. But other circumftances 
Vol* I. N° VI. Iii led 


\. 



[ 434 ] 

led Mr. Wilfon to fufpedt that it was occafioned 
by the air giving out and depofiting its hoar- 
froft. This extraordinary fa< 5 t was communicated 
to the Royal Society, and has fince appeared in 
the Philofophical Tranfa&ions. In another pa^ 
per lately prefented to the Society, Mr. Wilfon 
relates fome farther experiments which confirm 
the fa£t •, but at the lame time Ihew that his hy- 
pothefes were ill founded. He promifes, how¬ 
ever, ‘to continue his attention to the fubjed, 
which is certainly a very interefting one. In the 
courfe of his experinments Mr. Wilfon has dis¬ 
covered, that by mixing fnow with alcohol, a 
great degree of cold is produced, though noc 
equal to that which is produced by mixing it 
with fpirit of nitre. 


Mr. Thomas Hayes, furgeon at Hampftead in 
Middlefex, having feen the article relative to 
Buxton, in our Journal for April, has favoured 
us with the following additional information con¬ 
cerning the waters of that place—“ Formerly 
there was but one bath at Buxton, which ladies 
and gentlemen ufed at certain hours alternately, 
but at prelent there arc two baths, one for the 

ladies 
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ladies and the other for gentlemen, and both arc 
large enough to hold, not four only, as the fociety 
have been informed, but ten or fourteen per- 
fons at the fame time, very commodioufly. 
Both baths are fupplied by the fame fpring, 
and are continually filling and emptying, fo 
that the waters are always frelh, and of the 
fame temperature. The ladies have a room ad¬ 
joining to their bath, but the gentlemen are 
obliged to drefs and undrefs in the bathing 
room, which is very damp, from the vapour 
that is continually rifing. This evil is juftly 
complained of, and a room ought certainly to be 
pre&ed for the gentlemen, as well as the ladies, 
as the deaths get wet, and many inconveniences 
- arife from the want of one. The price of bath¬ 
ing is a (hilling for every perfon that does not' 
lodge at the Hall where the baths are fituated, 
but only fix pence to thofe who do; but that 
every inn may be on a footing in this refpeft. 
Lord Scarfdale, who owns mod of the other 
houfes, returns, by the landlords of them, a fix- 
pence to each perfon; and to make the accom¬ 
modation compleat, a chair is provided by each 
landlord to carry his lodgers to the bath when it 
is wet, or they are unable to walk, and this 
, I i i 2 without 
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without expence: but there is no priority or pre? 
ference whatever in bathing, whether you lodge 
at the Hall or at the other inns, of which there 
are feveral very good ones, particularly the 
White Hart. 

The heating the waters artificially, as men¬ 
tioned in the Journal, would doubtlefs add 
greatly to their efficacy in many difeafes. I re¬ 
member to have converfpd with the late Dr. Fo- 
thergill on this fubjeft, who exprefied his hopes 
that the Duke of Devonffiire would add this to 
the many other improvements he is making at 
Buxton. That learned and ingenious phyfician, 
Dr. Percival, in his efiay on thefe waters has 
yery much recommended it; and, I may add, 
that the expence attending it would not be confi- 
fiderable, as coals are not dear there, and the ar¬ 
tificial heat would be wanted only now and then. 

The natural heat of the bath by Fahrenheit’s 
thermometer is 82*. St. Ann’s well, which is 
covered with a portico of (lone, but otherwife 
open to the common air, is 8o°. 

The waters by chymical analyfis feem to con T 
tain a fmall portion of foffil alkali, fea-fak, and 
calcareous earth, with a large quantity of fixable 
air j but there is a curative principle in them that 

no 
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jjo analogy can demonftrate, or chymift properly 
define. 

They prove Angularly efficacious in chronic 
rheumatifm, as I experienced lately in my own 
cafe. They are not recommended in the acute 
rheumatifm, but if they were made hotter they 
would be very ufeful in that as well as in a va¬ 
riety of other difeafes in which they are not had 
recourfe to at prefent. I have feen the moft ob- 
ftinate fciaticas and rigidities of the fpine cured 
by them, afcer every means under the direction 
of the moft eminent phyficians had failed. That 
worthy and judicious phyfician Dr. Bullock* 
who has attended the bath for many years, has 
accounts of their good effedts in a great number 
of very interefting cafes that have occurred in 
the courfe of his practice, which I hope he will 
publiffi, for it is a pity the public in general 
ihould be deprived of fuch ufefql information.” 

PROMOTIONS. 

June 9. Mr. John Glofter, hofpital- mate, to be 
furgeon to the 65th regiment Of foot in the room 
of Thomas Clerk, M. D.—12. Thomas Black- 
burne, M. D. phyfician at Durham, to be Fel¬ 
low of the Royal Society. 


DEATHS. 
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DEATHS. 

July 2, 1780.—At Halle in Saxony, in his 71ft 
year, David Samuel de Madai, M. D. phyfician 
to the orphan-houfe in that city. He was a na¬ 
tive of Hungary, and celebrated for his erudi¬ 
tion, and his knowledge of coins. 

April 2 6, 1781.—At Amerlbury, Mr. Blox- 
ham, apothecary. 

May 20.—At Strabane, in Ireland, Mr. George 
Buchanan, apothecary. 

June. —At Worcefter, aged 29 years, Mr. 
Thomas Blount Lovet, furgeon and apothecary. 

Lately at Limerick in Ireland, John Barrett, 
M. D. an alderman of that city. 

- - At St. James’s in Jamaica, aged 33’_years, 
Mr. John Rankin, furgeon. 


SECTION IV. 
Monthly Catalogue. 

1. TH 1 SSAYS on Phyfiological Subje&s. By 
ill J • Elliot , M. D. 8vo. Johnfon , London, 
17S1. 48 pages, is. 6d. 

The author of this ingenious traft is already 
known to the world by his Philofopbical Obfer- 
vations on the Senfes of Vifion and Hearing , -&c. 
In the prelent performance lie has profecuted 

the 
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the enquiry concerning animal motion and heat, 
which, among other fubje&s, he had treated of 
in his former work j and has alfo extended his 
refearches to other branches of phyfiology. 

Among other new matter we meet with the 
following remarkable fafts: 

In confequence of an idea which he had fug- 
gefted concerning the ufe of the bile, our author 
lived for fome time wholly on bread and radifhes; 
and afterwards for a longer time on mutton and 
beef. During the vegetable courfe bile feemed 
to abound lefs in the inteftines and fasces than 
during the animal, and therefore probably em¬ 
ployed more bile. To be fatisfied of this, he di- 
gefted, in half the gaftric juice taken from a dog’s 
ftomach, fome bread and radifh, and in the 
other half fome fat and lean mutton •, then added 
to each a little of the animal’s gall. The pre¬ 
parations were alike in both cafes •, but the ani¬ 
mal mixture tailed ftrongly of the bile ; the ve¬ 
getable hardly at all: and though he afterwards 
doubled the quantity of bile in the latter, it Hill 
feemed to tafle lefs of it than the other. 

The author endeavours to deduce from thefe, 
and other experiments, the theory of the phlo- 
giftic and antiphlogiftic regimens, and the ufc 
of the bile in the animal fyftem. His oblervations 

on 
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on thefe fubjefts feem to unfold to us a new 

» » 

fyftem of phyfiology, and we cannot but re¬ 
commend a perufal of the work, as well as the 
profecution of the fubjeft, to the lovers of this 
important branch of medical fcience. 

2. Difiertatio Medica Inauguralis de Podagra* 

auftore Lhoma Jeans , Anglo, Societ. Med; Reg, 
Edin. Sod. et Soc. Chir. Med. Edin. S. H. 4K). 
Lugduni Batavorum, 1780. 25 pag. 

3. L’art de foigner les pieds j contenant un 
traite fur les cors, engelures, et les accidens des 
ongles et leur difformites j prefente au roi, par 
M. Laforeji , Chirurgien pedicure de S. M. et de 
la famille royale. u e. The art of managing the 
feet j containing a treatife on corns, chilblains* 
and • the difeafes and deformities of the nails. 
Prefented to the King, by M. Laforeji , Corn- 
cutter to his Majefty and the Royal family* 
8vo. Paris, 1781. 

4. Effai fur l’aftion de l’Air dans les maladies 
contagieufes, qui a remporte le prix propofe par 
la Societe Royale de Medecine. Par Af. J. J. 
Menutet , Affocie regnicole de la meme Society. 
7. e. An Efiay on the effects of the air in conta¬ 
gious difeafes ; which obtained the prize offered 
by the Royal Medical Society. By J. J. Me- 
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nuret, one of the Home Members of the Society. 
i2mo. Paris, 1781. 136 pages. 

5. L’art d’aflayer Tor et l’argent*, tableau 
compare de la coupellation des fubftances me* 
talliques, par le moyendu plombetdu bifmuth; 
procede pour obtenir Tor le plus fin, See. 
Par M. Sage. i. e. The art of afiaying gold and 
filver; a comparative table of the cupellation of 
metallic fubftances by means of lead and bif¬ 
muth ; a procefs for obtaining the fineft gold, 
&c. with plates. By M. Sage. 8vo. Paris, 1780. 
122 pages. 

6. Agri Romani hiftoria naturalis, tres in par¬ 
tes divifa five methodica fynopfis naturalium 
rerum in agro Romano exiftentium, a Pbilippo 
Aloyfio Gilio concinnata. Pars prima, regnum 
animale. Tomus primus, ornithologia, in qui 
de priori avium claffe. 8vo. Romae, 1781. 

In this volume the author deferibes only the 
granivorous birds, which conftitute his firftclafs. 
His deferiptions, which appear to be extremely 
accurate, are illuftrated by twenty-four engrav- 
ings. 

7. Pythographie economique de la Lorraine, ou 
Recherches botaniques fur les plantes utiles dans 
les arts; ouvrage couronne dans la feance pub- 
lique de l’Academie Royale des Sciences, Arts 
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ct Belles Lettres de Nancy, le 3 Mai 1779. 
Par M. Willemet , doyen des apothicaires, de- 
monftrateur royal de botanique et de chimie au 
college de rr.edecine de Nancy, des academies 
de Lyon, Dijon, &cc. i. e. The ceconomical 
Pythography of Lorraine, or botanical inquiries 
relative to plants ufeful in arts j being the work 
crowned by the royal academy of fciences, arts, 
and belles lettres at Nancy, at their public 
meeting on the 8th of May, 1779, By M. 
Willemet^ mailer of the apothecaries company, 
regius demonftrator of botany and chemiftry 
in the college of phyficians at Nancy, and 
member of the academies of Lyon, .Dijon, &Ci 
8vo. Nancy, 1780. 142 pages. 

8. Afiemblee publique de la Societe Royale 
des Sciences, tenue dans la grande lalle de 
Thotel de cette fociete, en prefence des etats de 
la province de Languedoc, le 28 Decembre 
1779. i. e. An account of the public meeting 
of the Royal Society of Sciences, held in the 
hall belonging, to the fqciety, in prefence of the 
States of the Province of Languedoc, Dec. 28, 
1779. 4to. Montpellier, 1780. 126 pages. 

This collection contains the eulogies of Lin¬ 
naeus and the late Cardinal de la Roche Aymon * 
a paper by jyi. Gouan, on the cure of lpecks 

in 



[ 443 ] 

in the eyes ; remarks on the Worabie, an 
Abyflinian bird, by the Baron de Faugeres; on 
the regeneration of flat bones, by M. Vigarousj 
on the number of births and deaths at Mont¬ 
pellier, by M. Mourgue, who finds the pro¬ 
portion of deaths annually to be one in twenty- 
fix ; on the ufe of the milk of animals for 
foundlings, by M. Brun \ on the eleftrical caufe 
of earthquake, by M. Bertholon; and on the 
circulation of the air in mines, by M. Gcnfane, 
jun. 

9. Carte mineralogique dc France, oh font 
marques les differens terreins principaux qui 
partagent ce Royaume, et les fubftances parti- 
culieres qu’il renferme ; dreflee fur les obferva- 
tionsde M. Guettard, de l’academie des fciences. 
Par M. Bupain *Triel pere, Geographe du Roi 
et de Monfieur. i. e. A mineralogical map of 
France, in which are marked the principal va¬ 
rieties of foil that occur in that kingdom, toge¬ 
ther with the particular fubftances included in 
it •, founded on the obfervations of M. Guettard, 
of the academy of fcienccs. By M. Bupain 
‘Triel', fen. Geographer to the King and to 
Monfieur. Paris, 1781. price 2 livres, 8 fols. 

10. Die naturliche magie aus allerhand be- 
luftigenden und niitzlichen kunftftiickcn befte- 

hend. 



hend, zufamenn getragen. Von J. C. IVtegleb. 
i. e. Natural magic ; being a colledion of ufefui 
and entertaining performances. By J. C. Wiegleb. 
8vo. Berlin, 1779. 416 pages, with copper¬ 
plates. 

This is a very rational and amufing compi¬ 
lation. 

11. J. A. E. Gotze entomologifche beytrage 
zu des R. Linnee i2ten. aufgabe des natur- 
fyftems. *. e. Entomological fupplements to the 
12th edition of Linnaeus’s fyftema naturae. By 
J. A. E. Gotze. Vol. I. Part III. 8vo. Leipfic, 
^780. 390 pages. 
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ASKOW, U. B. on an epidemic fcarlatina, — 

■ hepatitis, — — 

Abildgaard, P. C. his account of a tertian, ■ * ■ 

Abdomen, abfeefs of, — — — 

Afta, Havnienfia, ■ • -« ■ ■ « 

Aery, Dr. Thomas, his remarks on hydrocephalus internus. 

Air, observations on, —■ ■ — — 

-fixed, remarks on, ■ ■ 

Aitken, John, outlines of the theory and cure of fever, — ■ - 

Amar, Don Jofeph, on the fmall pox, — — 

■■ ' ■-eruptive difeaies, ——— 

— -—i difeaies of the bread, —— 

Amenorrhara, experiments in, - - — 

Aadree, John, account of an elafiic trochar, ~ ■ - ——: 

Andry, M. remedy difeovered by him for the gonorrhcea, — 

Aneuiifm, fpurious, cafe of, — — 

Angina trachealis, treatife on, - ~ - 

Antifpafmodics, remarks on, - —— 

Applications, warm, bad etfefls of in wounds of the head, — 
Arm, f-aftured, remarkable operation on, —— — — - 

Alettes, cure of, -■ * ■ — - 

Afpbalttim, oil of, recommended in phthifis, — ■. . 

Afafutidi, its ufe in carious ulcers, —— -- - 

Alii, Felix, on the poifon of mad animals, »- — 

B. 

Bang, F. L. on the angina and fcarlatina, -i. — 

■ - putrid fever, - ■ - 

—— -- - the connexion of intermittants with other dtfeifes, 

—- oleum afphalti, 


Baflays, M. his theory of chronic difeafes, — — 

Bath, warm, recommended in morbid irritability, - 

Bayley, Richaid, on angina trachealis, - — 

Bergman, Sir Thnrbern, his opufcula phyfica, - 

-- -French tranflation of, -■ ■- 

Berkley, J. F. Van, natural hiftory ef Holland, — 

Bingers, M. of a luppuration of the omentum; -■ "■ 
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